
The sustainable management of forest and tree resources requires 
adequate and reliable information about the extent and state 
of the existing resources and their changes over time. The last 
countrywide forest inventory in Uzbekistan was conducted in 1978. 
The lack of data on forest and tree resources hampered 
the development of the forestry sector and international reporting 
obligations. Thus, the project addressed capacity building 
to establish a forest-monitoring system to supply the lacking data. 
Once established, the forest monitoring system will contribute 
to sustainable rural development with improved livelihoods of local 
communities and mitigate climate change.
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IMPROVING THE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT 
OF FORESTS IN UZEBEKISTAN

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
Guidance, training and technical support were provided 
to strengthen forest monitoring technical knowledge, carry out 
data collection and develop the design for the National Forest 
Inventory. This was achieved by training workshops that addressed 
introduction to Land Cover Classification Systems and the Collect 
Earth applications (free open-source software). Additionally, a lab 
equipped with geographic information system (GIS) technology for 
analysis of remote sensing data was established. A pilot field survey 
was performed in two districts. The field survey results were used 
to improve the proposed sampling design, working procedures 
and technological solutions.

IMPACT
The design developed for the National Forest Inventory enables 
the beneficiaries to perform the first National Forest Inventory 
cycle. Once the first cycle is performed, results can be used 
to formulate evidence-based and up-to-date forest policy without 
compromising environmental sustainability. The proposed forest 
monitoring system targets improved transparency and consistency 
of information gathering over time, enhanced reporting abilities 
based on international standards and informed and 
evidence-based decision making on forestry related issues.
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Resource Mobilization Division
Marketing, Outreach and Reporting Unit

Reporting@fao.org

Contacts
FAO Office in Uzbekistan
FAO-UZ@fao.org

Peter Pechacek (Lead Technical Officer)
Peter.Pechacek@fao.org

SU
ST

A
IN

A
B

LE
 D

EV
EL

O
P

M
EN

T 
G

O
A

LS

Project Code
TCP/UZB/3503

Project Title
Integrated Forest Land and Tree Resources Assessment

RESULTS
 Information needs with regard to development of                  

the forestry sector were assessed.

 Training on Land Cover Classification Systems and use of free 
and open source software, including the Collect Earth 
application, was carried out.

 A GIS lab to analyse remote sensing images was established 
and equipped with five workstations.

 A countrywide land-use/land-cover map was produced.

 Manuals for field survey and interpretation of the data 
obtained through the Collect Earth application were 
developed.

 An information system for data collection, storage and 
analysis based on free and open source software was 
developed.

 A pilot survey was performed in Bukhara and Kashkadarya
oblasts (regions) to test and validate the methods for                
the proposed fieldwork and data interpretation.

 A workshop to adopt the final sampling design and working 
procedures was held.

 A final seminar on the entire project implementation            
and its results was held for key stakeholders. ©FAO Uzbekistan

©FAO Uzbekistan ©FAO Uzbekistan

mailto:Reporting@fao.org
mailto:FAO-UZ@fao.org
mailto:Peter.Pechacek@fao.org
Zaccaretti
Stamp


