
Agricultural support allows 
people to produce their own 
food, preventing the adoption 
of negative coping mechanism 
such as reducing the number 
of meals per day.

Key points

• Burkina Faso is facing an unprecedented humanitarian crisis, 
mainly due to a recent upsurge in violence by non‑identified 
armed groups and increased inter‑communal conflict. In a context 
where needs are chronically high, the situation is compounded 
by high levels of food insecurity and malnutrition, and the crisis is 
threatening people’s lives and livelihoods. 

• FAO has activated a corporate scale‑up to support the country to 
address increased needs. 

• FAO’s response strategy focuses on preventing a further 
deterioration in food insecurity through an integrated approach 
based on providing humanitarian support, building resilience and 
strengthening social cohesion.

Planned response

food security and livelihoods analysis, early warning and early response 
mechanisms in affected areas | coordination | cash-based transfers | 
emergency livestock feed during the lean season | livestock restocking 
(poultry and small ruminants) for female-headed households | temporary 
shelters for livestock | vaccinations, deworming and other animal health 
interventions among host communities | disease surveillance | agricultural 
inputs and short-cycle seeds of nutrient-rich varieties through direct 
distributions and input trade fairs | rehabilitation/construction of water 
points and boreholes | sensitization and land arrangements to facilitate 
access to land for displaced people and women 

Response to date in the North, Centre-North and Sahel regions

Provided seeds and fertilizers to 6 328 households (37 698 people)
 
Provided unconditional cash transfers to 10 000 households 
(60 000 people)
 
Implemented cash for work benefiting 4 000 households 
(24 000 people) to rehabilitate agricultural and agroforestry land 

In numbers
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Response overview – July 2019

Burkina Faso

55 700 children at risk of severe 

acute malnutrition in 2019 in 

the Sahel, Centre‑North, North 

and East regions

220 000 people internally 

displaced, of whom 95% live 

with host communities and 

26 000 refugees from Mali

687 460 people 

projected to be severely food 

insecure (June–August 2019)

USD 11.6 million 
required by FAO by December 2019



Funding

funding to-date 
USD 0.5 million

funding gap 
USD 11.1 million
95.7%

4.3%

Challenges facing food security and agriculture

While Burkina Faso is a transit country of migratory movements 
northwards, with mixed flows of economic migrants and refugees, it is 
also now facing internal displacement. This is due to a deterioration in 
the security situation in late 2018/early 2019 following an upsurge in 
violence by non-identified armed groups and increased inter-communal 
conflict, particularly in the Sahel, Centre-North, North and East regions, 
causing an unprecedented humanitarian crisis. In a context where needs 
are chronically high, the situation is compounded by high levels of food 
insecurity and malnutrition.

Although overall agricultural production has increased, insecurity has 
led to reduced cultivated land in 2019 with estimates pointing to limited 
agricultural production compared with previous years, significantly 
affecting people’s livelihoods. Despite above-average 2018 cereal 
production, import requirements for the 2018/19 marketing year, mainly 
imported rice and wheat flour, are set at above-average level due to the 
higher demand by traders to replenish their stocks.

Humanitarian needs and food insecurity are likely to deteriorate further. 
The continued increase in terrorist acts will most likely have a negative 
impact on people’s access to markets and food in the affected areas, 
especially in pastoralist areas where households depend on livestock 
sales to purchase grain.

As about 80 percent of the country’s population relies on crop and 
livestock production for their livelihoods, it is critical to ensure agricultural 
support to help vulnerable families produce their own food and 
generate income. 

Resource partner
The Government of France 

to assist

323 385 people 

FAO requires

USD 11.6 million
by December 2019 
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FAO Representation in Burkina Faso
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso

FAO‑BF@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization  
of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies

Contact

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division
Rome, Italy

PSE‑Director@fao.org

Projected food insecurity and malnutrition situation (June–August 2019)

Source: Cadre Harmonisé, April 2019
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