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FOREWORD

Latin America and the Caribbean is a 
region endowed with enormous social, 
cultural, natural and agricultural resources. 
In recent decades, it has become a global 
example thanks to the development of 
innovative hunger eradication policies and 
high-level agreements, which have been 
very effective. The region’s fields, forests, 
rivers and oceans produce enough food for 
everyone.

However, the region still faces great 
challenges: in the 21st century, almost half 
of the rural population of Latin America 
and the Caribbean lives in poverty, and one 
in five rural inhabitants lives in extreme 
poverty. Hunger is increasing after 
decades of reduction, affecting almost 
40 million people, while a quarter of the 
regional population suffers from obesity. 
Agricultural development puts pressure on 
natural resources and biodiversity, while 
climate change increases the intensity and 
occurrence of disasters and phenomena 
such as droughts and floods.

This scenario poses important challenges 
for the region in the coming years. Meeting 
the environmental, social and economic 
targets of the Sustainable Development 
Goals depends –to a large degree– on 
progress in rural areas and the agri-
food sector, which means joining forces 
and forging agreements to carry out the 
important changes that are necessary.

"The Week of Agriculture and Food" 
was a part of this process. The event 
was organized by Argentina’s Ministry of 
Agribusiness and FAO’s Regional Office 
for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
supported by 34 entities from different 
sectors linked to the agri-food industry and 
rural production, that helped to create this 
unique space for dialogue and exchange of 
ideas and experiences.

On November 20-23, 2018, 861 people from 
34 countries in Latin American and the 
Caribbean, the United States and Europe, 
met in Buenos Aires to discuss, exchange 
experiences and form agreements related 
to a wide range of topics. The list of 
participants included government officials 
from the region, leaders of civil society 
organizations, members of indigenous 
peoples and family farming organizations, 
consumers, businesspeople, lawmakers, 
academics, and managers and experts 
from multilateral organizations. There 
were also about 3,500 virtual assistants 
who participated via live streaming, as well 
as 10,000 visits to The Week’s website and 
50 million views on Twitter.

Participants heard from over 200 experts, 
over more than 100 hours of dialogue, 
on topics as diverse as school feeding 
programs, public food supply and 
distribution systems, the contribution 
of agroecology to the sustainability of 
rural territories, the impact of the Agtech 
revolution on rural development, the need 
for a new economic approach to address 
climate change, disaster risks, the carbon 
cycle, sustainable gastronomy, energy 
crops, food losses and waste, traditional 
food systems of indigenous peoples, 
and access and governance of natural 
resources, among others. This variety of 
topics represented, in our opinion, a unique 
opportunity for countries to share their 
experiences, challenges and successes, 
and to agree on new paths to advance 
and innovate in policies and instruments 
to achieve greater development and well-
being of populations in rural territories.

This first edition of The Week was 
innovative in its design and organization, 
bringing together a large number and 
diversity of participants, enabling different 
forms of participation, touching on a 
wide range of topics, and creating a new 
mechanism for Partners to coordinate 
their efforts, resources and visions.
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We live in a time when the agriculture 
sector is under pressure to make a major 
transformation; it is not only that scientific 
progress has made this transformation 
possible, it is that the great dilemmas of 
our societies and our planet demand a 
new agricultural revolution. The power to 
achieve this change is a practical issue, but 
the duty to do so is a political and, above 
all, ethical issue.

The dialogue during the event, therefore, 
was not only about what kind of 
transformation is possible, but also why 
such a transformation is desirable.

From this year onwards, The Week of 
Agriculture and Food will become an 
important annual regional forum dedicated 
to creating a space to discuss and agree 
on the process of this much-needed 
transformation of rural territories and agri-
food systems.

We hope to see you again soon!

Sr. Luis Miguel Etchevehere
Minister of Agribusiness, 
Government of Argentina  

A. Julio Berdegué

Assistant Director General and 
Regional Representative of FAO for 
Latin America and the Caribbean
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INTRODUCTION

This publication summarizes the main 
discussions of The Week of Agriculture and 
Food for all those interested in the issues 
of agriculture, food and development 
of rural societies. Readers can access 
information, analysis, experiences, ideas, 
and recommendations that will contribute 
to the reflection and action needed to 
facilitate the major transformations 
required. This publication is also an 
excellent starting point to start planning 
the second edition of "The Week".

The first section of this document provides 
an overview of the event, including its 
thematic structure, and a summary of the 
key figures that determine its scope. In the 
second part, a brief review is presented 
highlighting the partners of the event, who 
made a significant contribution in terms of 
content, resources and participation.

The following two sections are organized 
according to the four main topcis of the 
meeting: (i) the technological challenges 
of the future in agricultural and rural 
development; (ii) the food systems and 
the paradox of obesity and hunger in the 
region; (iii) the most effective strategies 
to eradicate the scourge of extreme rural 
poverty and move towards sustainable 
rural development; and (iv) the challenges 
of developing climate resilient rural 
societies and a new agri-food economy 
adapted to climate change. 

Under this framework, this document includes 
summaries of the six plenary sessions and six 
semi-plenary sessions that took place during 
the four mornings of the event, as well as the 
26 parallel panels held in the afternoons. For 
each of these, recordings of the comments 
and presentations by the panelists who 
moderated these sessions are available online. 
Finally, this section ends with a summary of 
the media coverage of the event.
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1. AT A GLANCE 
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AT A Glance

4.360 participants:

• 39% invited by the Government of Argentina
• 37% invited by FAO
• 18% invited by partners
• 6% press

• 13 research centers and institutes
• 9 international and multilateral organisations
• 5 government institutions
• 4 private sector entities
• 3 social organizations

34 Partners:

+ 3.500 virtual 
participants (streaming)

34 countries represented:
• 11 Caribbean countries
• 10 South American countries
•  7 Mesoamerican countries
•  6 other countries 

+ 860 delegates  
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4.360 participants:

• 39% invited by the Government of Argentina
• 37% invited by FAO
• 18% invited by partners
• 6% press

Organizing entities:
• Secretariat of Agroindustry of the Government of Argentina
• Regional Office of the FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean

72 Sessions
•  6 Plenary sessions, 6 Semi-plenary sessions, 26 panels
• 113 hours of sessions

219 Panelists
• 115 Presentations

Media coverage
• 500 mentions in the press 
• 10.000 visits to the website of The Week
• 50 millon tweets on Twitter
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Main topics 

16. 
Infraestructura para el 

desarrollo rural

AGTECH,       
TECHNOLOGICAL 
INNOVATION

SUSTAINABLE 
RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
AND 
TERRITORIES

Plenary 1. Agtech: Technological challenges of the fu-
ture in agricultural and rural development in Argentina

Semi-plenary 4. Impact of the Agtech revolution on 
rural development

Plenary 3. Overcoming rural poverty

Semi-plenary 3. Sustainability in rural territories: 
The contributions of agroecology

PARALLEL PANELS
4. RELASER annual meeting: Rural extension and innovation for development
5. II Meeting of the Alliance for the Elimination of Rural Poverty in Latin America
6. Natural resources for sustainable rural development: Access and governance
13. IV Forum on Innovation Systems for Sustainable Rural Development
15. Education and the role of women in agro-industry
16. Infrastructure for rural development
17. Territorial development in Latin America : New challenges for public-private cooperation
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16. 
Infraestructura para el 

desarrollo rural

AGTECH,       
TECHNOLOGICAL 
INNOVATION

SUSTAINABLE 
RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
AND 
TERRITORIES

FOOD AND                  
NUTRITION

Plenary 2. Zero Hunger: How to achieve it by 2030?

Semi-plenary 1. Transforming the food system to fight 
malnutrition in all its forms

Semi-plenary 2. Contributing to a healthier global diet

Plenary 4. Agriculture, climate change and the need for a 
new economic approach

Semi-plenary 5. High-level dialogue on agriculture and 
climate change

Semi-plenary 6. The role of Argentine agriculture in the 
face of climate change

PARALLEL PANELS 
7. Disaster risk: how to reduce damages and losses in the agricultural sector?
9. The potential of the bioeconomy for Latin America and the Caribbean
14. II Meeting of the Alliance for Rural Climate Resilience
20. II International Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Agriculture 
on Sustainable Agriculture and Climate Change
21. Sustainable and resilient agriculture: a programmatic vision of the GEF and GCF
22. Energy crops
23. Bioenergy
24. Agriculture, the forestry industry and the carbon cycle

PARALLEL PANELS
1. From school: School feeding programs for sustainable development
2. Regional dialogue: Latin American solutions to food waste
3. Meeting of the Network of Food Supply and Distribution Systems
8. Food and health: sustainable production as an alternative to improve consumption habits
10. A sustainable food future: public-private dialogue in the context of the G20
11. Food and health: public policies underway through articulation with the private sector
12. III Meeting of the Network of Journalists for a Mesoamerica without Hunger
18. Keys to improving the effectiveness of food and nutrition security policies : The expe-
rience of FAO-EU’s program
19. Legislative power and the fight against hunger and malnutrition
25. Sustainable gastronomy: Cooking up a better food system
26. Contributions of traditional food systems of indigenous peoples to food security in 
Latin America

NATURAL 
RESOURCES, 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND RESILIENCE
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Key quotes
“We all need to cooperate to produce 
more food in order to achieve the goal 
of Zero Hunger by 2030". 

Mauricio Macri, 
President of the Republic of Argentina.

“We cannot leave anyone behind 
and there will be no sustaina-
ble development without rural          
development”.   
Graziano da Silva, 
Director General of the FAO.

“If we can find a way to realize the enor-
mous potential of our continent, it could 
be one of the key solutions to erradicating 
hunger and malnutrition on a global level”. 

Luis Miguel Etchevehere,
Secretariat of Agroindustry, Argentina.

“It is not only that scientific progress has 
allowed a major transformation in agri-
culture, it is that solving thr great di-
lemmas of our society and of our planet 
require a new agricultural revolution 
(...) Economic growth is important but 
it is not enough to overcome rural pover-
ty; political will is required to work in 
an integrated and coordinated manner 
with the different sectors involved”. 

 Julio Berdegué, Assistant Director-General 
and FAO Regional Representative for Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

“There is urgency, from now on 
we must all work together becau-
se we are starting late and we 
have much to do. There are many 
promising practices and effective 
actions identified this week and 
we must build on these”.   

Carolina Trivelli, Senior Consultant at the 
Institute of Peruvian Studies, Former Minis-
ter of Development and Social Inclusion of 
Peru. 

“I am pessimistic, but I am a hopeful 
pessimist, so I ask you not to lose hope, 
because there is always a possibility to 
build a better world”. 

Adolfo Pérez-Esquivel, 
Nobel Prize for Peace.

“We have to talk about health, because otherwise 
we will only continue to discuss agriculture and 
not food. We have to discuss food, which means 
we must improve the relationship between pro-
duction and consumption, and between food and 
consumption, that's the main issue”. 

Danilo Pérez, Executive Director of the 
Center for Consumer Defense El Salvador; 
Member of the Consumers International 
World Council.

“With half of the food that is wasted, 
we could reduce global hunger by 
one third”.  

Felipe Lira, President of the SDG Table Ob-
jective 2 Zero Hunger in Chile; President of 
"Chile Crece Sano".
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“There are two new things: firstly, for the first time 
the private sector (B20) is meeting at the global 
level to discuss these issues (...) and, secondly, the 
B20 document provides very modern and commit-
ted proposals, recognizing that food systems must 
respond to the needs of consumers and the private 
sector has an important responsibility”.   

Martin Piñeiro. CARI / GPS, Director of the 
Agrarian Affairs Committee and Co-Chair of 
Group 3 of the T20, Argentina.

“When we think one year ahead, we cul-
tivate the land and raise cattle; when we 
think 10 years ahead, we plant trees and 
build new classrooms; and when we think 
about the longer term, then we link educa-
tion with technological innovation”.  

Proverb quoted by   
Elizabeth Martin, 
Ex Director of EFA Salazar.

“It is necessary to promote the de-
velopment of shared knowledge 
and to link academia with producer 
organizations, combining traditional 
knowledge with science”.   

Guilherme Brady, 
Partnership Officer, FAO-HQ.

“Without feminism there is 
no agroecology, without the 
solidarity economy there is no 
agroecology, without agroecology 
there is no sovereignty”. 

Alicia Alem, Member of the APF Agricultural 
Cooperative of Cañuelas, Argentina, Agroeco-
logical Movement of Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

“Climate change is transversal and 
is a threat to all the pending issues 
of our region, including productivity, 
poverty, exclusion and migration. 
(...) Climate change is ostensibly the 
most visible market failure”.  

Manuel Otero, Director General of the In-
ter-American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA).

“The amount of water that 
goes into producing agri-
cultural products for ex-
port is considerable and is 
not included in the price 
of the final product”.   

Yolanda Kakabadse, Coordinator of the 
Alliance for Rural Climate Resilience of Latin 
America.

“By restoring productive landscapes 
and ensuring sustainable agriculture, we 
also protect other ecosystem services, as 
well as the water supply, and the opera-
tions of ports and airports, industry and 
business”. 

Lina Pohl, Minister of Environment and Natural 
Resources, El Salvador.
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2. PARTNERS
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PARTNERS

The participation and contribution of our 
partners is one of the event’s outstanding 
and innovative aspects. Together with the 
Agribusiness Secretariat of the Govern-
ment of Argentina and FAO, 32 entities 
came together from the most diverse sec-
tors involved in the development of rural 
societies and agri-food systems to carry 
out this initiative. These included multila-
teral organizations and development coo-
peration agencies; indigenous and family 
farming organizations; consumer and civil 
society organizations; business associa-

tions of agriculture, agroindustry and food 
distribution; scientific and technological 
institutes; thinktanks; and Non-Govern-
mental Organizations.

Our partners made it possible for more 
than 860 people from 34 countries in Latin 
American and the Caribbean, the United 
States and Europe, to meet, discuss, share 
experiences and build agreements towards 
the achievement of the environmental, so-
cial and economic targets of the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals in rural areas and 
the agri-food industry.

 

1. Secretariat of Agroindustry of the Government of Argentina (organizer) 
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/agroindustria

2. FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (organizer) 
http://www.fao.org/americas/en/

3. Agencia Brasileña de Cooperación 
http://www.abc.gov.br/

4. Alianza Cooperativas Internacional (LAC chapter: Cooperativas de las Américas) 
(ACI) https://ica.coop/es

5. Agencia Española de Cooperación Internacional para el Desarrollo 
http://www.aecid.es/EN

6. Asociación Latinoamericana de Supermercados (ALAS)
http://www.alasnet.org/

7. Agencia Mexicana de Cooperación Internacional para el Desarrollo 
https://www.gob.mx/amexcid

8. Alianza de los Pueblos por la Soberanía Alimentaria  
http://alianzasoberaniaalimentaria.org/

9. Centro de Análisis y Difusión de la Economía Paraguaya (CADEP) 
http://www.cadep.org.py/

10. Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) 
https://www.canari.org/

11. Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
https://www.cepal.org/en

12. International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)
https://ciat.cgiar.org/

13. Consumers International 
https://www.consumersinternational.org/
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14. Centro Latinoamericano de Economía Humana (CLAEH) 
http://universidad.claeh.edu.uy/

15. Confederação Nacional dos Trabalhadores na Agricultura (CONTAG) 
http://www.contag.org.br/

16. Ford Foundation
https://www.fordfoundation.org/

17. Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano (FFLA)
https://www.ffla.net/

18. International Fund for Agricultural Cooperation (IFAD)
https://www.ifad.org/en/

19. Fondo para el Desarrollo de los Pueblos Indígenas de América Latina y El Caribe
http://www.filac.org/wp/

20. Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales - Costa Rica (FLACSOCR) 
http://www.flacso.or.cr/

21. Federación Latinoamericana de Mercados de Abastecimiento (FLAMA) 
https://www.laflama.org/

22. Centro de Análisis e Investigación, FUNDAR 
http://fundar.org.mx/

23. Grupo de Análisis para el Desarrollo (GRADE) 
http://www.grade.org.pe/

24. Instituto Centroamericano de Estudios Fiscales (ICEFI) 
https://www.icefi.org/

25. Instituto de Ciencia Política Hernán Echavarría (ICP) 
http://www.icpcolombia.org/

26. International Development Research Centre (IDRC)  
https://www.idrc.ca/

27. Instituto de Estudios Peruanos (IEP) 
https://iep.org.pe/

28. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 
http://iica.int/es

29. World Food Program (WFP)
https://es1.wfp.org/

30. Centro Latinoamericano para el Desarrollo Rural (RIMISP) 
https://www.rimisp.org/

31. The Consumer Goods Forum 
https://www.theconsumergoodsforum.com/

32. Thünen Institute, Federal Research Institute for Rural Areas, Forestry and Fisheries  
https://www.thuenen.de/en/

33. European Union – FIRST Program  
http://www.fao.org/europeanunion/eu-projects/first/es

34. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  (UNESCO) 
https://es.unesco.org/
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3.PLENARY AND 
SEMI-PLENARY 
SESSIONS
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Organizer: Secretary of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina - FAO

As a region, Latin America and the Caribbean faces 
important challenges in the coming decades, and 
the discussions held during this event helped the 
participants reach medium and long-term agree-
ments, which will help to achieve the targets of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under the 
framework of the 2030 Agenda. This meeting was 
especially important, considering that achieving 
the SDGs depends –to a large extent– on necesa-
rry changes in rural societies.

The Secretariat of Agribusiness of Argentina and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the Uni-
ted Nations (FAO) welcomed delegates to this 
meeting of "The Week of Agriculture and Food: 
Future Challenges for Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean".

The opening session was attended by representa-
tives of diverse countries and institutions. Among 
others, the list of distinguished delegates included 
ambassadors, ministers and undersecretaries of 
countries of the region, directors and officials of 
international organizations, FAO officials, Argenti-
ne government officials (governors, senators, de-
puties, representatives of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, provincial authorities, officials from the 
Secretariat of Agribusiness (and its decentralized 
agencies), as well as leaders and representatives 
of entities, associations, business chambers and 
companies linked to agriculture and food, as well 
as civil society organizations, producers and indi-
genous peoples, unions and non-governmental or-
ganizations, among others.

The session included video messages from the 
President of the Republic of Argentina, Mauricio 
Macri, and the Director General of FAO, José Gra-
ziano da Silva, as well as presentations by Luis Mi-
guel Etchevehere, Secretary of Agribusiness of the 
Government of Argentina, and Julio Berdegué, As-
sistant Director General and Regional Representa-
tive of FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean.

The following are some key quo-
tes from the opening session:
• “We all have to cooperate to produce more food 

in order to achieve the goal of Zero Hunger by 
2030”. Mauricio Macri, President of Argentina.

• “We cannot leave anyone behind, and there will 
be no sustainable development without rural 
development”. José Graziano da Silva, Direc-
tor General of FAO.

• “If we can find a way to realize the great poten-
tial of our continent, it can be one of the main 
solutions to hunger and malnutrition at a global 
level”. Luis Miguel Etchevehere, Secretariat 
of Agroindustry, Argentina.

• “It is not only that scientific progress has 
allowed a major transformation in agriculture, it 
is that solving the great dilemmas of our socie-
ty and of our planet requires a new agricultural 
revolution”. Julio Berdegué, Assistant Direc-
tor-General and Regional Representative of 
the FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean.

Events: 
 
Presentation of the official video of 
The Week of Agriculture and Food

STREAMING
ONLINE

OP

https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK5Zv6ij7lAQarpxFFWk4YJ0&v=cAbO6TtCxjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK5Zv6ij7lAQarpxFFWk4YJ0&v=cAbO6TtCxjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&time_continue=4&v=YkDSE_uAse8
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OPENING PLENARY 

Panelists and
presentations

Opening messages      

Luis Miguel Etchevehere, Secretariat of Agroindus-
try, Argentina           
          
          Presentation at the plenary session of the Week 
of Agriculture and Food

Julio Berdegué,  Assistant Director-General and 
Regional Representative of the FAO for Latin America 
and the Caribbean
          
          “Agriculture for all”, Speech at the Plenary            
Session of the Week of Agriculture and Food

Mauricio Macri,  
President of Argentina

José Graziano da Silva, 
Director General of FAO
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http://www.fao.org/3/ca4421es/ca4421es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4421es/ca4421es.pdf
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Agtech: The technological challenges of  the 
future in agricultural and rural development 
in Argentina
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Context: Agtech encompasses all technolo-
gies that are applied in agriculture with the aim of 
improving products and processes, such as digital 
technologies, biotechnologies, genetic improve-
ment, mechanization and robotics, among others. 
How Agtech can contribute to the achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals was the main 
question addressed by this plenary session.

Objetives: Present and explain the applica-
tion of a set of new technologies in the agriculture 
sector, highlighting the opportunities to increa-
se the efficiency, productivity and adaptability of 
agri-food systems in a sustainable manner.

Key findings and conclusions: 
The plenary session was comprised of nine presen-
tations that focused on the new information gene-
rated by modern satellites, such as SAOCOM, as 
well as the institutions, companies and entrepre-
neurs that work on the practical application of this 
data, through to its use and application by farmers 
in light of their future needs, closing with the ad-
vances and challenges facing the Argentine food 
industry. Specifically, the presentations —from 
both the public and private perspectives – focused 
on the following topics:

• The generation, processing and distribution of 
satellite information that is useful for agricul-
ture, within the framework of the space plan 
of Argentina’s National Commission for Space 
Activities (CONAE).

• Systems for the early detection of climate 
and health disasters, through the combined 
use of satellite images, sensors and simula-
tion models.

• The digital era of information management 
(Internet of Things (IoT), bigdata, distribution 
intelligence, among others).

• Information agriculture: Its evolution in the 
last three decades and future challenges (new 
tools such as BigData, Machine Learning, IoT, 
Blockchain, and Normalization of the produc-
tion process).

• Current and future production systems: star-
ting from the direct sowing system, AAPRESID 
has expanded its scope and provides farmers 
with a platform that facilitates access to new 
Agtech technologies.

• The technologies of the future, which are 
based on a new matrix of technological de-
velopment, share common factors: The deve-
lopment of digital products based on various 
technologies; national teams of young people 
from various disciplines; the efficient use of 
resources in management processes.

• The trends and challenges of the Food and 
Beverages Industry: technological innovation, 
digitalization, simplification of processes, em-
powerment of SMEs, fight against malnutri-
tion, reduction of food loss and waste.

How to transform data into information and infor-
mation into knowledge that helps decision-ma-
king is one of AgTech's main challenges, together 
with the need for cooperation imposed by the de-
velopment of these new technologies. In addition, 
ensuring that a majority of farmers have the know-
how to incorporate these tools constitutes an im-
portant challenge that must be assumed jointly by 
the public and private sectors, so that Agtech can 
make a real contribution to the achievement of the 
SDGs. Moving from a relationship between huma-
nity and things to a relationship between humani-
ty and the vital pulse of the planet, through a logic 
of integration and not domination, will allow us to 
advance harmoniously in the future.

"This plenary session took us on a journey from the 
satellites that provide the information from high 
above the fertile pampas, to the tables of millions of 
people around the world" 

Sr. Luis Urriza, Undersecretary of Agriculture, Se-
cretariat of Agribusiness, Argentina

Key words:
 
Agtech, digital management, information, 
decision-making, technologies of the future,  
direct sowing, sustainable agriculture

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of ArgentinaSTREAMING
 ONLINE

P1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LSN0gzmiC8&index=2&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d


27

Panelists and
presentations

Santiago del Solar, Chief of Cabinet, Secretariat of 
Agroindustry, Argentina

           Opening remarks 

Laura Frulla, CONAE. SAOCOM

           SAOCOM / SIASGE Mission for the Benefit of 
Agriculture 

Carlos Di Bella, INTA-CONICET-FAUBA

          Systems of early detection of climatic and sani-
tary incidents 

Santiago González Venzano, Solapa 4 

          The digital era of management 

Elio Martin, GeoAgris

          Current tools and a vision of the future 

José Luis Tedesco, AAPRESID
        
          Information agriculture: Data that adds value to 
grains 

Federico Bert, Director I+D, CREA

         Sustainability and technologies: The Aapresid 
vision 

Daniel Funes de Rioja, COPAL

          Technologies of the future for sustainable pro-
duction

Luis Urriza, Undersecretary of Agriculture, Secretari-
at of Agribusiness, Argentina

          Closing remarks 
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Zero Hunger: 
How can it be achieved by 2030?
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Organizer: FAO / Hunger-Free Latin America and the Carribean 
Initiative Initiative (RI1) - World Food Program (WFP)

Context: Hunger in the region has increased 
in the last three years, especially in traditionally 
excluded territories and population groups, and is 
generally not the result of a lack of food. In ad-
dition, insufficient progress is being made in the 
face of multiple forms of malnutrition, ranging 
from stunting to adult obesity, threatening the 
health of hundreds of millions of people. In this 
context, it is essential to renew political will to 
promote new initiatives that are effective to make 
"Zero Hunger" a reality and to confront malnutri-
tion in all its forms.

Objective: Share expert views, including an 
ethical, political and technical analysis of the food 
situation in the region, highlighting the obstacles 
and proposing new paths for the relevant authori-
ties and social actors. 

Key findings and conclusions: 
Nutrition is the first step necessary for a healthy 
life. The recent increase in hunger in the world is 
mainly explained by three phenomena: the nu-
merous situations of conflicts and the migratory 
flows they provoke; the economic slowdown and 
reduction of social spending; and climate change. 
This situation is further aggravated by the proces-
ses of concentration of natural resources –espe-
cially of land– and the lack of empowerment of 
local peoples.

The first element that is widely considered a key 
factor to make an important change in the situa-
tion of malnutrition is political will, since an ex-
plicit and concrete approach by the countries is 
required. This may include different priorities, 
such as the role of lawmakers and political parties 
in strengthening and continuing public programs; 
and the introduction of the food issue in electoral 
campaigns, among others.

The second important issue is the need for coor-
dination –both at the level of individual and key 

social actors–  to address the multidimensional 
nature of food security and nutrition. This may in-
clude coordination within territories, the creation 
of public food safety agencies, and the empower-
ment of social protection networks to simulta-
neously address issues of nutrition, disasters and 
climate change, among others. The "multi-actor" 
approach –governments, civil society, United 
Nations, private sector, youth– is also one of the 
areas that generates consensus: in many cases, 
the dialogue between different visions and inte-
rests goes beyond traditional areas of exchange, 
but it is essential to deepen agreements and over-
come differences. 

The role and performance of the state, through 
the execution of public policies, constitutes a third 
space where improvements are clearly necessary. 
Indeed, its execution capacity has been questio-
ned, with criticism of the quality of its services, an 
approach based on  "handouts", the lack of regu-
lation, oversight, and limited evaluations, among 
others. In this framework, the need to carry out 
two paradigm shifts is highlighted: first, it is es-
sential to move from a welfare approach, where 
the poor are considered mere recipients of han-
douts, to a framework of trust, where the poor are 
the main actors responsible for their own develo-
pment. Second, "rich" policies for the poor have 
been proposed, breaking with the classic (and in-
efficient) "poor" policies for the poor. To do this, a 
more solid state is required, with greater capacity 
for designing and executing policies, with perma-
nent public services and programs, and with eva-
luation systems.

In this context, the role of family farming and the 
commitment of different actors with responsibili-
ty in the production and distribution of food to the 
development of more inclusive and healthy food 
systems was highlighted, and food sovereignty 
and empowerment of civil society were deemed 
necessary conditions to maintain the cultural cha-
racteristics of food.

STREAMING
 ONLINE

P2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFh_tAIW3-Y&index=4&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d
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Zero Hunger: 
How can it be achieved by 2030?

Organizer: FAO / Hunger-Free Latin America and the Carribean 
Initiative Initiative (RI1) - World Food Program (WFP)

Panelists

Adolfo Pérez-Esquivel, Nobel Peace Prize 1980 
recipient, Argentina 

Purnima Kashyap, Coordinator of the United Na-
tions Nutrition Program

Miguel Barreto, Regional Director of the World 
Food Program (WFP), Panama

Julio Berdegué, Assistant Director General and 
Regional Representative of FAO for Latin America and 
the Caribbean

Karla Iberia, Journalist Televisa, Mexico. Moderator

Key words:
 
Nutrition; food security and food 
sovereignty; trust; articulation and 
coordination; dialogue; zero hunger; 
malnutrition

Highlights 
• Award ceremony of the competition “Good 
Agricultural Practices in School Feeding Pro-
grams in Latin America and the Caribbean”

• Presentation of the Video: “Transforming the 
food system to reach Zero Hunger”
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Transforming the food system 
to fight malnutrition in all its forms
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Context: Insufficient access to healthy foods 
is the main impediment to combating all forms of 
malnutrition, and especially to reduce the high ra-
tes of overweight and obesity that the region faces. 
The burden of malnutrition implies an enormous 
social expenditure, estimated at USD 25 billion in 
Mexico, USD 4.5 billion in Ecuador and USD 1.5 
billion in Chile. As a result, it is necessary to intro-
duce profound changes in food systems to develop 
healthier and more sustainable dietary patterns.

Objectives: Evaluate, discuss and analyze 
innovative solutions to address the problem of 
malnutrition in the region, considering the points 
of view of the different actors involved: the public 
sector, the private sector, academia and civil socie-
ty. The panel included the participation of four pa-
nelists belonging to each of these sectors and was 
organized around four main questions: What are 
the critical bottlenecks for reducing malnutrition 
and obesity? What successful initiatives can be 
highlighted? What is the balance point between 
healthy eating and food innovation? And, looking 
to the future, what are the priority actions to be 
implemented to face the burden of malnutrition?

Key findings and conclusions: 
The panelists, with different emphases and nuan-
ces, expressed a clear consensus about the need 
to take a multisectoral approach where health, 
education, agriculture and food production con-
verge. Although the types and mechanisms of 
coordination will depend on the situation and ins-
titutions of each country, a high-level governance 
framework is needed to make this issue a long-
term state policy. Moreover, the positive impact of 
the implementation of regulatory frameworks (la-
beling laws, taxes on unhealthy products, among 
others) is highlighted, which must be discussed 
and agreed with all the sectors involved (farmers, 
food industry and consumers). As priority actions 
for the future, the emphasis is on the concept of 

"sustainable diets"; responsible production and 
consumption; in the reduction of food losses and 
waste; to bring production closer to the consumer 
and lower the cost of healthy food through fiscal 
measures; and, in recovering traditional products 
and recipes. Finally, given the multifactorial natu-
re of the problem of overweight and obesity, there 
is a need to implement measures both to reduce 
intake and also to increase the burning of calories 
and fat through physical activity.

Key words:
 
Responsible production and consumption; 
sustainable diet; regulatory framework 
dialogue; intersectoral policy

SP1
Organizer: FAO / Hunger Free Latin America and the Caribbean 
Initiative (RI1) - World Food Program (WFP)

STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUscidsrTSk&index=6&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d


31

Panelists

Carlos Cisternos, National Undersecretary of 
Health and Equality of the Ministry of Health, Ecuador

Felipe Lira, President of the SDG 2 Zero Hunger 
Task Force in Chile; President of "Chile Crece Sano"

Rebecca Kanter, Assistant Professor of Nutrition, 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Chile

Danilo Peréz, Executive Director of the Center for 
Consumer Defense. El Salvador; Member of the Con-
sumers International World Council

Miguel Barreto (moderador), Regional Director of 
the World Food Program, Panama
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Organizer: FAO / Hunger Free Latin America and the Caribbean 
Initiative (RI1) - World Food Program (WFP)
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Promoting a healthier global diet
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Context: Argentina is an important player in 
the international food sector, being the 7th largest 
producer and 11th largest exporter of food and 
beverages in the world. It is in this context that 
the country seeks to position itself as a provider 
of quality food worldwide, realizing its potential 
and responding to new trends and consumer de-
mands.

Objetives: Share and analyze changes in pa-
radigms, oopportunities, advances and challenges 
of public policies and programs aimed at a heal-
thier global diet; the new public-private governan-
ce structures; the challenges and commitments of 
the agro-industrial sector. 

Key findings and conclusions: The 
panelists analyzed from their different perspecti-
ves the trends in food demand and consumption, 
the main food supply problems and the potential 
of Argentina as a global food supplier. First, they 
warned about the rise in hunger worldwide since 
2014 (821 million people undernourished in 2017 
vs. 784 million in 2014), a trend that is also ob-
served in South America. Secondly, the problem 
of malnutrition is evident, with more than 2.3 bi-
llion people suffering from obesity and overwei-
ght worldwide, including more than 60% of those 
over 18 in Argentina.

To meet the demand for food in 2050, FAO es-
timates that agriculture will have to produce al-
most 50% more food, fodder and biofuel. Argen-
tina, due to its geographical extension, and its 
diversity of climates and soils, produces a wide 
range of foods. The Secretariat of Agroindustry 
is promoting increased food production throu-
gh dialogue mechanisms with the private sector 
(competitiveness committees in all the supply 
chains, and more than 30 inter-ministerial pro-
grams), and with an integral approach, which 
considers the environment, health and commerce. 
Its actions are aimed at improving regulatory fra-
meworks, providing technical assistance and tra-
ining, support for domestic and international dis-
tribution efforts (Market in Your Neighborhood / 
Misiones, food fairs, business rounds, More Fruits 

and Vegetables Campaign) and proposals for fi-
nancing lines adapted to the sector. In addition, it 
is also evaluating the potential of some 10 inno-
vative food chains (Premium crops and therapeu-
tic foods), the production of high quality inputs, 
transformation processes such as lyophilization 
and the valorization of gastronomic heritage.

The health perspective provided elements for re-
flection and debate at two different levels. At a 
broader level, the panel highlighted the five ac-
tors that play a leading role in the development of 
healthy, sustainable, ecological, tasty and acces-
sible food: the food production industry, through 
policies that include clear labeling, diversification 
of distribution and restrictions on advertising; 
retailers, through healthy foods in gondolas, the 
promotion of short supply chains, food fairs and 
the improvement of information; schools, throu-
gh food standards and food education; marketing, 
through the empowerment of the population and 
social organizations; and the community, through 
vegetable gardens, the promotion of physical ac-
tivity and empowerment. At a more specific level, 
the participants explained the paradigm shift in 
food safety and quality, as quality control is pro-
gressively moving from a multisectorial, fragmen-
ted and reactive control logic, towards increasingly 
integrated models based on a systemic approach. 
This includes the coordination of institutional res-
ponses within a conceptual and methodological 
framework of risk analysis that prioritizes preven-
tion, changes aimed at promoting coherence and 
intersectoral synergies, as well as the quality and 
transparency of regulations.

Finally, the session closed with the vision of the 
agro-industrial sector with a presentation focu-
sed on the aspects of governance needed to build 
healthier food systems. Considering the progress 
already made in this regard, emphasis was pla-
ced on the importance of internal agreements 
between the actors in the sector (for example, 
self-regulation of advertising); of the need for in-
tersectoriality; the need for public policies to be 
progressive and effective; and of the importance 
of private sector commitments to achieve the sca-
ling up of the transformations.

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

SP2
STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NysMB4oaibg&index=7&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d
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Promoting a healthier global diet

Andrés Murchison, Secretary of Food and Bioeconomy

         Promoting a healthier global diet. Opening 
remarks 

Lino Barañao, Secretary of Government of Science, 
Technology and Productive Innovation

Alberto Cormillot, Founder of the Institute of Food 
and Nutrition

         Study and reflections on food and nutrition 

Natalia Soledad Jakubowski, National Director of 
the National Food Institute (ANMAT)

          Paradigm Shifts in Global Food Safety and 
Quality 

Carla Martin Bonito, Executive Director, COPAL 

          A sustainable food future: Private-public dia-
logue in the context of the G20 

Mercedes Nimo, Secretariat of Food and Bioecono-
my. Moderator

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Panelists and
presentations

Key words:
 
Healthy nutrition; food safety and quality; 
responsible consumption; malnutrition; 
obesity; public policies; agroindustry

Highlight: 
Meeting between FAO and the Coordinator 
of  the Food Products Industries (COPAL) of           
Argentina (November 20, 2018)
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Overcoming rural poverty 
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Context: The recent setback in the reduction 
of rural poverty in the region, expressed in the 
increase of two percentage points in rural pover-
ty and extreme rural poverty between 2014 and 
2016, highlights the need to renew political com-
mitments and public policy strategies to accelera-
te the reduction of this scourge.

Objectives: Analyze the current state of ru-
ral poverty and strategies needed to overcome it.

Key findings and conclusions:  The 
region is not starting from scratch. In recent 
years, the countries of Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean have accumulated innovative experiences 
at a global level, showing that it is possible to re-
duce rural poverty significantly and sustainably. 
However, although valuable, these experiences 
have also shown their limitations in terms of their 
theory of change and scope. That is why, echoing 
the findings and recommendations of the Pano-
rama of Rural Poverty in Latin America and the 
Caribbean 2018, the panelists reinforced the need 
to renew the policy cycle to reduce rural pover-

ty, especially the capacity of agricultural sectors 
to reduce poverty with the participation of family 
farming, strengthening the synergies between so-
cial protection and productive inclusion, sustaina-
ble management of natural resources, rural non-
farm employment and integrated infrastructure 
packages.

In general, the panelists and participants hi-
ghlighted that these technical changes will be 
ineffective if they are not framed in broad and 
far-reaching political commitments towards rural 
areas, which will facilitate not only the incorpora-
tion of all actors to ensure adequate coordination 
and efficiency, but also the integration of different 
views of development to improve their adaptabili-
ty and legitimacy. 
 

Key words:
 
Rural poverty, monetary poverty, 
multidimensional poverty, integrated / 
multisystem problems / solutions, SDG1; 
family farming; social protection

Highlight:
Launch of the 1st Edition of the Regional 
Panorama on Rural Poverty (FAO, 2018)

Organizer: FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Systems for 
Sustainable Rural Development (RI2) – IFAD

P3
STREAMING
ONLINE

http://www.fao.org/3/CA2275ES/ca2275es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/CA2275ES/ca2275es.pdf
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Overcoming rural poverty 

Julio Berdegué, Assistant Director General and 
Regional Representative of FAO for Latin America and 
the Caribbean

Carolina Trivelli, Senior Consultant of the Institute 
of Peruvian Studies, Former Minister of Development 
and Social Inclusion of Peru

          Panorama of Rural Poverty in Latin America and 
the Caribbean: 21st century solutions to end poverty in 
rural areas

Ana Paula de la O, FAO Officer in the Strategic 
Program for the Reduction of Rural Poverty and focal 
point for Latin America

          The FAO framework for Eradicating Extreme 
Poverty

Roberto Angulo, Founding Partner, Inclusión   

Gustavo Gordillo, Former FAO Regional Represen-
tative for Latin America and the Caribbean

Paolo Silveri, Regional Economist of IFAD for Latin 
America and the Caribbean

Panelists and 
presentations
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Sustainability in rural territories: 
The contribution of agroecology 
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Context: In a scenario of stagnation of rural 
poverty rates, of malnutrition in all its forms and 
of a pronounced deterioration of natural resources 
and climate change, agroecology is  a viable alter-
native to move towards more sustainable, inclusi-
ve and resilient food systems.

Objectives: Analyze the contribution of 
agroecology to the sustainability of food systems, 
indicating common lines of action that contribute 
to the revitalization of rural territories, the resto-
ration of the environment and the reduction of 
poverty. 

Key findings and conclusions: The 
debate demonstrated, through concrete expe-
riences, the key role of agroecology in various 
dimensions, including: the diversification of food 
production with reduction of external inputs; the 
revitalization of the local economy and the terri-
tories; the autonomy of producers and the valori-
zation of traditional knowledge and its links with 
science and social processes; the conservation of 
natural resources and biodiversity; the contribu-

tion to productive systems that are more resilient 
to climate change; and the availability and con-
sumption of fresh, diverse and local foods for a 
healthy and nutritious diet.

The panellists agreed that the reorientation of 
funds from traditional agriculture towards agro-
ecology is a strategic step to scale up its role in 
the region. They also insisted that the necessary 
paradigm shift in the form of agricultural and li-
vestock production requires new strategies of ex-
tension and training, and that farmers and rural 
workers become the protagonists of their own 
development in a framework of the right to food 
and food sovereignty.

Organizer: FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Systems for Sus-
tainable Rural Development (RI2)

SP3

Highlights and agreements:
- Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 
between FAO and the Latin American Scientific 
Society of Agroecology (SOCLA)

- Agroecology course within the framework of the 
agreement between FAO and SOCLA

-Incorporation of agroecology as a revitalization 
strategy for the 100 Territories Free from Pover-
ty and Hunger component of the RI2

- Review of the Regional Agroecology Agenda and 
preparation of the 2019 Work Plan

Key words:
 
Agroecology; regional scaling up; social equity; 
mobilization and reorientation of funds; healthy 
eating; agro-ecological transition; sustainable 
food systems; food security; food sovereignty; 
traditional knowledge; social movements

STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hl7ij21hPnY&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&index=12&t=1105s
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Guilherme Brady, Partnership Officer, FAO-HQ

          Global Agroecology: Process, results and steps 
to follow in the regional consultations promoted by 
FAO

Patricia Flores, Coordinator Latin America, IFOAM, 
Organics International

          The impact of agroecological practices in the 
promotion of healthier diets

Santiago Sarandón, President of the Latin Ameri-
can Scientific Society of Agroecology (SOCLA)

        La agroecología: un nuevo paradigma para una 
agricultura sustentable

Eduardo Cerdá, Professor and agroecological advi-
sor, Universidad Nacional de la Plata

          Agroecology, food production, greater profit-
ability, lower costs and greater safety (to promote life, 
health and rural development)

Angela Cordeiro, Comité Asesor, Agroecology Fund

          Mobilizing partners and resources for funding 
agroecology: The Agroecology Fund initiative

Alicia Alem, Member of the APF Agricultural Cooper-
ative of Cañuelas, Argentina, Agroecological Movement of 
Latin America and the Caribbean

          The role of agroecology in the transformation of 
food systems from rural territories

Dulclair Sternadt, Partnership Officer, FAO-LAC 
(Moderator)

Panelists and 
presentations

Organizer: FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Systems for Sus-
tainable Rural Development (RI2)
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22 de noviembre 2018

SP3

Signatories: 

- FAO– SOCLA

 Regional Initiative: 
Family Farming and Inclusive 
Food Systems for sustainable 
rural development (RI2)

Context: The Latin American Scientific Society of Agroecology (SOCLA), created in 2007, 
is a regional organization currently composed of more than 1,000 members whose main objecti-
ve is to promote reflection, discussion and scientific exchange of information on agroecology, to 
enhance its position as an indispensable strategy to achieve rural development and sustainable 
food systems. For its part, FAO begain to define its work strategy in the field of agroecology in the 
First International Symposium on Agroecology (Rome, 2014), which was consolidated during the 
Second Symposium on Agroecology (Brazil, 2018) with the launch of the "Initiative to expand the 
scale of Agroecology ".

On November 22, 2018, FAO and SOCLA signed a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a 
framework for cooperation and collaboration in the promotion of Agroecology.

Agreements: The partners agreed to work together towards the following objectives:

• Strengthen initiatives in their respective agendas in the field of agroecology

• Develop and promote joint actions, within the framework of the regional agroecology agenda 
facilitated and monitored by FAO.

• Combine efforts in the mobilization of resources and relevant partners to promote agroecology 
towards the sustainable and inclusive production and consumption of food in the countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean.

Memorandum of Understanding
between FAO and the Latin American 
Scientific Society of Agroecology 
(SOCLA)

Sustainability in rural territories: 
The contribution of agroecology 

SE
M

I-
PL

EN
A

RY
 3

  N
ov

em
be

r 2
2,

 2
01

8



39

Signatories: 

- FAO– SOCLA

 Regional Initiative: 
Family Farming and Inclusive 
Food Systems for sustainable 
rural development (RI2)

Context: The Latin American Scientific Society of Agroecology (SOCLA), created in 2007, 
is a regional organization currently composed of more than 1,000 members whose main objecti-
ve is to promote reflection, discussion and scientific exchange of information on agroecology, to 
enhance its position as an indispensable strategy to achieve rural development and sustainable 
food systems. For its part, FAO begain to define its work strategy in the field of agroecology in the 
First International Symposium on Agroecology (Rome, 2014), which was consolidated during the 
Second Symposium on Agroecology (Brazil, 2018) with the launch of the "Initiative to expand the 
scale of Agroecology ".

On November 22, 2018, FAO and SOCLA signed a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a 
framework for cooperation and collaboration in the promotion of Agroecology.

Agreements: The partners agreed to work together towards the following objectives:

• Strengthen initiatives in their respective agendas in the field of agroecology

• Develop and promote joint actions, within the framework of the regional agroecology agenda 
facilitated and monitored by FAO.

• Combine efforts in the mobilization of resources and relevant partners to promote agroecology 
towards the sustainable and inclusive production and consumption of food in the countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Impact of the Agtech revolution 
on rural development 
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Context: Agtech is understood as all those 
technologies that, applied to agriculture and li-
vestock, result in a productive, economic or other 
improvement. Agtech, in recent years, has expe-
rienced a real revolution, in which various discipli-
nes have converged to deliver innovative solutions 
to specific value chains; this has meant, in several 
cases, breaking the existing chain and replacing 
it with a completely new one. For the adoption of 
these radical changes, various adaptations are re-
quired and it is the young people who have been 
called on to implement them.
   
Objectives: Open a space for dialogue on the 
impact of Agtech on the development of peoples 
and, in particular, in rural areas. Discuss the effect 
of technological nodes on rural development; on 
the role of women and young people in the adop-
tion of Agtech; on strategies to disseminate and 
incorporate technology into the systems of small 
producers; and on the impact of Agtech on cultu-
ral changes of peoples.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
first steps of Agtech in Argentina where taken in 
the 1980s with the implementation of direct see-
ding. This practice, highly disruptive for its time 
(involving the elimination of tillage and mainte-
nance of permanently covered soils), developed 
an innovative path in food production, which has 
been delivering important advances for the agri-
food sector in Argentina.

There are many technological innovations that 
have been incorporated into Argentina’s agri-food 
sector, which have translated into a fivefold in-
crease in production with only double the area of 
arable land; a reduction of 90% in the erosion of 
agricultural soils; a 60% reduction in the use of 
fossil fuels in agrifood chains; and the expansion 
of the agricultural frontier, among others.

In this context, modern agriculture is key to en-
couraging young people to settle in rural areas. In 
effect, the progress that Argentina has made in 
this matter is reflected in the average age of the 
rural inhabitants of the country; while in Europe 
and the United States, the average age exceeds 
56 years, in Argentina it does not reach 45 years.

Given the above, innovation in rural education ai-
med at the incorporation of Agtech, is essential 
to train future generations who will work in the 
field. In this regard, the experience of the province 
of Misiones and its Agricultural Schools (EFA 4.0) 
that have incorporated robotics into their curri-
culum, is an example to replicate throughout the 
country. These schools seek to reduce the digital 
divide, train rural youth and encourage rural sett-
lement, challenging the students to seek techno-
logical answers themselves to problems that they 
face daily in the field.

Finally, and in order to share concrete experiences 
in Agtech, two successful cases of innovations ai-
med at the agri-food sector were presented. The 
first, SMARTCULTIVA, offered a presentation on 
nanosensors to measure important parameters for 
production in the field (temperature, humidity, pH, 
among others), information that is uploaded to the 
cloud (Internet, via satellite, mobile SIM cards) for 
strategic decision-making in an informed manner. 
The second case was the company SISMAGRO 
and its management system called "Cuaderno 
de Campo" (Field notebook), aimed at small and 
medium producers. The purpose of this system 
is to organize the information that growers have 
abouth their crops and to deliver the tools for their 
best management, all with an adapted and easy to 
understand language. This system is being used 
by rural schools in Latin America, develping inte-
resting expectations for the training of rural youth 
in the region.
       

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

SP4
STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KonZbD-gALo&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&index=12
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Impact of the Agtech revolution 
on rural development 

María Beatriz Giraudo, AAPRESID

          Impact of the Agtech revolution on rural development

Flavia Morales, Diputada Nacional, Misiones

Christian Zechner, CEO, SISMAGRO

Martín Bueno, CEO, SMARTCULTIVA

María Victoria Sttopani, Secretary of Family 
Farming (moderator)

Victoria Zorraquin, Secretary of Family Farming                  
(Moderator)

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Panelists and 
presentations

Key words:
 
Agtech; innovation; youth; technologies;                      
rural education; EFA 4.0
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Agriculture, climate change and 
the need for a new economic approach
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Context: Although it is expected that climate 
change will have negative impacts on the agrifood 
sector, it is possible to identify actions that promo-
te sustained socioeconomic development, throu-
gh the implementation of activities and practices 
of adaptation and mitigation of agriculture to cli-
mate change. Agriculture can become a pillar of 
sustainable growth to the extent that it provides 
greater food security, with more nutritious and 
healthy food, facilitating an integral, equitable 
and resilient development, with low emissions 
and while conserving ecosystem services.

Objectives: Analyze the current context in 
which the agricultural and livestock production of 
Latin America is inserted, from a productive, eco-
nomic and political institutional point of view, and 
in a scenario of climate change that imposes strong 
challenges but also opens several opportunities.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
phenomenon of climate change raises the need to 
rethink the agri-food sector; it can no longer pro-
ceed under the current paradigms. The sustained 
growth of the world population demands more 
efficient and quality productive systems, with a 
strong incorporation of technologies and with 
the least possible impact on the environment, in 
terms of water and carbon footprint. Agriculture 
and the food system are both a cause and a cha-
llenge to face growing rural poverty, social unrest, 
malnutrition and hunger, obesity, loss of produc-
tion and waste in food consumption, destruction 
of biodiversity, soil erosion and the climate crisis. 
Addressing these challenges and correcting the 
causes requires the application of new social, eco-
nomic and environmental approaches.

To face this new scenario, it is necessary to 
approach the phenomenon from different angles. 
One of these is the political-institutional fra-
mework, which must adapt its political guidelines 
and support instruments to provide the necessary 

conditions to accept the changes. The promotion 
of strategic alliances with the sectors involved, 
whether national or international, are extremely 
important; alliances between countries are key to 
generating common strategies of action and coo-
peration. It will be necessary to generate and ma-
nage strategic information for the correct decision 
making; it is no longer possible to do agriculture 
without having prospective analyzes of the risks 
we face, be they related to the climate, market, 
availability of resources such as water and land, 
or others. Moreover, it will be necessary to accom-
modate new productive alternatives; for example, 
the Bioeconomy opens interesting expectations 
of development for the sector.

The changes and adjustments required must 
also permeate society; harmful practices such as 
food waste should be eradicated. It is estimated 
that worldwide, one third of agrifood produc-
tion is wasted in some link of the chain; the area 
that produces this third, is equivalent to the area 
of China, to USD 940 billion, to 8% of the GHG 
emissions and to a quarter of the water used to 
produce food. This also has to do with family eco-
nomies: an average family of four members loses 
USD 1,600 annually due to food waste.

This paradigm shift implies a series of challenges 
that must be faced, such as increasing the com-
petitiveness of the productive base; improving the 
quality of education through the incorporation of 
technologies, sciences, communications; impro-
ving infrastructure and quality of services; attrac-
ting young people as they are the future of rural 
areas; reducing the existing technological gap 
in family farming; among others. Latin America 
and the Caribbean have everything necessary to 
become guarantors of the food security of their 
countries and the world; we must take advantage 
of the obstacles posed by climate change and use 
them as opportunities to change the current para-
digm that governs food production.
   

Organizer: FAO / Sustainable use of natural resources, adaptation to 
climate change and disaster risk management (RI3) - IICA - Alliance for 
Rural Climate Resilience in Latin America

P4
STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkmQo6yjky8&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&index=14
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Agriculture, climate change and 
the need for a new economic approach

Lina Pohl, Minister of Environment and Natural Re-
sources, El Salvador

          New approaches and strategies for sustainable de-
velopment in the context of climate change

Yolanda Kakabadse, Coordinator of the Alliance for 
Rural Climate Resilience of Latin America

Manuel Otero, Director General of the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

Gonzalo Cáceres. Moderator

Panelists and
presentations

Key words:
 
Climate change; new economy; resilience; 
adaptation and mitigation; low carbon 
economy; water footprint
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High-level dialogue on agriculture 
and climate change
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Context: The projections and climate models 
of international organizations such as the Intergo-
vernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in-
dicate that, in the tropical and subtropical zones, 
an increase of 1.5 °C in the average temperature 
will generate considerable impacts, which will be 
serious with an increase between 2 °C and 2.5 
°C by 2080; significant changes in the climate 
will imply high social and economic impacts. It is 
estimated that the impact of climate change on 
agriculture will result in around 36 million people 
at risk of hunger in the region, due to the loss of 
production stability.

Objectives: Analyze the context of agrifood 
systems in a scenario of climate change and share 
the experiences of some governments of the re-
gion in their efforts to face this challenge.

Key findings and conclusions: Clima-
te change poses a threat to agriculture and food 
security due to the levels of uncertainty it introdu-
ces in terms of production and productivity. Some 
countries and actors consider that the demand 
for measures to mitigate climate change and en-
vironmental restrictions in the agricultural sector 
also poses a risk to food security due to the im-
position of barriers to production. In this context, 
there is an important challenge facing countries in 
the region, which must promote low-carbon agri-
culture at increasing levels of production to feed 
the growing world population.On the adaptation of 

agriculture to climate change, there are two lines 
of thought: the first indicates that only an exten-
sive or highly mechanized agriculture with higher 
levels of profitability would have the capacity to 
adapt to climate change; and the other aims at 
strengthening diversified agriculture, focused on 
medium and small-scale family farming, which 
could at the same time generate and distribute in-
come and development opportunities to a broader 
population.

In either case, the introduction of technology, prac-
tices and inputs will be necessary to move towards 
a more resilient agriculture. This implies that food 
producing countries must make financial efforts to 
adapt their agriculture to a global problem who-
se origin is mainly located in the most developed 
countries; this, to the detriment of the necessary 
investment in their own social development, which 
is basically a national problem.

   

Organizer: FAO / Sustainable use of natural resources, adaptation to 
climate change and disaster risk management (RI3) - CIAT

SP5
STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kQgjDBirNE&index=15&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d
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High-level dialogue on agriculture 
and climate change

Lina Pohl, Minister of Environment and Natural Resour-
ces of El Salvador

National program of restoration of ecosystems and landscapes 
of El Salvador as a transforming instrument of agricultural 
production

Ana María Loboguerrero, Global Director of Policy 
Research of the CGIAR Research Program on Climate 
Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS - CIAT)

            Towards a transformation of the food systems of  
Latin America in a changing climate

Gustavo Mostajo, Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation, 
Peru

            Promotion of the sustainable use of natural resources 
and the reduction of emissions in the agricultural sector

Noel Holder, Minister of Agriculture, Guyana

           Public Policies to address the water deficit and adapt 
agriculture to climate change

Gonzalo Cáceres. Moderator

Panelists and 
presentations

Key words:
 
Climate change; mitigation and adaptation; 
transformation of food systems; challenges 
and opportunities of climate change; food 
security; public policies; public-private 
cooperation; SDGs
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The role of Argentine agriculture 
in the face of climate change
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Context: Climate change has triggered count-
less extreme events that are strongly impacting 
Argentina's food production. This has meant the 
need to work in a coordinated and integrated 
manner between the different political levels of 
the country, as well as with the private sector and 
civil society.

Objective: Present Argentina’s National Cli-
mate Change Response Plan, which includes va-
rious sectoral initiatives that are being developed 
in the country.

Key findings and conclusions: This 
semi-plenary session was divided into two pa-
nels held in parallel during the afternoon. The first 
analyzed Argentina’s National Climate Change 
Strategy from four points of view: public sector; 
research and development; civil society; and the 
private sector. The second session delved into the 
work that is currently carried out by the local go-
vernments of the country and the various initiati-
ves in execution.

The National Climate Change Strategy constitu-
tes the conceptual, political and institutional fra-
mework in which all the initiatives in the country's 
development are framed. This Strategy is ma-
naged by the National Climate Change Cabinet, 
which brings together ministers and secretaries 
from sectors affected by the phenomenon. It is 
worth noting the work of this Cabinet, the revision 
of the Inventory of Greenhouse Gases; the defi-
nition of new emissions targets, set in a partici-
patory manner with the different sectors involved; 
the design of about 70 measures, organized sec-
torially and with roadmaps for their implementa-
tion; and a Bill for the effective implementation of 
these measures; among others.

At the forestry, agriculture and livestock level, the 
work is developed in two dimensions: adaptation 
and mitigation. In terms of adaptation, the lines 
of action seek to increase resilience and reduce 

the vulnerability of productive systems through 
territorial planning, comprehensive management 
of risks and information, and the generation and 
transfer of appropriate technologies. For mitiga-
tion, the measures to be implemented are: affo-
restation, crop rotations and the use of biomass 
for energy. In this context, the development and 
transfer of appropriate technologies is essential. 
In addition, it is necessary to define a new com-
mercial strategy for Argentine foods, which chan-
ges negative perceptions and that innovates in 
the adoption and certification of environmental 
standards, while promoting the sustainable and 
carbon neutral character of Argentine food pro-
duction and, above all, its contribution to global 
food security.

Finally, the second panel of the semi-plenary ses-
sion focused on highlighting the different initiati-
ves currently being developed at the provincial and 
municipal levels, emphasizing the importance of 
coordination between the sectors, and the neces-
sary commitment and responsibility required to 
carry out the transformation of agri-food systems.

   

Key words:
 
Climate change; mitigation and adaptation; 
inventory; long-term strategies; climate 
finance funds; international trade; 
sustainability standards; certification

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

SP6
STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGQzuGIJRME&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&index=16
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Carlos Gentile, Secretary of Climate Change and Sus-
tainable Development, Secretariat of Environment and 
Sustainable Development

           The role of Argentine agriculture in the face of 
climate change

Pablo Mercuri, Director, Research Center for Natural 
Resources, INTA

            Agriculture and research on climate change in 
Argentina 

Martin Piñeiro, CARI / GPS, Director of the Agrarian 
Affairs Committee and Co-Chair of Group 3 of the T20, 
Argentina

            Climate change and international insertion of Argentina

Gustavo Idigoras, President of the Chamber of the 
Oil Industry of the Argentine Republic (CIARA) and the 
Center for Grain Exporters (CEC)

           Climate change, impact on agro-food exports

Pablo Bereciartúa, Secretary of Infrastructure and 
Water Policy, Argentina

            The Week of Agriculture and Food

Leonardo Sarquís, Minister of Agribusiness for the 
Province of Buenos Aires

Mauro Casella, Secretary of Territorial Development and 
Social Economy, Minister of Production for the Province of 
Santa Fe

            Agriculture and climate change, a vision from the 
Province of Santa Fe 

Francisco Iguerabide, Advisor to the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Livestock of the Province of Córdoba

Nicolás Lucas, Director of Sustainable Production, Secre-
tariat of Agroindustry, Argentina (Moderator)

            Agricultural sector and climate change in Argentina 

Panelists and 
presentations

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina
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After four days of intense and fruitful discussions, 
the closing session maintained the spirit of diver-
sity that marked the entire event: seven panelists, 
representing different sectors and countries, sha-
red –each from their own perspective– the most 
noteworthy aspects of The Week.

While emphasizing the depth, transparency and 
sincerity of the exchanges generated at the con-
ference thanks to the diversity of the topics, and 
the large number of actors present, the panelists 
highlighted what in their opinion are the most im-
portant challenges:

• The urgent need for dialogue. Dialogue, when 
faced with different visions, contradictions or di-
sagreements, is a difficult exercise that forces us 
out of our comfort zone. The Week took a first step 
in this direction and showed that, although there 
is still a long way to go, dialogue between partici-
pants with different points of view is the only way 
to build solutions to the complex challenges that 
sustainable development demands.

• A sense of urgency. The speed of climate chan-
ge, the growth of poverty, the new problems of 
malnutrition, and the slow development of fami-
ly farming, among others, create a clear sense of 
urgency for action and the transformations that 
must be promoted.

• Cooperation is essential. The growing breadth 
and interdependence of the issues to be addres-
sed in order to achieve the SDGs, requires coor-
dination and cooperation between actors related 
with different topics (agriculture, fisheries, health, 
food, environment, information, climate, educa-
tion, among others) and different institutional spa-
ces (public institutions, academia, private compa-
nies, social movements, unions, farmers, etc.).

• Building a new institutional framework. The 
scale and complexity of the problems faced can 
no longer be addressed by a single institution or 

with fragmented actions on different institutional 
fronts. It is necessary to create a new institutional 
framework to coordinate actions, which must be 
adapted - preferably within each territory - to the 
reality of each country and region.

• The need for new evaluation instruments. 
The speed, complexity and novelty of the pro-
cesses that are occurring need to be studied and 
analyzed in order to advance towards appropria-
te solutions. Clearly, the problems have not been 
"overanalyzed." For example, there is a lack of 
knowledge about food loss and waste. Although 
global figures are known, it is not known in which 
links of the food chain these losses are concen-
trated.

• A large-scale, long-term vision for invest-
ments. The coordination and organization of de-
velopment is taking place at an unprecedented 
scale in the history of humanity. The issues to be 
addressed - in particular, climate change and its 
consequences - need to be addressed with long-
term development strategies that consider invest-
ments of great magnitude.

• The transition from precision agriculture to 
agricultural information technology systems. 
Precision agriculture has already made a contri-
bution in the generation of information; however, 
the current challenge is to process this informa-
tion and use it in the processes of production, 
transformation and commercialization of food, 
thereby launching a new era of agricultural infor-
mation technology systems.

• The challenge of thinking about development 
considering multiple objectives. Generally, ex-
plicitly or implicitly, one development objective 
tends to be prioritized over another (economic 
growth or equity; agricultural development or the 
environment, etc.). The main challenge that arises 
today, however, is how to think about development 
considering all the objectives simultaneously.

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina – FAO

CP
STREAMING
ONLINE
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Carolina Trivelli, Senior Consultant of the Institute of 
Peruvian Studies, Former Minister of Development and Social 
Inclusion, Peru

Nicolás Lucas, Director of Sustainable Production of the 
Secretariat of Agribusiness, Argentina

Martin Piñeiro, Director of the Agrarian Affairs Committee 
of the Argentine Council for International Relations (CARI)

Luis Urriza, Undersecretary of Agriculture in the Secretariat 
of Agribusiness, Argentina

Alberto Broch, Representative of the Alliance for the 
Food Sovereignty of the Peoples of Latin America and the 
Caribbean

Noel Holder, Minister of Agriculture, Guyana

Orestes Ortez, Minister of Agriculture, El Salvador

Santiago del Solar, Chief of Staff at the Secretariat of 
Agribusiness, Argentina

Julio Berdegué, Assistant Director General and Regional 
Representative of FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean
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• The dilemma of inclusive and sustainable te-
chnological development. Technological develo-
pment is often viewed as a process that excludes 
the most vulnerable sectors and generates nega-
tive impacts on the environment. How to produce 
more with less, without leaving anyone behind, or 
mortgaging future generations; how to put Agtech 
at the service of the fight against hunger and po-
verty, contributing to greater equity and sustaina-
bility; how to bring together the visions of modern 
technology and rural development, constitute one 
of the great current challenges. Faced with these 
questions, we must emphasize the contributions 
that agriculture can make in different ways: as a 
carbon capture agent, as a modernized space that 
attracts youth, and as landscapes that offer im-
portant ecosystem services, among others.

• The incorporation of debates on the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals in the political system. 
It is essential to advance in the development of 
good ideas and in the scaling up of good practi-
ces and technologies. This sector, among others, 
plays an important role in national budgetary dis-
cussions, in which countries determine short and 
medium-term priorities.

• Pending issues. During the development of The 
Week, two major aspects associated with food sys-
tems were identified, which should be addressed 
with greater attention in the coming years. These 
are the oceans and fishing, and agroecology.

In conclusion, the representatives of Argentina’s 
Secretariat of Agribusiness and FAO gave their 
views about the conference, highlighting the good 
participation and collegial spirit:

Key words:
 
Dialogue; collaboration; diversity; complex solutions; 
inclusive technological development; SDGs; food 
systems; poverty

"This event was not 
organized by the 
Argentine 
Government and 
FAO on their own; 
it involved 34 
different 
organizations 

that all participated”
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In the Classroom: School feeding 
programs for sustainable development
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Organizer: Hunger Free Latin America and the Caribbean 
Initiative (RI1)

Context: School Feeding Programs (SFP) are 
part of the social policies previously implemented 
in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). In 
recent years, different countries in the region have 
taken measures to link these programs with family 
farming, thus achieving a healthier and balanced 
diet while promoting local development. 

Objectives: i) Discuss and analyze specific 
actions and products in school feeding and food 
and nutritional education; ii) Establish the LAC 
School Meal Action Network proposed by the 
Government of Brazil within the framework of 
the United Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition 
(2016-2026).

Key findings and conclusions: The 
Panel, which was held over three afternoons, was 
attended by 35 representatives from 16 countries 
(Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, San Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Uruguay and Venezuela), and 
representatives of FAO, WFP and UNESCO; In 
addition, the Thünen Institute of the Ministry 
of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection 
(BMELV) of Germany participated, as well as the 
media that reported on the panel’s findings.

The theme of the first day was "Food and Nutri-
tional Education", which included a presentation 
and discussion of the preliminary results of the 
FAO-UNESCO study "The state of food and nu-
tritional education in five LAC countries (Bolivia, 
Chile, Guatemala, Jamaica and the Dominican Re-
public)". The theme of the second day was "Good 
Practices in School Feeding", when information on 
the progress of the FAO-Brazil Project for School 
Food in LAC was shared, and the winners of the 
SFP good practices competition were announced. 
In addition, the FAO-WFP document "Strengthe-
ning the SAPs: The joint work of FAO and WFP 
in LAC" was presented. During the final afternoon, 
the "School Food Action Network" was launched, 
led by the Government of Brazil in the framework 
of the Decade of Action on Nutrition 2016-2026. 
It was agreed that Paraguay will assume the vi-

ce-presidency of the Network; working groups 
were formed to analyze the conceptual aim of the 
Network, and it culminated in a plenary session 
with a debate about the follow-up actions.

Highlights:  
• Launch of the publication: FAO-WFP, 2018, 
"Strengthening the SFPs: Cooperation between 
FAO and WFP in LAC". 

• Launch of the Network of Sustainable Food 
Programs within the framework of the Decade of 
Nutrition.

• Good Practices Competition of the School Feeding 
Program: Awards recognizing the experiences of 
the Dominican Republic, El Salvador and Paraguay.

• Press releases: Agrofy (Argentina) and El País 
(Spain).

Agreements:  
•  To share the FAO-UNESCO study on food and 

nutritional education and hold a virtual meeting 
with technical groups for interpretation of 
results and analysis.

• As part of the Network’s future agenda, it was 
agreed to: i) share the study in other regions of 
the world (Africa and Asia) throug the National 
Fund for the Development of Education and 
the Brazilian Cooperation Agency; ii) cooperate 
with other school feeding initiatives in the 
region; iii) share proposals at the country level 
and coordinate with other Network focal points 
(food guides, salt reduction, family farming 
and Food and Nutrition Security governance) 
iv) hold face-to-face meetings with Ministers 
of Education, Agriculture and Health, and/or 
with other ministries responsible for school 
feeding policy, including the participation of 
lawmakers.

PP1
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In the Classroom: School feeding 
programs for sustainable development

Organizer: Hunger Free Latin America and the Caribbean 
Initiative (RI1)

Panelists and 
presentations

Israel Rios, Nutrition Officer, FAO

         Double burden of Malnutrition, School Feeding 
Programs

Mary Guinn Delaney, Regional Advisor, OREALC 
UNESCO
         
         A look at the school curriculum

Mariela Ortega,  Director of the Department of Nutrition and 
School Health - INABIE, Dominican Republic

           Food and Nutritional Education. Good practices in 
EAN, Dominican Republica

Winston Canqui, Former director of SFP, Bolivia

Productive Socio-Community Educational Model

Karine Silva dos Santos, General Coordinator of 
PNAE, Brazil
           
           National School Feeding Program, PNAE  

Gloria Liz Casco, Extension expert, DEAG

           Final Result of the Best School Feeding Practices  
Contest in Latin America and the Caribbean, 2018

José Manuel Guerrero, Director, Centro Escolar Cantón 
San Isidro, Izalco Municipality

           Final Result of the Best School Feeding Practices  
Contest in Latin America and the Caribbean, 2018

Nelson de los Santos, Director INABIE, Dominican 
Republic

Final Result of the Best School Feeding Practices
Contest in Latin America and the Caribbean, 2018

Giulia Baldi, Regional Adviser Social Protection WFP; 
Israel Rios, Nutrition Officer, FAO

            Strengthening School Feeding Programs - the Joint 
Work of FAO and WFP in Latin America and the Caribbean

Karine Santos y Sra. Gehysa Lago, Representatives 
of the Government of Brazil - FNDE and ABC 

           From the classroom: school feeding for sustainable 
development

Bruno Silva, Assitant of PNAE, Brasil

Presentation of the PNAE Video, Brazil

Key words:
 
School feeding, nutrition education, 
nutrition, social protection, United Nations
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Najla Veloso, Regional Coordinator of the Project 
Consolidation of School Feeding Programs in LAC

The School Feeding landscape in the region and its 
implications for the SDGs
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Regional dialogue: Latin American 
solutions to food waste
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Organizer: FAO / Hunger Free Latin America and 
the Caribbean Initiative (RI1) 

Context: The 2030 Agenda is clear in pro-
posing a series of commitments linked to the 
promotion of more responsible production and 
consumption practices, where socio-economic 
advances are accompanied by a greater unders-
tanding of the social and environmental processes 
necessary to achieve them. In this regard, different 
public and private actors have identified various 
problems that limit the sustainability of food sys-
tems, such as the amount of food that is lost and 
wasted every day in the fields, distribution chan-
nels and homes.

Objective: This regional dialogue, the fourth 
of a series of events held since 2015, aimed to fo-
llow up on the recommendations of the 35th FAO 
Regional Conference for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, exploring in greater depth the causes 
and impacts of food loss and waste on the sustai-
nability of food systems, and on the solutions and 
partnerships for its prevention.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
IV Regional Dialogue "Latin American solutions to 
food loss and waste" held during The Week of Agri-
culture and Food, took place over two afternoons, 
with the participation of 60 actors representing a 
wide range of sectors, including national gover-
nments (Germany, Colombia, Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile, Cuba, Mexico and Uruguay) and sub-natio-
nal government agencies (provincial governments 
of Santa Fe and the City of Buenos Aires; Monte-
video Municipality), as well as public institutions, 
private companies, civil society and multilateral 
agencies such as Save Food Costa Rica; IICA; 
EMBRAPA; COPAL; Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB); Consumer Goods Forum (CGF); 
Unilever; Agro-industrial associations; World Ne-
twork of Food Banks; Social Gastronomy Network, 
among others.

The result of this meeting was a call to action un-
der the general agreement by a group of actors to 
move from commitment to action for the preven-
tion and reduction of food loss and waste through 
concrete solutions. The honorary witnesses who 

signed this Call to Action included representatives 
from FAO, Argentina’s Ministry of Agribusiness, 
the IDB, the Thünen Institute of Germany, the 
Consumer Goods Forum and the World Network 
of Food Banks.

Future Actions: The assembled actors 
agreed to carry out the following actions during 
2019:

• Join forces and implement concrete actions 
in the quantification, prevention and reduc-
tion of food loss and waste — in all areas — to 
achieve the goal of halving post-harvest and 
processing food losses, as well as waste at the 
retail and household level (Target 12.3 of the 
Sustainable Development Goals on Respon-
sible Production and Consumption under the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development).

 
• Manage, invest and implement action plans 

created with the participation of the diffe-
rent actors of the food systems (producers, 
institutions, companies, civil society, associa-
tions, academia, legislators, educators, consu-
mers, among others) that will allow progress 
towards the reduction of food losses and was-
te, promoting greater sustainability of food 
systems, with positive economic, social and 
environmental impacts on the planet, the re-
gion and its inhabitants.

Additionally, within the framework of the event, a 
specific meeting was held for Argentina in con-
junction with the Ministry of Agribusiness, multi-
lateral agencies and the private sector, in order to 
finalize the PDA action plan - 2019/2020, which 
includes the realization of studies related to food 
production chains, training and awareness.

PP2
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Regional dialogue: Latin American 
solutions to food waste

Organizer: FAO / Hunger Free Latin America and 
the Caribbean Initiative (RI1) 

Panelists and 
presentations

OPENING SESSION: 

Andrés Murchison, Undersecretary of Food and Bioeconomy, 
Secretary of Agribusiness, Argentina 

Stefan Lange, Thünen Institut (Alemania) 
  
          MACS-G20 Collaboration Initiative on Food, Loss & Waste

Pilar Santacoloma, FAO, Colombia/Panamá

1ST SESSION: Food Loss and Waste in Latin America and          
the Caribbean

Marco Sánchez Cantillo, FAO, Rome

Mercedes Nimo, Secretariat of Agroindustry, Argentina

Erika Rodriguez, Consumer Goods Forum

German Sturzenegger, IDB #NoWaste

Jose Saavedra, Montevideo Food Unit

Kathleen Machado, Ministry of Social Development, Brazil

2ND SESSION: Challenges and Opportunities for Cooperation 
and Investment between Countries and Stakeholders 

 Nicola Gryzcka, Gastromotiva Brasil

Alfredo Kasdorf, The Global FoodBanking Network

Laura Brenes, Save Food Costa Rica

Karen Vizental, Unilever

Maria Cecilia Antún, Government of CABA

Michely Vega, INIFAT Cuba. Task Force 1: Primary production

Murillo Freire, EMBRAPA Brasil. Task Force 2: Processing, trans-
port, and packaging

Laura Neirotti, COPAL. Task Force 3: National and international 
trade and the wholesale market

Gustavo Porpino, EMBRAPA Brasil. Task Force 4: Food waste at 
the retail and household level

Mauricio Rebolledo, INEGI México. Task Force 5: Policies

Pilar Eguilor, Ministry of Agriculture, Chile. Task Force 5: Policies

Ady Beitler, Nilus. Task Force 6: Social Organizations and enter-
prises

CLOSING SESSION
Julio Berdegué, Assistant Director General and Regional Repre-
sentative of FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean

MODERATORS:

Natalia Basso, Secretariat of Agroindustry, Argentina

Hernán Santucho, Secretariat of Agroindustry, Argentina

Gustavo Polenta, INTA, Argentina

Elizabeth Kleiman, FAO, Argentina

Sara Granados, FAO Chili

Felicitas Schneider, Thünen Institute
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PP2
Buenos Aires Call to Action on                                                                                   

   Food Loss and Waste

Honorary Witnesses:   

- FAO
- Secretariat of Agroindustry, Argentina
- IDB
- Thünen Institut
- Consumer Goods Forum
- The Global FoodBanking Network

 Regional Initiative: 
Hunger Free Latin America 
and the Caribbean Regional 
Initiative: (RI1)

  Context: One out of every three kilos of food produced in the region is lost along the 
chain. Recognizing that the reduction of food loss and waste constitutes a triple win — 
greater availability of food; more efficient use of natural resources and increased income 
for agricultural producers and enterprises — government delegates, representatives of 
the private sector, cooperation agencies and the United Nations System, development 
banks, representatives of civil society and academics of the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean gathered in the framework of the IV Regional Dialogue "Latin Amer-
ican solutions to food loss and waste" to express their support for this call to action, 
which is the result of public-private cooperation.

Agreements:
• Combine efforts and implement concrete actions in quantification, prevention and re-

duction in all areas to achieve the goal of halving post-harvest food losses, as well as 
food waste at the retail and household level.

 
• Develop, invest and implement action plans created with the participation of the dif-

ferent actors of the food systems (producers, institutions, companies, civil society, as-
sociations, academia, legislators, educators, consumers, among others) that will allow 
progress towards reduction in food losses and waste, promoting greater sustainability 
of food systems, with positive economic, social and environmental impacts on the plan-
et, the region and its inhabitants.

Regional dialogue: Latin American 
solutions to food waste
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Highlight:
Signing of the Buenos Aires Call to Action on 
Food Loss and Waste

Key words:
 
Food loss and waste, food systems, 
actions, Latin America, private actors

Buenos Aires Call to Action on                                                                                   
   Food Loss and Waste

Honorary Witnesses:   

- FAO
- Secretariat of Agroindustry, Argentina
- IDB
- Thünen Institut
- Consumer Goods Forum
- The Global FoodBanking Network

 Regional Initiative: 
Hunger Free Latin America 
and the Caribbean Regional 
Initiative: (RI1)

  Context: One out of every three kilos of food produced in the region is lost along the 
chain. Recognizing that the reduction of food loss and waste constitutes a triple win — 
greater availability of food; more efficient use of natural resources and increased income 
for agricultural producers and enterprises — government delegates, representatives of 
the private sector, cooperation agencies and the United Nations System, development 
banks, representatives of civil society and academics of the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean gathered in the framework of the IV Regional Dialogue "Latin Amer-
ican solutions to food loss and waste" to express their support for this call to action, 
which is the result of public-private cooperation.

Agreements:
• Combine efforts and implement concrete actions in quantification, prevention and re-

duction in all areas to achieve the goal of halving post-harvest food losses, as well as 
food waste at the retail and household level.

 
• Develop, invest and implement action plans created with the participation of the dif-

ferent actors of the food systems (producers, institutions, companies, civil society, as-
sociations, academia, legislators, educators, consumers, among others) that will allow 
progress towards reduction in food losses and waste, promoting greater sustainability 
of food systems, with positive economic, social and environmental impacts on the plan-
et, the region and its inhabitants.
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Meeting of the Network of Food Supply 
and Distribution Systems
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Organizer:  FAO – Hunger-Free Latin America and the Carribean Initiative (RI1)

Context: Food Supply and Distribution Sys-
tems (FSDS) are important structures to guaran-
tee physical access to healthy foods for the popu-
lation, particularly the most vulnerable. Expanding 
this institutional role through wholesale markets, 
of which there are about 293 in the region, will 
strengthen partnerships and technical coopera-
tion strategies towards sustainable food systems.

Objective: Develop a dialogue on the challen-
ges at the regional level in food supply issues that 
helps to develop a regional public policy agenda 
that coordinates the actions of companies and pu-
blic institutions for the supply and distribution of 
food, including wholesale markets.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
panel was attended by 50 people: 12 managers 
of public food supply systems in eight countries 
(Brazil, Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, and Paraguay); 24 wholesale 
market representatives from 11 countries (Argen-
tina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Portugal, France, 
Mexico, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay and 
Venezuela); 13 observers invited by the Latin Ame-
rican Federation of Supply Markets (FLAMA); and 
academics.

The main result of the panel was the definition of 
a Technical Cooperation Agenda to strengthen the 
work of Food Supply Systems and support whole-
sale markets that includes:

• A Technical Cooperation Agenda at the re-
gional level on issues of food supply and dis-
tribution for the period 2018-2020, aimed at 
improving institutional markets, promoting 
coordination between the public and private 
sectors, highlighting the strategic role of who-
lesale markets, improving market informa-
tion systems and generating and transferring 
knowledge about issues such as management 
of strategic food reserves, pricing, manage-
ment of market risks, and the promotion of 
"Good Management Practices for Supply Cen-
ters/Wholesale Markets.”

• The signing of the Memorandum of Unders-
tanding between FAO - FLAMA, which esta-
blishes a technical cooperation agreement for 
a period of five years (see details in box).

• A 2019-2020 Activities Plan that includes a 
diagnosis of the price information systems 
managed by the SPAA; exchanges of expe-
riences on managing strategic reserves, set-
ting prices and managing market risks; pre-
paring a manual of Good Practices; training in 
the SPAA Network and FLAMA in the mana-
gement of the FAO-AMIS Network (Agricultu-
ral Market Information System); and holding 
an evaluation meeting.

PP3

Highlight :
Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 
FAO - Latin American Federation of Supply Mar-
kets (FLAMA)

Key words:
 
Public food supply system; wholesale 
markets; market information system
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Meeting of the Network of Food Supply 
and Distribution Systems

Organizer:  FAO – Hunger-Free Latin America and the Carribean Initiative (RI1)
Walter Belik, Researcher, Universidad de Campiñas, 
México

           Transformations in the Food System and Opera-
tion of Wholesale Food Markets

Raul Giboudot, Secretary General. Latin American Federa-
tion of Wholesale Food Markets

            Good practices of Wholesale Markets and inclusion 
of small producers

Rodrigo Solano,  General Manager of the National Food 
Supply Unit (UNA-EP), Ecuador

Food supply and distribution, experience in Ecuador.

César Duarte, Technical Advisor, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Paraguay

           Distribution of Family Farming Products in Whole-
sale Markets: The Experience of CECOPROA
Paraguay 

Noe Serrano,  General Manager of the National Food Sup-
ply Unit ( UNA-EP), Ecuador

           Technological innovation for information systems: food 
prices and market behavior

Panelists and 
presentations
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PP3
Memorandum of Understanding 

  FAO and the Latin American Federation of 
  Supply Markets (FLAMA)

Signatories:   

FAO – FLAMA

 Regional Initiative: 
Hunger-Free Latin America 
and the Carribean (RI1)

Context: The Latin American Federation of Supply Markets (FLAMA), International 
Non-Governmental Organization created in 2004, groups 264 supply centers, located 
in all major cities of Latin America. On November 21, 2018, FAO and FLAMA signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (in the presence of representatives from 17 countries 
in the region) to collaborate on the issues of food supply and distribution, and promote 
access to healthy foods in a joint effort with the Public Food Supply System Network.

Agreements: Develop a regional action plan that enhances the work of wholesale 
markets in the region, aiming to make important changes that contribute to the fight 
against hunger and poverty, and facilitate physical access to healthy foods. The main 
topics are:

• The development and dissemination of good practices of inclusive trade and reduction 
of losses and waste.

• Strengthening the management models of wholesale markets in the region.

• Achieve food and nutritional security, sustainable production of agricultural goods and 
services, public food supply systems for the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

• The strengthening of the capacities of key actors involved and the optimization of tech-
nical assistance processes.

• The improvement of access to information, knowledge, experiences, technologies and 
support services in the areas of fresh food supply in the region provided by wholesale 
markets.

• The inclusion of family farming and its economic organizations in public procurement 
processes that allow them to generate income, access fair prices for their products, and 
thereby improve their quality of life.
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Memorandum of Understanding 
  FAO and the Latin American Federation of 
  Supply Markets (FLAMA)

Signatories:   

FAO – FLAMA

 Regional Initiative: 
Hunger-Free Latin America 
and the Carribean (RI1)

Context: The Latin American Federation of Supply Markets (FLAMA), International 
Non-Governmental Organization created in 2004, groups 264 supply centers, located 
in all major cities of Latin America. On November 21, 2018, FAO and FLAMA signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (in the presence of representatives from 17 countries 
in the region) to collaborate on the issues of food supply and distribution, and promote 
access to healthy foods in a joint effort with the Public Food Supply System Network.

Agreements: Develop a regional action plan that enhances the work of wholesale 
markets in the region, aiming to make important changes that contribute to the fight 
against hunger and poverty, and facilitate physical access to healthy foods. The main 
topics are:

• The development and dissemination of good practices of inclusive trade and reduction 
of losses and waste.

• Strengthening the management models of wholesale markets in the region.

• Achieve food and nutritional security, sustainable production of agricultural goods and 
services, public food supply systems for the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

• The strengthening of the capacities of key actors involved and the optimization of tech-
nical assistance processes.

• The improvement of access to information, knowledge, experiences, technologies and 
support services in the areas of fresh food supply in the region provided by wholesale 
markets.

• The inclusion of family farming and its economic organizations in public procurement 
processes that allow them to generate income, access fair prices for their products, and 
thereby improve their quality of life.
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RELASER annual meeting: 
Rural extension and innovation 
for development
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Organizer: The Latin American Network of Rural Extension Services 
(RELASER)

Context: RELASER seeks to support public 
and private rural extension and innovation sys-
tems in Latin America, which promote sustaina-
ble development, by generating spaces for debate 
and the development of strategies for improve-
ment. The network is led by a large group of pu-
blic and private institutions in the region and is 
also part of the Global Forum for Rural Advisory 
Services (GFRAS).

Although RELASER has made important progress 
during its eight years of existence, in 2018 it was 
deemed necessary to carry out a deeper reflection 
on its current and future situation, considering the 
network’s challenge to establish itself as a refe-
rence in the regional debate, thereby helping to 
produce the changes and innovations that contri-
bute to improving the quality of life of people in 
rural territories and promoting sustainable rural 
development.

Objectives: Define RELASER’s me-
dium-term work guidelines, prepare a roadmap 
and review its governance structure to obtain the 
desired results, under the guidance of the strate-
gic plan approved by the network.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
ninth annual meeting was attended by 45 people 
from the public sector, private sector, civil society, 
producer organizations, academia, cooperation 
agencies, among other participants involved in 
rural extension services and technical assistance 
(ATER). The applied methodology was participatory 
and included group and plenary discussion spaces.

The objective of the first session, called "The 
ATER Knowledge Management Platform as an 
instrument to develop network proposals", was to 
present and validate a work process for the gene-
ration of products that make the network a proac-
tive and influential organization. Its main results 
were: (i) a conceptual analysis and definition of 
what is meant by quality in extension services; (ii) 
a validated proposal on quality criteria and indica-

tors in extension services, which may be useful for 
different programs and projects; (iii) a proposal for 
collaborative work within the network and effecti-
ve dissemination mechanisms; (iv) a presentation 
of the topic "Criteria and Indicators to measure 
the quality of extension services"; (v) the creation 
of a working group that will continue to address 
the issue.

In the second session, the results of activities ca-
rried out in 2018 were presented in the framework 
of the Knowledge Management Platform project. 
The lessons learned from this process were dis-
cussed from the perspective of national forums 
and at the regional level. In addition, a reflection 
was made on future perspectives.

The last session of the meeting was devoted to 
discussing the governance of the network, the ro-
les and responsibilities of the different levels, with 
a strong emphasis on the importance of national 
forums. Its main results were: (i) an agreement on 
the governance structure of the network and the 
identification of a strategy for improvement; (ii) a 
strategy to encourage the development of forums 
in countries where they do not exist or are very un-
derdeveloped; (iii) a proposal for the creation of re-
levant work groups for the operation of the network.

Finally, the meeting of the RELASER Steering 
Committee was held, a space that took stock of 
the activities executed during 2018. Likewise, the 
2018 platform and the projects associated with 
the network were reviewed.
 
Throughout the meeting, there was an exhaustive 
discussion on the financing of RELASER, especia-
lly in light of the possible contribution of IFAD for 
the next five years, and the need for a co-financing 
strategy to ensure the sustainability of the network.

PP4
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RELASER annual meeting: 
Rural extension and innovation 
for development

Organizer: The Latin American Network of Rural Extension Services 
(RELASER)

Agreements:
• It was agreed that Colombia would be the host 
for the next meeting of the Network

• A task force was created within the network 
that will continue working on the topic "Criteria 
and Indicators to measure the quality of exten-
sion services”

Key words:
 
Technical assistance and rural extension; 
RELASER; GFRAS; ATER; strategic plan; 
sustainable rural development; financing
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II Meeting of the Alliance for 
the Elimination of Rural Poverty 
in Latin America
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Organizer:  FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Sys-
tems for sustainable rural development (RI2) - Alliance for 
the Elimination of Rural Poverty in Latin America

Context: The Alliance for the Elimination of 
Rural Poverty in Latin America aims to identify, 
disseminate and support the implementation of 
a renewed set of politically viable and technically 
feasible proposals in rural areas of the region, in 
order to meet Sustainable Development Goal 1. 
The Alliance was initially convened by FAO and 
IFAD as a group of independent experts organi-
zed around a common initiative at the service of 
the region, countries, governments, and interna-
tional organizations. Its first activity was to launch 
a workshop, on August 28-29, 2017, in Santiago, 
Chile, where nearly 20 members met and the ini-
tial priority topics were decided. This panel was 
the second meeting of the Alliance.

Objective: Review the activities of the Allian-
ce in the last 15 months, including the renewal of 
the regional narrative, the preparation of thematic 
studies, and its involvement in dialogue processes 
at the national level, among others.

Key findings and conclusions:             
Discussions were held on four main topics:

1. New approaches and measurements of 
rural poverty. The limitations of the measure-
ment of monetary poverty and existing mul-
tidimensional schemes were presented. The 
need to capture the multidimensional aspect 
of rural poverty was discussed, according to 
its own characteristics and not as a mere di-
saggregation of urban needs; in other words, 
there is a need to move from a Multidimensio-
nal Poverty Index (MPI) "disaggregated at the 
rural level" to an MPI "of rural poverty". The 
participants highlighted that eliminating rural 
poverty is an area of high public value, althou-
gh it has political complications and impor-
tant technical challenges. A discussion docu-

ment will be drafted in order to define future 
courses of action. In addition, the importance 
of coordinating the actions of the Alliance 
with the agreement signed between FAOHQ 
and OPHI (Oxford Poverty and Human Deve-
lopment Initiative), which will come into force 
in 2019, was emphasized.

2. Pathways of involvement of the Allian-
ce at the country level. Together with Álvaro 
Ramos, it is agreed to strengthen ties with the 
IFAD-CLAEH-MERCOSUR Alliance, based 
on the good experience in Colombia reated to 
political dialogues. It is also agreed to link the 
generation of proposals by the Alliance with 
the FAO capacity building program (HQ and 
LAC courses), taking advantage of the FAO’s 
network of experts and the development of 
virtual and face-to-face training activities.

3. Incorporation of new members. Once 
the Alliance's 2019 action plan is defined, it 
will seek to attract new members based on 
the suggestions of the founding members.

4. Preparation of the 2019 work plan: 
A plan will be agreed including actions in 
knowledge generation (evaluation and other 
specific topics) and interventions in certain 
countries (processes in key countries and ca-
pacity building), according to the opportuni-
ties and demands identified in the first quar-
ter of 2019.

PP5
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II Meeting of the Alliance for 
the Elimination of Rural Poverty 
in Latin America

Agreements:
• Agreement to advance in the multidimensional 
measurement of rural poverty

• III Meeting of the Alliance will be held in Octo-
ber 2019

Key words:
 
Alliance; rural poverty; monetary poverty; 
multidimensional poverty; MPI; linkages; 
public policies

Carolina Trivelli, ISenior Consultant of the Institute of 
Peruvian Studies, Former Minister of Development and Social 
Inclusion of Peru

           Progress of the Alliance for the Elimination of 
Rural Poverty

Panelists and 
presentations
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Natural resources for sustainable rural 
development: Access and governance
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Organizer: FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Systems 
for sustainable rural development (RI2)

Context: In a scenario of stagnation of rural 
poverty reduction rates, there are several cau-
ses and factors that could explain this situation. 
Among them, the lack of access of family farmers 
to natural resources, including land and water, is an 
important issue that was discussed in this panel.

Objectives: Analyze the challenges of gover-
nance of natural resources for sustainable rural 
development, and share experiences, lessons lear-
ned and recommendations.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
presentations generated a high level of debate on 
the possibilities of replicating successful experien-
ces in other territories. Various experiences and 
strategies for addressing the governance of na-
tural resources, particularly land and water, were 
analyzed, including:

• The promotion of territorial governance throu-
gh community mapping (e.g. Guatemala);

• The creation of territorial development task 
forces and the promotion of their sustainabili-
ty (e.g. Uruguay);

• The linkage of resettlement policies and their 
necessary evolution in terms of socio-environ-
mental biomes (e.g. Incra and Coprofam);

• The creation of cooperatives to link income 
stability with social protection (e.g. France);

• The challenges of the promotion of the territo-
rial rights of indigenous peoples (e.g. CADPI) 
and of land tenure in protected areas (e.g. 
Guatemala).

The event included the participation of repre-
sentatives of the public and private sectors, civil 
society, NGOs and international organizations, 
among others. It is worth noting the participation 
of representatives of the Caribbean during the se-
cond day of the event, which was when the Guya-
na Land and Survey Commission gave its presen-
tation. There was also an important participation 
of social movements from the region throughout 
the event.

Agreements:
Implementation and monitoring of the Regional 
agenda and the strategies of the participating 
countries

Key words:
 
Access and use of land and water; 
governance of natural resources; land 
tenure; family farming; differentiated 
policies; land regularization; land reform; 
indigenous peoples; tenure rights; land 
registry; voluntary guidelines; free, prior 
and informed consent
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Natural resources for sustainable rural 
development: Access and governance

Organizer: FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Systems 
for sustainable rural development (RI2) Zulema Burneo, Regional Coordinator for Latin America 

and the Caribbean, Peru

            Challenges and commitments for land governance in 
Latin America

Joseph Le Blanc, CEO Terracoopa
                 
                Presentation 1: Access to land for new farmers in 
France: How civil society closes state gaps
 
                Presentation 2: The cooperative of agriculture and 
environmental activities and employment. A new form of 
cooperation

              
               Presentation 1: Uruguay: Policies for access to land 
promoted by the National Institute of Colonization (INC)               

               Presentation 2: Uruguay: How to integrate policies of 
land access with other policies to support rural settlement

Imerio Lobo Caniche, Representative of Utz Che, Gua-
temala

            Strengthening of Community Governance Systems

Eileen Mairena, Representative of CADPI, Nicaragua.

Land tenure rights and territories of indigenous peoples in Lat-
in America: The path to good indigenous territorial governance

Jorge Tadeu Jatobá, Acting President of INCRA, Brazil

Presentation 1: National Rural Survey System - SNCR

Presentation 2: Development. Policies for rural settlement,
production incentives and for staying on the land.

Axcel de Leon, Director RIC, Guatemala

            Census as a tool for the integral development of Gua-
temala. The experience in the recognition and declaration of 
communal lands and protected areas in areas under census 
processes

Durwin Humphrey, Manager Guyana land and survey 
commission

            Land Administration in Guyana

Alberto Broch, Vice-President and Secretary of Interna-
tional Relations CONTAG
        
            Public policies for Family Farming: Rural Settlement and 
Succession in Latin America.

Sr. Jorge Stanley, Representative of the Alliance for Food 
Sovereignty, Panama

Panelists and 
presentations
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Jacqueline Gómez, President of the National 
Institute of Colonization, Uruguay
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Disaster risk: How to reduce damages 
and losses in the agricultural sector?
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Organizer: FAO / Sustainable use of natural resources, adaptation 
to climate change and disaster risk management (RI3)

Context: The interpretation of agroclimatic 
information for decision-making, as well as the 
scaling up of financial instruments for investment 
in family farming risk reduction, are initiatives that 
have been prioritized during the first three years 
of implementation of CELAC’s Regional Strategy 
for Disaster Risk Management in the Agricultural 
Sector and Food and Nutritional Security in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (2018-2030).

Objective: Discuss the trends, lessons lear-
ned and recommendations on the mobilization of 
resources for the implementation of agroclimatic 
information systems for decision-making, and for 
the scaling up of financial instruments for invest-
ment in risk reduction of family farming.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
panel was divided into two sessions. The first ad-
dressed the trends, lessons learned and oppor-
tunities for the implementation of participatory 
climate information services for agriculture, while 
the second focused on the opportunity for finan-
cial instruments to increase the resilience of the 
agricultural sector. The main results and messa-
ges are summarized as follows:

• Preventive action to reduce the risks of disas-
ters that impact the agricultural sector and 
food and nutritional security, requires climate 
information services for agriculture that are 
integrated, participatory and action-oriented.

• The information generated by climate infor-
mation services must be translated into useful 
recommendations that reach the producers 
and the territorial actors in a clear and timely 
manner to support informed decision-making.

• It is necessary to scale up the approach of di-
saster risk reduction in all sector-specific pu-
blic and private investment, through ex ante 
financial risk management schemes, in all 
areas, guaranteeing the transition to a sustai-
nable and resilient agriculture.

• To achieve the above, it is necessary to stren-
gthen the dialogue between ministries of 
agriculture and ministries of economy and 
finance, while highlighting the needs and 
vulnerabilities of the sector, and realizing its 
potential to reduce damages and losses from 
disasters through a better and greater appli-
cation of financial instruments that contribute 
to the development of resilience in the sector.

Agreements:
The results of the two panels will be included in 
the respective initiatives that support the im-
plementation of CELAC’s Regional Strategy for 
Disaster Risk Management in the Agricultural 
Sector and Food and Nutritional Security in Lat-
in America and the Caribbean (2018-2030)

Key words:
 
Disaster risk management; preventive 
action; vulnerability; damages and losses; 
sectoral resilience
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Organizer: FAO / Sustainable use of natural resources, adaptation 
to climate change and disaster risk management (RI3)

Anna Ricoy, Disaster Risk Management Officer, FAO

            Disaster risk: How to reduce damages and losses in the 
agricultural sector 

Franklin Condori, Head of the Rural Contingency Unit, 
Ministry of Rural Development and Land, Bolivia

Deissy Martinez Barón, Regional Coordinator of CCAFS 
for Latin America

Nelson Lozano, Coordinator of the Environmental Man-
agement and Climate Change Group, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Colombia

Diego Enrique Giraldo, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development - Gobernación de Caldas, Colombia

Elba Fiallo Pantziou, Project Coordinator, Internation-
al Center for the Investigation of the El Niño Phenomenon 
(CIIFEN)

Juan Enrique García, Head of Programs of the Spanish 
Agency for International Cooperation, AECID (Moderator)

Javier Caniggia Bengolea, National Director of Emer-
gencies and Agricultural Disasters, Secretariat of Agroindustry, 
Argentina

Santos Daniel Cervantes, Treasurer of the Council of 
the Shusho River Microbasin, Guatemala

Iker Llabrés, Specialist in M&E of the Micro Insurance 
Catastrophe Risk Organization (MiCRO) in El Salvador

José Manuel Iraheta, Economic Affairs Officer of the 
Agricultural Development and Climate Change Unit of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America of the United Na-
tions (ECLAC)

Rodolfo Beazley, Senior Consultant, Oxford Policy Man-
agement (OPM)

María Methol, Technical Advisor in Risk Management and 
Agricultural Insurance, Ministry of Livestock, Agriculture and 
Fisheries of Uruguay (Moderator)

Elizabeth Riley, Deputy Executive Director, Caribbean 
Disaster Management Agency (CDEMA) (Summary of the 
discussion)

Panelists and 
presentations

Session 1. Trends, lessons learned and opportuni-
ties in the implementation of participatory clima-
te information services for agriculture

Session 2. Opportunities for financial instru-
ments to increase the resilience of the agricultu-
ral sector
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Food and Health: Sustainable production
as an alternative to improve consumption 
habits
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Context: The strategy of the National Direc-
torate of Food and Beverages of Argentina’s Se-
cretariat of Agroindustry is based on an approach 
to productive and technological innovation that 
generates a virtuous circle between responsible 
production and consumption, healthy eating, res-
pect for the environment and reduction of food 
loss and waste.

Objective: Demonstrate, based on concrete 
experiences, how sustainable production can be 
an alternative to improve consumption habits.

Key findings and conclusions: Qua-
lity and marketing seals in short supply chains are 
powerful tools to promote responsible production 
and consumption. This is shown by experien-
ces such as those of the Geographical Indication 
Group "Alcauciles Platenses" or the Association of 
Small-Scale Fishermen of Salto Grande. In both 
cases, the visibility and popularity of the products 
with consumers has allowed the chain to be stren-
gthened as a whole, improving the quality of the 
products and faciltiating distribution. Thus, the 
group of artichoke producers, after a long process 
of cooperation supported by the Secretariat of 
Agroindustry, managed to register the Geographi-
cal Indication "Alcauciles Platenses / Artichokes", 
which has helped to foster events such as the Fes-
tival of the Artichoke, the Gastronomic Circuit of 
the Artichoke, Seasonal Table, the participation in 
gastronomic fairs and consumer promotion cam-
paigns organized by the Secretariat. Members of 
the Association of Small-Scale Fishermen of Salto 
Grande, which aims to improve the incomes of its 
members by generating added-value in their pro-
ducts, catch fish in the Uruguay River basin, which 
are then sold fresh or processed (breaded meats, 
fillets, burgers) in different food fairs in the city of 
Concordia, Entre Ríos, especially the "Mercado en 
Tu Barrio" (Market in your Neighbourhood).

In order to create a vision of the future, trends in 
new technologies for sustainable food systems 
were presented, highlighting the importance 
of new technologies in traceability and the cha-
llenges involved in integrating the supply chain 
with a common language based on shared stan-
dards. Considering the experience of GS1, a glo-
bal non-profit organization that develops stan-
dards-based traceability solutions and that is 
authorized to assign readable Bar Codes in super-
markets, it is clear that building trust with consu-
mers starts with traceability.

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Key words:
 
Responsible production and consumption; 
healthy eating; environment; certification 
seals; added value; traceability, standards
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Food and Health: Sustainable production
as an alternative to improve consumption 
habits

Natalia Bonvini, National Directorate of Food and Bev-
erages, Secretariat of Agroindustry, Secretariat of Food and 
Bioeconomy, Ministry of Production and Labour

            Food and health: sustainable production as an alterna-
tive to improve consumption habits

Adriana Ricetti, Coordinator of the Geographical Indica-
tion Group "Alcauciles Platenses"

             Platens Alcauciles, Geographical Indication: food label-
ing, quality certification and commercial labeling

Raúl Alfonso Bordon, Fisherman and producer of fishing 
products in Concordia. Distribution channels for local SMEs: 
"El Mercado en tu Barrio"

            Addedvalue in river fishing, associative group of the 
micro-region of Salto Grande

Roxana Saravia, GS1 Argentina, Regional Traceability 
Coordinator - LATAM. Member of the Board GS1 Traceability 
Strategy

          Trends in New Technologies applied to sustainable 
food systems 

Panelists and 
presentations

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina
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The Potential of the Bioeconomy 
in Latin America and the Caribbean
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Organizer: Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA)

Context: The Bioeconomy is considered the 
broadest vision to promote sustainable develop-
ment based on patterns of production and con-
sumption aligned with objectives of conservation 
of resources and mitigation and adaptation to cli-
mate change. As part of its new institutional road-
map – Medium-Term Plan 2018/2022 - IICA in-
cluded Bioeconomy and Productive Development 
as one of its main programs.

Objective: Discuss how to boost the poten-
tial of the Bioeconomy in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, aiming to stimulate the productive de-
velopment of agriculture and rural territories.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
methodology consisted of raising key points, 
which were then discussed by the panelists. The 
questions and answers are summarized below:

1. What are the opportunities in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (LAC) in terms 
of the Bioeconomy? The biological wealth 
and availability of natural resources of LAC 
present enormous opportunities thanks to the 
new knowledge frontier and innovative tech-
nologies, which will allow producers to impro-
ve their efficiency and change the paradigm 
of "food production versus other uses". The 
Bioeconomy not only increases the potential 
of economic development through productive 
added value at the local level, but also genera-
tes new economic and social opportunities for 
rural territories, and helps countries to meet 
their environmental objectives and commit-
ments. It is also a model that provides coun-
tries with concrete policy strategies that allow 
them to respond to the commitments set out 
in the SDGs and the Paris Agreement, among 
others (in general, countries have few policy 
instruments for this purpose). 

2. What are policies and institutions are 
required? The Bioeconomy requires a new 
political / institutional framework that ena-
bles and encourages the new productive ex-
ploitation of resources and biological proces-
ses. Given that biomass "travels poorly", the 
investments for the use of the Bioeconomy 
should be in the rural territories where the 
biological resources are located; this makes it 
indispensable that the political / institutional 
frameworks have a territorial and intersecto-
ral approach (agriculture, environment, ener-
gy, science, technology, health, etc.). The LAC 
countries require the development of markets 
that promote the profitability and competiti-
veness of Bioeconomic practices; today mar-
kets do not have the incentives for economic 
agents to make efficient and sustainable uses 
of biological resources. 

3. What should be the role of international 
cooperation? It is essential that the interna-
tional cooperation agencies work in a coordi-
nated and complementary manner in the de-
velopment and promotion of the Bioeconomy 
in LAC. Possible work areas include: raising 
awareness and generating information about 
the potential of the Bioeconomy; strengthe-
ning technical and institutional capacities for 
the use of the Bioeconomy; promotion of the 
generation and/or transfer of new technolo-
gies that allow new and better use of biomass; 
development and promotion of technical/po-
litical dialogues for knowledge management 
and horizontal cooperation among countries; 
support for countries so that they are able to 
develop and implement strategies for the use 
of the Bioeconomy according to their own 
needs and potential.
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The Potential of the Bioeconomy 
in Latin America and the Caribbean

Organizer: Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) Hugo Chavarría, Coordinator of IICA’s Bioeconomy and 

Productive Development Program

            The promotion of the use of the Bioeconomy in LAC: 
The proposal of IICA 

Marcelo Poppe, Center for Management and Strategic 
Studies (CGEE) of Brazil

Adrián Rodríguez, Policy Officer, ECLAC

Guy Henry, Researcher at CIRAD, France

Eduardo Trigo, Advisor for the Bioeconomy and Productive 
Development Program, IICA 

Federico Villarreal, Director of Technical Cooperation, 
IICA (moderator)

Andrés Murchison, Secretary of Food and Bioeconomy 
of Argentina

Panelists and 
presentations

Agreements:
Build an interagency group to promote the use of 
the bioeconomy in LAC

Key words:
 
Bioeconomy; natural resources; biomass; 
ecosystem services; local investment

©
FA

O
/S

ofi
a 

N
ic

ol
in

i

http://www.fao.org/3/ca3306es/ca3306es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca3306es/ca3306es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca3306es/ca3306es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca3306es/ca3306es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca3306es/ca3306es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca3306es/ca3306es.pdf


76

A Sustainable Food Future: 
Public-private dialogue in the 
context of the G20
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Organizer: Committee on Agrarian Affairs of the Argentine 
Council for International Relations (CARI) - GPS

Context: The purpose of Business 20 (B20) 
and Think Tanks 20 (T20), which are groups asso-
ciated with the G20, is to make recommendations 
and proposals to the G20 from their different pers-
pectives — business and research, respectively. 
Under this mandate, both groups have established 
Food Systems as one of their priorities for analysis 
and improvement, and in this framework they have 
prepared a joint statement.

Objective: Discuss the main proposals of B20 
and T20 in the area of global food security, highli-
ghting the importance of developing efficient, in-
clusive and responsible agri-food systems, in view 
of the nutritional needs of consumers and showing 
that public-private dialogue mechanisms can con-
tribute to the achievement of these objectives.

Key findings and conclusions:
• The joint declaration by B20 and T20 empha-

sizes the importance of developing efficient, 
effective and inclusive agri-food systems. In 
the context of the G20, both groups are com-
mited to working to promote these objectives.

• The private sector recognizes its role and res-
ponsibility in improving agri-food systems, 
and has taken responsibility by establishing 
a series of commitments, including its partici-
pation in the design of appropriate labelling of 
food products.

• The Panel discusses the shared responsibili-
ties of the public sector, academia and the pri-
vate sector, and the ways in which each sector 
could contribute.

• These include the need to organize and pro-
mote cooperation at the global level. It is em-
phasized that the group formed around the 
B20 during the presidency of Argentina is an 

opportunity and an ideal means to organize 
the representation of the private sector. It is 
also recognized that the public sector does not 
have its own global representative, except that 
which naturally occurs in international orga-
nizations. In this context, it is considered that 
FAO is the most appropriate agency to set up 
a space for a tripartite dialogue and the moni-
toring of agreements, while also highlighting 
the role Codex should play in these matters.

Highlight :
Preparation of the B20 and T20 joint declaration 
on food security and agri-food systems.

Key words:
 
Food and nutritional security; 
public-private dialogue; efficient, 
inclusive and responsible food systems.
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A Sustainable Food Future: 
Public-private dialogue in the 
context of the G20

Organizer: Committee on Agrarian Affairs of the Argentine 
Council for International Relations (CARI) - GPS Cecilia Rena, Manager of institutional affairs at ARCOR 

and leader of B20, Argentina

            B 20, Sustainable Food System, Policy Paper

Carla Bonito, Executive Director at COPAL, Argentina

Santiago del Solar, Chief of Staff of the Secretariat of 
Agroindustry, Argentina

Ricardo Rapallo, FAO, Food Safety Specialist, Spain/
Panama

Martin Piñeiro, CARI / GPS, Director of the Agrarian 
Affairs Committee and Co-Chair of Group 3 of the T20, 
Argentina

             Food and nutrition security and agri-food systems:
 The public / private dialogue

Panelists and 
presentations
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Food and Health: The implementation 
of public policies through cooperation 
with the private sector
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Context: The National Directorate of Food 
and Beverages of the Secretariat of Agroindustry 
works in a coordinated manner with the private 
sector through the creation of public-private task 
forces within the competitiveness committees.

Objective: Share concrete experiences of 
public-private cooperation for the development 
and implementation of public policies associated 
with food and its contribution to health.

Key findings and conclusions: To 
establish an introductory framework, the Natio-
nal Directorate of Food and Beverages presents 
its approach and main areas of work. Conside-
ring both ends of the food chain - producers and 
consumers - it is committed to strengthening the 
food and beverages industry, and improving the 
diet of Argentines, by increasing the nutritional 
quality of food, promoting healthy consumption, 
the establishment of regulatory frameworks and 
official certifications, and the development of ca-
pacities. Its main challenge currently is the incor-
poration of new technologies at points of sale.

Considering the vision of three different food 
sectors - processed foods (Mill Rio de La Plata), 
blueberries (Argentine Committee of Blueberries 
ABC) and honey (“Argenmieles” Team) - the in-
dustry representatives describe the spaces for 
cooperation with the public sector that have 
allowed them to move towards a healthier diet. 
Processes of collaboration begin, generally, with 
the creation of public-private task forces, which 
define strategic plans by sector and prioritize 
joint activities (promotion of innovation, capaci-
ty development, consumer promotion campaig-
ns, among others) and agreed on regulatory fra-
meworks. In this context, there are public-private 
agreements such as those associated with the 
reduction of trans fats, sodium reduction, the Na-
tional Program for Healthy Eating and Prevention 
of Obesity (2016), and the development of con-

sumer promotion campaigns, as well as the im-
plementation of quality seals and the realization 
of food fairs, among others. They also highlight 
the important role played by international orga-
nizations such as FAO, which oversees the enfor-
cement of international regulations to prevent, 
among other things, the adulteration of products. 

Key words:
 
Healthy production and consumption; 
public-private cooperation; healthy eating; 
regulatory frameworks; certification seals; 
added value; traceability; standards

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina
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Mercedes Nimo, National Director of Food and Beverages, 
Secretariat of Agroindustry, Secretariat of Food and Bioecono-
my, Ministry of Production and Labour

            Food and Health: Implementation of public policies in 
coordination with the private sector, Introduction

Luciano López Jauregui, Director of Research, Develop-
ment and Quality, Río de La Plata Mills S.A

            Food and Health: Implementation of public policies in 
coordination with the private sector, Molinos Río de la Plata

Carla Ginóbili, Member of the Argentine Committee of 
Blueberry Producers, ABC

            #Best with Blueberries 

Alejandro Malti, Director of the Argenmieles team and 
Member of the Commission for the Promotion of Fractionated 
Honey

            Public-private participation, Food, Honey Sector

Panelists and 
presentations

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina
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Context: The “Mesoamérica sin Hambre” 
(Mesoamerica without Hunger) program began 
with a Framework Cooperation Agreement be-
tween the Government of Mexico, through the 
Mexican Agency for International Development 
Cooperation (AMEXCID), and FAO. Mesoamerica 
without Hunger is implemented in close coordina-
tion and collaboration with various public institu-
tions in Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and 
the Dominican Republic, as well as regional ini-
tiatives and organizations such as the Latin Ame-
rican Parliament, the Hunger-Free Latin America 
and the Carribean Initiative Initiative, and the Me-
soamerica Integration and Development Project, 
among others.

The Program seeks to strengthen public policies 
and legal frameworks that contribute to overco-
ming hunger and rural poverty, and that promote 
social well-being, the creation of opportunities 
and rural settlement, with emphasis on territories 
that have high levels of poverty and greater migra-
tory propensity. In addition, Mesoamerica without 
Hunger develops actions at the Mesoamerican le-
vel that facilitate the exchange of experiences and 
social and political dialogue with a broad scope. 
In this context, the program promotes the deve-
lopment of networks of experts and specialists 
from throughout the region, such as the Network 
of Journalists for a Mesoamerica without Hunger, 
which was formed in March 2016.

Objectives: To generate continuity of the 
work already done by the Network of Journalists 
for a Mesoamerica without Hunger, which is made 
up of communicators committed to the fight 
against hunger and to the work of the program. 
This third meeting served to strengthen the capa-
cities of the members of the Network on specific 
issues related to food and nutritional security and 
support for family farming. In addition, the partici-
pants exchanged their personal work experiences 
in the media.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
meeting was held during the afternoon on No-
vember 21-22, although journalists had the oppor-
tunity to participate throughout The Week of 
Agriculture and Food, supporting the FAO com-
munications team with their production of infor-
mation materials and coverage of various events, 
including panels, plenary sessions and keynote 
addresses. The members of the Network atten-
ded all the press conferences during the event, re-
cording statements from the relevant actors who 
participated, and adapting their reports according 
to the different realities of their respective coun-
tries of origin.

In the framework of the Meeting of the Network, 
Julio Berdegué invited journalists to participate 
in a breakfast where there was an opportunity to 
dialogue with him on different topics in a more 
intimate environment, thus strengthening FAO's 
connection with the media. 

Session 1 - November 21: 
Focus on informing journalists about the Mesoa-
merica without Hunger program and FAO in ge-
neral, including its regional initiatives, focus areas 
and the way in which the Organization manages 
its public communications and relationship with 
the press, among other topics. To close the day's 
presentations, the journalists Karla Iberia Sán-
chez (Televisa) and Pablo Linde (El País - Planeta 
Futuro), participated in a panel during which they 
shared with the members of the Network their ex-
periences communicating issues related to agri-
culture, food security and rural development. This 
panel functioned as a space for dialogue where 
both panelists and participants, all working in the 
media, were able to discuss good practices and 
the different situations they face in their media 
organisations and countries.
 

Organizer: Hunger-Free Latin America and the Carribean 
Initiative (RI1)

III Meeting of the Network of 
Journalists for a Hunger-Free 
Mesoamerica PP12
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Julio Berdegué, Assistant Director General and Re-
gional Representative of FAO for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Opening remarks. Opening

Tito Díaz, FAO, SLM. Closing remarks

Ricardo Rapallo, FAO, LAC

Luiz Beduschi, FAO, LAC

Paulina Castillo, FAO, SLM

Karla Iberia, Televisa, México

Pablo Linde, El País, Colombia 

Flor Lazo, REDCOSAN, El Salvador 

Alfredo Oropeza, Chef, México 

Ignacio Cirio, Comunicador, Uruguay

Tamara Meza, Consumers International

Cecilia Valdés, FAO, LAC (moderator)

Alfredo Mayén, FAO, SLM (moderador)

Dulclair Sternadt, FAO, LAC (moderator)

Panelists
Organizer: Hunger-Free Latin America and the Carribean 
Initiative (RI1)

III Meeting of the Network of 
Journalists for a Hunger-Free 
Mesoamerica 
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Agreements:
• Continuation of the publication and dissemi-
nation of articles on the actions developed by 
Mesoamerica without Hunger, as well as on 
other issues related to the fight against hun-
ger and rural poverty.

• Designation of internal focal points in charge 
of monitoring and maintaining coordination 
among the journalists of the Network.

• Publication of materials for the media online, 
in order to increase their dissemination.

• Continuation of internal capacity building 
activities in 2019, which allow journalists to 
address hunger and poverty adequately, and 
raise these issues on the public agendas of 
their respective countries.

• Promotion of the incorporation of new mem-
bers in the Network.

Key words:
 
Hunger; communication; food security; 
Mesoamerica; journalists; network; 
family farming; dialogue; experiences

Session 2 - November 22: 
Included the participation of representatives of FAO 
counterparts and members of civil society, inclu-
ding PARLATINO and the organization Consumers 
International, who presented their work in the fight 
against hunger, their experiences of working toge-
ther with the Mesoamérica sin Hambre program, 
and the different ways in which their publications 
help to reduce hunger, poverty and malnutrition.

Results: In order to agree on mechanisms to 
strengthen the Network, the last block of the Mee-
ting consisted of a participatory process whereby 
attendees shared proposals and ideas, including 
the appointment of internal focal points in charge of 
monitoring and maintaining communication among 
the journalists of the Network, managing a Face-
book page where its members can disseminate ma-
terials and which, in turn, functions as a repository of 
notes and a link with other journalists to increase the 
Network’s membership, even including other sectors 
(such as universities and communication offices of 
ministries), and diversifying the types of media in 
which members collaborate, in order to reach more 
audiences. All of the above, under the guidance and 
with the technical support of the Mesoamérica sin 
Hambre program team.

The 15 participating journalists, from the nine coun-
tries in which the Program is implemented, publi-
shed between two and three articles each during 
The Week of Agriculture and Food, in addition to 
communicating in real time through the social me-
dia accounts of their respective media about what 
was happening within the framework of the event. 
In addition, they devoted themselves to collecting 
additional material that they took back to their 
countries to continue producing articles on the to-
pics that concern the Program and the FAO after the 
meeting.

The comments and qualifications in the surveys of 
the sessions, given to the members of the Network 
at the end of the Meeting, show a high level of satis-
faction and motivation of the journalists to continue 
collaborating actively with Mesoamérica sin Ham-
bre and the FAO.
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Context: The inclusion of the IV Forum on 
Innovation Systems as one of the panels of The 
Week was the result of the need to increase and 
diversify the dialogues and exchanges related to 
this theme. The participation of numerous and va-
ried actors helped to broaden the discussion and 
constituted a valuable space to share experiences 
and information.

Objectives: Bring together the different ac-
tors involved in the promotion of innovation in the 
food sector and share and analyze successful in-
novative experiences, not only in terms of techno-
logy, but also in social and institutional terms; ex-
change ideas on the role of the public and private 
sector in financing initiatives for sustainable rural 
development; also, address the needs of desig-
ning and consolidating active and differentiated 
public policies for family farming in rural territo-
ries and social innovation for the transformation 
of agri-food systems.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
IV Forum "Innovation systems for sustainable ru-
ral development" was divided into three parts. In 
the first, the winning innovative initiatives of the 
competition "10 Innovative and scalable initiatives 
for sustainable rural development in Latin Ame-
rica and the Caribbean - 2018" were presented. 
An “elevator pitch” methodology was used for the 
presentation, which included the participation of 
six panel investors who gave suggestions to the 
competitors, aimed at stimulating the interest of 
potential collaborators, clients or investors.

Next, the session "New sources of financing for 
sustainable rural development" was presented, in 
which members shared experiences in the field of 
financing impact investments, recommendations 
and possible strategies such as investment funds. 
At the end of the panel, the 12 initiatives presen-
ted were awarded and recognition was given to 
the three best pitches, finishing with a relaxed 
space to generate contacts between the winning 
initiatives, investors and other participants.

The second session "Preparatory dialogue for the 
launching of the decade of the United Nations for 
family farming" was attended by 7 experts who 

addressed the need to design and strengthen di-
fferentiated public policies for family farming in 
the territories; rural Investment policies for the 
provision of goods and services; and also poli-
cies that effectively coordinate the matrix of ins-
truments necessary to link, among other things, 
social protection with productive inclusion, in-
vestments with production and productivity, and 
associativism with competitiveness. Emphasis 
was placed on the role that family farming has pla-
yed historically in the development of territories 
and rural communities, being a pillar of socioe-
conomic development in the countries; as well as 
in its concrete contributions to the economy, food 
production, care and conservation of production 
systems. It is also a way of life, linked to the land, 
food production and the creation of wealth, which 
is measured in family income, decent jobs in rural 
areas, and more and better food.

The third and final session, "Social innovation for 
the transformation of agri-food systems", was 
aimed at presenting the audience with the ex-
periences of the different sectors — producers, 
consumers, public and private sectors — and de-
livering recommendations to policy makers in the 
field of innovation in food systems, considering 
the incorporation of gender equity, financial me-
chanisms and scaling up or replication in other 
regions or cities. 

Organizer: FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Systems 
for sustainable rural development (RI2)

STREAMING
ONLINE

PP13 IV Forum on Innovation Systems 
for Sustainable Rural Development

Highlight :
Presentation of the winning innovative initiatives of 
the competition "10 Innovative and scalable initia-
tives for the sustainable rural development of Latin 
America and the Caribbean - 2018"

Key words:
 
Innovation; impact investment; financing; 
scaling up; family farming; sustainability; 
differentiated public policies; social innovation; 
agri-food systems

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDXpnof97wM&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&index=8
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Organizer: FAO / Family Farming and Inclusive Food Systems 
for sustainable rural development (RI2)

Raúl Hernández, Director General of Cooperativa Quali 
and Agua para Siempre

Results and proposals, Grupo Cooperativo Quali y Agua para 
Siempre

Deissy Martínez, Regional Coordinator of CCAFS for 
Latin America

Climate – Smart Villages, TeSAC

Manuel Nolazco, Head of the Productive Projects Man-
agement Unit Haku Wiñay - Noa Jayatai

Proyecto Haku Wiñay / Noa Jayatai (“Vamos a Crecer”). 
FONCODES, National Program of the Ministry of Develop-
ment and Social Inclusion of Peru – MIDIS

Anacletus Jude Lee, Director Optimizing the potential 
of the citizens of the Montserrat Hills Region through reha-
bilitation of the cocoa industry

Montserrat Cocoa Farmers Cooperative Society Ltd.

María Elena Aradas, Head of the Local Development 
Support project; Argentina

Building sustainable territories together through a mul-
tisectoral approach to conflicts in dynamic, open and 
continuous processes. Oliveros en Red

Pablo Albarrán, CEO, Ecoterra

 ECOTERRA, healthy and functional food and ingredients

Dagoberto Fernández, CEO, COOPECAN PERU

ORGANIZATIONAL MODEL OF SMALL PRODUCERS. 
Coopecan Peru

Jessica Duque, National Network of Rural Youth team 
representative – Yo Joven & Rural. INDAP, Chile.

Yo Joven & Rural

Enrique Bedascarrasbure, Researcher at the Agroin-
dustrial Research Center - INTA

Articulation REDLAC - PROADAPT. Innovation Network 
for the Rural Development of the Great American Chaco in 
the Context of Climate Change

Guilherme Strauch, Projeto Coordinator of Sustainable 
Rural Development in Hydrographic Microbaths of the 
state of Rio de Janeiro

Sustainable Rural Development Program in Hydrographic 
Microbaths of the State of Rio de Janeiro - Brazil. Rural River

Guadalupe del Rio, President, Alternare A.C

Juntos por la Conservación y el Desarrollo Rural 
Sostenible. Alternare AC

Rafael Torrijos, Manager Pacto Caquetá, Cero Defor-
estación and Reconciliación Ganadera

Pacto Caquetá. Zero Deforestation Livestock Reconciliation

Daniela Jara, FIS Consultant, AMERIS (Moderator)

Panelists and 
presentations

                 "10 Innovative and scalable initiatives for 
sustainable rural development in Latin America 
and the Caribbean - 2018"

Fernando Chuit, Director Impact Investment in Grupo Pegasus

Isabel Castillo, Manager of Portafolio-Región Andina NeSSt

Matías Rojas, Founding partner of Socialab

Martha Valera, Senior Investment Analyst at Root Capital, 
ACCDER

Víctor Besoain, Head of the Investment Unit in the Invest-
ment and Financing department at Corfo

María José Montero, FIS Partnerm AMERIS (Moderator)

Susana Márquez, Consultant at the National Institute of 
Agricultural Technology

Guilherme Cassel, Consultant, IFAD, MERCOSUR, CLAEH

Alberto Broch, Vice-President and Secretary of International 
Relations, CONTAG

Ricardo López, Secretary of the Cooperative Confederation 
of Argentina

Paolo Silveri, Lead Regional Economist for the Latin Ameri-
can and the Caribbean Division

Guilherme Brady, Partnership Officer, FAO-HQ

Álvaro Ramos, Specialist in Institutions and Public Policies of 
Development; Uruguay (Moderator)

Danilo Pérez, Member of the World Council of Consumers 
International and Director of the Center for the Defense of the 
Consumer of El Salvador

Mariano Cannello, Food & Beverages Purchases Advisor, 
Hilton Buenos Aires

Ross Mary Borja, Director, Ekorural, Ecuador

Eduardo Elizalde, Director Provincial Agencia Santafesina 
de Seguridad Alimentaria, Argentina

Raúl Hernández, Director General Grupo Cooperativo Quali 
y Agua para Siempre

Octavio Sotomayor, Economic affairs officer, ECLAC, Chile

Pilar Santacolama, Food Systems Officer, FAO (Moderator)

Session 1: New sources of financing for sustaina-
ble rural development

Session 2: Preparatory dialogue for the launch of 
the United Nations decade for family farming

Session 3: Social innovation for the transformation 
of agri-food systems

http://www.fao.org/3/ca4113es/ca4113es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4113es/ca4113es.pdf
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Context: The Alliance for Rural Climate Resi-
lience is comprised of a multidisciplinary group 
of actors, with great capacity for political advo-
cacy in the region and innovation for the develo-
pment of public policy instruments that help im-
prove the adaptive capacity and resilience of rural 
societies. With a shared vision, members of the 
Alliance exchange experiences, generate develo-
pment proposals and advise governments in their 
efforts to face the impacts of climate change.
 
Objectives: Review the progress and work 
done by the Alliance for Rural Climate Resilience 
in 2018 and decide on a Work Plan for 2019.

Key findings and conclusions: Du-
ring the II Meeting of the Alliance, the progress 
made to date and the work carried out during 
2018 was reviewed and analyzed. The future cha-
llenges identified were: generating and dissemi-
nating information on rural climate resilience to 
decision-makers; and start to integrate resilience 
measures into the discourses and national pro-
grams of agriculture or rural development in the 
region. In this regard, the Alliance has already 
started work and has vast technical capacity and 
potential political influence in the region.

Another result of the session was to agree on a 
Work Plan for 2019 that considers:

• Publication of policy briefs

• Realization of thematic webinars.

• Start-up of a communication strategy.

• Support FAO by drafting a document on 
resilience criteria in national rural develo-
pment programs.

• Support FAO in the review of some GEF 
and GCF proposals in the design process.

Key words:
 
Climate change; rural population; vulnerable 
populations; adaptation; mitigation; resilience; 
Alliance; public policies; incidence

Organizer: Alliance for Rural Climate Resilience

Agreements:
• 2019 Work Plan of the Alliance

• Carry out a virtual meeting in February 2019, 
and a face-to-face meeting is planned for the 
end of May 2019 (venue TBD)

PP14 II Meeting of the Alliance for 
Rural Climate Resilience
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Julio Berdegué, Assitant Director General and Regional 
Representative for Latin America and the Caribbean FAO

Ana María Loboguerrero, Member of the Alliance for 
Rural Climate Resilience / Colombia

Julie Lennox, Member of the Alliance for Rural Climate 
Resilience / Mexico.

Manuel Jiménez, Member of the Alliance for Rural Clima-
te Resilience / Costa Rica

María Mercedes Proaño, FAO / Ecuador

Yolanda Kakabadse, Coordinator of the Alliance 
(Moderator)

Marianela Curi, Executive Director of the FFLA 
(Moderator)

Panelists
Organizer: Alliance for Rural Climate Resilience

II Meeting of the Alliance for 
Rural Climate Resilience
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Context: The major transformations of rural 
life, technologies and agricultural production make 
it necessary to rethink the education paradigm and 
highlight the role of women in rural development.

Objetive: Share knowledge and experiences, 
from many voices and perspectives, about the role 
played by education and technologies in rural deve-
lopment, highlighting the role of women and coo-
peratives as the drivers of these transformations.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
panel was organized around three main themes. 
The first focused on highlighting the importance 
of agro-industry in family development, the role 
of women and cooperatives in rural development, 
and the potential synergies between rural educa-
tion and cooperatives.

The second topic addressed was new and promi-
sing rural and agrarian education models. The pa-
nelists shared the advances, results and lessons 
learned from five experiences and perspectives: 

• The early education project in rural areas 
(more than 2,000 children from 3 to 5 years 
old) of the Organization of Ibero-American 
States (OEI), with a focus on integral educa-
tional development based on games and re-
flections on things that occur in everyday life 
(for example, shadows) has been widely imple-
mented, albeit with limited resources, in areas 
with high inequality, poor territories and cultu-
ral diversity.

• The digital education project in rural secon-
dary schools corresponds to an innovative 
pedagogical model that facilitates access to 
quality education: eight rural schools are con-
nected through ICTs to a network of 82 isola-
ted rural areas, delivering interactive distance 
classes to 1,400 students. It was one of the five 
solutions selected from more than 190 ideas 
presented at the United Nations General As-
sembly in the framework of the Youth 2030 
Agenda.

• The 2030 Rural Secondary Education pro-
gram, together with increasing access to rural 
education (transition to schools with complete 
secondary education), implements new more 
inclusive models of educational management, 
with integrated learning (interdisciplinary, di-
gital skills, projects, problema solving, critical 
thinking, learning how to learn, working with 
others, commitment and responsibility, com-
munication).

• For more than four decades, the Marzano 
Foundation has operated based on a model of 
rural and agricultural education using a peda-
gogical system that consists essentially of the 
continuity in education and practices and pro-
cesses of knowledge building in different pla-
ces (15 days in school, 15 days with the family) 
based on two focus areas: reflection on action 
and the family as a pillar of education. The 
Foundation has educated more than 5,000 
young people in its Rural Education Centers.

• The network of agrarian schools in the Pro-
vince of Buenos Aires is made up of 34 Pu-
blic-Private Agrarian Schools. The education 
system is organized around projects, especially 
focused on innovation and new technologies.

The third part of the panel focused on agricultural 
technical education, highlighting the role of the 
agrotechnical school interface between the edu-
cation and production sectors. Two new teacher 
training programs were presented: the ENFO ETP 
program of the Education Ministry that developed 
a virtual platform for teacher training, incorpora-
ting ICT in its contents and methods: also, INTA 
presented its post-graduate program, highligh-
ting the institution’s role as an educational agent.

In closing, the importance of technology in the 
new rurality was highlighted, as well as the im-
portance of the new educational tools in the inclu-
sion of rural areas in general, and of rural women 
in particular.

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

PP15 Education and the role 
of women in agro-industry

STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMu-Q_21ZHk&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&index=9
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Victoria Zorraquin, Secretariat of Family Agriculture and 
Territorial Development. Moderator

Roxana Marconi, Family business, La Augusta

            The Augusta S.H. Rol and protagonism of rural women in 
agro-industry

Adela Nores, Director, Sociedad Rural Argentina (absent)

            Rural Woman, Engine of technology, employment and 
development

Verona Batiuk, Specialist in Child Education. OEI

            Early Childhood Education in rural areas

Cora Steinberg,  Expert in education, UNICEF 

             Rural secondary education mediated by Technologies. 
Access to secondary education

Inés Cruzalegui, National Director of Planning of Educational 
Policies, Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Technology, 
Argentina

             Rural Secondary Education 2030

Marité Ponce, Marzano Foundation

            Rural and Agrarian Education. Encouraging Models, 
Marzano Foundation, Rural Training Centers

Elizabet Martin, Former director, EFA Salazar
        
            Agricultural Education, Network of Learning Schools in the 
Province of Buenos Aires.

Judit Schneider, Responsible for Initial and Continuing 
Teacher Training, National Institute of Technological Educa-
tion (INET), Ministry of Education, Argentina

            EnFoCo ETP

Ana  Sonsino, INTA

            Education and Technology: An opportunity for the agroin-
dustrial sector

Panelists and 
presentations

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Key words:
 
Rural education; agricultural education; 
new pedagogical models; ICT; teacher 
training; technologies

Education and the role 
of women in agro-industry
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Context: Infrastructure, specifically the ne-
twork of rural roads and digital connectivity, is still 
a pending task for Argentina. In fact, in terms of the 
road network, 82% of the total roads in the country 
are dirt roads. This strongly affects the quality of 
life of rural inhabitants, who, eventually, consider 
the option of migrating to the cities, which often 
do not offer better economic conditions.

Objective: Discuss the positive impact of 
transport logistics and digital connectivity on the 
development of productive and social activities in 
the rural sector.

Key findings and conclusions: From 
the point of view of the agri-food chain in Argen-
tina, infrastructure is central to its growth and 
development, and strongly impacts the compe-
titiveness of this sector; good roads are required 
to transport products at reasonable cost and in a 
timely manner. In addition, weak or scarce infras-
tructure affects the quality of life of rural inhabi-
tants, who are increasingly aware of the gap that 
exists with cities, especially young people, who do 
not see life in rural areas as attractive. There is 
also an impact on the quality of rural education 
that, faced with adverse weather conditions, su-
ffers from a high level of absenteeism, both from 
students and teachers.

There are several public-private cooperation initia-
tives being implemented in Argentina in this area. 
For example, the Consorcios Camineros are private 
territorial entities that carry out road maintenan-
ce in exchange for the transfer of resources from 
the State that cover an important part of the cost. 
However, there is still little awareness on the part 
of producers about the benefits of a better road ne-
twork. This is demonstrated by the poor reception 
of the "Metrobús del Campo" initiative, which offe-
red residents a permanent paving and maintenan-
ce program through a private financing scheme.

In terms of digital connectivity, the “E-ducarura-
les” initiative in Tandil, in the Province of Buenos 
Aires, has produced good results, which could be 

replicated in other parts of the country. This initia-
tive offers a platform with seven rural education 
services, promoting education and growth in ru-
ral areas, and providing access to new technolo-
gies, without geographical limitations; it is about 
connecting rural areas to the Internet. In practice, 
the platform offers students who are absent from 
class, to access the class online and teachers who 
cannot reach the classroom have the possibility 
of uploading their class to the platform, leaving it 
available to the students. A similar initiative, but 
aimed at municipal institutions, is being imple-
mented by the Ministry of Modernization, with the 
aim of streamlining bureaucratic processes, im-
proving efficiency and reducing red tape. The Pro-
gram provides the municipalities with a techno-
logical package consisting of a website, domain, 
free hosting, virtual machines for backups, Office 
365 that includes institutional email, an online 
employment portal and a municipal management 
board, among other tools.

Finally, a very important transveral aspect across 
all the issues addressed is citizen participation, 
which strengthens democracies by improving the 
quality of the authorities and representatives of 
the people. Many of the successful initiatives pre-
sented in the panel have behind them participa-
tive, demanding, proactive communities that are 
aware of the environment and willing to demand 
improvements in their cities and ways of life.

      

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Key words:
 
Development; modernization;
 road connectivity; digital connectivity;
citizen participation

PP16 Infrastructure for rural development

STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhWc6gCCujI&index=19&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d
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Alicia Fregonese, National Deputy for the Province of Entre 
Ríos

             Rural roads for development

José María Mones Cazón,Secretariat of Family Farming 
and Territorial Development

            Rural roads - importance for development. In Metrobús del 
campo

María Beatriz Giraudo, AAPRESID

             Key infrastructure for rural development. Positive impact 
of technology for the development of the Rural Family and the 
inclusion of young people 

Graciela Pichi, Rural Link

             E–ducarurales, the value of knowledge and the power of 
production

Juan Benaglia, Ministry of Modernization

             País Digital

Victoria Zorraquin, Secretariat of Family Farming 
(Moderator)

Panelists and 
presentations

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Infrastructure for rural development
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Context: Rural societies in the region have 
experienced important changes in recent years 
caused by population growth, the development 
of intermediate cities, and the integration of agri-
culture into food systems. These changes are ge-
nerating major transformations in the rural sec-
tor. On the one hand, agriculture and agricultural 
producers are more strongly linked to agri-food 
systems, with the presence of global actors such 
as supermarkets. But on the other hand, non-farm 
rural employment is growing, promoting a struc-
tural change in the rural environment with more 
people working outside agriculture, thereby gene-
rating new links between rural and urban areas.

Objectives: Analyze the current scenario of 
rural poverty from a territorial approach and the 
challenges in terms of public-private cooperation.

Key findings and conclusions: 
Among the topics discussed in the panel was the 
role of the private sector, not only in the use of 
the capabilities and opportunities of a territory to 
generate value by fostering economic growth, but 
also in the important influence companies have 
on the type of coalitions developed in the territo-
ries and the types of institutions that are finally 
created, thereby linking different interests, pro-
moting economic activities, and developing mar-
kets, among other benefits.

There is a great diversity of private sector entities 
at the territorial level. Some are local, others are 
extra-territorial, some are linked with other eco-
nomic sectors of the territory, and others may 
have an extractive approach to natural resources, 
while others adopt an approach focused on sus-
tainability and the community, etc.

The communities in the territories demand to be 
heard when investments are implemented that 
can radically transform their living spaces. The 
market is not the only instrument that determines 
the destiny of a certain territorry.

To promote inclusive growth, it is necessary to ge-
nerate dialogue, coopration between actors and 
trust that allows establishing a shared vision of 
the territory, where all are part of a development 
strategy that includes local communities, as well 
as attracting investments and deepening the mar-
ket to use resources more efficiently.

      

Organizer: RIMISP - FUNDAR

Key words:
Rural development; territories; public-private 
cooperation; public policies; food security; 
rural agricultural employment; non-farm rural 
employment; rural poverty

PP17 Territorial development in Latin 
America: New challenges for
public-private cooperation
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            Territorial development in Latin America, new challenges 
for public-private cooperation
             

Eduardo Ramírez, RIMISP, Chile

Juliana Martínez, FUNDAR, México

Ignacia Fernandez, Directora RIMISP, Chile

Javier Escobal, GRADE, Perú

Wilson Romero, IDIES, Guatemala

Ángela Penagos, RIMISP, Colombia

Oscar Ossan, Universidad del Litoral, Argentina

Chiara Cazzuffi, RIMISP, Chile

Mariana Pereira, World Bank, México

Norberto Purschert, Florap de Ecuador

Jose Trombert, Tregar, Argentina

Laydy Pech, Colectivo Apícola Los Chenes, Campeche, 
México

Carlos Góngora, Association of Forest Communities of 
Petén, Guatemala

Carolina Trivelli, Senior Consultant, Institute of Peruvian 
Studies, Former Minister of Development and Social Inclu-
sion of Peru

Camila Aguilar, Fundación Alpina, Colombia

Carlos Córdoba, Former manager, Zonas Veredales Tran-
sitorias de Normalización, Former director of Región Central – 
Colombia

Panelists and 
presentations

Organizer: RIMISP - FUNDAR

Territorial development in Latin 
America: New challenges for
public-private cooperation
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Context: FAO and the European Union‘s 
Food and Nutritional Security Impact, Resilience, 
Sustainability and Transformation program 
(FIRST) seeks to strengthen the enabling 
environment for food and nutritional security 
and sustainable agriculture (FNSSA). The 
FIRST Program is being implemented in 32 
countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America 
and the Caribbean. In Latin America and the 
Caribbean, FIRST is working together with the 
governments of Colombia, Cuba, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Suriname, focusing its support on 
the development of organizational capacities and 
inclusive dialogue processes, in the integration of 
FNSSA into a series of sectoral plans and policies, 
and in the formulation of FNSSA policies of a 
multisectoral nature.

Objective: Evaluate and analyze the actions 
of the FIRST Program (FAO-EU) in the countries 
of the region, highlighting its achievements and 
priorities.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
panel included the participation of represen-
tatives of the governments of Colombia, Cuba, 
Guatemala and Honduras. The following achieve-
ments and priorities were highlighted:

• Colombia: FIRST prioritizes supporting 
the process of social and economic reinte-
gration of ex-combatants, and agricultural 
planning for the next 20 years. It also su-
pports the new cycle of government in the 
development of the National Development 
Plan 2018-2022.

• Guatemala: The incorporation of the gen-
der approach is a clear achievement. Pro-
gress has been made in ensuring the inclu-
sion of rural women in key programs that are 
potential recipients of investments, such as 
support for family farming (PAFFEC). Now, 
the Ministry of Agriculture has a Gender 
Unit present in making any decision.

• Honduras: The implementation of a new 
National Policy and Strategy of FNS gua-
rantees inter-sectoriality and inter-institu-
tionality, and allows mobilizing resources 
to serve vulnerable areas such as the Dry 
Corridor. This process also aligns external 
donor resources with government priorities 
to ensure effective attention in those areas.

• Cuba: The Municipal Supply Plan has been 
implemented to promote decentralization 
processes and diverse and sustainable lo-
cal production to combat overweight and 
obesity rates and dependence on imports. 
The plan also seeks to redirect non-state 
investments under national priorities.

The panel concluded that for investments in 
agriculture and rural development to have a real 
impact on food and nutritional security, it is ne-
cessary to create an enabling environment - es-
pecially through policy assistance - and resolve 
the bottlenecks that are holding back progress, 
according to the conditions and challenges faced 
by each country.

      

Organizer: Programa FIRST FAO–UE

Key words:
 
Food and nutritional security; sustainable 
agriculture; public policy assistance

Keys to improving the effectiveness 
of food and nutritional security policies: 
The experience of FAO-EU’s FIRST program PP18
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Felipe Orellana, Undersecretary of Rural Economic 
Development, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food, 
Guatemala

Jorge Quiñónez, Deputy Director of the Technical Unit of 
Food and Nutritional Security, Honduras

Gloria Almandoz, Specialist in International Relations of the 
Ministry of the Food Industry of Cuba

Zulma Fonseca, Adviser to the Colombian Institute for 
Family Welfare

Carmelo Gallardo, Representative of FAO for the        
Dominican Republic

Marco Moncayo, Focal point of the FIRST Program for 
Latin America and the Caribbean

Organizer: Programa FIRST FAO–UE

Keys to improving the effectiveness 
of food and nutritional security policies: 
The experience of FAO-EU’s FIRST program 
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Objectives: Highlight FAO’s new cross-cut-
ting focus on providing technical support to go-
vernments through the exchange of good practi-
ces and lessons learned, as well as the progress 
related to the development, implementation and 
monitoring of food and nutritional security poli-
cies and legislation promoted by the Parliamen-
tary Fronts Against Hunger in Latin America and 
the Caribbean (FPH) and the Latin American and 
Caribbean Parliament (PARLATINO).

Key findings and conclusions: Since 
its inception, FAO has facilitated the coordination 
between FPH LAC and regional and subregional 
parliamentary bodies (PARLATINO, PARLANDI-
NO, PARLASUR, among others). This partnership 

represents an important virtuous circle of coope-
ration. For its part, the FPH LAC provides relevant 
inputs to regional and sub-regional organizations 
regarding the different realities in countries faced 
with a common problem. Meanwhile, the model 
legislation and/or frameworks emanating from 
the regional and sub-regional legislative bodies 
guide the actions of the FPH LAC, which in turn 
supports the actions within their respective go-
vernments.

      

Organizer: FAO – Hunger-Free Latin America and the Caribbean 
Initiative (RI1)

The legislative power and the fight 
against hunger and malnutritionPP19

Context: 
2008

PARLATINO and FAO establish the bases for the 
Parliamentary Front against Hunger (FPH)

2009
PARLATINO, FAO and partners promote the formation 
of the FPH- ALC

2012
• Framework Law on the Right to Food and Food So-

vereignty - Committee on Agriculture (CAGP)
• Framework Law for Latin America on the regulation 

of advertising and promotions of food and non-alco-
holic beverages aimed at adolescents (CAGP)

2013
•Framework Law on School Feeding, (CAGP) and 
Com. of Education
•Signing of the Technical Cooperation Agreement 
(TCP) PARLATINO-FAO

2015
Start TCP-FAO-PARLATINO: Support is strengthe-
ned through the Hunger-Free Latin America and the 
Caribbean Initiative and the Mesoamerica without 
Hunger program.

2016
• Family Farming Model Law.
• I Part-time course on the experiences and strengthe-

ning of capacities MsH and FPH-LAC, Dec. Head-
quarters PARLATINO

• Launch of the 1st module of the Parliamentary 
Knowledge Community, support for MsH in the 
World Food Day Framework, Oct. 14, 2016

2017
• The PARLATINO - FAO alliance continues to strengthen
• Artisanal or Small Scale Model Law
• Signing of cooperation agreement with the Right to 

Food Observatory (ODA)

2018
• II Part-time Course on the Exchange of Experiences 

and Strengthening of Capacities MsH and FPH-
ALC, May Headquarters of PARLATINO

• Planning Meeting, July in Guatemala
• IX Forum of the FPH, I World Parliamentary Summit, 

Madrid
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Diputado Pablo González, Secretary General of PARLATINO
 
          PARLATINO - FAO:  A strategic alliance to contribute 
to the fight against hunger, malnutrition and rural poverty, 
without leaving anyone behind, for a hunger-free generation 

Senador Hugo Richer, Former Regional Coordinator of the FPH

Diputado Gustavo Goicoechea, Coordinator of the 
FPH, Argentina

Senadora Eva Copa, Coordinator for South America, FPH

Luis Lobo, Officer of the Spain Program – FAO

Key words:
 
Legislative power; role of lawmakers; zero 
hunger; malnutrition

Highlight and agreements:
• Interviews with Uruguayan member of par-

liament, Pablo González, General Secretary 
of PARLATINO; Bolivian Senator Eva Copa, 
South American Sub-regional Coordinator 
of the FPH ALC; and Congressman Gus-
tavo Goicoechea, Coordinator of the FPH of 
Argentina

• Agreements on possible 2019 work topics in 
PARLATINO with the support of FAO: Food 
and nutrition security and climate change; 
Food loss and waste; Obesity and overweight 
from the food systems perspective

Panelists and 
presentations

©
FA

O
/S

ofi
a 

N
ic

ol
in

i

http://www.fao.org/3/ca4374es/ca4374es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4374es/ca4374es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4374es/ca4374es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4374es/ca4374es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4374es/ca4374es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4374es/ca4374es.pdf


98

PA
RA

LL
EL

 P
A

N
EL

 2
0 

 N
ov

em
be

r 2
2,

 2
01

8

Context: Within the framework of the Pa-
ris Agreement, the countries of the region have 
expressed through their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) the willingness to adopt 
measures for the mitigation and adaptation of 
agriculture to climate change. In June 2016, the 
First International Meeting of Ministers and Hi-
gh-Level Authorities, "Sustainable Agriculture for 
the Strengthening of Food and Nutrition Security 
in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)", was 
held in Peru. One of the agreements of this mee-
ting was to prioritize sustainable agriculture in pu-
blic policies related to climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. This II International Meeting of Mi-
nisters and High-Level Authorities was organized 
as a follow-up to this first meeting, and to conti-
nue the dialogue started at the 35th FAO Regional 
Conference for LAC.

Objectives: Promote the exchange of expe-
riences for the strengthening of public policies 
and programs of the agricultural sector related to 
climate change, sustainable agriculture and food 
and nutritional security. In addition, identify ac-
tions in the agricultural sector that contribute to 
compliance with Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions.

Key findings and conclusions: Ins-
titutions play an important role in addressing the 
challenges of climate change. They can facilitate 
and generate favourable mechanisms for the im-
plementation of measures, technologies and inte-
rinstitutional arrangements, necessary to improve 
the adaptive capacity of rural communities and 
the agricultural sector in general. In recent deca-
des, in LAC, new secretariats, offices and technical 
units have been created within institutions to face 
the challenges posed by claimte change.

The successful implementation of actions that 
address climate change requires a continuous dia-
logue between the different levels of decision-ma-
king. In this regard, the institutions of the region 
that lead actions in climate change, have the 
opportunity to strengthen the active participation 

of local actors in the territories, to join forces and 
achieve the desired impact in terms of increasing 
resilience, thereby increasing the productivity of 
regional agriculture and the food and nutritional 
security of the population, while reducing GHG 
emissions.

Adaptation will require governments in LAC to de-
sign mechanisms that address the complexity of 
climate change, implementing institutional inno-
vations that facilitate dialogue and generate new 
rules and forms of interaction. These innovations 
can include innovation platforms of multiple ac-
tors, formulation and implementation of projects 
that involve different actors, strengthening of so-
cial networks of rural communities with other ac-
tors in the sector, all with the aim of promoting the 
exchange and generation of knowledge.

In this context, the promotion of multi-actor allian-
ces (public, private, civil society, international or-
ganizations, consumer associations, others) is im-
portant in order to face the challenges posed by 
climate change at all levels in an integrated and 
coordinated manner.

      

Organizer:  FAO / Sustainable use of natural resources, 
adaptation to climate change and disaster risk manage-
ment (RI3)

II International Meeting of Ministers and 
High-Level Agriculture Authorities on 
sustainable agriculture and climate change

Key words:
 
Dialogues and intersectoral alliances; Nationally 
Determined Contributions; adaptation; mitigation; 
resilience; international funds; innovation; 
technological development; sustainability

Highlight :
Presentation of the document "Challenges of Climate 
Change for Agriculture in Latin America and the 
Caribbean" (FAO, CGIAR, CCAF and CIAT)

PP20
STREAMING
ONLINE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zn6ukaCpwQ&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&index=18
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Deissy Martínez, Regional Coordinator for Latin Amer-
ica of the CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, 
Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS - CIAT)

        Sustainable agriculture and climate change

Orestes Ortéz, Minister Agriculture and Livestock of El 
Salvador

        Políticas públicas para hacer frente al cambio climáti-
co en el sector agropecuario

Sebastiao Barbosa, Presidency of EMBRAPA, Brasil

        Agricultural innovation for food security

Seibert Frederick, Permanent Secretary of Ministry of 
Agriculture, and Food Security. Barbados

Julio Berdegué, Assistant Director General and Regional 
Representative of FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean

Guillermo Bernaudo, Secretary of Agriculture, Live-
stock and Fisheries, of the Secretariat of Agroindustry of 
Argentina (Moderator)

Panelists and 
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Context: For FAO, food systems are the basis 
for combating hunger, malnutrition and poverty, 
and must be developed in a sustainable way, con-
sidering natural resources and local and ancestral 
knowledge. For their part, the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) and the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
seek to incorporate financing strategies aimed 
at tackling environmental degradation in a more 
comprehensive manner.

Objectives: Discuss the characteristics of 
GEF and GCF financing for adaptation to clima-
te change and environmental sustainability in the 
agricultural sector and in food systems, as well as 
examples of current projects.

Key findings and conclusions: Six 
panelists participated in this panel, which was 
moderated by two FAO officials. Experiences were 
shared in the design, development and execution 
of projects that allow the transformation of agri-
culture, in contexts in which there is evidence of 
the degradation of resources and the impact of 
climate change. The panellists also discussed the 
role that both the GEF and the GCF can play in 
promoting sustainable development at the terri-
torial level, and FAO’s role in supporting govern-
ments to access these financing mechanisms,.

The experiences presented were:

• "Climate-smart livestock", Ecuador. There 
have been notable achievements such as ac-
cess to irrigation, animal productivity all year 
round and productive diversification in farms; 
all this contributes to community food securi-
ty and mitigation of climate change.

• "Socio-ecosystemic approach for the conser-
vation and sustainable use of the biodiversi-
ty of the Caribbean Region of Colombia". A 
territorial approach has been implemented, 
whereby different actors cooperate in the con-
servation of a protected area or area of high 
conservation value, while promoting the sus-
tainable development of local communities.

• "National Program for the Restoration of 
Ecosystems and Landscapes of El Salvador 
as a transforming instrument of agricultu-
ral production". The landscape approach has 
been adopted as a public policy that promo-
tes productive transformation and resilience 
to the effects of climate change. This occurs 
through the restoration of degraded lands and 
the consequent increase of agricultural pro-
ductivity in a sustainable manner.

• "Promotion of transformational projects: Pa-
raguay". Under the framework of the National 
Development Plan, projects such as Poverty, 
Reforestation, Energy and Climate Change 
(PROEZA) have been promoted. PROEZA 
provides technical and financial support to 
establish agroforestry systems, forest planta-
tions close to nature or for the management of 
natural reforestation. There are also projects 
for the Modernization of Family Farming, the 
National Food and Nutrition Security Program 
(PCSAN) and the Arovia Program.

      

Sustainable and resilient agriculture: 
A programmatic vision of the 
GEF and GCF

Key words:
 
GEF; GCF, financing; climate change; projects; 
restoration; sustainable; resilience

Highlight and agreements:
• Meeting between GEF and FAO, which identified 

the opportunity for GEF to finance a project with 
wholesale markets through FLAMA (11/21/2018)

• Continuous follow-up with national GEF and GCF 
focal points to increase project ideas in the FAO 
pipeline

PP21
Organizer:  FAO / Sustainable use of natural resources, 
adaptation to climate change and disaster risk manage-
ment (RI3)
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Carlos Pereira, Minister Executive Secretary of the 
Technical Secretariat for Economic and Social Develop-
ment Planning, Paraguay

         Promotion of transformational projects: Paraguay, 
sharing experiences in the design, formulation and ex-
ecution of projects that allow the strengthening of local 
development

Hivy Ortiz, Forestry Officer, Regional Office for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, FAO

         Agricultural transformation with a landscape 
approach

Jhon Tuberquia, Leader Embera Mutata. Colombia

         Approach of socioecosystemic connectivities for the 
conservation and sustainable use of the biodiversity of the 
Caribbean Region of Colombia

Lina Pohl, Minister of Environment and Natural Resourc-
es of El Salvador

         National program for the restoration of ecosystems 
and landscapes of El Salvador as a transforming instru-
ment of agricultural production

Raquel Guamán, farmer, Ecuador
           
         Climatically Intelligent Livestock 

Pascal Martínez, Senior Environmental Specialist , GEF
 
         The GEF-7 strategy for forests and food systems 

María Mercedes Proaño, GEF Project Task Manager, 
FAO (moderator)

Ignacia Holmes, Coordinator FAO LAC Unit GCF / GEF 
(moderator)

Sustainable and resilient agriculture: 
A programmatic vision of the 
GEF and GCF

Panelists and 
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Context: The production and use of bioenergy 
in its different forms has been present in several 
countries of the region since the 1970s. Countries 
such as Argentina and Brazil have made important 
efforts in terms of research and development, ins-
titutional changes, public policies, and the design 
and implementation of favourable regulatory and 
legal frameworks. As a result, Brazil is current-
ly the second largest producer and consumer of 
bioethanol globally after the United States.

Objective: Share knowledge and experiences 
about the possibilities offered by the development 
of plant species that are used for bioenergy, es-
pecially for the sustainable use of low-intensity, 
unproductive or marginal areas, as well as agroin-
dustry and high-value bioproducts.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
production and use of bioenergies contributes to 
the diversification of agricultural production, grea-
ter possibilities for increasing family income, the 
creation of jobs and the diversification of the ener-
gy matrix. One of its main advantages is that it 
promotes the use of low-intensity, unproductive or 
marginal land, thereby expanding the agricultural 
frontier and the supply of biomass.

This panel focused on the experience of Brazil, a 
country with vast experience in the production and 
use of bioenergy and bioproducts (bioethanol, bio-
diesel, biogas, biomethane, biokerosene). The first 
panelist explained the progress in the bioenergy 
sector, from the 1970s through to today, motiva-
ted, in part, by the global oil crisis and supported 
by important regulatory, institutional and public 
policy advances. The current National Biofuel Poli-
cy (RENOVABIO), promulgated in December 2017, 
was widely discussed with all the actors involved, 
and represents an important strategy to streng-
then the biofuels policy and compliance with the 
country’s commitments adopted under the Paris 
Agreement.

The presentation by the panellist from Argentina, 
which also a lot of experience in this area, focused 
on the research currently being carried out rela-
ted to different plant species for the production 
of biomass. The native Mbokaja palm (Acrocomia 
totai), sorghum and combined forest plantations 
(willow, poplars and eucalyptus), the latter making 
use of wastewater, have been tested in marginal 
and unproductive soils of Argentina (northeast 
and northwest), with promising results, which re-
presents important productive and economic po-
tential, and has facilitated continued research and 
innovation in the production of bioenergy.

      

Energy crops

Key words:
 
Bioenergy; biomass; Mbokaja; sorghum; 
forest plantation; innovation; technology 
transfer; research

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina
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Alexandre Alonso Alves, Deputy Head of Technology 
Transfer – EMBRAPA Agroenergía

The Brazilian experience with energy crops

Diego Wassner, Consultant in Energy Crops of the Facul-
ty of Agronomy of the Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA)

Bioenergy and biorefineries in the Northeast of Argentina
(NEA). Characterization and selection criteria of native
populations.

Eduardo Romero, Senior Consultant of the Research 
and Technology Area of the Estación Experimental Obispo 
Colombres

         The bioenergetic sorghums

Juan Bustamante, Department of Agricultural Produc-
tion of the Universidad de Cuyo

         Reuse of domestic effluent water in forest plantations 
for bioenergy purposes in the region of Cuyo, Argentina

Energy crops

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Panelists and 
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Context: The Argentine government has made 
the diversification of the energy matrix one of its 
priorities through the development of renewable 
energies that, at present, represent less than 10% 
of the country’s total installed capacity. To this end, 
it is developing a series of programs to support pri-
vate renewable energy  projects, such as RenovAr1 
and PROBIOMASA2 as well as promoting spaces 
for dialogue and cooperation that help to improve 
access for developers to science and technology, 
financing sources and technical advice, among 
other areas.

Objectives: Share the vision of the importan-
ce of bioenergy for Argentina, including its advan-
tages, potential and applications, and discuss the 
programs that are being developed to help diversi-
fy the national energy matrix.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
renewable energy sector in Argentina has impor-
tant productive, economic and social potential 
under a favourable legal framework (Law 27.191 of 
2015 that encourages the use of renewable sour-
ces of energy for the generation of electricity) and 
with a set of programs in place that promote its 
massification (RenovAr and PROBIOMASA). The 
sector’s main advantages are: that it contributes to 
a reduction in the use of fossil fuels, with the con-
sequent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions; 
contributes to the creation of new jobs; improves 
the quality of life of the most vulnerable popula-
tions by offering them independent and reliable 
energy sources, among others. Currently, there are 
90 bioenergy projects in development totalling 
USD 4 billion, which makes it the energy sub-sec-
tor that is attracting the most investment today.

1 An international tender for the provision of electricity from 
renewable sources in the Wholesale Electricity Market.

2 Program to promote energy generation from biomass.

Within the sector, the use of biomass for the pro-
duction of thermal and electrical energy has be-
come more important, especially given that, in 
addition to representing a clean energy source, it 
offers the opportunity to utilize renewable waste 
resources, such as waste from mining, agricultural 
and forestry operations, animal manure, microbial 
biomass, all derived from the agricultural and fo-
restry industry, which is extremely important in 
Argentina.

In this regard, there are increasingly more suc-
cessful cases of production and use of biomass. 
For example, there is the case of PRODEMAN, a 
peanut processing company in the Province of 
Córdoba that uses peanut shells for power genera-
tion. This company produces in the order of 5,000 
tons of waste annually that, before the project, 
was buried in the ground or burned with negative 
consequences for the environment. Currently, the 
company generates power for its own use and de-
livers any surpluses to the distribution network.

The second case involves the company Bioelec-
trica, an initiative of producers and professionals 
associated with the industrial sector that, looking 
to take advantage of the waste from the produc-
tion of maize in Rio Cuarto, developed a network of 
small biogas plants. Currently, Bioelectrica has two 
power generation plants with installed capacity of 
3.6 MW; it is also developing projects with other 
clients, which are close to starting operations.

      

Bioenergy

Key words:
 
Renewable energy; bioenergy; biomass; 
innovation; technology transfer; research; 
RenovAr; PROBIOMASA

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

PP23
STREAMING
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuTQ25kSf8I&index=21&list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK47tp0uIR80Yz9EffX26P3d&t=0s
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Mariela Beljansky, Coordinator of Bioenergetic Strate-
gies, Probiomasa Project

Federico Moyano, Consultant of Bioenergetic Strategies, 
Probiomasa Project

Miguel Almada, Director of Bioenergy, Secretariat of 
Agribusiness, Argentina

         Opportunities, benefits and potential of bioenergy in 
Argentina. Project for the promotion of energy derived from 
biomass PROBIOMASA: Objectives, components, products 
and results

Maximiliano Morrone, National Director of Promotion of 
Renewable Energies, Energy Secretariat, Argentina

Renewable energies in Argentina: The potential of 
bioenergies

Jorge Ciravegna, PRODEMAN

PRODEMAN Power generation plant through the exclusive 
use of peanut shell biomass

Juan Córdoba, Bioeléctrica

 Bioelectric, energy at origin. Biogas plants

Bioenergy

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Panelists and 
presentations
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PP24 Agriculture, the forestry 
industry and the carbon cycle (*)

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina

Objectives: Analyze the contribution of forest plantations to the mitigation of Climate Change, and 
discuss management instruments and spaces for public-private dialogue to improve the competitiveness of 
the forestry-industrial sector.

      

       

(*) Summary prepared before The Week. No additional information available.

Key words:
 
Forestry industry; carbon cycle;
 mitigation of climate change; 
climate action
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Natalia Acosta, Sustainable Forest Management Area, 
Secretariat of Agroindustry

Matías Gaute, SIG Area, Secretariat of Agroindustry

Maria Eugenia Periago, Fundación Vida Silvestre

Carlos G. Tanides, Fundación Vida Silvestre

Carla Pascale, Secretariat of Agroindustry

Sandra Occhiuzzi, Secretariat of Agroindustry

Panelists Agriculture, the forestry 
industry and the carbon cycle (*)

Organizer: Secretariat of Agroindustry, Government of Argentina
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Context: Gastronomy conceived as the link 
between the field and the table.

Objectives: 
• Highlight the role and contribution of gas-

tronomy to promote more sustainable and 
healthy food systems in the region.

• Identify and disseminate visions and expe-
riences about healthy eating and cooking 
from different areas of gastronomy.

• Highlight the gastronomic heritage of Latin 
America and the Caribbean to promote a 
more sustainable and healthy diet.

• Sensitize and raise awareness about the 
adoption of a healthy diet and put an end to 
all forms of malnutrition.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
panel offered the opportunity to highlight the 
gastronomic heritage of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, from traditional cooking to the most 
avant-garde cuisine, emphasizing the important 
role of gastronomy as a link between the farm and 
the table. At the same time, the gender relations-
hip was highlighted, where women in general, and 
rural women in particular, play an important role in 
the process of valorization and promotion of tradi-
tional and healthy food, as well as maintaining the 
recipes and flavours of our region.

The panel used a discussion model, with four pa-
nelists and approximately 25 participants, led by 
the moderator, who guided the session with ques-
tions previously selected and approved by the or-
ganizing team. First, each panelist presented their 
experiences and lessons learned, and then there 
was time for debate and reflection on the diversity 
of interventions at different levels of the food sys-
tem, and how they have been scaling up and mo-
bilizing positive changes in the areas where they 
have been implemented.

The main results of this panel include its contribu-
tion to the development of more sustainable and 
healthy food systems in Latin America and the 
Caribbean through different approaches to gas-
tronomy and the exchange of experiences related 
to the importance of healthy and sustainable coo-
king in different cultures.

• 
      

Sustainable gastronomy: 
Cooking up a better food system

Key words:
 
Gastronomic heritage; sustainable 
gastronomy; rescue; valorization and 
transmission of flavors and knowledge; 
healthy cooking

Organizer: FAO – Hunger-Free Latin America and 
the Caribbean Initiative (RI1)

Highlight :
• Distribution of the recipe book "Salud, saberes y sabores” 
among the participants, FAO, Santiago de Chile, 2018

• Interviews by Alfredo Oropeza and Ximena Saenz

• Video 1 by Alfredo Oropeza, “Paying Tribute to the 
Producer”

• Video 2 by Alfredo Oropeza, “Paying Tribute to the 
Producer”

• Presentation by Santiago Macías

PP25
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Alfredo Oropeza, Chef at Al Natural and owner of a com-
pany dedicated to the development of cross-platform con-
tent specialized in cooking, health and well-being in Mexico

Santiago Macías, Chef at I Latina and Co-Director of 
the Sustentag sustainable gastronomy project in ACELGA, 
Colombia-Argentina

Eliana Queupumil,  Cook of Mapuche origin focused on 
rescuing traditional gastronomy techniques, Chile

         Sustainable Gastronomy. Cooking to advance towards 
a new food system

Ximena Sáenz (Moderator): Cook and designer, Co-
host of the TV program Cocineros Argentinos

Organizer: FAO – Hunger-Free Latin America and 
the Caribbean Initiative (RI1)

Panelists and 
presentations

©
FA

O
/S

ofi
a 

N
ic

ol
in

i

http://www.fao.org/3/ca4377es/ca4377es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4377es/ca4377es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4377es/ca4377es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4377es/ca4377es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4377es/ca4377es.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4377es/ca4377es.pdf


110

PA
RA

LL
EL

 P
A

N
EL

 2
6 

 N
ov

em
be

r 2
1, 

20
18

Context: This panel was organized by the Te-
chnical Secretariat of FILAC and the FAO Regional 
Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, within 
the framework of the Ibero-American Action Plan 
for the Development of the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.

Objective: Generate debate on food systems 
and traditional knowledge within the framework of 
the Sustainable Development Goals.

Key findings and conclusions: The 
main points of discussion were:

• Raising awareness of the importance of 
supporting agriculture and food systems 
developed by indigenous peoples in LAC 
and the important role small-scale family 
farming plays in world food security.

• Reflection on the importance and contri-
bution of ancestral food systems to achieve 
the goals of reducing hunger, poverty and 
improving health.

• Debate on the "FAO Voluntary Guidelines 
on the Responsible Governance of Tenure 
of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Con-
text of National Food Security".

• Highlight the importance of territorial go-
vernance and the traditional knowledge of 
indigenous peoples in overcoming hunger 
and improving levels of nutrition.

• Demonstrate the need and importance of 
designing participatory proposals for agri-
cultural, environmental and social policies 
to support family farming and promote sus-
tainable development.

The conclusions of the panel are summarized be-
low:

• Future challenges for the Region include 
technological innovation to face the effects 
of climate change, and rescuing the tradi-

tional foods of indigenous peoples to help 
eradicate hunger and malnutrition.

• Food security is possible to achieve only if 
all actors and sectors of society act together 
under the premise of co-responsibility.

• Caring for biodiversity is an important 
task and mechanisms must be created to 
guarantee the transmission of traditional 
knowledge and practices of indigenous 
peoples.

• Civil society and, in particular, indigenous 
peoples, are critical of the results of the 
FAO voluntary guidelines, which means 
more work needs to be done.

• FAO faces an important challenge in achie-
ving better results given that civil society 
organisations, particularly indigenous peo-
ples, have been critical of the concentration 
of efforts in the design of public policies 
and not in their implementation .

• The activity was another step in the FI-
LAC-FAO partnership to strengthen the food 
systems of Indigenous Peoples, which is key 
to combating hunger and malnutrition.

 

      

The contribution of traditional food 
systems of indigenous peoples to food 
security in Latin America

Organizer: Fund for the Development of the Indigenous 
Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean (FILAC) – FAO
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Eve Crowley, Deputy Regional Representative for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, FAO. Representative of FAO 
Chile

Jesús Guadalupe Fuentes Blanco, Member of the 
Board of Directors of FILAC

Rolando Moscoso Echalar, External consultant FILAC, 
specialized in indigenous food and nutrition systems in 
inter-Andean valleys of Bolivia

Aura Leticia Teleguario, External consultant FILAC, spe-
cialized in food and nutrition systems of Indigenous Peoples 
in the region

Eliana Queupumil,  Mapuche chef

Amparo Morales, International Relations FILAC 
(moderator)

The contribution of traditional food 
systems of indigenous peoples to food 
security in Latin America

Key words:
 
Ancestral food systems; transmission 
of knowledge and traditional practices; 
indigenous peoples; co-responsibility; 
public policies

Organizer: Fund for the Development of the Indigenous 
Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean (FILAC) – FAO

Panelists
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5. MEDIA 
     COVERAGE
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MEDIA Coverage

Strong presence in 
Social Networks  

12 live streams via Twitter
10 thematic trends @Fao Américas

10 interviews recorded in the TV studio  
         of FAO                for Twitter.

                 All plenary and semi-plenary sessions  
              streamed live on the FAO Americas website
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Digital audience

Strong presence in 
Social Networks  

  3.500 People followed our                     
 live broadcast

 50 million people  saw our 
 messages on Twitter

More than 10,000 visits to the website

Press 
  
                 23 journalists reporting on the event                
     throughout the region 

        20 Interviews with FAO spokespeople by the        
         most influential media in the region 

        630 articles about the event published in   
 Latin America and the Caribbean

               Reaching a potential audience of more than  
    300 million people 
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