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Why are Genetic Resources Important?

• Genetic Resources have direct bearing on a range of 
concrete areas, including food security, health, 
sustainable development, innovation and livelihoods;

- All countries are interdependent with regard to GRFA;

- Over 1 billion people suffer from chronic hunger and 
malnutrition;

- The world population will increase to over 9 billion by 
2050;

- Agricultural production must increase by 70%;

- Plant genetic resources are essential for this yield and  
future food security and sustainable development;

- Fundamental to adapting to new climactic realities.



What is the International Plant Treaty?
The International Plant Treaty aims to ensure that the wealth of the world’s 

food crop diversity is conserved, shared and used so that farmers can 

continue to grow crops to feed their families and the planet. 



145 Contracting Parties
Mongolia joined in December 2018
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Goal and Objectives of the Training

• To provide an overview of the global challenges of
crop diversity loss, food security and climate change;

• To update participants on the recent developments
in international policy and governance, technological
advances, and information on conservation of
PGRFA;

• To stimulate ideas and be able to identify areas and
opportunities to mainstream the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA and Farmers’ Rights in the
context of national plans and programmes on food
security



Goal and Objectives of the Training 
(cont’d)

• To provide a platform for the sharing of 
experiences and lessons learned; 

and 

• To serve as a venue for networking between 
and among participants for developing future 
collaboration on conservation and sustainable 
use of PGRFA. 



Examples of measures for the 

sustainable use of PGRFA 

Article 6 of the International Treaty

• a) Pursuing fair agricultural policies that promote the

development and maintenance of diverse farming

systems;

• b) Strengthening research on enhancing and conserving

biological diversity

• c) Promoting plant breeding efforts with the participation

of farmers

• d) Broadening the genetic base of crops;



Examples of measures for the 

sustainable use of PGRFA (cont’d)

Article 6 of the International Treaty

• e) Promoting the expanded use of local and locally

adapted crops, varieties and underutilized species;

• f) Supporting, as appropriate, the wider use of diversity

of varieties and species in on-farm management,

conservation and sustainable use of crops

• g) Reviewing, and, as appropriate, adjusting breeding

strategies and regulations concerning variety release

and seed distribution.



Sustainable Use of PGRFA 

 Toolbox on conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA

 Training Material

 Benefit –sharing projects for conservation and sustainable use of

PGRFA   Second Cycle Window 1 and Third Cycle Window 2

`and Exploring the possibility of establishing a Joint Programme on 

biodiversity in agriculture for sustainable use of PGRFA

http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/tools/toolbox-for-sustainable-use/overview/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/tools/training/en/
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/faoweb/plant-treaty/images/0002.jpg
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/faoweb/plant-treaty/images/0004.jpg


Next Steps on Sustainable Use of PGRFA

1. Analysis of the results of the on line Survey exploring the possibility of establishing a
Joint Programme on Biodiversity in Agriculture for Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture, March 2019)

2. The Secretariat is collecting submissions on the promotion and further improvement of
measures for the sustainable use of PGRFA and what the Contracting Parties and all the
interested stakeholders are making implementing the PoW on SU 2016/2019.

3. 1st quarter 2019:  An electronic consultation of the Ad Hoc Technical Committee on
Sustainable Use (ACSU) will be conducted.
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