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Revised SMTA: Elements 

• The Working Group reviewed several elements of the draft
revised Standard Material Transfer Agreement and also took
into account the Co-Chairs’ proposed consolidated text for the
revised Standard Material Transfer Agreement, as requested
by the Governing Body at its Seventh Session.

• The updated version of the Draft Revised Standard Material
Transfer 2 IT/OWG-EFMLS-8/18/Report Agreement, which
incorporates changes made, will be considered  by the
Working Group, at its ninth meeting.



Revised SMTA: How to reflect the issue of Digital 
Sequence Information  

• The Working Group took note of the reports from the
Secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the
Commission for Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
and the International Treaty on developments, within their
respective fora, with regard to digital sequence information.

• The Working Group discussed whether to reflect issues related
to Digital Sequence Information in the Draft Revised Standard
Material Transfer Agreement.

• As there were divergent views on the matter, the Co-chairs will
seek further views in preparation for the ninth meeting.



ELABORATION OF CRITERIA AND OPTIONS FOR 
POSSIBLE ADAPTATION OF THE COVERAGE OF 
THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM



Outcome of WG 8 

• There were divergent views on the possible

expansion of the coverage of the Multilateral

System.

• While some Members expressed that an

expansion is a condition sine qua non for

achieving the enhancement of the Multilateral

System, others recognized that there are

countries that have reservations about the

expansion of the current list of crops in Annex I

of the International Treaty.



Outcomes of WG 8 
In preparing for the ninth meeting, the Working Group requested 

the Co-Chairs, with

support from the Secretariat and legal experts, to explore 

supportive measures to facilitate the implementation of the 

possible expansion of the coverage of the Multilateral System, 

including to:

• propose modalities for expansion that would enable a “fast

track” adoption and implementation in as many

jurisdictions as possible;

• include a decision in the Resolution adopting the possible

amendment to encourage the provisional application of the

expanded coverage by Contracting Parties wishing to do so

voluntarily, in order to show their commitment to the enhanced 

Multilateral System;



Outcomes of WG8
• Prepare explanatory notes that could be used for the

preparation by regions and Contracting Parties for the Eighth
Session of the Governing Body.

• Such notes could clarify the consequences of the Governing
Body decision adopting the amendment, the consequences of
the amendment to those Contracting Parties that would ratify it
and the practical implications for the operations of the
Multilateral System at national level (which PGRFA would be
covered, to which PGRFA would facilitated access be provided,
etc.).

• In preparing these notes, the Co-Chairs could consider using the
opinions prepared by the Ad Hoc Technical Advisory Committee
on the SMTA and the  Multilateral System.
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