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Session II
The Training Workshop

Composition of the Section II:

Overview of the International Treaty and Conservation 
and Sustainable Use of PGRFA

Overview of Farmers’ Rights 

 Thematic Part 1 Crop Improvement and PPB

 Thematic Part 2 CSB/Gene Bank

 Thematic Part 3 Ex-Situ/On Farm and networks

 Thematic Part 4 The role of producers in implementing 
the IT



Overview of the International Treaty and Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of PGRFA

Outline

• Biodiversity and its role for food security

• Overview of the IT-PGRFA

• The Goals and objectives of the Training 
Workshop

• The Programme of Work 2016-2019 adopted 
by the Governing Body 



Biodiversity for food and 
agriculture

Biodiversity outside of agricultural 
production landscapes

Regulating & supporting 
ecosystem services

Associated biodiversity
(e.g. soils, pollinators, coral reefs)

Genetic 
resources for 

food and 
agriculture

wild foods 
(fish, NTFP)



Centre for Genetic Resources, the Netherlands

Biodiversity for food security and nutrition

Maintaining biodiversity for food and agriculture is a global 

responsibility. As countries seek to diversify and adapt their 

agricultural and food-production systems, the exchange of 

genetic resources and the interdependence of countries 

increases. 

With climate change, the conservation and sustainable

use of genetic diversity has become more critical 

than ever. 

http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/cgrfa-media/slideshows/slide-diversity/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/cgrfa-media/slideshows/slide-threats/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/cgrfa-media/slideshows/slide-solutions/en/


Centre for Genetic Resources, the Netherlands



Why Genetic Resources are Important?

• Genetic Resources have direct bearing on a range of 
concrete areas, including food security, health, 
sustainable development, innovation and livelihoods;

- All countries are interdependent with regard to GRFA;

- Over 1 billion people suffer from chronic hunger and 
malnutrition;

- The world population will increase to over 9 billion by 
2050;

- Agricultural production must increase by 70%;

- Plant genetic resources are essential for this yield and  
future food security and sustainable development;

- Fundamental to adapting to new climactic realities.



The State of the World’s 
Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 

• Based on information provided by 91 
countries and 27 international organizations, 
analysis of global literature and datasets, and 
contributions from over 175 authors and 
reviewers, The State of the World’s 
Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture assesses 
biodiversity for food and agriculture and its 
management worldwide. 



The State of the World’s 
Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 

• Introduction

• Roles and importance of Biodioversity for 
food and agriculture

• Drivers

• The status and trends

• The status of use, characterization and 
conservation

• Policies, Institutions and capacities

• Needs and challenges



KEY FACT
plants

• More than 6000 plant species have been 
cultivated for food.

• Fewer than 200 make major contributions to 
food production globally, regionally or 
nationally. 

• Only 9 account for 66% of total crop 
production.

http://www.fao.org/3/CA3129EN/CA3129EN.pdf#page=160


What is the International Plant Treaty?
The International Plant Treaty aims to ensure that the wealth of the world’s 

food crop diversity is conserved, shared and used so that farmers can 

continue to grow crops to feed their families and the planet. 



146 Contracting Parties





Conservation and Sustainable Use of PGRFA

• Promoting use and conservation of ALL crops 

• Broadening the genetic base of crops and 
increasing the range of genetic diversity 
available to farmers

• Encouraging conservation, use and preservation 
of local/traditional crops 

• Promoting management & conservation of 
biologically diverse production systems

• Strengthening research to enhance, conserve 
and use biological diversity



Farmers’ Rights

• The idea of Farmers’ Rights related to 

crop genetic resources emerged in the 

early 1980s

• To balance the rights of breeders and of 

farmers, ensuring rewards to farmers for 

their contribution to the global genetic 

pool, supporting farmers in conserving and 

sustainably using crop genetic resources 

and an international fund to facilitate the 

funding of such measures. 



Farmers’ Rights

• Farmers’ Rights mean rights arising from 

the past, present and future contributions 

of farmers in conserving, improving, and 

making available plant genetic resources, 

particularly those in the centres of 

origin/diversity.



Multilateral System of Access & Benefit-sharing

• Access to global genepool

 Covers 64 of the world’s most important food crops 
and forages

 Easy access to over 2.3 million samples of plant 
genetic resources

 Over 4.2 million accessions exchanged to date

• Benefit-sharing: monetary & non-monetary



Global Information System 

• Connecting & integrating 
global information about 
PGRFA

• Providing access to vital 
information to help 
farmers, plant breeders, 
scientists & researchers



Benefit-sharing Fund

• The BSF Focuses on the three 
priority areas 

• Finances action to respond to 
food insecurity and the 
effects of climate change

• Helps to accelerate the 
conservation and use of plant 
genetic resources on a global 
scale

• 3 project cycles to date, with 
a fourth just started in 2018

• Supporting projects in over 60 
developing countries 



Educational Modules on the 

International Treaty
1. Introduction to the International 

Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture

2. Conservation and Sustainable Use 

under the International Treaty

3. The Funding Strategy of the 

International Treaty

4. Farmers’ Rights

Each module consists of several self-contained lessons 

that elaborate on the provisions of the International 

Treaty and provide best practices and concrete examples 

derived from the expertise accumulated during the early 

phase of implementation.

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i2631e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i2579e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3541e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/I7820EN/i7820en.pdf


1. Report on activities, projects, and programmes on sustainable 

use of PGRFA 

2. Toolbox on Sustainable Use of PGRFA
3. Platform for the Co-Development and Transfer of 

Technologies in the context of non-monetary benefit-sharing
4. Training Workshops on Conservation, Sustainable use of 

PGRFA and Farmers’ Rights 
5. Raising awareness of the actual and potential value of crop 

wild relatives, landraces and underutilized species of local 

and regional importance for food security and sustainable 

development 

The Programme of Work on Sustainable Use and the 
supporting Initiatives 2016- 2019 (PoW 2016-2019) 

Components



FRAMEWORK FOR THE SUSTAINABLE USE TOOLBOX
Toolbox contents

SU policy C & E

Conserv
ation 

techniqu
es

Sustainable use policy
Characterization & 

evaluation
PGRFA conservation 

techniques

Adding value to and 
sustaining the use of 
landraces/farmers’ 

varieties

Crop improvement
Access to PGRFA 

material and associated 
information

Seed systems
Collaboration

/partnerships

Communication & 
awareness



FRAMEWORK FOR THE SUSTAINABLE USE TOOLBOX
Toolbox contents cont’d

 Development of national policies for sustainable use of PGRFA

 Implementation of national PGRFA-related policy

 Strengthening national legislation for PGRFA sustainable use

 Implementation of Farmers’ Rights in the context of sustainable use of PGRFA

 Repatriation of PGRFA

 Impacts of current agricultural policies on PGRFA diversity

Sustainable use policy

Policy guidelines

Websites

Case studies

Training materials

Implementation manuals

Handbook for policy-makers



FRAMEWORK FOR THE SUSTAINABLE USE TOOLBOX
Toolbox contents cont’d

 Promoting conservation and sustainable utilization of farmers’ varieties

 Marketing of farmers’ seeds

 Multiplication of farmers’ varieties for wider distribution

 Methods for the introduction of PGRFA on-farm

 Collection of traditional knowledge of PGRFA

Adding value to and sustaining the use of landraces/farmers’ varieties

Websites

Case studies

Contacts for in-country training

Policy guidelines

Training materials

Examples of incentive mechanisms



Goal and Objectives of the Training 
Workshop

• To provide a platform for the sharing of 
experiences and lessons learned; 

and 

• To serve as a venue for networking between 
and among participants for developing future 
collaboration on conservation and sustainable 
use of PGRFA. 



Goal and Objectives of the Training 
Workshop (cont’d)

• To update participants on the recent developments 
in international policy and governance, technological 
advances, and information on conservation of 
PGRFA; 

• To stimulate ideas and be able to identify areas and 
opportunities to mainstream the conservation and 
sustainable use of PGRFA and Farmers’ Rights in the 
context of national plans and programmes on food 
security 



THANK YOU

Mario MARINO

Technical Officer

Secretariat of the International Treaty on 

PGRFA  


