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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 
 
This is the final version of the report as approved by the Thirty-third Session of the Committee on 
Fisheries, held in Rome from 9 to 13 July 2018. 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
The Thirty-third Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held in Rome, Italy, from 9 to 
13 July 2018. The Committee: 
a) commended FAO for the 2018 State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) 

publication, but strongly requested the Secretariat to address the timing issue with a clear 
deadline for subsequent sessions; 

b) welcomed the improvement in the 2018 questionnaire on the implementation of the FAO 
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code) and noted the progress of Members 
on the implementation of the Code and related instruments, but also identified gaps and 
constraints and underscored the important role of FAO in assisting Members. The Committee 
called upon FAO to consult with Members on matters of potential confidentiality in the use 
of the country information and emphasized the need for Members to validate the use of the 
information for SDG reporting; 

c) endorsed the reports of the Sixteenth Session of the Sub Committee on Fish Trade and the 
Ninth Session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture;  

d) welcomed the increasing number of Parties to the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures 
to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing (PSMA), and encouraged further adherence to 
the Agreement. The Committee commended the launch of the public version of the Global 
Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessel and Supply Vessels (Global 
Record). The Committee expressed concern about transshipment activities that may 
contribute to IUU fishing and welcomed the global study on transshipment and called for in-
depth studies to support the development of guidelines on best practices for regulating, 
monitoring and controlling transshipment. The Committee expressed support for the work of 
FAO in continuing to develop the technical guidelines for the estimation of the magnitude 
and geographic extent of IUU fishing; 

e) welcomed progress in implementing the small-scale fisheries (SSF) Guidelines and 
requested FAO to further develop an implementation monitoring system for the SSF 
Guidelines. The Committee welcomed the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture in 2022;  

f) noted the increasing importance of sustainable aquaculture development for food security 
and nutrition and its potential to meet growing demand to fill the gap in global fish supply. 
The Committee recognized the need to implement best practices in aquaculture and 
recommended the FAO develop sustainable aquaculture guidelines – especially for Africa;  

g) reaffirmed the role of COFI as the most important international forum for policy debate and 
the adoption of policy instruments in the fisheries and aquaculture sector and further 
commended the participation of FAO in the many relevant international fora. The Committee 
appreciated the ongoing work to establish a new legally-binding agreement for the 
conservation of marine biodiversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ), noting that 
it should not undermine existing relevant instruments. It called for FAO to continue its 
cooperation with Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) and Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations (RFMOs); 

h) emphasized the importance of Members achieving the SDGs, especially SDG 14. The 
Committee requested FAO to continue to assist Members in strengthening statistical capacity 
and delivery of their data and information. The Committee requested FAO to review potential 
opportunities of Blue Growth and Blue Economy initiative. The Committee further requested 
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FAO to support members in inland fisheries and develop best practices for management of 
inland fisheries; 

i) commended the work of FAO in the area of climate change in fisheries and aquaculture 
including the comprehensive review on the impacts of climate change in fisheries and 
aquaculture and adaptation options. The Committee endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines on 
the Marking of Fishing Gear. The Committee welcomed the work of FAO on bycatch, 
including work on marine mammal bycatch; 

j) endorsed the priority areas of work for 2018-2019 noting the importance of the work of FAO 
in support of achieving the SDGs, especially SDG 14; 

k) approved the progress report of the MYPOW 2016-2019 and requested the insertion of, and 
strongly urged adherence to the following indicator in MYPOW 2018-2021, “All COFI 
documents, including SOFIA, are to be made available in all FAO languages at least four 
weeks before the session commences”; 

l) elected the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the 34th Session of COFI. 
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OPENING OF THE SESSION  
 
1. The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) held its Thirty-third session in Rome from 9 to 
13 July 2018. The session was attended by 107 Members of the Committee, by observers from 
14 other FAO Member Nations, the Holy See and Palestine, and one Associate Member of 
FAO, by representatives from ten specialized agencies and related organizations of the United 
Nations and by observers from 44 intergovernmental organizations, one Consultative Group 
on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and 33 international non-governmental 
organizations. A list of delegates and observers is attached as Appendix B.   
 
2. Mr William Gibbons-Fly, Chairperson, Thirty-third session of COFI, opened the session 
and welcomed the participants. 
 
3. Mr José Graziano da Silva, Director-General of FAO, inaugurated the session and 
delivered a statement. The text of his statement is attached in Appendix D.  
 
4. Mr Peter Thompson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean, delivered a statement as attached 
in Appendix E.  
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION  
 
5. The Committee adopted the Agenda and Timetable for the session with the addition of 
two items: 14.2(a) Report from the Republic of Korea on the progress of the pilot programme 
for the World Fisheries University; and 14.2(b) A proposal for the establishment of a new sub-
committee on fisheries management. The Agenda is attached as Appendix A to this report. The 
list of documents which were placed before the Committee is attached as Appendix C. 
 
DESIGNATION OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE  
 
6. The following Members were elected to the Drafting Committee: Algeria, Argentina, 
Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, New 
Zealand, Norway, Oman, Peru, the Republic of Korea, Sweden and Uganda. Côte d’Ivoire 
chaired the Drafting Committee. 
 
STATE OF WORLD FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE  
 
7. The Committee commended FAO for the 2018 State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 
(SOFIA) publication. It reiterated that SOFIA constituted a global reference for development 
status and trends in fisheries and aquaculture that was supported by data, statistics and 
information, and was a tool to help states improve the sustainability of fisheries under the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), especially SDG 14. The Committee reiterated the 
importance of operational national data collection systems to support scientific and decision-
making processes, emphasizing the need for capacity building in developing countries and wide 
dissemination of the SOFIA report. 
 
8. The Committee noted the improving quality of this publication and provided constructive 
recommendations as to how this could be continued. The Committee recommended a more 
robust peer review process, sharing the report with Members well in advance of publishing, 
and the potential to draw from additional data sets to fill particular data gaps, such as estimates 
of fish losses.  
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9. The Committee commented that the late release of SOFIA and other COFI documents 
limited the time for adequate review, noting that this might affect the quality of discussions 
and efficiency of the Committee. The Committee strongly requested the Secretariat to address 
this timing issue with a clear deadline for subsequent sessions. 
 
10. The Committee recognized that the situation is very different in different areas of the 
world, but expressed serious concern about the overall aggregated status of fish stocks, noting 
the continued increase in the proportion of overfished stocks. Regretting that the global 
community had been unable to reverse this trend, the Committee emphasized how illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, together with unregulated transshipment and 
harmful fisheries subsidies, were undermining the sustainability of marine fishery resources. 
The Committee called upon Members for strong commitment in the fight against IUU fishing, 
including ratification of the Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA) and underscored the importance of 
national policy reforms for strong and efficient management action towards achieving 
sustainable fisheries and aquaculture and the SDGs.  
 
11. To address these challenges, the Committee expressed strong interest in discussing the 
establishment of a sub-committee on fisheries management in order to assist the international 
community, especially developing States.  
 
12. The Committee highlighted the role of Regional Fisheries Management Organizations 
(RFMOs) and other regional processes for the sustainable management of common fisheries 
resources, and called for increased support to Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) and national 
mechanisms for sustainable fishery management.  
 
13. The Committee emphasized the importance of fish in meeting the FAO strategic goal of 
a world without hunger and malnutrition, noting the key role which trade and aquaculture will 
continue to play in the provision of livelihoods and satisfying the demand of an ever-growing 
population. It also noted the contribution of small-scale fisheries (SSF) and aquaculture in rural 
development. 
 
14. The Committee reiterated the importance of marine and inland SSF in providing 
livelihoods and food fish, highlighting related challenges of access to resources, gender equity, 
reduction of fish loss and waste, access to markets, including through strengthened industry 
standards, and adaptation to climate change for increased resilience. The Committee stressed 
the need for capacity development to boost implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for 
Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty 
Eradication (SSF Guidelines).  
 
15. The Committee recalled the importance of international cooperation across disciplines 
and sectors in addressing the complex SDG challenges, as fostered through UN agencies, 
intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) and international non-governmental organizations 
joint programmes, and implemented by some Members using a Blue Growth approach. 
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PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR 
RESPONSIBLE FISHERIES AND RELATED INSTRUMENTS 
 
16. The Committee noted the record-high response rate to the Code questionnaire and 
encouraged Members to maintain this commitment to respond.  
 
17. The Committee welcomed the improvements to the 2018 questionnaire including the 
section on SSF and requested that certain areas be made more comprehensive, whilst 
constraining its length. The Committee requested further enhancement of the web-based 
application and related data management and processing tools, and called for FAO to ensure 
the readability of the questionnaire in all languages. 
 
18. The Committee noted the progress of Members in the implementation of the Code and 
related instruments, but also identified gaps and constraints, such as limited financial and 
human resources, gaps in technical and regulatory capacity, the need for improved institutional 
frameworks for responsible fisheries and aquaculture and to reduce post-harvest losses. The 
Committee underscored the important role of FAO in assisting Members to overcome these 
challenges.  
 
19. The Committee called upon FAO to consult with Members on matters of potential 
confidentiality in the use of the country data and information submitted through the Code 
questionnaire. It further emphasized the need for Members to validate the use of any 
information obtained from the questionnaire for SDG reporting. 
 
20. The Committee highlighted the importance of safety at sea and working conditions in the 
fisheries sector and welcomed the close cooperation between FAO and the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO). Members requested 
FAO to further strengthen international cooperation on occupational health and safety issues 
in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors and to promote decent work for fish workers. 
 

DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE 
COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON FISH TRADE, BUSAN, THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, 
4-8 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
21. The Committee endorsed the Report of the Sixteenth session of the Sub-Committee on 
Fish Trade, held in Busan, the Republic of Korea (4–8 September 2017), and thanked the 
Government of the Republic of Korea for hosting the session. 
 
22. The Committee underlined the crucial function of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade as 
the only specialized multilateral forum for discussion of trade-related issues for fish and fishery 
products.  
 
23. The Committee expressed support for the capacity building activities of FAO on post-
harvest and market access issues, in particular for small-scale producers and processors in 
developing countries.  
 
24. The Committee noted the challenges arising from increasing market access requirements 
and emphasized the need to avoid these becoming unnecessary technical barriers to trade 
(TBTs). 
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25. The Committee expressed strong support for FAO’s provision of scientific advice to the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission noting the need to ensure adequate funding for this work. 
26. The Committee supported the outcome of the Expert Consultation on Trade in Fisheries 
Services and the continued work of FAO in this regard. This includes a best practice review to 
be presented at the next session of the Sub-Committee.  
 
27. The Committee recommended that future guidance on social sustainability be developed 
in cooperation with relevant stakeholders, including industry and fish worker associations, 
building on experience from the development of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development OECD-FAO Guidance for Responsible Agricultural Supply Chains. 
 
28. The Committee highlighted the importance of reducing food waste and losses, especially 
in the post-harvest value chain, and the need to provide technical assistance to developing 
countries in this regard.  
 
29. The Committee reiterated its support to the work of FAO on commercially-exploited 
aquatic species of interest to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), and underlined the important role of the FAO Expert Advisory 
Panel in reviewing CITES listing proposals for those species. Some Members encouraged FAO 
to review the conservation impacts on species already listed.  
 
30. The Committee recalled the report of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade noting the 
request of some Members to work closely with CITES Secretariat to ensure the timely sharing 
of the Expert Panel report to enable sufficient time for decision-making. The Committee 
encouraged FAO to enhance its cooperation with CITES, to improve the current situation. 
 
31. The Committee expressed support for the cooperation of FAO with the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) on trade issues in general and on fisheries subsidies in particular. 
 
32. The Committee welcomed the adoption of the Voluntary Guidelines for Catch 
Documentation Schemes (CDS) by the FAO Conference in July 2017, and encouraged their 
implementation to harmonize CDS and prevent trade in products from IUU fishing while 
minimizing TBTs. 
 
33. The Committee welcomed the kind invitation from the Government of Spain to host the 
Seventeenth session of the Sub-Committee. 
 

DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NINTH SESSION OF THE 
COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE, ROME, 24-27 OCTOBER 2017 
 
34. The Committee endorsed the Report of the Ninth session of the Sub-Committee on 
Aquaculture held in Rome, Italy (24–27 October 2017).  
 
35. The Committee highlighted the importance of aquaculture for food security and nutrition, 
improved livelihoods, poverty alleviation, income generation, job creation and trade, 
particularly for small-scale producers. Furthermore the Committee noted that sustainable 
aquaculture has the potential to meet growing demand and to fill the gap in global fish supply, 
and noted the interest of many Members to develop aquaculture to meet their demands.  



5 
 

 
36. The Committee expressed support for the Blue Growth Initiative (BGI), as a strategy for 
the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture, and recognized the Common Vision 
for Food and Agriculture as a useful framework to support the sustainable growth of 
aquaculture.  
37. The Committee recognized the growing need for implementation of best practices in 
aquaculture, and recommended that FAO develop sustainable aquaculture guidelines to 
provide guidance to the sector.  
 
38. The Committee welcomed the draft report on The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture, and recommended its finalization by the Secretariat and 
wide distribution. The Committee thanked the COFI Advisory Working Group on Aquatic 
Genetic Resources and Technologies and the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Technical Working 
Group on Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture of the Commission on Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture for their work in developing the report.  
 
39. The Committee recommended that FAO develop a global information system, including 
a registry of species, to monitor and assess the status of aquatic genetic resources relevant to 
aquaculture. 
 
40. The Committee highlighted the important issues of biosecurity, aquatic animal health, 
and antimicrobial resistance. It recommended that FAO continue its work with the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), noting the development of the progressive management 
pathway towards better biosecurity in aquaculture, and the need to build the capacity of 
Members to better manage their biosecurity issues. 
 
41. The Committee stressed the importance of increasing attention to aquaculture production 
in inland areas, diversification of aquaculture, protection of aquatic biodiversity and native 
species, selective breeding, as well as extension services to support inclusive strengthening of 
value chains. It also highlighted the need to improve consumer perception of the aquaculture 
sector. 
 
42. The Committee noted the importance of knowledge-sharing among member countries, 
notably through regional networks and South-South Cooperation, and specifically 
recommended that FAO continue its work on aquaculture development in small island 
developing States (SIDS). In this regard, China offered to work with countries in the 
sustainable development of aquaculture.  
 
43. The Committee expressed its concern and noted that the role of certifications in national 
and international markets highlighted the need to strengthen the capacity of small-scale 
producers to attain certifications to secure and improve market access. It further noted that 
certifications should not create unnecessary TBTs. 
 
44. The Committee supported the request from the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia 
Pacific members to hold a global conference on aquaculture in 2020, and requested FAO to 
collaborate with preparations, building upon the successful experiences of similar conferences 
in 2000 and 2010. 
 
45. The Committee noted the importance of promoting aquaculture, particularly in Africa. It 
supported the transfer of the Aquaculture Network for Africa (ANAF) initiative to the African 
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Union Inter-African Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR) and requested FAO to continue 
to support the network. 
 
46. The Committee welcomed the kind invitation from the Government of Norway to host 
the Tenth session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture in 2019. 

 
FISHERIES AND OCEAN GOVERNANCE  

 
Combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
 
47. The Committee noted the initiatives that Members have undertaken to more effectively 
combat IUU fishing at national, regional and global levels. 
 
48. Members referred to the challenges they are facing in combatting IUU fishing and 
requested FAO to provide additional technical assistance to improve their performance as 
coastal, flag, market, processing and port States.  
 
49. The Committee expressed the need for greater cooperation and information sharing 
between Members, including through mechanisms established by RFMOs and other IGOs.  
 
50. The Committee welcomed the increasing number of Parties to PSMA, and encouraged 
further adherence to the Agreement. The Committee welcomed the second meeting of the 
parties to the PSMA, to be hosted by Chile in 2019.  
 
51. The Committee commended the ongoing work of FAO in supporting developing States 
in preparation for, or implementation of, the PSMA and complementary instruments and tools 
to combat IUU fishing. It encouraged further cooperation and coordination with States and 
other relevant IGOs engaged in complementary capacity development initiatives. 
 
52. The Committee welcomed the initial discussions of the Parties on information sharing 
mechanisms in support of the implementation of the PSMA and recommended that existing 
regional information exchange mechanisms be taken advantage of when developing a global 
system for information exchange under the PSMA to avoid duplication of effort.  
 
53. The Committee commended the launch of the public version of the Global Record of 
Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record), 
recognizing that it plays an important role in the fight against IUU fishing. The Committee 
noted that the Global Record supports the implementation of the PSMA and other international 
instruments, and national and regional initiatives, and encouraged Members to submit 
information to the Global Record and provide regular updates. The Committee recommended 
that the Global Record be further developed, in particular to allow for automatic uploading 
from other monitoring, control and surveillance systems. 
 
54. The Committee recognized the value of the Voluntary Guidelines for CDS as part of a 
comprehensive suite of measures necessary to combat IUU fishing, particularly with respect to 
improving traceability of fisheries products.  
 
55. The Committee expressed concern about transshipment activities which, when 
inadequately regulated, monitored and controlled, can contribute to IUU fishing. The 
Committee welcomed the global study on transshipment conducted by FAO, and called for in-
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depth studies to support the development of guidelines on best practices for regulating, 
monitoring and controlling transshipment.  
 
56. The Committee expressed support for the work of FAO in continuing to develop the 
technical guidelines for the estimation of the magnitude and geographic extent of IUU fishing, 
noting the value of these guidelines for the production of consistent and reliable estimates, 
determining national, regional, global trends, and measuring the impacts of IUU fishing.  
57. Considering that certain subsidies may contribute to overcapacity, overfishing and IUU 
fishing, the Committee called upon FAO to continue providing technical advice to the ongoing 
negotiations on fisheries subsidies at the WTO.  
 
58. Recognizing the links between IUU fishing, safety at sea and poor working conditions in 
parts of the fisheries sector, the Committee commended the ongoing cooperation between IMO, 
ILO, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and FAO on IUU fishing and related 
matters, and encouraged further joint initiatives. 
 
59. The Committee recalled the important role of Flag States in their actual control of their 
vessels in combatting IUU fishing. 
 
Small-scale and artisanal fisheries governance 
 
60. The Committee recalled the fundamental contribution of inland and marine SSF to food 
security and nutrition, livelihoods, trade and the 2030 Agenda.  

 
61. The Committee welcomed progress in implementing the SSF Guidelines, including 
mainstreaming in laws, policies and other initiatives, and encouraged continued work under 
the FAO SSF Umbrella Programme at global, regional and national levels.  
 
62. The Committee requested FAO to further develop an implementation monitoring system 
for the SSF Guidelines and to report on progress and provide its support to national, sub-
regional and regional initiatives, particularly through the national committees. 
 
63. The Committee underscored the active role SSF actors should play in decision-making. 
 
64. The Committee highlighted the need to recognize and address the special role of women 
and the vulnerability of indigenous and local communities and minorities in SSF.  
 
65. The Committee encouraged FAO to provide capacity development and technical support 
to SSF, including by addressing socio-economics, gender dimensions, and post-harvest and 
data collection challenges found in the sector.  
 
66. The Committee highlighted the importance of achieving SDG 14.b on providing access 
for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets, and encouraged FAO to 
equally support Members where this concerns inland fisheries resources. 
 
67. The Committee acknowledged the limited statistics available on SSF. It welcomed the 
efforts of FAO to assess inland and marine fisheries and encouraged further improvements in 
statistical collection systems to inform national policy and future editions of SOFIA, including 
the development of best practices for management of inland fisheries and a plan for 
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implementation of the 10 steps for responsible inland fisheries. The Committee also looked 
forward to the results of the Hidden Harvest 2 initiative in 2020.  
 
68. The Committee acknowledged the complexity of the SSF sector due to its wider 
livelihood functions, and role in social cohesion and cultural values. It noted that these need to 
be included in the analysis of SSF, together with traditional knowledge.  
 
69. The Committee welcomed the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture 
in 2022, encouraged cooperation and support for the celebrations, and requested FAO to 
develop a planning roadmap.  
70. The progress of the Global Strategic Framework in support of the implementation of the 
SSF Guidelines was noted as a mechanism for engagement with multiple actors.  
 
71. The Committee appreciated the Global Work Programme to Advance Knowledge on 
Rights based Approaches for Fisheries as a means to support the implementation of the SSF 
Guidelines and, more generally, to facilitate the formalization of appropriate access and 
resource rights in fisheries. It noted that these are key factors for food security and reduced 
conflicts in SSF. 
 
72. The Committee noted the preparations for the User Rights 2018 conference in Yeosu, the 
Republic of Korea. It further welcomed the proposed development of a repository to inform 
rights-based fisheries, and invited FAO to support capacity development for fair and equitable 
tenure systems.  
 
Global and regional ocean processes   
 
73. The Committee reaffirmed the role of COFI as the most important international forum 
for policy debate and the adoption of policy instruments in the fisheries and aquaculture sector 
and further commended the participation of FAO in the many international fora concerning the 
oceans, relevant to fisheries and aquaculture, and requested that FAO increase its involvement 
in these international fora.  
 
74. The Committee also recognized the limited capacity of some countries to participate in 
the increasing number of oceans fora.   
 
75. The Committee expressed concern about the depletion of Part VII of the Assistance Fund 
of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement and encouraged its replenishment, that may be 
facilitated by a revision of its terms of reference and conditions. 
 
76. The Committee appreciated the increased cooperation of FAO with relevant entities, 
notably UN-Oceans, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
CITES, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), UN Division for Ocean 
Affairs and the Law of the Sea, United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment), 
World Customs Organization, World Health Organization and WTO. 
 
77. The Committee appreciated the ongoing work to establish a new legally-binding 
agreement for the conservation of marine biodiversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction and 
recognized that the process should not undermine existing relevant legal instruments and 
frameworks and relevant global, regional and sectoral bodies.  
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78. The Committee also encouraged the increased contribution of FAO and other global, 
regional and sectoral bodies with an interest in fisheries, inter alia, RFMOs and other RFBs, 
to these negotiations, and encouraged Members to send representatives from their fisheries 
sectors. 
 
79. The Committee welcomed the support of FAO to the CBD towards achieving the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets and FAO participation in the post 2020 vision of CBD. It requested FAO 
to continue the work concerning area-based management tools and its cooperation with other 
organizations working on this matter. The Committee requested FAO to continue cooperation 
with CBD and UN Environment in facilitating formal coordination mechanisms between RFBs 
and the Regional Seas Programmes. 
80. The Committee welcomed the upcoming Our Ocean Conference in Bali, Indonesia,  
29–30 October 2018, and noted the importance of future Our Ocean’s conferences to continue 
monitoring the implementation of commitments made by its participants. 
 
81. The Committee expressed appreciation for the work of regional and sectoral bodies, 
including RFBs and RFMOs, as important mechanisms for the cooperation of States in fisheries 
management and conservation. Members were encouraged to consider the establishment of 
RFMOs for species and areas not yet covered, taking into account the sovereignty of coastal 
States on this issue. 
 
82. The Committee called for FAO to continue its cooperation with RFBs and RFMOs and 
commended FAO for the support provided to the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats Network 
(RSN), noting its important role in facilitating the coordination, exchange of experiences and 
lessons learned by RFBs. It recommended that FAO dedicate more resources to the work of 
the RSN.  
 
83. The Committee requested FAO to continue supporting the reorientation from advisory 
bodies to management bodies of the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic 
(CECAF) and the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC), facilitate the 
strengthening of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) and provide support for the 
establishment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden Aquaculture and Fisheries Organization.  
 
84. The Committee appreciated the work of FAO to develop capacity for increasing 
resilience of the fisheries sector to disasters and expressed appreciation for the disaster relief 
assistance provided to the fisheries sector in the Caribbean after the hurricanes in 2017.  
 
85. The Committee acknowledged the work of FAO and resource partners in promoting the 
Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries (EAF), the EAF Nansen Programme, the Common Oceans 
Programme and the Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction Programme. 
 

THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

86. The Committee emphasized the importance of Members achieving the SDGs, especially 
SDG 14. It highlighted the coherence of these goals with the policy goals of binding and non-
binding international instruments, regional bodies (including RFMOs) and national authorities. 
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87. Noting that SDG reporting was the responsibility of Members, the Committee 
acknowledged that FAO was the primary UN agency with responsibility for fisheries (marine 
and freshwater) and aquaculture and has the important role of assisting competent authorities 
in tracking their progress in achieving SDG 14 and the other goals of the 2030 Agenda. 
 
88. The Committee reiterated its support for strengthened cooperation between FAO and 
international, regional and national bodies, as well as the private sector, in strengthening the 
development and delivery of suitable indicators for monitoring progress towards achieving 
SDG and Aichi Biodiversity Targets relevant to fisheries. 
 
89. The Committee noted the lack of an internationally recognized methodology for lower 
tier indicators under the custodianship of FAO. It appreciated the technical work of FAO in 
progressing the development of appropriate methodologies to facilitate indicator reporting by 
Members.  
90. The Committee emphasized the need to ensure comparability and consistency of 
reporting indicators at global, regional and national levels, whilst minimizing the burden on 
Members. 
 
91. The Committee agreed that data and information submitted through the Code 
questionnaire could be used for reporting on SDG indicators and Aichi Biodiversity Targets in 
aggregate and, where permission is explicitly granted by Members, for reporting on their 
national progress, subject to adequate consultation and validation of inputs by Members, as 
stated in paragraph 19 of this report. 
 
92. The Committee highlighted that reporting on these indicators by Members using new 
methodologies required institutional and human capacity development and resource 
mobilization, in order for them to achieve independent data collection, monitor and report on 
SDGs and related international instruments. 
 
93. The Committee requested FAO to continue to assist Members in strengthening statistical 
capacity and delivery of their data and information, especially in data-poor situations. It further 
requested support to provide tools and publishing guidelines to assist in this activity. 
 
94. The Committee recognized the synergies between the SDGs and the Blue Economy, with 
the need for broad cooperation on developing new economic platforms and processes (e.g. Blue 
Forum, Blue Ports, Blue Fashion) in a sustainable way. 
 
95. The Committee welcomed the upcoming High Level Conference on sustainable blue 
economy, co-hosted by Canada and Kenya in Nairobi, Kenya, 26-28 November 2018. 
 
96. The Committee expressed the need for FAO to increase communication for clarifying 
and enhancing awareness of multi-sectoral approaches for Blue Growth and delivery of the 
2030 Agenda and better elaborate its plans for the BGI. 
 
97. The Committee further requested FAO to review potential opportunities of Blue Growth 
and Blue Economy initiatives and present this to the 17th session of the COFI Sub-Committee 
on Fish Trade in 2019. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND OTHER ENVIRONMENT RELATED MATTERS 

98. The Committee commended the work of FAO in the area of climate change in fisheries 
and aquaculture, and its engagement with the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, also noting the recent inclusion of climate change in a range of international 
instruments and initiatives. 
 
99. The Committee commended the comprehensive review of FAO on the impacts of climate 
change in fisheries and aquaculture and adaptation options, noting that it will be an essential 
support to Members for the strengthening of their Nationally Determined Contributions and 
National Adaptation Plans. 
 
100. The Committee emphasized the vulnerability of fisheries and aquaculture communities 
to climate change and extreme events, and expressed particular concern for the impacts on SSF 
and SIDS in this regard.  
 
101. The Committee stressed that effective responses to climate change require effective 
fisheries management in line with the 2030 Agenda. It requested the development of guidelines 
on climate change adaptation and mitigation in fisheries and aquaculture, and welcomed the 
offer from Canada to host an expert workshop on fisheries management in the context of 
climate change. 
 
102. The Committee commended the work of FAO on biodiversity mainstreaming and 
requested FAO to prepare and operationalize a fisheries and aquaculture biodiversity plan as 
part of its Biodiversity Strategy and contribution to the CBD Post-2020 Biodiversity 
Framework, building on its Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform. It also noted the need to see 
a greater engagement of FAO in international fora focused on the environment where fisheries-
related issues are discussed. 
 
103. The Committee noted that FAO, CITES, IUCN and other relevant international bodies 
use a range of criteria to characterize the state of commercially-exploited aquatic resources and 
requested FAO to continue cooperating with those other international bodies, to harmonize the 
criteria used to characterize commercially-exploited aquatic resources to the extent possible. It 
suggested that FAO could explore the possibility of cooperation with these organizations to 
monitor the conservation status of these species.  
 
104. The Committee commended the work of FAO in relation to abandoned, lost or otherwise 
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG). It encouraged FAO to conduct further work on quantifying 
the impacts of ALDFG and developing and documenting best practices for addressing ALDFG, 
including the recovery and recycling of gear, the use of biodegradable gear to minimize its 
contribution to marine plastic pollution, as well as the reduction of ghost fishing. 
 
105. The Committee welcomed the recommendations of the Technical Consultation on the 
Marking of Fishing Gear, and endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing 
Gear. It supported the development of a comprehensive global strategy to tackle issues relating 
to ALDFG and to support implementation of the Guidelines, and encouraged the involvement 
of small-scale and artisanal fisheries and relevant RFMOs, regional fisheries management 
arrangements and other relevant international bodies. 
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106. The Committee welcomed the work of FAO on bycatch, including work on marine 
mammal bycatch and the recommendations of the Expert Workshop on Means and Methods 
for Reducing Marine Mammal Mortality in Fishing and Aquaculture Operations. The 
Committee encouraged FAO to continue its work, engaging with Members, relevant experts 
and organizations, such as the International Whaling Commission and the North Atlantic 
Marine Mammal Commission, in the development of best practices in the form of technical 
guidelines. This would require further consultations among Members.  
 
107. The Committee expressed concern about the effects of pollution, including microplastics, 
from gold mining and other sources, on aquatic resources, and encouraged FAO to continue 
collecting information on its impacts on aquaculture and fishery resources, and implications 
for food safety, both in marine and freshwater systems, including the work of the EAF-Nansen 
Programme.  
 
108. The Committee noted with concern, the issue of underwater anthropogenic noise and 
encouraged FAO to consider to conduct a review of its impact on marine resources, and its 
socioeconomic consequences. 
 
 
FAO'S PROGRAMME OF WORK IN FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE UNDER 
THE FAO STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
 
109. The Committee considered FAO’s programme of work in fisheries and aquaculture under 
the FAO Strategic Framework and appreciated the results achieved in 2016–2017. It agreed 
that these have contributed to the FAO Strategic Objectives, which remained relevant as a guide 
to FAO work in this sector. 
 
110. The Committee reiterated its support for the BGI, and confirmed its validity as the 
framework for achieving tangible outcomes for the work of FAO in fisheries and aquaculture. 
In this respect, FAO was encouraged to integrate existing regional activities on Blue Growth 
into its programme of work, as well as to support the development of new regional initiatives. 
 
111. The Committee welcomed the engagement of FAO in BGIs and noted its expanding work 
in oceans. It emphasized the need to maintain the priority of traditional work in support of 
sustainable global fisheries and aquaculture management. 
 
112. The Committee endorsed the priority areas of work for 2018–2019 noting the importance 
of the work of FAO in support of achieving the SDGs, especially SDG 14. 
 
113. The Committee requested the FAO Secretariat to take into account climate-related and 
other global and/or sector-specific developments and trends, as well as the recommendations 
of the FAO Regional Conferences concerning fisheries and aquaculture, in the implementation 
of its Programme of Work and Budget.  
 
114. The Committee recommended that the FAO Programme of Work 2018-2019 should pay 
particular attention to the negative impact of climate change and natural disasters on SIDS in 
order to improve fisheries and aquaculture in line with SDG 14 and the 2030 Sustainable 
Agenda. 
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115. The Committee encouraged FAO to continue to collaborate with other international 
organizations, RFBs and RFMOs, to advocate the positive contribution of fisheries and 
aquaculture to sustainable development, and avoid the duplication of effort. 
  
116. The Committee emphasized the value of the technical competence of FAO on fisheries 
and aquaculture and stressed the importance of maintaining and further strengthening that 
capacity. 
 
117. The Committee reiterated the importance of the core function of FAO in collecting, 
analysing and disseminating statistics on fisheries and aquaculture, including gender 
disaggregated data when possible, to inform the policies and plans of Members towards the 
attainment of the SDGs.  
 
118. Members requested FAO to maintain a strong presence and visibility at field-level with 
concrete activities supporting compliance with international agreements and translation of 
technical guidelines into national and regional policies and plans, in addition to its normative 
work to set standards and advocate policies and practices for sustainable fisheries and 
aquaculture development. 
 
119. The Committee urged FAO to promote best practices through South-South and triangular 
cooperation in the fisheries sector in order to enhance food security and nutrition. 
120. The Committee encouraged further cooperation between FAO, the NEPAD agency, AU-
IBAR, the African Regional Fisheries Bodies and National Fisheries Institutions to support 
implementation of the 2018-2019 FAO Programme of Work as well as implementation of 
regional frameworks and reform strategies in the field of fisheries and aquaculture. 
 
MULTI-YEAR PROGRAMME OF WORK (MYPOW) OF THE COMMITTEE  
 
121. The Committee approved the progress report of the MYPOW 2016–2019. 
 
122. The Committee requested the insertion of, and strongly urged adherence to the following 
indicator, “All COFI documents, including SOFIA, are to be made available in all FAO 
languages at least four weeks before the session commences”, in paragraph 17 of the draft 
MYPOW 2018–2021 as attached in Appendix F. 
 
123. The Committee requested the Secretariat to explore the possibility of integrating a 
roadmap, covering a period of at least three COFI sessions, in future MYPOWs. 
 
ELECTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSONS OF THE 
THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION OF COFI 
 
124. The Committee elected Mr Sidi Mouctar Dicko (Guinea) as Chairperson and Mr Shingo 
Ota (Japan) as First Vice-Chairperson. Canada, Chile, Iceland, Jordan and New Zealand were 
elected as Vice-Chairpersons. 
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OTHER MATTERS 

Developments in fora of importance for the mandate of COFI: for information 

125. The Committee noted the information provided on developments in fora of importance 
for the mandate of COFI. 

Any other matters 

126. The Committee welcomed the report from the Republic of Korea on the progress of the 
pilot programme for the World Fisheries University. It noted that a number of Members 
expressed their strong support for the initiative and called for continued cooperation between 
FAO and the Republic of Korea to make progress on a joint agreement, as part of the agreed 
step-by-step approach.  
 
127. The Committee also noted that the Republic of Korea was working closely with FAO 
with the aim to finalize and sign a host country agreement for a partnership and liaison office 
in the Republic of Korea, which would allow the signing of an MoU between FAO and the 
Republic of Korea for the Pilot Partnership Programme for the World Fisheries University, and 
requested to be kept informed of the next steps and their implications.  
 
128. The Committee requested the Secretariat, in close cooperation with the Bureau, and 
mindful of the rules of procedure for establishing subsidiary bodies, to develop a proposal for 
the possible establishment of a new sub-committee on fisheries management, to be submitted 
for the consideration of Members at the next session of COFI. The Committee underlined that 
the proposal should elaborate on all relevant aspects, including financial and administrative 
implications and terms of reference for such a sub-committee, including identifying ways to 
achieve efficiencies and avoid duplication with other COFI sub-committees. The Committee 
noted that such a sub-committee could include a standing agenda item on sustainable SSF. The 
document should be available at least six months prior to the Thirty-fourth Session of COFI. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION 
 
129. The Committee agreed that the Thirty-fourth Session of COFI will be held in Rome in 
the third quarter of 2020. The exact date would be determined by the Director-General in 
consultation with the COFI Bureau, for presentation to the next FAO Council in  
December 2018 and the Forty-first FAO Conference in 2019. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
130. The report of the Thirty-third Session of COFI was adopted, after incorporating all 
changes agreed upon by consensus on 13 July 2018. 
  



15 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Opening of the Session 

2. Adoption of the Agenda and arrangements for the Session 

3. Designation of the Drafting Committee 

4. State of world fisheries and aquaculture  

5. Progress in the implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible 
Fisheries (the Code) and related instruments  

6. Decisions and recommendations of the Sixteenth Session of the COFI Sub-
Committee on Fish Trade, Busan, the Republic of Korea, 4-8 September 2017  

7. Decisions and recommendations of the Ninth Session of the COFI Sub-
Committee on Aquaculture, Rome, 24-27 October 2017  

8. Fisheries and ocean governance 

 8.1 Combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing  

 8.2 Small-scale and artisanal fisheries governance 

 8.3 Global and regional ocean processes 

9. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

10. Climate change and other environment related matters 

11. FAO's Programme of Work in fisheries and aquaculture under the FAO 
Strategic Framework  

12. Multi-year Programme of Work (MYPOW) of the Committee  

13. Election of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the Thirty-fourth Session 
of COFI 

14. Other matters 

 14.1 Developments in fora of importance for the mandate of COFI: for  
                        information 

 14.2 Any other matters 

15. Date and place of the next Session 

16. Adoption of the report 



16 
 

APPENDIX B 
List of delegates and observers 

 
 

MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE/MEMBRES 
DU COMITÉ/MIEMBROS 
DEL COMITÉ1 
 
AFGHANISTAN/ 
AFGANISTÁN 
 
Abdul Razak AYAZI 
Agricultural Attaché 
Alternate Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Mohammad Jawad RANJBAR 
Second Secretary 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
ALGERIA/ALGÉRIE/ 
ARGELIA 
 
Abdelhamid SENOUCI  
  BEREKSI 
Ambassadeur  
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République  
  algérienne démocratique et 
  populaire 
Rome, Italie 
 
Imed SELATNIA 
Suppléant 
Ambassade de la République  
  algérienne démocratique et 
  populaire 
Rome, Italie 
 
Abdennour GOUGAM 
Suppléant 
Ambassade de la République  
  algérienne démocratique et  
  populaire 
Rome, Italie 

                                                 
1 Based on the membership of COFI at the time of the session. The current membership is available: 
www.fao.org/unfao/govbodies/gsbhome/committee-fi/en/ 

Rafik MOUALEK 
Directeur d’études 
Direction générale de la pêche  
  et de l’aquaculture 
Ministère de l’agriculture, du  
  développement rural et de la  
  pêche 
Alger 
 
ANGOLA 
 
Victoria DE BARROS NETO 
Ministre des pêches de la  
  République de l'Angola 
Ministère de la pêche et mer 
Luanda 
 
António José DA SILVA 
Directeur national de 
  l’aquaculture 
Luanda 
 
Soares Venancio GOMES 
Directeur des relations  
  internationales 
Ministère de la pêche et mer 
Luanda 
 
Filomena VAZ VELHO 
National Fishery and Marine  
  Research Institute 
Luanda 
 
Carlos AMARAL 
Ministre Conseiller 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint de l'Angola auprès de 
  la FAO 
Représentation Permanente de  
  la République d'Angola 
  auprès de la FAO, PAM et  
  FIDA 
Rome, Italie 
 
Pedro LEITÃO NUNES 
Assistant de l'Ambassade de  
  l'Angola en Italie 
Représentation permanente de 
  la République d'Angola 
  auprès de la FAO, PAM et 
  FIDA 
Rome, Italie 

Angelo RAFAEL 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent 
  suppléant auprès de la FAO 
Représentation permanente de  
  la République d'Angola 
  auprès de la FAO, PAM et 
  FIDA 
Rome, Italie 
 
Maria SARDINHA 
Directrice nationale 
Ministère de la pêche et mer 
Luanda 
 
Klaus SEBASTIÃO 
Attaché de Protocole de  
  l'Ambassade de l'Angola en  
  Italie 
Représentation permanente de  
  la République d'Angola 
  auprès de la FAO, PAM et 
  FIDA 
Rome, Italie 
 
Florêncio Mariano DA  
  CONCEIÇÃO E ALMEIDA 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO 
Représentation permanente de 
  la République d'Angola 
  auprès de la FAO, PAM et 
  FIDA 
Rome, Italie 
 
Antonio VITORINO 
SAMPAO 
 
ARGENTINA/ARGENTINE 
 
María Cristina BOLDORINI  
Embajadora 
Representante Permanente ante  
  la FAO 
Representación Permanente de 
  la República Argentina ante la 
  FAO/FIDA/PMA 
Roma, Italia 
 
 
 
 



17 
 

Mauricio REMES 
Subsecretaría de Pesca y  
  Acuicultura 
Ministerio de Agroindustria 
Buenos Aires 
 
Reina SOTILLO DE  
  GALGANO 
Ministro Plenipotenciario 
Representante ante el Consejo  
  Federal Pesquero 
Dirección de Asuntos 
  Económicos Multilaterales 
Ministerio de Relaciones 
  Exteriores y Culto 
Buenos Aires 
 
Nazareno Cruz MONTANI  
  CAZABAT 
Secretario 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de  
  la República Argentina ante la 
  FAO/FIDA/PMA 
Roma, Italia 
 
AUSTRALIA/AUSTRALIE 
 
Cathrine STEPHENSON 
Minister Counsellor 
Deputy Permanent 
Representative to  
  FAO 
Embassy of Australia 
Rome, Italy 
 
Rosemary NAVARRETE 
Agricultural Adviser 
Permanent Representation of  
  Australia to FAO 
Embassy of Australia 
Rome, Italy 
 
AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE 
 
Guenter WALKNER 
Minister Plenipotentiary  
Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Austria to  
  FAO 
Embassy of Austria 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa DELLA PIETRA 
Senior Expert 
Directorate EU Coordination  
  Environment 
Federal Ministry of  
  Sustainability and Tourism 
Vienna 
 
Johanna LOHNECKER 
Administrative Assistant  
Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Austria to 
  FAO and WFP 
Rome, Italy 
 
Igor LUKIC 
Assistant 
Permanent Representation of  
  the Republic of Austria to 
FAO  
  and WFP 
Rome, Italy 
 
Amaia ZABALA ALDUNATE 
Administrator 
Council of the European Union 
General Secretariat 
Directorate Fisheries, Food and  
  Health 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
AZERBAIJAN/ 
AZERBAÏDJAN/ 
AZERBAIYÁN 
 
Zaur GADIMALIYEV 
First Secretary 
Embassy of the Republic of 
  Azerbaijan 
Rome, Italy 
 
BANGLADESH 
 
Manash MITRA 
Economic Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the People's  
  Republic of Bangladesh 
Rome, Italy 
 
Rajib TRIPURA 
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the People's 
  Republic of Bangladesh 
Rome, Italy 
 

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE/ 
BÉLGICA 
 
Patrick SORGELOOS 
Vice-Chair of the Intersession  
  COFI Bureau on the Sub- 
  Committee Aquaculture  
  (for the Kingdom of Belgium) 
Brussels 
 
Virginie KNECHT 
Attachée 
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO  
Ambassade de Belgique 
Rome, Italie 
 
Diego CADELLI 
Attaché 
Représentation permanente 
auprès  
  de la FAO  
Ambassade de Belgique 
Rome, Italie 
 
Frank CARRUET 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant permanent auprès 
 de la FAO 
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO  
Ambassade de Belgique 
Rome, Italie 
 
BOLIVIA 
(PLURINATIONAL STATE 
OF)/BOLIVIE (ÉTAT 
PLURINATIONAL DE)/ 
BOLIVIA (ESTADO 
PLURINACIONAL DE) 
 
Carlos APARICIO VEDIA  
Embajador 
Representante Permanente ante  
  la FAO 
Embajada del Estado 
  Plurinacional de Bolivia 
Roma, Italia 
 
Maria Eugenia GAZAUI 
Asistente del Jefe de Misión 
Representación Permanente de 
  Bolivia ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Roxana W. OLLER CATOIRA 
Segundo Secretario 
Representación Permanente  
  ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 



18 
 

BRAZIL/BRÉSIL/BRASIL 
 
Dayvson FRANKLIN DE 
SOUZA 
Secretary of State  
Special Secretariat of  
  Aquaculture and Fisheries of 
  Brazil (SEAP) 
Brasilia 
 
Francisco Osvaldo ALVES 
  BARBOSA 
International Advisor 
SEAP 
Brasilia 
 
Lucianara ANDRADE 
FONSECA 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Delegation of  
  Brazil to FAO and related 
  International Organizations 
Rome, Italy 
 
José Airton CIRILO 
Congressman 
Chamber of Deputies Brazil 
Brasilia 
 
Diego FERNANDES ALFIERI 
Third Secretary 
Division of Agriculture and  
  Commodities 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Brasilia 
 
Fábio HISSA VIEIRA HAZIN 
Specialist  
Federal Rural University of  
  Pernambuco 
Brazil 
 
Diogenes LEMAINSKI 
Technical Advisor  
SEAP 
Brasilia 
 
BURKINA FASO 
 
Sommanogo KOUTOU 
Ministre des ressources  
  animales et halieutiques 
Ministère des ressources  
  animales et halieutiques 
Ouagadougou 
 
 
 
 

Henri ZERBO 
Directeur général des  
  ressources halieutiques 
Ministère des ressources  
  animales et halieutiques 
Ouagadougou 
 
Alice Gisèle SIDIBE-ANAGO 
Conseillère 
Représentante permanente  
  adjointe auprès de la FAO 
Représentation permanente du  
  Burkina Faso auprès de la 
  FAO 
Rome, Italie 
 
CABO VERDE 
 
Carlos EVORA ROCHA 
Directeur national de  
  l’économie maritime 
Praia 
 
Elsa BARBOSA SIMÕES 
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République 
  de Cabo Verde 
Rome, Italie 
 
CAMBODIA/CAMBODGE/ 
CAMBOYA 
 
Cheasan ENG 
Delegate of the Royal 
Government 
Fisheries Administration 
Ministry of Agriculture,  
  Forestry and Fisheries 
Phnom Penh 
 
Roitana BUOY 
Deputy Director-General 
Fisheries Administration 
Ministry of Agriculture,  
  Forestry and Fisheries 
Phnom Penh 
 
CAMEROON/CAMEROUN/ 
CAMERÚN 
 
Moungui MEDI 
Deuxième Conseiller 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO 
Rome, Italie 
 
 

Emma BELAL 
Directeur des pêches, de  
  l'aquaculture et des industries 
  halieutiques 
Ministère de l'élevage, des  
  pêches et des industries 
  animales 
Yaoundé 
 
CANADA/CANADÁ 
 
Nadia BOUFFARD 
Director General 
External Relations 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Ottawa 
 
Maxwell Bernard KAPLAN 
Policy Advisor 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Ottawa 
 
Lise KAY 
Policy Analyst 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Ottawa 
 
Jennifer FELLOWS 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Canada  
Rome, Italy 
 
Mi NGUYEN 
Deputy Permanent 
Representative of  
  Canada to FAO 
Embassy of Canada  
Rome, Italy 
 
Carl James ALLEN 
President MFU-UPM  
Vice President of the Canadian  
  Independent Fish Harvesters 
  Federation 
New Brunswick 
 
Robert KEENAN 
Project Manager, Fish, Food,  
  and Allied Workers Union 
Toronto 
 
Paul LANSBERGEN 
President 
Fisheries Council of Canada 
Ottawa 
 
 
 



19 
 

John Andrew COUTURE 
Vice President for NS – CIFHF 
Canadian Independent Fish  
  Harvesters Federation 
New Brunswick 
 
Susanna FULLER 
Senior Program Manager 
Oceans North 
Ottawa 
 
Alexandra MCGREGOR 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Assembly of First Nations 
Ottawa 
 
Tony LONG 
Global Fishing Watch 
London, United Kingdom 
 
CHILE/CHILI 
 
Juan Jose COVARRUBIAS 
  ZABALA 
Jefe División de Desarrollo 
Pesquero 
Subsecretaria de Pesca y 
Acuicultura 
Valparaíso 
 
Tamara VILLANUEVA 
Primer Secretario 
Representante Alterno ante la 
FAO 
Embajada de la República de 
Chile 
Roma, Italia 
 
Alicia GALLARDO 
Directora 
Servicio Nacional de Pesca y 
  Acuicultura 
 
Otto MRUGALSKI 
Director de Intereses 
Marítimos  
  y Medio Ambiente 
Armada De Chile 
Santiago 
 
Salvador VEGA 
Dirección de Medio Ambiente  
  y Asuntos Oceánicos 
Ministerio de Relaciones  
  Exteriores 
Santiago 
 
 
 
 

Katherine BERNAL 
Unidad Asuntos 
Internacionales 
Subsecretaria de Pesca y  
  Acuicultura 
Santiago 
 
Margarita VIGNEAUX 
Asesora Asuntos Multilaterales 
Embajada de la República de  
  Chile 
Roma, Italia 
 
Héctor BACIGALUPO 
Representante 
Sociedad Nacional de Pesca 
 
Patricia Rios TAPIA 
Ministra Consejera  
Encargada de Negocios a.i. 
Representante Permanente ante  
  la FAO  
Embajada de la República de 
Chile 
Roma, Italia 
 
Rodrigo WAGHORN 
Segundo Secretario 
Representante Alterno ante la  
  FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
CHINA/CHINE 
 
Xinzhong LIU 
Deputy Director General 
Bureau of Fisheries and  
  Fisheries Law Enforcement 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Rural Affairs 
Beijing 
 
Jinhe DONG 
Deputy Director General 
Yangtze River Fisheries 
  Administration 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Rural Affairs 
Beijing 
 
Huihui SHEN 
Professor 
Shanghai Ocean University 
Shanghai 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haiwen SUN 
Division Director 
Bureau of Fisheries and 
  Fisheries Law Enforcement 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Rural Affairs 
Beijing 
 
Liyue TANG 
Attaché 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Yubo XU 
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Rujie ZHONG 
Third Secretary 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
COLOMBIA/COLOMBIE 
 
Monica FONSECA 
Ministro Consejero 
Embajada de la República de  
  Colombia 
Roma, Italia 
 
Maria Camila SIERRA 
Primer Secretario 
Embajada de la República de  
  Colombia 
Roma, Italia 
 
CONGO 
 
Marc MANKOUSSOU 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République 
  du Congo 
Rome, Italie 
 
 
 
 



20 
 

COOK ISLANDS/ÎLES 
COOK/ISLAS COOK 
 
Miriam Lea MACDONALD 
Assistant to the Delegation 
Ministry of Marine Resources 
Raratonga 
 
 
George MATUTU GEORGE 
Acting Secretary of Marine  
  Resources 
Raratonga 
 
Graham PATCHELL 
High Seas Scientific Advisor 
Ministry of Marine Resources 
Raratonga 
 
COSTA RICA 
 
Marco Vinicio VARGAS 
PEREIRA 
Embajador 
Representante Permanente ante 
  la FAO 
Representación Permanente  
  ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Pablo INNECKEN ZUNIGA 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de  
  Costa Rica ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Ceciliano LUIS FERNANDO 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente   
  ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
CÔTE D'IVOIRE 
 
Seydou CISSE 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO  
Représentation permanente  
  auprès de la FAO, FIDA et 
  PAM 
Rome, Italie 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kouamé KANGA 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Représentation permanente  
  auprès de la FAO, FIDA et 
  PAM 
Rome, Italie 
 
Wroly Danielle SEPE NEE  
  SERY 
Représentante permanente 
  suppléante auprès de la FAO 
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO, FIDA et 
  PAM 
Rome, Italie 
 
Eloi Victor KAMBOU 
Représentant permanent  
  suppléant auprès de la FAO  
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO, FIDA et 
  PAM 
Rome, Italie 
 
CUBA 
 
Raidel BORROTO  
  VEJERANO 
Director de Ciencia y 
  Regulaciones Pesqueras 
Ministerio de la Industria 
  Alimentaria 
La Habana 
 
Gloria ALMANDOZ SUAREZ 
Especialista de Relaciones 
  Internacionales 
Ministerio de la Industria  
  Alimentaria 
La Habana 
 
Rebeca CUTIE CANCINO 
Consejera 
Representante Adjunta ante la  
  FAO 
Embajada de la República de  
  Cuba 
Roma, Italia 
 
CYPRUS/CHYPRE/ 
CHIPRE 
 
George POULIDES 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to  
  the UN Agencies 
 
 
 

Spyridon ELLINAS 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to the UN 
  Agencies 
Agricultural Attaché 
Rome 
 
CZECHIA/TCHÉQUIE/ 
CHEQUIA 
 
Daniela RUZKOVA 
Expert 
Ministry of Agriculture  
Prague 
 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA/ 
RÉPUBLIQUE 
POPULAIRE 
DÉMOCRATIQUE DE 
CORÉE/REPÚBLICA 
POPULAR 
DEMOCRÁTICA DE 
COREA 
 
Chon Gil KIM 
Member of delegation 
 
Song Chol RIM 
Counsellor 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Democratic 
  People's Republic of Korea 
Rome, Italy 
 
DENMARK/DANEMARK/ 
DINAMARCA 
 
Lars Bjarne Fammé  
  POULSEN 
Special Consultant 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Copenhagen 
 
Charlotte Raae TEODONIO 
Attaché 
Embassy of the Kingdom of  
  Denmark to Italy 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



21 
 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC/ 
RÉPUBLIQUE 
DOMINICAINE/ 
REPÚBLICA 
DOMINICANA 
 
Mario Arvelo CAAMANO  
Embajador ante la FAO  
Representación Permanente  
  ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Julia Antonia VICIOSO 
VARELAS 
Ministra Consejera 
Representante Alterna ante la  
  FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Diana INFANTE QUINONES 
Consejera 
Representante Alterna ante la  
  FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Liudmila KUZMICHEVA 
Consejera 
Representante Alterna ante la  
  FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Maria Cristina LAUREANO 
  PEÑA 
Primera Consejera 
Representante Alterna ante la  
  FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
ECUADOR/ÉQUATEUR 
 
Don Edison Paul VALLEJO 
  MADRID 
Segundo Secretario 
Representante Permanente 
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del  
  Ecuador 
Roma, Italia 
 
Maria Gabriela SANTIAGO  
  ZAMBRANO 
 
Luigi BENINCASA 
Director Ejecutivo 
Asociación de Atuneros  
Manta 
 
 
 

Mónica MALDONADO  
  SABANDO 
Camara de Industriales y 
  Procesadores Atuneros 
Manta 
 
EGYPT/ÉGYPTE/EGIPTO 
 
Ahmed SHALABY 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative  to UN 
  Agencies based in Rome 
Rome, Italy 
 
EL SALVADOR 
 
Carlos Alfredo ANGULO 
  OLIVARES 
 
Elisa Maricela FLORES DIAZ 
 
Mario GHIOLDI 
Pasante 
Representación Permanente  
  ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
Gustavo Antonio PORTILLO 
  PORTILLO 
Director General 
Dirección general de desarrollo  
  de la pesca y acuicultura 
La Libertad 
 
Maria Abelina TORRES DE 
  MEILLIEZ 
Ministra Consejera 
Representante Permanente  
  Adjunto ante la FAO 
Roma, Italia 
 
EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA/GUINÉE 
ÉQUATORIALE/GUINEA 
ECUATORIAL 
 
Cecilia Obono NDONG  
  NCHAMA  
Embajadora  
Representante Permanente ante 
  la FAO  
Embajada de la República de  
  Guinea Ecuatorial 
Roma, Italia 
 
 
 
 
 

Mateo Nsogo NGUERE  
  MICUE 
Consejero 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de  
  Guinea Ecuatorial 
Roma, Italia 
 
José Teófilo ESONO 
ASANGONO 
Consejero 
Representante Permanente  
  Adjunto ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de  
  Guinea Ecuatorial 
Roma, Italia 
 
ERITREA/ÉRYTHRÉE 
 
Asmerom Kidane 
  TECLEGHIORGHIS 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent to FAO  
Embassy of Eritrea 
Rome, Italy 
 
ESTONIA/ESTONIE 
 
Siim TIIDEMANN 
Deputy Secretary General for  
  Fisheries Policy and Foreign 
  Affairs 
Ministry of Rural Affairs  
Tallinn 
 
Eduard KOITMAA 
Chief Specialist of the Market  
  Regulation and Trade 
Bureau of the Fisheries  
  Economics Department 
Ministry of Rural Affairs  
Tallinn 
 
ETHIOPIA/ÉTHIOPIE/ 
ETIOPÍA 
 
Tarekegn Tsegie HAILE 
Minister Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO  
Embassy of the Federal  
  Democratic Republic of  
  Ethiopia 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 



22 
 

Mitiku Tesso JEBESSA 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Federal 
  Democratic Republic of 
  Ethiopia 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
EUROPEAN UNION 
(MEMBER 
ORGANIZATION)/UNION 
EUROPÉENNE 
(ORGANISATION 
MEMBRE)/UNIÓN 
EUROPEA 
(ORGANIZACIÓN 
MIEMBRO) 
 
Andreas 
PAPACONSTANTINOU 
Head of Unit 
Ocean Governance, Law of the  
  Sea and Arctic Policy 
DG MARE B.1 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Roberto CESARI 
Head of Unit  
IUU Matters 
DG MARE B.4 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Stefaan DEPYPERE 
Chair of the Kobe Process on  
  behalf of the EU 
Directorate General for 
  Fisheries 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Kristofer DU RIETZ 
Adviser 
International Affairs 
 
Gonzalo HERRERA  
  DOMINGUEZ 
Policy Officer 
Implementation of the IUU 
  Regulation 
DG MARE B.4 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
 
 
 
 

Alessandra LAMOTTE 
Policy Assistant 
International Relations 
DG MARE B.1 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Olalla LOPEZ ALVAREZ 
Policy Officer 
Implementation of the IUU  
  Regulation 
DG MARE B.4 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Angela MARTINI 
International Relations Officer 
Regional Fisheries  
  Management Organizations 
DG MARE B.2 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Willem OLTHOF 
First Counsellor 
Delegation of the European  
  Union to the Holy See, Order 
  of Malta, UN Agencies in 
  Rome and to the Republic of 
  San Marino 
Rome, Italy 
 
Ernesto PENAS LADO 
Principal advisor 
Fisheries policy 
DG MARE 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Isabelle PERRET 
Control Expert – IUU-related  
  matters 
DG MARE B.4 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Adelaida REY ANEIROS 
Policy Officer 
IUU Matters 
DG MARE B.1 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Alexandre RODRÍGUEZ 
Executive Secretary of EU  
  Long Distance Advisory 
  Council  
Madrid, Spain 
 
 

Mathieu SERNA 
Fisheries Inspector and  
  Technical Advisor 
IUU-related matters 
DG MARE B.4 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Jan TOMBINSKI 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to 
  FAO 
Delegation of the European 
  Union to the Holy See, Order 
  of Malta, UN Agencies in 
  Rome and to the Republic of 
  San Marino 
Rome, Italy 
 
Veronika VEITS 
Director 
Fisheries Policy Mediterranean  
  and Black Sea 
DG MARE D 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Maria Sofia VILLANUEVA 
Policy Officer 
DG MARE B.1 
European Commission 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Victoria ZICOS 
Attachée 
International Relations,  
  Information and 
  Communication Operations 
Delegation of the European  
  Union to the Holy See, Order 
  of Malta, UN Agencies in 
  Rome and to the Republic of 
  San Marino 
Rome, Italy 
 
FIJI/FIDJI 
 
Taniela Bainokonoko GAVIDI 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of the Republic of  
  Fiji 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Netani T. Vora TAVAGA 
Tuna Project Coordinator 
ABNJ 
Fiji, Suva 
 
 
 



23 
 

FINLAND/FINLANDE/ 
FINLANDIA 
 
Aulikki HULMI 
Agricultural Counsellor 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Finland 
Rome, Italy 
 
FRANCE/FRANCIA 
 
Delphine BORIONE 
Ambassadrice 
Représentante permanente  
  auprès de la FAO  
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO 
Rome, Italie 
 
Delphine BABIN-PELLIARD 
Conseillère agricole et sécurité  
  alimentaire 
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO 
Rome, Italie 
 
Philippe DE LAMBERT DES 
  GRANGES 
Sous-Directeur ressources 
  halieutiques 
Ministère de l'agriculture et de  
  l'alimentation 
Paris 
 
Pierre VELGE 
Secrétariat général des affaires  
  européennes 
Adjoint au Chef de secteur 
FAO/Codex Alimentaire 
Paris 
 
GABON/GABÓN 
 
Clémence LOUPDY MATIGA 
Ministre de la pêche et de la  
  mer 
Ministère de la pêche et de la 
  mer 
Libreville 
 
Charles ESSONGHE 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant Permanent auprès 
  de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République  
  gabonaise 
Rome, Italie 
 
 

Félicité DJOUAH 
Conseiller d'Ambassade 
Représentation permanente  
  auprès de la FAO 
Rome, Italie 
 
Michelline SCHUMMER  
  GNANDJI 
Directeur Général des pêches 
  et de l'aquaculture 
Libreville 
 
GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE/ 
ALEMANIA 
 
Hinrich THÖLKEN 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Bruno HOFFSTADT 
Division 613 
Fisheries Structure and Market  
  Policy, Marine Protection 
Federal Ministry of Food and 
  Agriculture 
Bonn 
 
Reinhold HANEL 
Director 
Thünen Institute of Fisheries  
  Ecology 
Hamburg 
 
Melanie SEIBERT 
Unit 614 
Sea Fisheries Management and  
  Fisheries Control 
IWC 
 
Ellen FUNCH 
Food Security Fisheries  
Federal Ministry for Economic  
 Cooperation and Development 
 
Mark PREIN 
Head of Project 
Sustainable Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture 
German International 
Cooperation  
Eschborn 
 
 
 
 
 

Heiner THOFERN 
Minister 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Oliver MELLENTHIN 
Counsellor 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Gülsah BAYAR 
Intern 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
GHANA 
 
Francis Kingley ATO- 
  CODJOE 
Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Fisheries and  
  Aquaculture Development 
Accra 
 
Emmanuel MANTEY  
  MENSAH 
Commissioner 
Fisheries Commission 
Ministry of Fisheries and  
  Aquaculture Development 
Accra 
 
Michael ARTHUR-DADZIE 
Director 
Fisheries Commission 
Ministry of Fisheries and  
  Aquaculture Development 
Accra 
 
GREECE/GRÈCE/GRECIA 
 
Alexios Marios 
LYBEROPOULOS 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Greece 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 
 



24 
 

GUATEMALA 
 
Karla Gabriela SAMAYOA  
  RECARI 
Embajadora 
Representante Permanente ante 
  la FAO  
Embajada de la República de 
  Guatemala 
Roma, Italia 
 
Sylvia María Leticia  
  WOHLERS DE MEIE 
Ministro Consejero 
Representante Permanente 
  Adjunto ante la FAO  
Embajada de la República de  
  Guatemala 
Roma, Italy 
 
GUINEA/GUINÉE 
 
Mohamed Chérif DIALLO 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO  
Ambassade de la République 
  de Guinée 
Rome, Italie 
 
Mohamed Nassir CAMARA 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent  
  suppléant auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République  
  de Guinée 
Rome, Italie 
 
Abdoulaye TRAORE 
Conseiller économique 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République  
  de Guinée 
Rome, Italie 
 
Sidi Mouctar DICKO 
Vice-President du Comité des  
  pêches 
 
HAITI/HAÏTI/HAITÍ 
 
Emmanuel CHARLES 
Ministre Conseiller 
Chargè d'affaires a.i. 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO  
Ambassade de la République  
  d'Haïti 
Rome, Italie 

Viktoriia GALAKTIONOVA 
Stagiaire 
Représentation permanente de  
  auprès de la FAO 
Rome, Italie 
 
Morgane GAPAILLARD 
 
Jean Turgot Abel SENATUS 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO  
Ambassade de la République  
  d'Haïti 
Rome, Italie 
 
Yves THEODORE 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République 
  d'Haïti 
Rome, Italie 
 
HUNGARY/HONGRIE/ 
HUNGRÍA 
 
Péter LENGYEL 
Deputy Head of Department 
Department of Angling and 
  Fisheries Management 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Budapest 
 
Zoltan KALMAN 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Daniel KOMLOS 
Junior Environmental 
Protection Advisor 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Budapest 
 
Viktoria SCHUSTER 
Food Security Specialist 
Department of EU and FAO  
  Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Budapest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICELAND/ISLANDE/ 
ISLANDIA 
 
Stefan ASMUNDSSON 
Director General 
Department of International  
  Affairs 
Ministry of Industries and 
  Innovation 
Reykjavik 
 
Jón Erlingur JÓNASSON 
Director 
Natural Resources and  
  Environmental Affairs 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Reykjavik 
 
Brynhildur  
  BENEDIKTSDOTTIR 
Senior Expert 
Department of Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture 
Ministry of Industries and 
  Innovation 
Reykjavik 
 
Stefán Jón HAFSTEIN 
Minister Plenipotentiary  
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO, WFP and IFAD 
Rome, Italy 
 
INDIA/INDE 
 
Tarun SHRIDHAR 
Department of Animal  
  Husbandry, Dairing and  
  Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Farmers Welfare 
New Delhi 
 
B. PRADHAN 
Department of Animal  
  Husbandry, Dairing and 
  Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Farmers Welfare 
New Delhi 
 
Sanjeev KUMAR 
Permanent Representative 
Embassy of India 
Rome, Italy 
 
Vishwanatha T.S 
National Fisheries  
  Development Board 
Hyderabad 



25 
 

INDONESIA/INDONÉSIE 
 
Esti ANDAYANI 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Indonesia 
Rome, Italy 
 
Suseno SUKOYONO 
Senior Adviser to the Minister  
  on Civil Society and Inter-   
  Institutional Relationship 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and  
  Fisheries 
Jakarta 
 
Basilio Dias ARAUJO 
Assistant Deputy for Maritime 
  Security and Resilience, 
  Coordinating Ministry for  
  Maritime Affairs 
Jakarta 
 
Endroyono ENDROYONO 
Analyst at Directorate of  
  Fishing Vessels and Fishing 
  Gears 
 
J.S. George LANTU 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Minister 
Embassy of Indonesia 
Rome, Italy 
 
Fadilla OKTAVIANI 
Assistant to the Special Staff  
  on Law, Policy, Task Force 
  on Illegal Fishing 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
  Fisheries 
Jakarta 
 
Fayakun SATRIA 
Head of Marine Fisheries  
  Research Institute 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
  Fisheries 
Jakarta 
 
Gustaf Daud SIRAIT 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Indonesia 
Rome, Italy 
 
Yusral TAHIR 
Agriculture Attaché 
Embassy of Indonesia 
Rome, Italy 

Royhan Nevy WAHAB 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Indonesia 
Rome, Italy 
 
Raden Sjarief WIDJAJA 
Head of Agency for Marine 
  and Fisheries Research 
 
Desri YANTI 
Assistant Deputy Director for 
  the UN and International 
  Cooperation 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
  Fisheries 
Jakarta 
 
IRAN (ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC OF)/IRAN 
(RÉPUBLIQUE 
ISLAMIQUE D')/IRÁN 
(REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA 
DEL) 
 
Hassan SALEHI 
Deputy Minister and Head of  
  Iranian Fisheries Organization 
  (SHILAT) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Teheran 
 
Mohammad Hossein EMADI 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Shapour KAKOOLAKI 
Deputy Fishing and Fishing  
  Ports of Iran 
SHILAT  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Teheran 
 
Davood ABDOLLAHI 
Deputy Director General 
International Affairs 
SHILAT  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Teheran 
 
Shahin GHORASHIZADEH 
Alternate Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to 
FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 

ITALY/ITALIE/ITALIA 
 
Riccardo RIGILLO 
Director General for Maritime  
  Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food  
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Flavio ANTONELLI 
Intern 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome 
 
Davide BRADANINI 
First Secretary 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome 
 
Giulio CARDINI 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food  
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Cristiana CARLETTI 
University Roma Tre 
Rome 
 
Roberto CHERUBINI 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food 
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Mauro COLAROSSI 
Alternate 
Directorate General for  
  Maritime Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food 
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Ilaria FERRARO  
Technical Assistant 
Directorate General for 
  Maritime Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food 
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Vittorio GIOVANNONE 
Directorate General for  
  Maritime Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food 
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 



26 
 

Elisabetta LANZELLOTTO 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food 
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Massimo RAMPACCI 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food 
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Graziella ROMITO 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food  
  and Forestry 
Rome 
 
Massimo RUGGIERO 
Directorate General for 
  Maritime Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture 
Ministry of Agricultural, Food 
  and Forestry Policies 
Rome 
 
Pierfrancesco SACCO 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Rome 
 
JAPAN/JAPON/JAPÓN 
 
Hideki MORONUKI 
Senior Fisheries Negotiator 
International Affairs Division 
Fisheries Agency 
Ministry of Agriculture,  
  Forestry and Fisheries 
Tokyo 
 
Tomohiro AOKI 
Technical Official 
International Affairs Division 
Fisheries Agency 
Ministry of Agriculture,  
  Forestry and Fisheries 
Tokyo 
 
Hiroe ISHIHARA 
Assistant Professor 
Graduate School of  
  Agricultural and Life 
  Sciences 
University of Tokyo 
Tokyo 
 
 
 
 

Kaoru ISHII 
Project Researcher 
Graduate School of  
  Agricultural and Life 
  Sciences 
University of Tokyo 
Tokyo 
 
Toshikazu MIYAMOTO 
Director 
Global Guardian Trust 
Tokyo 
 
Naohito OKAZOE 
Assistant Director 
International Affairs Division 
Fisheries Agency 
Ministry of Agriculture,  
  Forestry and Fisheries 
Tokyo 
 
Kasumi SUTO 
Vice-Chief of the Secretariat 
Marine Eco-Label Japan 
Council 
Tokyo 
 
Minoru TAMURA 
Technical Manager 
Marine Eco-Label Japan 
Council 
Tokyo 
 
Takaaki UMEDA 
Alternate Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
First Secretary  
Embassy of Japan in Italy 
Rome, Italy 
 
Akiko YANAI 
Senior Research Fellow 
Institute of Developing  
  Economies 
JETRO 
Chiba 
 
JORDAN/JORDANIE/ 
JORDANIA 
 
Salah AL TARAWNEH 
Deputy Permanent 
Representative to 
  Rome based UN Agencies 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 

KENYA 
 
Harriet M. NDUMA 
Chargé d'Affaires a.i. 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Susan W. IMENDE 
Director General 
Kenya Fisheries Service 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Irrigation 
Nairobi 
 
June Rollex CHEPCHIRCHIR  
  RUTO 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Teresa TUMWET 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Beatrice NYANDAT 
Deputy Director of Fisheries 
Kenya Fisheries Service 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Irrigation 
Nairobi 
 
Lucy OBUNGU 
Director of Fisheries 
Kenya Fisheries Service 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Irrigation 
Nairobi 
 
Susan W. UNGADI 
Director General 
Kenya Fisheries Service 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Irrigation 
Nairobi 
 
KUWAIT/KOWEÏT 
 
Yousef JUHAIL 
Counsellor 
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO  
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 



27 
 

Salah AL BAZZAZ 
Technical Advisor 
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Manar AL SABAH 
Attaché 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to 
FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
LIBERIA/LIBÉRIA 
 
Emma Metieh GLASSCO 
Director-General  
National Fisheries and  
  Aquaculture Authority 
Monrovia 
 
Solomon Nybaayou  
  DARYOUE 
Director of Marine Fisheries 
  and Environment 
National Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture Authority 
Monrovia 
 
A Haruna Rashid KROMAH 
Second Secretary  
Chargé d'Affaires a.i. 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of  
  Liberia 
Rome, Italy 
 
Olivia TABI 
Intern 
Embassy of the Republic of  
  Liberia 
Rome, Italy 
 
Richmond Devine YOWO 
Administrative Assistant to the 
  Director General  
  Environment 
National Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture Authority 
Monrovia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITHUANIA/LITUANIE/ 
LITUANIA 
 
Ana SEDENKO 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries Department Lithuania 
 
Loreta MALCIENÈ 
Agricultural Attaché 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of  
  Lithuania 
Rome, Italy 
 
MADAGASCAR 
 
Suzelin R.  
  RAKOTOARISOLO 
Conseiller 
Chargé d'affaires a.i. 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République  
  de Madagascar 
Rome 
 
MALAYSIA/MALAISIE/ 
MALASIA 
 
Dato' Munir BIN HJ. MOHD  
  NAWI 
Director General of Fisheries 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Agro-based Industry 
Putrajaya 
 
Abdul R. ABDUL WAHAB 
 
Muhammad Suhail 
MUHAMMAD 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Malaysia 
Rome, Italy 
 
MALI/MALÍ 
 
Rokia KANE MAGUIRAGA 
Ministre de l'élevage et de la  
  pêche 
Ministère l'élevage et de la  
  pêche 
Bamako 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruno MAIGA 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République  
  du Mali 
Rome, Italie 
 
Madi Maténé KEITA 
Directeur national de la pêche 
  du Mali 
 
Halimatou KONE TRAORE 
Deuxième Conseiller 
Ambassade de la République  
  du Mali 
Rome, Italie 
 
Mamadou SOGODOGO 
Premier Conseiller 
Ambassade de la République  
  du Mali 
Rome, Italie 
 
MALTA/MALTE 
 
Randall CARUANA 
Director 
Department of Fisheries and 
  Aquaculture 
Marsa 
 
Ivan VASSALLO 
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of  
  Malta 
Rome 
 
MAURITANIA/ 
MAURITANIE 
 
Mohamed OULD BARHAM 
Directeur de coopération 
Ministère des pêches et de  
  l’économie maritime 
Nouakchott 
 
Hamed SIDI MOHAMED 
Ambassadeur  
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO 
Rome, Italie 
 
Mohamed Teyib DIYE 
Deuxième Conseiller 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Rome, Italie 



28 
 

MEXICO/MEXIQUE/ 
MÉXICO 
 
Mario AGUILAR SANCHEZ 
Titular de la Comisión  
  Nacional de Acuacultura y 
  Pesca 
Comisionado Nacional de  
  Acuacultura y Pesca 
Secretaria de Agricultura,  
  Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, 
  Pesca y Alimentación 
Mexico City 
 
Martha Elena BÁRCENA  
  COQUI 
Embajadora 
Representante Permanente ante 
  la FAO 
Misión Permanente ante las  
  Agencias de la Organización 
  de las Naciones Unidas con 
  sede en Roma 
Roma, Italia 
 
Benito Santiago JIMÉNEZ  
  SAUMA 
Primer Secretario 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Misión Permanente de México  
  ante las Agencias de la  
  Organización de las Naciones 
  Unidas 
Roma, Italia 
 
Maria de los Ángeles GÓMEZ 
  AGUILAR 
Segunda Secretaria 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterna ante la FAO 
Misión Permanente ante las 
  Agencias de la Organización 
  de las Naciones Unidas  
Roma, Italia 
 
Gunnar MEBIUS 
Misión Permanente ante las  
  Agencias de la Organización 
  de las Naciones Unidas 
Roma, Italia 
 
Rosalba Veronica ESQUIVEL 
  MEDINA 
CONAPESCA 
Mexico 
 
 
 
 

MOROCCO/MAROC/ 
MARRUECOS 
 
Hassan ABOUYOUB 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO 
Ambassade du Royaume du 
Maroc 
Rome, Italie 
 
Mustafa AMZOUGH 
Chef de Département 
Agence nationale du  
  développement de 
  l'aquaculture 
 
Zakaria EL KADDOURI 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade du Royaume du 
  Maroc 
Rome, Italie 
 
Nadir Chafai ELALAOUI 
Chef de la Division de  
  coordination et de suivi de la 
  lutte contre la pêche INN 
 
Fatima Zahra HASSOUNI 
Chef de Division de la  
  durabilité et de 
  l’aménagement des ressources 
  halieutiques 
 
Mohammed MALOULI 
IDRISSI 
Chef du Centre régional de  
  l'INRH 
Tanger 
 
Abdellah MOUSTATIR 
Chef de Division des structures  
  de la pêche 
 
Ikram NAJIB 
Ministre Plénipotentiaire 
Représentante permanente  
  adjointe auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade du Royaume du 
  Maroc 
Rome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOZAMBIQUE 
 
Inácio Tomás MUZIME 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO  
Embassy of the Republic of 
  Mozambique 
Rome, Italy 
 
NAMIBIA/NAMIBIE 
 
Graca BAULETH 
  D’ALMEIDA 
Director Resource 
  Management 
Ministry of Fisheries and 
  Marine Resources 
Windhoek 
 
Moses MAURINGHIRE  
Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Fisheries and 
  Marine Resources 
Windhoek 
 
Mc Nab ZASKIA 
First Secretary 
Embassy and Permanent 
Mission  
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
NETHERLANDS/PAYS-
BAS/PAÍSES BAJOS 
 
Hans HOOGEVEEN 
Ambassador and Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation  
  to FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Dirkjan VAN DER STELT 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Fisheries Unit 
Directorate-General for Agro- 
  Animal Supply Chain and 
  Animal Welfare Department 
The Hague 
 
Sarah ZERNITZ 
Intern 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 
 



29 
 

NEW ZEALAND/ 
NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE/ 
NUEVA ZELANDIA 
 
Anna FALLOON 
Acting Manager 
International Fisheries  
  Management 
Ministry for Primary Industries 
Wellington 
 
Donald Geoffrey SYME 
Counsellor 
Embassy of New Zealand 
Rome, Italy 
 
Alastair MACFARLANE 
Senior International Advisor 
International Fisheries 
  Management 
Ministry for Primary Industries 
Wellington 
 
NICARAGUA 
 
Mónica ROBELO RAFFONE 
Embajadora ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de 
  Nicaragua 
Roma, Italia 
 
Junior Andrés ESCOBAR 
  FONSECA 
Agregado 
Embajadora ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de 
  Nicaragua 
Roma, Italia 
 
NIGERIA/NIGÉRIA 
 
Yaya Adisa Olaitan 
  OLANIRAN 
Minister 
Permanent Representative to 
  FAO 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Rome 
 
NORWAY/NORVÈGE/ 
NORUEGA 
 
Ann Kristin WESTBERG 
Deputy Director General 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and  
  Fisheries 
Oslo 
 
Gunnstein BAKKE 

Gunnvor BERGE 
Senior Adviser 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign  
  Affairs 
Oslo 
 
Kristoffer Krohg 
  BJORKLUND 
 
Ingvild HAUGEN 
 
Astrid HOLTAN 
 
Mariann KJELLEVOLD 
 
Terje LOBACH 
Specialist Director 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Bergen 
 
Thord MONSEN 
Head of Section for Control 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Bergen 
 
Inge NORDANG 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO 
Royal Norwegian Embassy 
Rome, Italy 
 
Silje REM 
Senior Adviser 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and 
  Fisheries 
Oslo 
 
Yngve TORGERSEN 
Deputy Director General 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and  
  Fisheries 
Oslo 
 
OMAN/OMÁN 
 
Hamed AL OUFI 
Undersecretary of Fisheries 
  Sector 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Fisheries 
Muscat 
 
Fadia ALJAMAL 
Coordinator to the UN 
  Agencies in Rome 
Embassy of the Sultanate of  
  Oman 
Rome, Italy 
 

AbdulAziz AL MARZOQI 
General Director of Fisheries  
  Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Fisheries 
Department of International  
  Cooperation 
Muscat 
 
Adbullah AL NAHDI 
Director of Marine Science and  
  Fisheries Center 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Fisheries 
Department of International  
  Cooperation 
Muscat 
 
Nasra AL-HASHMI 
First Secretary  
Embassy of the Sultanate of  
  Oman 
Rome, Italy 
 
PAKISTAN/PAKISTÁN 
 
Anser Mahmood CHATTA 
Chief Executive Officer 
Fisheries Development Board 
Ministry of National Food  
  Security and Research 
Islamabad 
 
PALAU/PALAOS 
 
Percy RECHELLUUL 
Bureau of Marine Resources 
 
PANAMA/PANAMÁ 
 
Zuleika PINZÓN 
Administradora General 
Autoridad de los Recursos 
  Acuáticos de Panamá 
 
Gina VERGARA 
Abogada 
Dirección General de Marina 
  Mercante 
Autoridad Marítima de Panamá 
Panamá City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



30 
 

PARAGUAY 
 
Mirko SOTO SAPRIZA 
Ministro 
Encargado de Negocios a.i. 
Representante Permanente 
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del  
  Paraguay 
Roma, Italia 
 
PERU/PÉROU/PERÚ 
 
Javier Fernando Miguel 
  ATKINS LERGGIOS 
Viceministro de Pesca y 
  Acuicultura 
Ministerio de la Producción del 
  Perú 
 
María Carolina CARRANZA 
  NÚÑEZ 
Consejera 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterna ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del 
  Perú 
Roma, Italia 
 
Diana CALDERÓN VALLE 
Tercera Secretaria 
Representante Permanente 
  Alterna ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del 
  Perú 
Roma, Italia 
 
Pablo Antonio CISNEROS 
  ANDRADE 
Ministro Consejero 
Representante Permanente 
  Adjunto ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del 
  Perú 
Roma, Italia 
 
Luis Carlos IBÉRICO NÚÑEZ 
Embajador 
Representante Permanente ante 
  la FAO 
Embajada de la República del 
  Perú 
Roma, Italia 
 
 
 
 
 
 

José Humberto ROMERO 
  GLENNY 
Director General de 
  Supervisión, Fiscalización y 
  Sanción del Viceministerio de 
  Pesca y Acuicultura 
Ministerio de la Producción del 
  Perú 
 
PHILIPPINES/FILIPINAS 
 
Domingo NOLASCO 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to 
  FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of the 
  Philippines 
Rome, Italy 
 
Drusila Esther BAYATE 
Director III 
Department of Agriculture  
Bureau of Fisheries and 
  Aquatic Resources 
Quezon City 
 
Lupiño Jr. LAZARO 
Deputy Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of the 
  Philippines 
Rome, Italy 
 
Theodore Andrei BAUZON 
Alternate Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of the 
  Philippines 
Rome, Italy 
 
Jose Inza-Cruz LAQUIAN 
Agriculture Attaché 
Embassy of the Republic of the 
  Philippines to Belgium 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Demosthenes ESCOTO 
Attorney IV 
Bureau of Fisheries and 
  Aquatic Resources 
Department of Agriculture 
Quezon City 
 
Glady Mae TALAN 
Attorney III 
Department of Agriculture 
Bureau of Fisheries and 
  Aquatic Resources 
Quezon City 
 

Marion REYES 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of the 
  Philippines 
Rome, Italy 
 
Maria Luisa GAVINO 
Assistant 
Office of the Agriculture 
  Attaché 
Embassy of the Republic of  
  the Philippines 
Rome, Italy 
 
PORTUGAL 
 
Luís Alberto Ramos DA 
  SILVA CAIANO 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Portuguese 
  Republic 
Rome, Italy 
 
QATAR 
 
Abdulaziz Bin Ahmed AL  
  MALKI AL-JEHANI 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to 
  FAO 
Embassy of the State of Qatar 
Rome, Italy 
 
Akeel HATOOR 
Expert of UN Agencies 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Embassy of the State of Qatar 
Rome, Italy 
 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA/ 
RÉPUBLIQUE DE CORÉE/ 
REPÚBLICA DE COREA 
 
Dong Yeob YANG 
Director General for Overseas 
  Fisheries and International 
  Policy Bureau 
Ministry of Oceans and 
  Fisheries 
 
Keun Hyung HONG 
Deputy Director 
International Cooperation  
  Division  
Ministry of Oceans and 
  Fisheries 



31 
 

Geoyoung KANG 
Team Leader 
International Cooperation  
  Division 
Ministry of Oceans and 
  Fisheries 
 
JungRe KIM 
Assistant Director 
International Cooperation 
  Division 
Ministry of Oceans and 
  Fisheries 
 
Haena LEE 
Policy advisor 
International Cooperation  
  Division 
Ministry of Oceans and 
  Fisheries 
 
SangGo LEE 
Professor 
Pukyong National University 
 
Jeong Hyeun LIM 
Director 
Fisheries Resources Division 
Busan metropolitan city hall 
 
SeongGyu LIM 
Deputy Director 
International Cooperation  
  Division 
 
HaeKyong PARK 
Assistant Director 
Fisheries Resources Division 
Busan metropolitan city hall 
 
ROMANIA/ROUMANIE/ 
RUMANIA 
 
Vlad MUSTACIOSU 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent to FAO 
Embassy of Romania 
Rome, Italy 
 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION/ 
FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE/ 
FEDERACIÓN DE RUSIA 
 
Victor VASILIEV 
Permanent Representative to 
  FAO and WFP 
Permanent Mission to FAO 
  and other UN Agencies in 
  Rome 
Rome, Italy 

Kamil BEKYASHEV 
Adviser 
All-Russian Federal Research 
  Institute for fisheries and 
  oceanography  
Moscow 
 
Alexander OKHANOV 
Counsellor 
Permanent Mission to FAO  
  and other UN Agencies 
Rome, Italy 
 
SAUDI ARABIA/ARABIE 
SAOUDITE/ARABIA 
SAUDITA 
 
Mohammed Ahmed 
  ALGHAMDI 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
  Permanent Representative to 
  FAO 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Salah ALKHODER 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO  
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Mansour AL ADI 
Alternate Permanent 
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to 
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
MARIA CAPPIELLO- 
  MAGAR 
Administrative Officer 
 
SENEGAL/SÉNÉGAL 
 
Diene NDIAYE 
Directeur des industries de  
  transformation de la pêche 
Ministère de la pêche et de 
  l’économie maritime 
Dakar 
 
Baye Mayoro DIOP 
Premier Secrétaire 
Représentant permanent  
  adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République  
  du Sénégal 
Rome, Italie 

SINGAPORE/SINGAPOUR/ 
SINGAPUR 
 
Huan Sein LIM 
Director 
Aquaculture Technology  
  Department 
Agri-Food and Veterinary 
  Authority of Singapore 
 
Yeong Hun Adrian LIM 
Director 
Fisheries and Port 
  Management Department 
Agri-Food and Veterinary 
  Authority of Singapore 
 
SLOVAKIA/SLOVAQUIE/ 
ESLOVAQUIA 
 
Stefan RYBA 
Director General  
Section of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Rural Development  
Bratislava 
 
Jan SUKOVSKY 
Animal Production Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Rural Development 
Bratislava 
 
Zora WEBEROVA 
Permanent Representative to 
  FAO and WFP 
Embassy of the Slovak  
  Republic 
Rome 
 
SOMALIA/SOMALIE 
 
Abdirahman ABDI HASHI 
Minister of Fisheries and  
  Marine Resources 
Ministry of Fisheries and 
  Marine Resources 
Federal Government of Somali  
  Republic 
Mogadishu 
 
Ibrahim Hagi ABDULKADER 
Ambassador to FAO  
Permanent Representation to  
  FAO 
Rome, Italy 
 
Ahmed MATHOBE 
 
 



32 
 

John PURVIS 
Technical Advisor to the  
  Minister 
Fisheries Officer 
FAO Somalia 
 
SOUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE 
DU SUD/SUDÁFRICA 
 
Belemane SEMOLI 
Acting Deputy Director-   
  General 
National Department of 
  Agriculture, Forestry and 
  Fisheries 
Cape Town 
 
Anna-Marie MOULTON 
Counsellor Multilateral Affairs 
Alternate Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of 
  South Africa 
Rome, Italy 
 
Thembalethu VICO 
Chief Director (Acting) 
Monitoring Control and  
  Surveillance 
Department of Agriculture, 
  Forestry and Fisheries 
Cape Town 
 
Mandisile MQOQI 
Deputy Director 
Demersal Fisheries 
  Management 
Department of Agriculture,  
  Forestry and Fisheries 
Fisheries Branch 
Cape Town 
 
SPAIN/ESPAGNE/ESPAÑA 
 
Antonio FLORES LORENZO 
Representante Permanente  
  Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de España 
Roma, Italia 
 
Ignacio GANDARIAS 
  SERRANO 
Director General de 
  Ordenación Pesquera y 
  Acuicultura 
Secretaría General de Pesca 
Ministerio de Agricultura, 
  Pesca y Alimentación 
Madrid 
 

Carlos BOTANA LAGARÓN 
Jefe del Departamento de 
  Sostenibilidad 
Autoridad Portuaria de Vigo 
Vigo 
 
Francisco de Borja 
  CARMONA CASTAÑO 
Jefe de Área 
Subdirección General de  
  Acuicultura y 
  Comercialización Pesquera 
Secretaría General de Pesca 
Ministerio de Agricultura,  
  Pesca y Alimentación 
Madrid 
 
Aurora DE BLAS  
  CARBONERO 
Directora Delegación Madrid 
Conxemar 
Madrid, Spain 
 
Isabel GONZÁLEZ NIETO 
Asistente Técnica 
Representación Permanente  
  ante la FAO 
Embajada de España 
Roma, Italia 
 
Enrique LÓPEZ VEIGA 
Presidente 
Autoridad Portuaria de Vigo 
Vigo 
 
Natalia MORENO LAGUNA 
Subdirectora Adjunta 
Subdirección General de 
  Competitividad y Asuntos 
  Sociales 
Ministerio de Agricultura,  
  Pesca y Alimentación 
Madrid 
 
Silvia R. MARTÍNEZ DE  
  PAZOS 
Consejera Técnica 
Secretaria General de  
  Protección de los Recursos 
  Pesqueros 
Madrid 
 
Carmen RODRIGUEZ  
  MUÑOZ 
Subdirección General de  
  Acuicultura y 
  Comercialización Pesquera  
Ministerio de Agricultura,  
  Pesca y Alimentación 
Madrid 

Manuel SUAREZ LEMUS 
Conxemar 
Director de comunicación 
 
José Lorenzo SENTÍS 
Asistente técnico – Inspector  
  pesca 
Subdirección de control e  
  inspección 
Ministerio de Agricultura,  
  Pesca y Alimentación 
Madrid 
 
SRI LANKA 
 
Daya Srikantha John  
  PELPOLA 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to  
  FAO 
Permanent Representation  
Rome, Italy 
 
Niyangama Monty  
  RANATUNGE 
Director General  
Ministry of Fisheries and 
  Aquatic Resources 
  Development and Rural 
  Economy 
Colombo 
 
Somasena  
  MAHADIULWEWA 
Minister 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation  
Rome, Italy 
 
SUDAN/SOUDAN/SUDÁN 
 
Saadia ELMUBARAK  
  AHMED DAAK 
Agricultural Counsellor 
Embassy of the Republic of the  
  Sudan 
Rome, Italy 
 
Muawia Abdalla Ahmed 
  ELSHAREEF 
Military Counsellor 
Embassy of the Republic of the 
  Sudan 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 



33 
 

Ibtisam Eltoum Osman  
  IDREES 
Embassy of the Republic of the 
  Sudan 
Rome, Italy 
 
SWEDEN/SUÈDE/SUECIA 
 
Björn ÅSGÅRD 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Enterprise and  
  Innovation 
Stockholm 
 
Fredrik ALFER 
Deputy Permanent  
  Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Sweden 
Rome, Italy 
 
Ylva MATTSON 
Senior Analyst 
Swedish Agency for Marine 
  and Water Management 
Göteborg 
 
Gunilla GREIG 
Senior Analyst 
Swedish Agency for Marine 
  and Water Management 
Göteborg 
 
Annelie ROSELL 
Fishery Policy Analyst 
Swedish Board of Agriculture 
Jönköping 
 
David LYMER 
Senior Program Specialist 
Swedish International  
  Development Cooperation 
  Agency 
Stockholm 
 
Clara AXBLAD 
Programme and Policy Officer 
Embassy of Sweden 
Rome, Italy 
 
Henrik ÖSTERBLOM 
Deputy Science Director 
Stockholm Residence Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE/ 
SUIZA 
 
Mirjam WALKER 
Responsable du secteur  
  contrôles 
Office fédéral de la sécurité 
  alimentaire et des affaires 
  vétérinaires 
Berne 
 
François PYTHOUD 
Ambassadeur 
Représentant permanent auprès 
  de la FAO, FIDA et PAM  
Rome, Italie 
 
Kathrin BACHER 
Secteur contrôle 
Affaires Internationales 
Office fédéral de la sécurité 
  alimentaire et des affaires  
  vétérinaires 
Berne 
 
Terry Louise JONES 
Représentation permanente 
  auprès de la FAO, FIDA et 
  PAM 
Rome 
 
THAILAND/THAÏLANDE/ 
TAILANDIA 
 
Adisorn PROMTHEP 
Director General 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Cooperation 
Bangkok 
 
Chuanpid  
  CHANTARAWARATHIT 
Expert on International  
  Fisheries Affairs 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Cooperation 
Bangkok 
 
Cherngchai  
  CHOMCHERNGPAT 
Director-General  
Office of Maritime Security  
  Affairs, CCCIF 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Cooperation 
Bangkok 
  

Bunchong  
  CHUMNONGSITTATHUM 
Deputy Director General 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Cooperatives 
Bangkok 
 
Adhinand INDRAPIM 
Counsellor 
Royal Thai Embassy 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Tanya LAOHATHAI 
Advisor of Prime Minister 
 
Thamrongluk LAPINEE 
Director 
Administrative Law Division 
 
Jirabhorn  
  LERTMONGKONNAM 
Lawyer 
Senior Professional Level 
Marine Department 
 
Narayu  
  PITTAYAPREECHANON 
Marine Department 
 
Sahapon  
  PRASIRTTEERAPONG 
CCCIF 
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AND SURVEILLANCE 
NETWORK 
 
Adriana FABRA 
Coordinator 
Washington DC, USA 
 
Harry KOSTER 
Executive Director 
 

Cephas RALPH 
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Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
Hamady DIOP 
Head of Programme 
Natural Resources Governance 
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COFI/2018/Inf.27 The use of best available science in developing and promoting best 
practices for trawl fishing operations  

COFI/2018/Inf.28 Biodiversity Mainstreaming in capture fisheries and aquaculture 

COFI/2018/Inf.29 Development in fora of importance for the mandate of COFI 

COFI/2018/Inf.30 Voluntary Guidelines for the Marking of Fishing Gear 

COFI/2018/Inf.31 Microplastics in fisheries and aquaculture: A summary of FAO's 
study 

COFI/2018/Inf.32 Statement of Competence and Voting Rights submitted by the 
European Union and its Member States 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Opening statement by Mr José Graziano da Silva 
Director-General of FAO 

 
It is an honour to welcome all of you to the 33rd Session of the FAO Committee on 

Fisheries, COFI. 
 
I would like to start by highlighting two points that I think will be relevant to your 

discussions during the week. 
 

First, let me refer to the High-Level UN Conference to Support the Implementation of 
Sustainable Development Goal number 14. 

 
As you know very well, the SDG 14 calls for the conservation and sustainable use of 

oceans, seas and marine resources. 
 

The Conference was held one year ago, in June 2017, in New York, and adopted a Call 
for Action that focuses on concrete and action-oriented recommendations on some specific 
areas.  

 
Let me mention four of them:  
 
One: Ensure that fisheries continue to contribute to food and livelihood security for all;  
 
Two: Improve the management of shared and migratory stocks on the high seas, as well 

as in coastal sovereign waters; 
 
Three: Increase the resilience of coastal communities especially in SIDS and Least 

Development Countries.  
 
And Four: Put an end to illegal, unreported and unregulated Fishing, what we call the 

IUU fishing.  
 
All these challenges are at the core of FAO’s work in fisheries and aquaculture.  
 
FAO is working closely with the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean, 

Ambassador Peter Thomson of Fiji, to follow-up on the commitments made at the Conference.  
 
Your discussions this week on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, as well as the 

state of fisheries and ocean governance, will provide further inputs and guidance to FAO’s work. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

The second point that I want to highlight is that almost two months ago, on the 5th of 
June, FAO organized a special event to celebrate the first UN International Day for the Fight 
against illegal, unreported and unregulated Fishing. 

 
As you will recall, the last session of COFI in 2016 endorsed the creation of this 

International Day. 
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It was established in order to mark the entry into force, on the 5th of June of 2016, of 
the FAO Port State Measures Agreement, the PSMA. 
 

As of today, 56 signatories representing 81 countries are already part of the PSMA. And 
some other countries are in the process of ratification of the Agreement by their parliaments. 
 

Let me renew my appeals to every country to become part of this global effort against 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. 
 

We need everyone on-board for the PSMA to be very effective. 
 

FAO has also put forward different activities and initiatives to support the effective 
implementation of the PSMA. 
 

Last year, we launched the first operational version of the Global Record of Fishing 
Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels. 
 

Also in 2017, the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on Catch Documentation Schemes was 
approved. 

 
The objective of the Voluntary Guidelines is to provide assistance to countries, regional 

organizations and other international organisations to harmonise or review existing Catch 
Documentation Schemes, as well as to develop new ones following the same standards. 
 

FAO is also developing studies about trans-shipment practices that have increased as 
more and more countries become part of the PSMA. 
 

So we are creating a strong and comprehensive framework to combat IUU fishing. 
 

And it will be important to hear from you on what should be done to reinforce even 
more our actions against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

The FAO Assistant Director-General of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, Mr 
Árni M. Mathiesen, will soon present to you the main findings of the 2018 State of World 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Report (SOFIA 2018). 

  
The report will set the scene for COFI to review the status, issues and needs of global 

fisheries and aquaculture, and also provide guidance on FAO’s work towards sustainable 
development. 
 

SOFIA 2018 highlights the critical importance of fisheries and aquaculture for global 
food and nutrition security, as well as for the livelihoods of millions of people. 
 

In 2016, total fish production reached an all-time high of 171 (one hundred and seventy-
one) million tonnes, thanks to relatively stable capture fisheries production, reduced wastage 
and aquaculture growth. 
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It is important to highlight that aquaculture responds now for about 53% of the supply 
of fish for human consumption. 
 

So the overall increase of fish production has resulted in a record-high per capita 
consumption of 20kg of fish in 2016. 
 

Preliminary estimates for 2017 indicate a further increase in the global consumption of 
fish. 
 
These are good news. Fish is an important element in the promotion of health and nutritious 
diets, particularly in small island developing states that face high levels of overweight and 
obesity in their populations. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

During the 2018 session of COFI, you will also review progress on a number of standing 
items, such as the implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, based on 
the outcome of member’s questionnaires. 
 

Another important agenda item is the impacts of climate change. 
 
Let me highlight that FAO will launch this week an extensive report on the impacts of 

climate change on fisheries and aquaculture. 
 
The report aims to provide the most up-to-date information on this issue, and also 

provide some guidance to countries to put in place adaptation and mitigation measures to 
climate change. 

 
So I invite all of you to participate in the side event that will take place tomorrow at 

lunch time. 
 
You will have the opportunity to review the work carried out by FAO also in relation to 

biodiversity conservation, bycatch reduction and aquatic pollution. 
 

So you have a very busy and an active programme over the next five days. 
 

Your deliberations are crucial to the work of FAO, and we look forward to your 
decisions. 

 
I wish you every success in your discussions, and encourage you to actively participate 

not just in the main sessions but also in the rich programme of side events. 
 
 
Thank you for attention. 
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APPENDIX E 
 

Statement by Ambassador Peter Thompson, 
UN Special Envoy for the Ocean 

 
Rome, 9 July 2018 
 
Director-General da Silva, 
Honorable Ministers, 
Your Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

All courtesies observed as I speak to you this morning. In my capacity as the Special 
Envoy for the Ocean, I acknowledge it as a singular honour to have been given this opportunity 
to address you today, and I give thanks to FAO and COFI for making this so. Meeting biennially, 
the FAO's Committee on Fisheries is uniquely placed to influence the success or failure of many 
of the targets of Sustainable Development Goal 14, SDG14, the Ocean goal. Thus I am here to 
rally your support for the implementation of SDG14 and its noble aim of conserving and 
sustainably using the Ocean's resources for sustainable development. 

 
In my weekly addresses to Ocean meetings around the world, the central message is that 

the health of the Ocean is in deep trouble. Thanks to the effects of Climate Change and 
accumulating human activities such as marine plastic pollution, we find ourselves fighting a 
global battle to reverse the cycle of decline into which the Ocean has been placed. We are 
currently losing that battle on every front, but the good news is that since 2015 we have had in 
place a universally-adopted plan to fight back, to reverse that cycle of decline, and to fulfill our 
Ocean stewardship responsibilities in the best interests of our children, our grandchildren, and 
those still to be born into the wonder of life on this planet. 
 

Put simply, our plan is one of fidelity to the Paris Climate Agreement and to the 
Sustainable Development Goals adopted at the United Nations in 2015. And of course for the 
Ocean, the plan's focus is on SDG14, the Ocean goal, in support of which the United Nations 
convened the Ocean Conference in New York in June, 2017. We saw at that conference how 
SDG14 touched the interests of all the SDGs, from health and nutrition to decent work, 
sustainable infrastructure and environmental resilience. In the year that has passed since the 
New York conference, it has been fortifying to our cause to witness the massive wave of Ocean 
action that has moved around the globe. 
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Key commercial fisheries have been in decline over the last 50 years, with decades of 
overfishing taking a toll not just on the health of the Ocean, but also on human livelihoods and 
global food security. For the good of people and planet, we need to make global fisheries 
management the best it can be, in conformity with what our leaders demanded of us when, three 
years ago, they adopted SDG14. Here at COFI we have the technical expertise and political 
authority in the fisheries sector to make that so. This is where fisheries and associated Ocean 
issues come together for effective decisions on guidance an policy; thus COFI has a high calling 
and never more so than in these challenging times. 
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From this biennial gathering in Rome, with additional support from FAO and other 
stakeholders, Member States are empowered to improve their national and regional 
management of fisheries and the socio-economic conditions of their people and industries at 
home. 

 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Migratory fish and marine currents do not pay heed to the boundaries and borders of 
humankind. Thus our regional endeavors are crucial to good governance of the Ocean and its 
resources. It is thus that the RFMO system is such an essential element of our stewardship 
responsibilities, and I pay homage to those who have worked tirelessly towards helping the 
RFMOs fulfill their mandates. It is therefore a concern that some RFMOs remain handicapped 
by limited resources, seriously undermining their effectiveness in important areas. This 
handicap needs to be rectified, perhaps through the establishment of a joint financial mechanism, 
for we cannot be satisfied with RFMO success in some quarters of the Ocean, while others are 
failing. In some cases, RFMOs may need to be reorganized to increase their productivity and 
effectiveness.  
 

When it comes to the Ocean, we are indeed all connected. So joint action is the answer, 
and in that regard I'm confident FAO is the right place, with the right leadership, to enable the 
establishment of a proposed joint financial mechanism and rationalization of the RFMO system 
as a whole. 

 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

As already mentioned, COFI has a key role to play in the achievement of SDG 14's high 
purpose of conserving and sustainably using the resources of the Ocean for sustainable 
development. I bring to your attention the fact that in relation to fisheries and aquaculture, the 
FAQ has custodianship of four indicators of SDG14's progress, and that all of these firmly 
support the three legs of the sustainability stool - ecological, social and economic. Having 
looked at COFl's agenda, I see them as intrinsic to your discussions over the next few days, so 
bear with me, in a spirit of global sustainability, as I spell them out. 
 
The four indicators in question are as follows: 
 
14.4.1: Proportion of fish stocks within biologically-sustainable levels. FAO's analysis shows 
that we still have a third of fish stocks subject to unsustainable exploitation. While the rate of 
overfishing has declined, current indications are that the tide has not turned sufficiently to 
achieve this target. I put it to you that we need to be honest with ourselves in assessing this 
global target of no overfishing by 2020, and without delay, to put in place the policies and 
action required. We have less than two years to do so. 
 
14.6.1: Progress by countries in the degree of implementation of international instruments 
aiming to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. We know that IUU fishing lies at 
the heart of the matter, undermining fisheries management all over the world, and cheating 
legitimate fishermen. The key to beating it is to improve fisheries management and control 
through better governance, transparency and international cooperation. Therefore, on behalf of 
a grateful Ocean community, I give thanks for the progress made to address this problem 
through FAO's Port State Measures Agreement and complementary instruments. I also 
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commend the work being done with WTO and UNCTAD in the direction of removing fisheries 
subsidies that contribute to overfishing and harmful fisheries practices. 
 

However, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing is still occurring on a grand scale, 
with some estimates giving a figure of $23 billion's worth per annum. This shameful 
phenomenon undermines national, regional and global efforts to manage fisheries sustainably, 
and in this day and age should not be countenanced. These are the times for all Member States 
to ratify the PSMA, to strengthen their fisheries laws and regulations, and to take effective 
action against non-compliance perpetrators. On the battlefronts to which I earlier referred, if we 
hold firm in favour of rule of law and good governance, powered by international political will, 
this is one front where we can win sooner rather than later. 

 
14.7.1: Sustainable fisheries as a proportion of GDP in Small Island Developing States, least 
developed countries and all countries. This indicator is tied to the economic leg of the 
sustainability stool, particularly relevant to the most Ocean-dependent nations where other 
economic alternatives are limited. Coming from one of the SIDS, I thank COFI for its focus on 
fisheries and aquaculture as a provider of food security and sustainable livelihoods. 
 

As we move into the Anthropocene, protecting the livelihoods of vulnerable 
communities will require vision, innovation and investment, and in that regard, aquaculture 
must surely be a key priority for humanity. 
 

I also thank the FAO for its active role in the work of the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and I note that tomorrow there will be a side-event to launch a significant 
publication on the impacts of climate change on fisheries and aquaculture. 
 
14.b.1: Progress by countries in the degree of application of a legal/regulatory/ 
policy/institutional framework which recognizes and protects access rights for small-scale 
fisheries. This indicator relates closely with the social leg of the sustainability stool and it too 
needs COFl's help. We must ensure the rights of small operators are recognized, that they are 
valued and given appropriate access to resources as well as markets. COFI can do much to make 
that so. 
 

Before concluding my reference to the various SDG14 indicators, allow me to highlight 
one more that would greatly benefit from the attention of the national delegations assembled in 
Rome today. I refer to: 

 
Target 14.5: By 2020, conserve at least 10 percent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with 
national and international law and based on the best available scientific information. With less 
than two years to go, achieving the 10 percent target is a mighty challenge; but it is one that is 
definitely achievable if we double-down on efforts. We need more partnerships between 
governments, communities, philanthropies, NGOs, the private sector and the scientific 
community to deliver nearshore conservation with greater urgency. As well as no-take reserves 
for spawning grounds, we will all benefit from collaborative fisheries management areas, and 
better managed coastal and marine areas. 
 

I applaud those countries that have recently declared MPAs, and call on others to come 
to the party if we are going to hit the SDG14.5 target by 2020. Thereafter we can work to ensure 
the Ocean's MPAs have adequate monitoring and enforcement, while at the same time 
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supporting Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures. We look to COFI and FAO for 
energy and commitment in hitting the 10 percent target by 2020. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Four of SDG14's ten targets mature in 2020. It is for this reason that a Second UN Ocean 
Conference is being proposed for 2020, co-hosted by the Governments of Kenya and Portugal 
in Lisbon. It will be deeply important for all the Sustainable Development Goals that in 2020 
we are able to demonstrate success in hitting SDG14's four targets, thereby boding well for the 
progress of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda as a whole. Here at COFI, over the next 
few days, I ask you all to keep the integrity of implementation of those four targets in the 
forefront of your considerations. 

These are busy times for the Ocean action agenda as we march towards 2020. I urge 
you all to be familiar with and be part of the Communities of Ocean Action set up by the United 
Nations and accessible through the oceanconference.un.org website. We have international 
conferences of direct relevance to you all coming up this year in the shape of the Our Ocean 
Conference in Bali, Indonesia, at the end of October, and the Sustainable Blue Economy 
Conference in Nairobi at the end of November. At the IOC-UNESCO the content of the UN 
Decade for Ocean Science is being designed, while in New York preparations are underway for 
the September commencement of the BBNJ conference. Meanwhile in Jamaica the Mining 
Code of the International Seabed Authority is taking shape. This is no time for those concerned 
with the well-being of the Ocean to take their eye off the ball and I will follow with much 
interest the deliberations and outcomes of the 2018 COFI and look forward to joining you in 
your work ahead. 

I thank you for your consideration. 
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APPENDIX F 

Multi-year Programme of Work (MYPOW) of the Committee  
on Fisheries 2018–2021 

I. OVERALL OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMMITTEE 

1. The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) reviews the Organization's work programme in the field of
fisheries and aquaculture, oversees the implementation of such programmes and is mandated to review 
specific issues pertaining to fisheries and aquaculture that have been referred to the Committee by either 
the FAO Council, the Director-General, or pursuant to the request of a Member State(s) periodically.  

II. RESULTS FOR 2018-2021

A. Review of the World Situation in Fisheries and Aquaculture 

2. Result:

The Council, the Conference and the international community at large are provided with updated 
information and specific advice on the world situation in fisheries and aquaculture and in relation to the 
specific issues of significance addressed during the scheduled sessions. 

3. Indicators and targets:

Clear, precise and consensual recommendations that are based on updated information of the world 
situation in fisheries and aquaculture are presented to the Council and the Conference as a solid basis 
for its guidance and decision. 

4. Output:

Clear, precise and consensual recommendations are favourably considered by the Council and the 
Conference and provide a solid basis for its guidance and decision. 

5. Activities:

The Committee undertakes general discussions on the current world situation in fisheries and 
aquaculture. 

Specific issues of topical significance are addressed during the scheduled sessions. 

6. Working methods:

Close consultation with the Chairperson and other Bureau Members. 

Intersessional work by the Bureau, supported by the Secretariat, to identify topics of significance for 
agenda setting. 

B. Strategy and Priority Setting, and Budget Planning 

7. Result:

The Committee's recommendations provide a solid basis for the Council’s guidance and decisions on 
strategy, priorities, programmes and budget for the Organization. 

8. Indicators and targets:
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The Committee further promotes the FAO’s Questionnaire on Implementation of the Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries (the Code) to solicit responses and reduce obstacles impeding responses. 

Members respond to the FAO Questionnaire on the implementation of the Code and provide the relevant 
information on fisheries and aquaculture for FAO via the Committee and its Sub-Committees. 

Clear and specific recommendations are made by the Committee to the Council regarding the strategies, 
priorities, programmes and budget for fisheries and aquaculture. 

The Committee’s recommendations made on the pertinent aspects of the Strategic Framework, the 
Medium Term Plan and the Programme of Work and Budget are reflected in the Council Report. 

9. Outputs:

Report of the Committee that provides clear, precise and consensual recommendations for the Council 
on sectoral strategies, priorities, programmes and budgets.  

10. Activities:

Review decisions and recommendations from the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade and the Sub-Committee 
on Aquaculture, statutory bodies and other relevant organs or institutions. 

Review advice from the Regional Conferences in the field of fisheries and aquaculture. 

Review the implementation of the Programme of Work and Budget in fisheries and aquaculture. 

Formulate recommendations on the strategies, priorities, programmes and budget in fisheries and 
aquaculture. 

11. Working methods:

Close consultation with the Chairperson and other Bureau Members. 

Close collaboration with the relevant FAO Departments. 

Liaise with Sub-Committees on Fish Trade and Aquaculture and other statutory bodies. 

Liaise with the Finance Committee on financial and budgetary matters. 

Liaise with the Programme Committee on strategy and priority matters. 

Report the outcome of the Committee on the programme and budgetary matters to the Council 
appropriately. 

C. Advise on Global Policy and Regulatory Matters 

12. Results

The Committee recommendations provide a sound basis for decisions by the Conference on global 
policy and regulatory matters. 

13. Indicators and targets:

Member Nations obtain value from the deliberations of the Committee, using the advice and 
recommendations to guide domestic actions and policies as reported by FAO. 

Clear and specific recommendations made in a timely manner by the Committee to the Conference 
regarding global policy and regulatory matters in its areas of mandate. 
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The Committee’s recommendations made on global policy and regulatory matters are reflected in the 
Conference Report. 

14. Output:  

The Committee provides clear, precise and consensual recommendations for Conference on policy and 
regulatory frameworks or instruments. 

Members of the Committee undertake all necessary action in order to facilitate the implementation of 
the instruments, inter alia: 

The Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food 
Security and Poverty Eradication; 

The Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance; 

The Port States Measures Agreement; 

The Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation Schemes; and 

The Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear. 

15. Activities:  

Review the status of relevant international instruments in areas of competence for the Committee. 

Consider possible solutions with a view to support concerted action by Members themselves or 
collectively through FAO and other relevant bodies in areas of competence for the Committee. 

Report the outcome of the Committee on global policy and regulatory matters to the Conference 
appropriately. 

III. EFFECTIVE WORK PLANNING OF COFI  

16. Result:  

The Committee works effectively and efficiently, in an action-oriented, inclusive way. 

17. Indicators and targets: 

The Committee's agendas are focused and reports are concise and containing specific action-oriented 
recommendations to both the Council and the Conference. 

All COFI documents, including SOFIA, are to be made available in all FAO languages at least four 
weeks before the session commences. 

Evaluation of results and implementation of MYPOW for the Committee. 

18. Outputs: 

Focused agendas and concise reports containing specific action-oriented recommendations to both the 
Council and the Conference. 

Progress report on MYPOW 2016-2019 is endorsed in 2018. 

MYPOW 2018-2021 for the Committee is adopted in 2018. 

19. Activities: 

Review the Committee’s practices and rules of procedure, if necessary. 
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Consider ways to improve the conduct of sessions, including more efficient use of the time available. 

Recognizing the importance and usefulness of side events, facilitate more focused and coordinated side 
events in line with key issues addressed in the main sessions. 

Facilitate further coordination and collaboration with the Sub-Committees and other Technical 
Committees. 

Pay continued attention to effective arrangements for the formulation of agendas and drafting of the 
final report.  

IV. WORKING METHODS 

20. The Committee collaborates with statutory and other bodies under FAO auspices, liaises with 
the Programme Committee on strategy and priority matters, and with the Finance Committee on 
financial and budgetary matters, as well as other relevant FAO Governing Bodies.  

21. It liaises with other international organizations active in the areas of fisheries and aquaculture.  

22. The Committee undertakes regular intersessional activities facilitated by the Chairperson and 
the Bureau with support from the Secretariat. Liaison amongst the Bureaus of the Committee and the 
Sub-Committees is also further strengthened.  

23. It encourages and facilitates participation of observers including civil society’s organizations. 

24. The Chairperson liaises with FAO through the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department. 
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