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Dear Reader,

It is a great pleasure to bring you this third edition of the Chinese Fish Price report.

During the last week of November, Member countries of FAO will get together in Vigo 
(Spain) for the XVII Session of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade of the Committee 
on Fisheries (COFI:FT).

The Sub-Committee on Fish Trade was created in 1985 to serve as a multilateral 
framework for consultations on international trade of fish and fishery products, 
including pertinent aspects of production and consumption. It has become the most 
important global forum to discuss issues associated with the trade of fish and fishery 
products. The sessions of the Sub-Committee take place every two years.

Countries and observers participate in the sessions to discuss contemporary issues 
involving the trade of fish and fish products, including recent trends and patterns. The 
agenda for the XVII Session of COFI:FT covers a wide range of topics such as statistics, 
global governance, dissemination of information on markets, quality and safety,  
small-scale fishers, product legality, biodiversity, traceability, among others.

In addition, contemporary issues like the potential of the trade in fisheries services 
and the request FAO received to develop guidance on socially responsible fish and 
aquaculture value chains will also be discussed.

The working documents guiding the debate of FAO Member countries during this  
Session of the Sub-Committee will be shortly available at http://www.fao.org/about/
meetings/cofi-sub-committee-on-fish-trade/en/. These documents provide useful 
information and analysis – do not forget to check them!

We hope this edition brings you useful information.

Audun Lem Ph. D
Deputy-Director
Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy and Resources Division
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
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Policy updates
The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA) announces a Portal Reporting System  

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA) issued an announcement of the implementation of a 
Portal Reporting System for the entering and exiting of fishing vessels. Fishing vessels entering and exiting 
ports are to be reported through this new system. Outbound reports should include: estimated departure 
time, crew information, safety guidance, fishing gear, rescue and fire protection equipment, and other safety 
equipment. Inbound reports should include: estimated port of return, estimated arrival time, crew information 
and the species and quantity of catch. System verification will only occur after submission of the inbound/
outbound reports. In the case of being unable to complete reports under the prescribed procedures due to 
unpredictable situations such as bad weather conditions or emergencies, the crew should file the reporting 
procedures within 24 hours of entering or exiting the port. The system will come into effect on 1 August 2019. 

MARA implements Operation “LiangJian 2019”, a new fisheries law enforcement plan 

MARA announced on 8 March 2019 the decision to carry out a series of law enforcement actions, named 
Operation “LiangJian 2019”. The operation consists of a wide-range of special enforcement actions, including 
enforcements on the marine summer moratorium period, bans on certain areas or the entirety of the Yangtze 
River, eliminating unregistered fishing vessels, the clearing of illegal gears and methods, moratoriums on major 
inland lake/river summer fishing areas, general governance of the Bohai Sea, anti-electric fishing, safety of 
border water areas, safe fisheries production, and protection of aquatic species. 

MARA seeks to help regulate tuna operations and ban unregistered vessels used for production 

Recently, MARA issued a Notice on International Management Measures for Tuna. This notice strictly requires 
vessels to be registered with the secretariat of the relevant committee through the state government where it 
is flaged or through other authorized agencies. Unregistered vessels will not be allowed in the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) areas for production. Any changes to the fishing vessels or other 
relevant data should be timely registered with the secretariat of the relevant committee. A tuna fishing log of 
each vessel should be filled and submited to the China Ocean Fishery Data Center before 31 March each year. 

A four-month fishing moratorium implemented on The Yangtze River Basin

MARA Yangtze River Basin Fisheries Supervision and Management Office, along with the Jiangsu Provincial 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs launched a parallel law enforcement action for the 2019 summer 
fishing moratorium in the Yangtze River Basin in Nanjing on 1 March 2019. From 0:00 on 1 March 2019, 
the Yangtze River, Pearl River, Huaihe River, Qiantang River, Lancang River and the inland waters of Hainan 
entered a four-month fishing moratorium. This means that for the first time, special licenses for fishing 
Estuarine tapertail anchovy, Tapertail anchovy and Chinese mitten crab were removed from the Yangtze River. 

MARA issues a Notice on Improvements for Safety Management of Pelagic Fisheries 

On 21 March 2019, MARA issued a Notice on Further Strengthening Safety Management of Pelagic Fisheries, 
with the aim to improve pelagic fishing enterprises and vessels management, foster education and training 
for enterprise leaderships and crew members, and strengthen abidance to the laws and regulations of MARA 
and leading countries in fishing. In order to prevent incidents relating to other countries, vessels should fish 
in accordance with laws and regulations and are not to fish beyond territorial water boundaries. It is required 
that fishing vessels maintain a safety distance of more than three nautical miles from borders of the exclusive 
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economic zone of neighboring countries, with fishing beyond territorial water boundaries strictly prohibited. 
As soon as boarding inspections are required from local authorities, fishing vessels should stop to cooperate. 
In the case of law enforcement misconduct from local authorities, evidence must be obtained in a correct 
manner and reported to competent fishery authorities. Issues should be resolved through diplomatic or judicial 
channels. When navigating in local exclusive economic zones, relevant national and international regulations 
on “inoffensive navigation” should be enforced.  



Chinese Fish Price Report

6

Issue 3/2019

Industry news
2018 witnessed a significant increase in China’s aquatic product imports  

In 2018, China’s total import and export of aquatic products reached 9.54 million tones, totaling 37.19 billion US 
dollars, with an increase year on year of 3.3 percent and 14.4 percent respectively. These amounts demonstrate 
record levels for both the total volume and value of imports and exports. The annual trade surplus in 2018 was 
7.47 billion USD, narrowing by 2.34 billion USD year on year. The 2018 export volume of aquatic products was 
4.32 million tones, a decrease year on year of 0.4 percent. This volume was valued at 22.33 billion USD, with 
a growth of 5.6 percent in 2018 compared with 2017. In 2018, China imported 5.22 million tons of aquatic 
products with a total value of 14.87 billion USD. The total import amount increased by 6.6 percent and the total 
value increased by 31 percent respectively compared with 2017.

Jiangxi Province plans to release 210 million fish seeds this year  

In order to further improve the ecological environment of the Yangtze River and Poyang Lake, Jiangxi Province 
plans to release four major economic fish species as well as protected species this year. Amongst others, these 
species include the giant salamander and the Chinese high fin banded shark, totalling approximately 210 
million fish seeds. At the same time, Jiangxi has also gradually expanded releasing areas from Poyang Lake and 
the Yangtze River to other small river basins in the province to promote the recovery of fishery stocks.  

China’s aquatic product prices are expected to experience steady growth in 2019  

The 2018-2019 National Aquatic Product Market Information Working Conference and Aquatic Product 
Market Situation Analysis and Consultation Meeting was held in Xiamen on 2 April 2019. On average, prices 
of China’s aquatic products in 2018 were slightly higher than that of 2017. This was due to the joint influence 
of the strengthening of the fishery supply-side structure as well as the growth of consumer spend. Overall, the 
aquatic product market showed a positive trend of growth in both quality and price. Despite many uncertainties 
in 2019, experts predict that the fundamentals of fishery production and economic operation will be stable and 
consumer demand will only continue to grow. Thus, the prices of aquatic products in China are expected to 
continue to rise steadily in the near-future.  

The third China International Red Swamp Crayfish Industry Conference  

In 2018, the total economic output of red swamp crayfish in China is expected to reach 350 billion RMB. The 
total production of farmed crayfish in China may exceed 1 600 000 tones. The third China International Red 
Swamp Crayfish Industry Conference was successfully held on 12 March 2019, in Jingzhou, Hubei Province. 
More than 1 000 people attended the conference, including domestic delegates and experts as well as guests 
from the United States of America and the Russian Federation. During the conference, discussions were held 
regarding farming methods, feed and breeding, processing, and import and export trends. In addition, the 
experts and guests performed analysis on future market trends.  
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Tilapia
Oreochromis spp.

The temperatures in Wenchang, Hainan and western Guangdong were 20 vand above this past February. This 
warm weather was beneficial for tilapia growth and resulted in abundant commercial stock. With oversupply, 
prices dropped somewhat, with the average tilapia price in March 2019 reported as about 0.2 yuan per g lower 
than the same time period last year. However, farmers are optimistic about the tilapia market for the rest of 2019. 
The overall performance of paugusius was poor last year. Even at the moderate price of 1 yuan/g, paugusius still 
had a hard time selling, demonstrating that it is not likely to be a substitute product for tilapia. The good news 
for Chinese exporters is that the latest reports indicate that the United States of America will delay imposing a 25 
percent tariff on 200 USD billion of Chinese exports. Currently, the tariff on Chinese frozen tilapia fillet exports 
to the United States of America remains at 10 percent. Current market trends indicate a preference for  small to 
medium-sized tilapia fish. As a result, farmers are now harvesting when the fish is at a size of 300 g. Multiple 
batches of fish are now raised and harvested under a year’s time, with unassorted fish receiving a price of about 
8 yuan/kg, providing a considerable profit.   

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University
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Yellow catfish
Tachysurus fulvidraco

Since mid-Februrary, there has been a sustained recovery on the yellow catfish markets in the main production 
areas. This recovery was largely due to production stocks being limited once reserved stocks were consumed 
after the Chinese New Year.. Prices then rose as a result, with the average price increasing by 1–1.2 yuan per 
kg by the end of March. There was actually a reduction in the amount of total stocking after a stagnant market 
performance of yellow catfish in 2018, with some farmers switching to produce other species. Market demand 
and consumption for yellow catfish typically rises as the temputure starts to warm up in central and southwest 
China. In the near-future, supply of yellow catfish will continue to be limited and distributors will increase their 
prices in order to purchase the best quality fish. 

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University
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Grass carp
Ctenopharyngodon idellus

Serious crass carp disease broke out in central and eastern China in early April, which was about a month 
earlier compared with previous years. The areas of Changshu, Wuxi and Changde, Hunan Provience, suffered 
heavy losses. Experts have confirmed that the disease was due to bacterial infection. With medical guidance,the 
epidemicin the above-mentioned areas are now under control. The grass carp market started to gradually recover 
in the beginning of April, demonstrating significant growth in price. In Jinhua, Zhejiang, the price increased by 
1 yuan per kg. With the reduction of biomass in ponds, grass carp prices returned to normal in May. 

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University
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Largemouth bass
Micropterus salmoniodes

In Foshan, Guangdong, largemouth bass of 0.4 kg was priced at 19.6 yuan per kg at the beginning of April, 
which was 2 yuan higher compared to that of the previous month. As temperature rises, largmouth bass enters 
their spawning season. Due to the loss of weight after spawning, some farmers decided to retain their fish for 
growth in order to maximize profit while others harvested and emptied their ponds in preparation to culture 
fries. According to dealers, the rising temperature and the approaching holidays will result in an increase in 
largemouth bass consumption. In addition to the gradually decreasing number of fish stocks in production areas, 
the market nationwide is expected to see a growing trend of consumption. 

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University
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Chinese snakehead
Channa spp.

After a market depresson in early 2019, sales and prices of Chinese snakehead in Guangdong began to recover 
in March. The overall price was about 1.2–1.4 yuan/kg higher than that in February. Despite this slight recovery, 
the market is still hurting with farmers losing profit. Some hatcheries in Guangdong have started hatching fries 
in the past month. However, farmers remain hesistant about the market, and the price of fries is 30 percent lower 
compared to that of the same period last year. Due to the high level of reserves in ponds, farmers are expected to 
decrease the stocking amount with an expected further decline in the price of fish fries as the hatching season 
approaches. Thus, hatcheries could expreience the worst market performance in recent years. 

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University
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Hybrid grouper
Epinephelusfuscoguttatus  & Epinepheluslanceolatus hybrid

Hybrid grouper prices were low from mid-February to April. Though prices recovered for a few days due to a 
shortage of supply in mid-March, they shortly thereafter declined again. Based on the last two months, grouper 
prices are unlikely to increase significantly. Distributors are expecting the price of 0.5-0.8/kg hybrid groupers 
in Hainan Province to remain stable at 47-50 yuan/kg before May. Affected by the summer fishing moratorium 
(1 May–15 August), supplies of marine fish will decrease, while the market demand remains stable. As a result, 
prices are expected to rise in the coming months.  

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University
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Whiteleg shrimp
Penaeus vannamei

From the end of February, prices for white leg shrimp recovered as sales of winter farmed shrimp concluded. As 
of 20 March, prices grew continuously for four weeks, generally increasing by nearly 10 yuan/kg compared with 
the same time period in the preceding month. This positive trend in shrimp prices is forecasted to continue. Stock 
levels are relatively abundant in Zhanjiang and Yangjiang, but supplies from large-scale farms in northern areas 
are decreasing. In addition, there is a shortage in supplying large-sized shrimp. As a result, Northern distributors 
raised the purchase price for large-sized shrimps from the south. Prices began to decline in early April, but 
jumped significantly after the Qingming Festival.  
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Prussian carp
Carassius gibelio

The Prussian carp market across China slightly declined due to the decrease in consumption after mid-February 
with prices in central China falling below 6 yuan/kg. Prices began to recover by early April with slight growth in 
some areas. Based on the latest market trends in Guangzhou and Hubei however, the price growth is insignificant. 
Furthermore, prices in Huai’an and Jiangsu have not yet improved. Disease outbreak incidents will gradually 
increase as the temperature rises. The beginning of April marks the peak Prussian carp spawning season. Even 
with the weight loss after spawning, most farmers will still rather sell their fish to reduce high pond density. The 
market should recover slowly as stock level reduces.  

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University
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Turbot
Scophthalmus maximus

Turbot prices continued to rise due to holiday consumption from January to March, however then began to fall 
around 20 March. Turbots in the size of 0.5–0.7 kg were priced around 56 yuan/kg in early April, which remains 
stable compared to the same period in March. Due to causes including environmental restrictions, farmed turbot 
stock in 2019 may fall to the lowest in recent years. Compared with previous years, market demands have not 
increased by much. With an abundant supply of cage-farmed turbot from South China entering the market every 
April, the price will show a periodic decline, but should gradually recover soon after.  

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University

57
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Mandarin fish
Siniperca chuatsi

© Fish Biology Laboratory Xiamen University

Most aquaculture species across the country suffered from a market depression including Mandarin fish. The 
Mandarin fish market was experiencing a significant reduction of market demand in addition to an oversupply 
from large stock amounts in major producing areas including Guangdong and Jiangsu, all of which led to a 
continued price decline. Beginning at the end of March, a shortage of small-sized fish (0.3–0.6 kg/pc) drove an 
overall increase of 2 yuan/kg in the price of Mandarin fish nationwide. Market prices also increased driven by 
holiday consumption during the Qingming Festival in early April. Along with a reluctance to sell Mandarin Fish 
after spawning weight loss, the price of unsorted Mandarin fish in Guangdong increased by another 2 yuan/kg. 
The price will continue to rise in April and May. Compared to the price of 66–78 yuan/kg in the same period last 
year (March 2018), prices of fish that are 0.8-1 kg/pc or above fell to 40 yuan/kg. Prices for 0.4-0.75 kg/pc were 
about 58 yuan/kg with prices varying greatly by size. Purchasing risk for distributors increased while the profit 
margin decreased for farmers. Mandarin fish prices should grow after the Qingming Festival in early April. 
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Prices
This monthly monitoring list contains 29 species with 38 specifications from 43 wholesale 
markets. Of all specifications monitored, prices of thirty-two specifications which accounted 
for 16.84% of the total increased month-on-month, while that of seventy-one specifications 
which accounted for 37.37% maintained the same level as last month, leaving the rest with 
eighty-seven specifications which accounted for 45.79% of the total in decline.

Compared to that of February, the aquatic products price in March showed a decline, in general, 
owing to supply increases. However, the demand continued to decrease since late February 
which led to a weak consumption and price. As the weather warms up, the high supply of 
freshwater products contributed to price drop continually. Due to the relatively stable market 
demand for marine products, the price trend is stable, but it is obviously lower than last month.
   
In April, the weather gradually warmed up, which is conducive to fishery production operations. 
The demand for aquatic products would begin to rise making a stable market supply and demand 
and a low possibility of large fluctuations. The freshwater products price would remain lower 
while marine products would keep stable. However, with the fish moratorium approaching, the 
structure of market supply and demand will change, the price will adjust as well. It is estimated 
that supply of part of fishing products will be tight, and the farming and fresh products will 
plug the gap. In general, in April, the price of aquatic products will remain stable with a slight 
adjustment as a supplement.
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Events
The International Symposium on Fisheries Sustainability: Strengthening the Science Policy 
Nexus will be held from 19-21 November 2019 in FAO HQ, Rome, Italy.

The objective of this Symposium is to identify pathways to strengthen the science and policy 
interplay in fisheries production, management and trade, based on solid sustainability principles 
for improved global outcomes on the ground. The main outcomes of the Symposium will be 
presented at the 34th session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) in July 2020.

More information on the International Symposium on Fisheries Sustainability can be found at: 
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/sustainable-fisheries-symposium/en



Chinese Fish Price Report Chinese Fish Price Report

27

Issue 3/2019

Events
The 2nd International Cold-Water Fish Aquaculture Technology Seminar will be held in 
coastal city of Qingdao in East China’s Shandong province on 28-29 October 2019.

The Seminar, jointly held by China Aquatic Products Processing and Marketing Alliance 
(CAPPMA), Heilongjiang River Fisheries Research Insitute (HRFRI) and Aller Aqua, will 
bring together more than 250 experts and researchers from at least 10 countries, who will 
discuss a lot of issues such as cold-water fish culture production, feed nutrition, disease control, 
industrial aquaculture system and equipment, and RAS, etc. The seminar will also discuss how 
China’s salmon and sturgeon industries cope with the complex situation of international market 
competition and domestic market perception bias.

THE 2ND

INTERNATIONAL COLD-WATER FISH
AQUACULTURE TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR

To promote the further development of cold-water fish industry and to offer an opportunity for 
information sharing since the 1st cold-water fish seminar successfully held two years ago, 

the 2nd International Cold Fish Aquaculture Technology Seminar will be held on October 29th, 
2019 in Qingdao, jointly held by China Aquatic Products Processing and Marketing Alliance 

(CAPPMA), Heilongjiang River Fisheries Research Insitute (HRFRI), and Aller Aqua.

冷水鱼产业是中国水产养殖产业中的重要部分，为推动冷水鱼产业健康发展，由中国水
产流通与加工协会和中国水产科学研究院黑龙江水产研究所主办的、爱乐水产承办的 “

第二届国际冷水鱼产业发展论坛暨国家冷水性鱼类产业技术创新战略联盟年会、三文鱼
分会年会”将于2019年10月29日在青岛举行。

ALLER AQUA QINGDAO  
INVITES YOU TO

HOST AND ORGANIZERS

OCTOBER 29TH 2019

LET’S GROW TOGETHER
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