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FOREST AND LANDSCAPE RESTORATION 

1. Forests cover about 26 percent of the land area in the Asia-Pacific region and provide vital

ecosystem services in support of agriculture, food security and nutrition, as well as playing a critical role

in climate change mitigation and adaption. These vital functions are being rapidly diminished due to

massive degradation of forests and lands despite an overall increase in forest area in the region. In recent

years, landscape approaches to restoration have gained momentum and offer enormous opportunities to

restore ecosystems and landscapes. The concept is based on the recognition that trees and forests comprise

critical components of rural landscapes and that diversification at landscape levels can enhance ecological

and socio-economic resilience.

2. There is a growing awareness of the importance of forest and landscape restoration (FLR) thanks

to several international processes. In March 2019, the United Nations General Assembly declared 2021

– 2030 the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration1 with the aim to massively scale up the restoration of

degraded and destroyed ecosystems. FAO and UN Environment Programme were invited to lead the

implementation of the  Decade, which will accelerate existing global restoration goals, for example the

Bonn Challenge, which aims to restore 350 million hectares of degraded ecosystems by 2030. Other

international commitments related to FLR include the New York Declaration on Forests and the Aichi

Biodiversity Targets (Target 15) under the Convention on Biological Diversity. As well, FLR contributes

significantly to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the achievement of its Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), in particular SDG 15 (Life on Land). In line with these international

commitments, countries in the region are also giving high priority to forest restoration as reflected in the

importance given to land use, forests and trees in the nationally determined contributions (NDCs) and the

adoption of ambitious national forest cover goals.

3. Members of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC) have highlighted the need for support

in translating these international and national restoration commitments and targets to actions on the

ground and have recommended that FAO continue to give high priority to forest restoration through

recommendations made at the 25th, 26th and the 27th sessions of APFC.

1 https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/284 

http://www.bonnchallenge.org/content/challenge
https://nydfglobalplatform.org/
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4. Responding to these challenges and recommendations, FAO has placed increasing emphasis on 

promoting FLR globally and in the region. FAO established the Forest and Landscape Restoration 

Mechanism (FLRM) in 2014, with the aim of helping countries meet their ambitious pledges to restore 

degraded lands. The FLRM provides direct support to countries, with principal focuses on: developing 

the enabling conditions needed to take restoration work to scale; providing innovative technical support 

and capacity development for large-scale FLR implementation; and supporting work in monitoring, 

reporting, assessment and evaluation of FLR. The FLRM is currently supporting national-level FLR 

actions in 19 countries, including Cambodia, Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Korea and the Philippines, 

in the Asia-Pacific region.  

5. The Global Environment Facility (GEF) has been and continues to be an important donor for 

financing FLR related projects globally and in the region. FAO is the global lead organization for the 

GEF-7 Sustainable Forest Management Impact Program on Dryland Sustainable Landscapes, and is also 

contributing to the Food, Land Use and Restoration Impact Program led by the World Bank. In 

partnership with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and UN Environment, FAO 

is currently implementing a global GEF programme “The Restoration Initiative”, which provides an 

umbrella to FLR-related child projects managed by partner GEF agencies. There are also a number of 

national GEF projects under development and implementation in the region with a strong focus on 

landscape approaches and forest restoration. 

6. In order to guide actions by FAO and APFC member countries to further advance the 

implementation of FLR in the region, FAO had facilitated a process to develop a regional strategy and 

action plan on FLR through extensive stakeholder consultations. The final document, “Regional Strategy 

and Action Plan for Forest and Landscape Restoration in Asia-Pacific”, was presented and endorsed at 

the 27th Session of the APFC in October 2017.  

7. The FLR strategy and action plan has helped prioritize actions on FLR and guided FAO’s recent 

support in the region. These include: supporting the development and implementation of national FLR 

plans through the FLRM; promoting regional dialogue and learning in coordination with partner 

organizations including the Asia-Pacific Network for Sustainable Forest Management and Rehabilitation 

(APFNet), IUCN, the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) and RECOFTC - The Center 

for People and Forests; building recognition for various technical approaches to FLR (e.g. FAO 

publications “Agroforestry for landscape restoration”, “Global guidelines for the restoration of degraded 

forests and landscapes in drylands”  and a field manual on assisted natural regeneration which is being 

finalized); mobilizing donor financing for FLR through the GEF, the International Climate Initiative (IKI) 

of the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU), Germany 

and others; and supporting field-level actions on FLR through the implementation of related projects in 

the region. Further actions are needed to upscale FLR efforts at the regional level with the involvement 

of the private sector.    

Points for consideration xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

The Commission may wish to:  

 Consider the benefits of adopting a regional target for forest cover increase to the year 2030, with 

a commitment to reducing deforestation and forest degradation and improving the quality forests 

through improved forest management supported by enabling conditions, and take action as 

appropriate;  

 Invite countries to prepare a national roadmap on FLR to facilitate active participation in the 

upcoming UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030;  

 Invite countries to consider making Bonn Challenge pledges on the basis of existing national 

restoration targets including NDCs and REDD+ actions;  

 Recommend FAO to provide targeted and specific support to countries in line with the Regional 

Strategy and Action Plan for Forest and Landscape Restoration in Asia-Pacific; and  

http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/en/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/en/
https://www.iucn.org/theme/forests/projects/restoration-initiative-tri
http://www.fao.org/3/i8382en/I8382EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/i8382en/I8382EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/b-i7374e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5036e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5036e.pdf
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 Recommend FAO to support, facilitate and promote active participation of countries in the UN 

Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030. 


