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Forestry & SDG indicators
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SDGs and Forests

•September 2015: UN adopted 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development

•SDGs: 17 goals and 169 targets

•Forests and Trees link to many SDGs 
(related to clean air, livelihoods, water, 
biodiversity, & climate change), including 
SDG 15 “Life on Land”

FAO’s Role with Forests and SDG 15

•FAO is custodian agency for 3 indicators:

•15.1.1: Forest Area as a proportion of 
total land area

•15.2.1: Progress towards sustainable 
forest management

•15.4.2: Mountain Green Cover Index

•FAO reports indicators to UN Statistical 
Division annually



Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA)-SDG 15.1&15.2
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• Collect information about the status and trends of the world’s forest resources (every 5-
10 years since 1948)

Purpose:

• Reporting content streamlined

• New on-line reporting and review platform developed

• Capacity development program strengthened

Improvements to prepare for FRA 2020:

• Lack of updated and quality data on many forest-related variables

• Weak technical capacities to use and access remote sensing technology

• Need to build long term institutional capacity

• Poor coordination between national institutions/ministries with forest-related reporting

Capacity development needs relevant to African countries: 

• 2 workshops on FRA 2020 reporting and 3 on remote sensing in Africa since 2017

• 3 national and 3 regional FRA capacity development workshops on remote sensing are 
planned for 2020 and 2021 in Africa

FAO’s work on FRA capacity building in Africa:



Mountain Green Cover Index – SDG 15.4.2

•Measure changes of green vegetation in mountain areas to provide information 
on agriculture, forests, and woody cover

Purpose:

•Decrease: linked to land degradation, forest exploitation, timber extraction, 
fuelwood collection and fire

• Increase: could be due to vegetation growth, reforestation, glacial retreat

What the index tells us:

•FAO Collect Earth and 2015 Global Map of Mountains by FAO/Mountain 
Partnership Secretariat

Data source:

•2 trainings organized to support National Statistics Offices to understand 
methodology

FAO’s work to prepare for first index report in 2020:
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Forest Product Statistics
 Data collection on forest products is important to monitor forest-

related SDG goals and other forest-related commitments, e.g.:

◦ SDG 12: to ensure sustainable consumption and production

◦ SDG 8: promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth, employment, and 
work

 Data published annually in Forest Products Yearbook since 1947
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Progress since 2017 AFCAS meeting:

Collection and dissemination 
of new data in yearbook and 
FAOSTAT:

• Forest products

• Pulp, paper production capacities, 
recovered paper consumption

• New series launched on 
production, trade, consumption:

• Oriented Strand Board (OSB)

• Recycled post-consumer wood 

Improvements in 
classifications and 
standards:

• Separate codes for wood fuel 
and charcoal (COICOP 
classification)

• Amendments to wood and 
non-wood forest products 
codes (HS2022) 

Strengthened capacities:

• Guidelines published in 2018:

• Incorporation of woodfuel 
module into household 
surveys 

• Forest product data 
collection 

• Capacity development 
workshops: Eastern and 
South Europe 2020, and West 
and Central Africa in 2020,  
Vietnam April 2019 with ITTO



Global Strategy - Guidelines on data collection for national 

statistics on forest products:

• Assist countries in the identification of 
data gaps in national forest products 
statistics

• Provide countries with operationally 
feasible options to produce and 
disseminate national forest products 
statistics

• Provide a framework for the 
improvement and availability of 
comparable forest products data



Global Strategy - Guidelines for the Incorporation of a 

Woodfuel Supplementary Module into Existing Household 

Surveys in Developing Countries

Charcoal for sale informally in non-standard units presents a 

unique challenge to data collection. 

• Woodfuel plays a critical role in the economic 
and social wellbeing of people around the 
world but limited amount of systematically 
collected field data is available. 

• Varying patterns of woodfuel production and 
consumption across local communities, bias in 
selection and the absence of a sound 
statistical sampling methodology often make 
it hard to extrapolate the results from local 
surveys to a regional or national scale.

• To address these concerns and improve the 
quality and quantity of national data on 
woodfuel production and consumption, FAO 
supported the development of a set of 
guidelines for creating a supplementary 
woodfuel module that can be incorporated in 
existing household surveys. 



Global Core Set (GCS) of Forest Indicators –

complementing the SDG indicator framework

GCS:

•21 indicators structured according to 7 thematic elements of Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) to support the SDG process and Global Forest Goals (GFGs)

Purpose:

•Streamline reporting and monitoring

•Reduce reporting burden of countries – enhancing synergies 

Progress to develop and strengthen indicators:

• In 2015, Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) initiated work on draft set

•Workshops organized by United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and FAO-led CPF task-
force have further developed the GCS
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Further initiatives – Forestry under the 50 x 2030 Initiative
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50x2030 Initiative:

• Agricultural Survey Program focused on: crops, livestock, aquaculture, fishery, 
forestry production (‘CORE-AG’)

Purpose:

• Empower and support 50 low and lower-middle income countries to build strong 
national data systems for agricultural data, including forest related information

• Address SDG 2 “Zero Hunger” and contribute to SDG 17.18 on data capacity 
building

Forestry data in 50 x 2030:

• Covered by CORE-AG at household level and under Agricultural Income, Labour, 
and Productivity Questionnaire

Forestry-related opportunities from 50 x 2030:

• Data collection on forest products at household level

• Guide national and international policy decisions on forests and trees

• Build country capacities to have better information systems on forests and trees



Further initiatives – Enhancing data on Non-Wood Forest 

Products (NWFP)

Dried caterpillars at a market in Zambia.  Note the non-

standard containers.

• Several million households world-wide depend heavily 
on NWFP for food and nutrition security and/or 
income.

• NWFPs are relevant for several SDGs, particularly 2, 3, 
5, 12

• Improved data will allow a more precise estimate of 
where and to whom these products play a key role in 
food and nutrition security, yet data are currently 
incomplete and not comparable across countries.

• FAO has taken efforts to improve the situation: A 
recent FAO publication showcases existing data and 
provides recommendations for improving current 
classification systems to better capture the value of 
NWFPs. 

• FAO is also working on the development of guidelines 
to support national data collection for NWFPs.



PURPOSE: To support generation of comparable data on forest-related socioeconomic 
benefits at national and international levels and to guide evidenced-based policy 
decisions

FAO, CIFOR, IFRI and the World Bank’s Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) and 
Program on Forests (PROFOR) developed a sourcebook providing guidance on the design 
and implementation of forestry modules for national socioeconomic surveys (2013-2016)

FORESTRY MODULES:  

• Comprise questionnaires at household and community levels

• Cover 15 forest-specific themes 

COUNTRIES COVERED:

• Nepal, Indonesia and Tanzania (as pilot test countries)

• Up-take in Turkey, Liberia and Bangladesh

• Encouraged for uptake as stand-alone surveys or integrated into larger multi-topic 
household surveys
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Further initiatives - National socio-economic surveys in 

Forestry



Conclusions and Recommendations

FAO HAS MADE PROGRESS IN:

 Improving monitoring and reporting tools

 Increasing access to information related to forests (with CPF cooperation)

 Developing capacity building to help countries collect and analyse data for evidence-
based decision making

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Strengthen cooperation at country level between national forest-related 
correspondents/focal points and NSOs;

2. Enhance integration of forest and trees in agricultural statistics data collection

3. Align reporting for various forest/land-related processes

4. Enhance cooperation between international organizations to make data available

5. Continue to collect, analyse, and disseminate data through initiatives such as FRA 
and Forest Product Yearbook

6. Make best use of 50 x 2030 initiative for forestry data

7. Improve data availability on informally traded and produced forest products

8. Improve socio-economic data of forest use, including how they contribute to 
employment, income, food security, nutrition, and development

9. Improve comparability of data across countries with development and 
applications of guidelines for forestry related data collection
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Guiding Questions to AFCAS members

 How to integrate aspects related to forests and trees (including agroforestry) more 

adequately in agriculture statistics work, given their underestimated role and 

contribution to climate change, biodiversity, land degradation neutrality, income 

and employment. What are the most effective ways to do that?

 How to strengthen cooperation at country level between national forest-related 

correspondents/focal points, agricultural statistics offices and National Statistics 

Offices to sustain data availability on forest - and tree related data and their 

systematic integration into national statistics and SDGs?
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