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SECRETARIAT NOTE 

1. During the 27th session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission held in October 2017 in

Colombo, Sri Lanka, member states endorsed the proposal for the third Asia-Pacific Forest Sector

Outlook Study (APFSOS III) and emphasized that the Study should have strong inter-sectoral

components and convey clear messages on the value and benefits of forests and forestry to societies.

The preparatory phase of the Study started in 2017, while most of the data collection, analysis and

writing took place in 2018 and the first quarter of 2019. The report will be launched at the Opening

Ceremony of Asia Pacific Forestry Week 2019.

2. APFSOS III is an outstanding collaboration among individuals, institutions and networks with

more than 800 individuals across the region involved through various consultations, meetings,

interviews and surveys. The process followed a multidisciplinary and cross-sectoral approach with wide

engagement and feedback from a broad range of stakeholders. An interdisciplinary Advisory

Committee with forty members provided strategic and technical guidance through the entire process.

Major elements of the process have included perception surveys for heads of forestry, public and youth;

six technical focus group discussions with participation by leading experts; a multi-disciplinary expert

review; and consultations including with FAO country representatives, regional office and headquarters

staff. A crucial feature of APFSOS III is the active involvement and contribution of young people

through surveys and a regional youth consultative workshop.

3. APFSOS III provides a strategic analysis of forests and landscapes in the region to help

policymakers and other stakeholders decide on the actions needed to achieve a sustainable future. It

explores three scenarios – business-as-usual, aspirational and disruptive – for the future of forests and

the forest sector in the region to 2030 and 2050; and provides recommendations for policy interventions

and robust actions that will help in attaining an aspirational future, maximizing economic, social and

environmental resilience, and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
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Major findings of the Asia-Pacific Forest Sector Outlook Study III: 

 

The region’s forests and landscapes are changing rapidly 

 

4. The region’s landscapes consist largely of varied land-use mosaics and are highly dynamic. 

Both landscapes and land uses continue to transform in response to changes in policies and laws. 

Landscape approaches are gaining traction, seeking to transcend traditional agricultural, forestry and 

other land-use governance mechanisms and apply evidence-based participatory decision-making. 

Compared with other world regions, the Asia-Pacific has low forest area per capita (0.18 ha). Planted 

forests and trees outside forests are becoming more important contributors to regional wood production, 

although natural forests (i.e. primary and other naturally regenerated forests) are still important source 

of wood in some countries. Natural forests are increasingly being set aside for the provision of 

ecosystem services. 

 

Big shifts are happening in forest value chains 

 

5. There has been a major geographical shift in the wood and wood products industry in recent 

decades, with the Asia-Pacific region’s share of global production, trade and consumption growing 

quickly for many products. Overall, roundwood consumption has been relatively stable in the region for 

the past two decades, with efficiency gains and recycling reducing the volume of virgin industrial wood 

required. The traditional use of wood as a source of domestic energy is declining rapidly, due largely to 

increasing incomes, urbanization and substitution with fossil fuels and electricity. The share of wood in 

the region’s production of modern biofuels is low. However, production of some industrial wood 

products – including sawnwood, wood panels, and paper and paperboard – has grown strongly in the 

Asia-Pacific region and is expected to continue to increase. The potential for the Asia-Pacific 

bioeconomy to play a larger and more important role in economic development could stimulate growth 

in wood demand.  

 

The region’s population is growing and people are on the move 

 

6. The most rapid population growth in the region is anticipated to be in lower-middle-income and 

low-income countries, which are also expected to confront the greatest population-related challenges to 

2050. Many of these countries already have low per-capita natural capital as well as low human capital, 

posing immense difficulties for sustainable forest use. As resource pressures accelerate, low population-

density and forest-rich countries have emerged as deforestation frontiers, essentially to cater to demand 

from high population and resource-scarce countries. Migration due to climate-change-related factors – 

such as water stress, declining land productivity and increased disaster severity and frequency – will 

increasingly affect land use, including forestry. In some countries, the migration of men away from 

rural settings means that older people and women are increasingly responsible for forest and landscape 

management.  

 

Economies are booming, with opportunities and threats for forests 

 

7. Continued economic growth in the region coupled with a rapidly expanding middle class will 

increase demand for forest products as well as for ecosystem services and amenity values of trees and 

forests. Economic structures in the region are undergoing rapid change. For example, the share of 

agriculture (including forestry) in value added has dropped sharply in recent decades, although, in many 

countries, the agriculture sector remains a major employer. Investments in infrastructure, mining, urban 

development and industrial crops are expected to continue growing in the region, with the potential to 

unleash a new era of deforestation. On the other hand, dietary changes (especially moving away from 

meat consumption), new energy technologies, and concentration of populations could potentially free 

up land for reforestation, restoration and rewilding.  

 

Environmental challenges threaten – and countries seek ways to increase ecosystem services 
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8. Multiple environmental challenges – including climate change, biodiversity loss, land 

degradation and rising demand for amenity values of forests – have emerged in recent decades as 

important drivers of the forest agenda in the Asia-Pacific region.  For example, concerns over climate 

change are driving a range of national and international initiatives to reduce deforestation and forest 

degradation and promote reforestation and forest rehabilitation, including as an important example, 

REDD+. Concerns over biodiversity loss and increasing numbers of threatened species are similarly 

promoting improved forest management for conservation values in many countries.  

 

New technologies are transforming forestry – but uptake is patchy 

 

9. Technological advances in, for example, remote sensing and data analysis are revolutionizing 

forest management and the environmental monitoring of forested landscapes, but the rate of uptake is 

far from uniform in the region (see also Secretariat Paper FO: APFC/2019/5). There is greater uptake of 

technologies to increase forest productivity and industrial efficiency in the planted-forest sector than in 

natural forest production. Product innovations, such as engineered wood products, are enabling new and 

more efficient uses of wood and helping ensure its central role in the quest to achieve low-carbon 

circular economies. Governments are also beginning to leverage new technologies to improve land 

mapping, the management of land-ownership information, and forest governance. 

 

Participation in forest governance grows, but conflicts loom 

 

10. Four broad governance discourses have helped shape the region’s forest landscapes and 

governance institutions – i) forestry for timber; ii) participatory forestry; iii) multiple benefits; and iv) 

climate change and sustainable development. Efforts to strengthen forest governance in the region 

include increasing stakeholder participation, market-based approaches, forest-related conflict 

management, and institutional reform. The area of forests owned or designated for use by indigenous 

peoples and local communities is increasing. For example, an analysis of 16 selected countries between 

2002 and 2017 identified an increase in forests owned or managed by communities and indigenous 

groups of approximately 17 million hectares or 9 percent. Nevertheless, many indigenous peoples and 

local communities still face tremendous challenges in resolving tenure issues to disputed lands and 

forests in the face of development, marginalization, and conflict. 

  

Forests face divergent futures to 2030 and 2050  

 

11. APFSOS III presents three potential scenarios: 

 

 In a business-as-usual scenario to 2030, the role of forests and the forest sector in addressing global 

challenges and achieving global goals such as the SDGs, the Paris Agreement on climate change, the 

Bonn Challenge and the Global Forest Goals (GFGs) will be suboptimal. Deforestation and forest 

degradation will continue unabated in many countries, further compromising delivery of ecosystem 

services and degrading the overall environment and living conditions in the region. 

 

 The disruptive scenario assumes that significant negative events and trends occur beyond business as 

usual, such as a global or regional financial crisis, a war between countries, major environmental 

disasters, or unprecedented migration,1 the impacts of which would have major consequences for 

societies, forests and landscapes. It also assumes that few countries in the region take adequate 

precautionary measures designed to mitigate the impacts of such negative events and trends. In a 

disruptive scenario to 2030, deforestation and forest degradation will accelerate, only few countries 

will achieve forest restoration targets, forest-based livelihoods and ecosystem services will 

deteriorate, forest-related tensions will escalate, and forest-based industries will fail to ensure 

                                                      

1 The disruptive scenario does not address “normal” disruptions that might occur in any of the scenarios, such as changes in 

governance, conflicts over landscape management or the invention of new technologies. 
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resource sustainability. Outcomes will likely be highly detrimental to environmental, economic and 

social structures. 

 

 An aspirational scenario to 2030 will result in increasing forest area, reduced forest degradation and 

significant restoration of degraded forest areas.  Forest-related SDGs and other targets agreed in 

global processes will be achieved. This will require transformational changes in forest and landscape 

management. The progress of countries will be determined at least in part by institutional capacity 

and domestic political situations. Positive actions that could be taken include encouraging the 

emergence of “change leadership” (in which companies, businesses and initiatives act as 

transformational champions) and the creation of institutions dedicated to enabling integrated 

landscape-scale governance and the reform of poor land-use policies. There are reasons for 

optimism. Collaboration among a wide range of forest stakeholders, including some who have been 

antagonistic towards each other in the past, has emerged at various levels and is likely to grow in 

coming years. Knowledge of how to tackle key challenges is increasing. New technologies will help 

countries make faster progress toward certain goals, and the rise of well-educated young innovators 

will provide further impetus. 

 

 The youth consulted for this study provided their outlook for the future. Most of them were quite 

optimistic that the future of forests, landscapes and people in the Asia-Pacific region will be bright. 

Although many young people appear positive about the future for forests, some have reservations 

and doubts. According to them the future can be shaped toward a more positive direction and they 

can shape it by taking leadership roles, generating momentum through collaboration and social 

media, and changing rigid institutions from within by shaking them up. 

 

12. Business-as-usual, disruptive and aspirational scenarios for 2050 involve similar outcomes as 

those for 2030, driven to further extremes. Building the resilience of forests, landscapes and people will 

help ensure the region has the capacity to respond to future shocks and uncertainties. 

 

 

Forestry can lead the region towards a sustainable future:  

 

13. The Asia-Pacific region has the capacity to achieve a sustainable future. Forestry has often been 

at the forefront of social change: it was the progenitor of the contemporary guiding principle of 

sustainability and have led or contributed to the development of participatory models of natural 

resource management. Examples exist where forest management can be integrated into landscape scale 

management through agroforestry, silvo-forestry, integrated watershed management, etc.  

 

14. Six broad groups of stakeholders will be crucial in taking the region forward by working in a 

coordinated manner to address the challenges of forest and landscape management: governments; the 

private sector; civil-society; local, community and indigenous groups; research institutions; and 

intergovernmental and development assistance agencies. Seven “robust actions” recommended for these 

stakeholder groups to take now and during the next decade, are as follows:  

i. Promote and institutionalize a learning culture and adaptive management.  

ii. Consolidate efforts to make global visions work at the national level by increasing coordination 

and cooperation among stakeholders. 

iii. Put much more emphasis on maintaining and improving forest quality and restoring degraded 

landscapes. 

iv. Explore and invest in alternative economic development models that consider progress beyond 

economic growth. 

v. Put more effort into achieving good forest and landscape governance at all levels, and institute 

effective conflict- management mechanisms. 
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vi. Build the resilience of forests, landscapes and people to cope with climate change, shocks and 

uncertainties. 

vii. Commit sufficient resources and efforts to make landscape approaches work. 

 

15. Ensuring the effectiveness of the robust actions will involve a number of cross-cutting 

strategies, such as policy and institutional reforms, inter-sectoral and multidisciplinary approaches, 

inclusive education and knowledge building, collaborative and joint decision-making processes and 

capacity building for sustainable forest and landscape management.  

 

Recommendations for operationalizing the robust actions:  

 

16. A range of specific recommendations for operationalizing the robust actions by the six broad 

groups of stakeholders is proposed. Stakeholders may adapt these to specific situations and contexts and 

use them as a starting point. Among these recommendations, several may be highlighted for immediate 

and concrete action: 

 Conduct a regional assessment of best practices related to adaptive management. 

 Build awareness and capacity of stakeholders to help meet forest related SDGs and GFGs, e.g. 

information sharing, training. 

 Document examples of good quality forests (healthy and rich in biodiversity), their management, 

involvement of stakeholders and benefits derived from these forests.  

 Build capacity for countries to aid transitions towards more circular economies and sustainable 

bioeconomies. 

 Conduct analysis and related capacity building on conflict management. 

 Invest in capacity building for disaster risk management and support governments in developing 

national capacities and know-how, including by mobilizing resources and appropriate technologies. 

 

 

Points for consideration and discussion 

 

17. The Commission is invited to discuss and recommend countries and FAO to, among others: 

 Support countries to strengthen their strategic planning and policies using findings of APFSOS 

III; 

 Build national and regional capacity on sustainable forest and landscape management based on 

findings and recommendations in APFSOS III; 

 Support countries to develop their national forest sector outlook study as appropriate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


