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National Training Workshop on SDG Food Security Indicators 
particularly on Prevalence of moderate and severe food insecurity 

based on Food Insecurity Experience Scale  
  

Date: 11-13 December 2019  
 

Venue: Statistics Office/KOSTAT, Daejeon, South Korea 
 

Background 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) played an 
important role in the process leading to the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (the 2030 Agenda). On 25 September 2015, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
of the 2030 Agenda. The expected objectives of the 2030 Agenda are to guide the 
actions of governments, international agencies, civil society and other institutions 
over the next 15 years (2016-2030).  

The 2030 Agenda comprises of 17 goals, 169 targets and 232 indicators. SDG-
2 seeks to “End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture.” The first target (2.1) under this goal  calls for “end hunger 
and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in vulnerable 
situation, including infant, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round by 
2030”. The two food security indicators, indicator 2.1.1 (Prevalence of 
Undernourishment) and Indicator 2.1.2 (Prevalence of moderate and severe Food 
Insecurity using Food Insecurity Experience Scale-FIES), provides internationally 
comparable estimates of proportion of the population facing difficulties in accessing 
sufficient food to maintain a normal active and healthy life. 

The SDGs are now the main reference for development policies and programs 
at national level. However, this ambitious development 2030 agenda “leaving no one 
behind” is both an opportunity and a challenge to define the national SDG monitoring 
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framework. A significant factor in the success of the SDGs will be new and effective 
ways of collecting and analyzing data, monitoring targets and measuring progress by 
national governments, whereas international custodian agencies will lend assistance 
by strengthening national capacities and by ensuring that data are comparable and 
aggregated at sub-regional, regional and global levels. 

The FAO, being custodian agency for 21 indicators including above-mentioned 
two food security indicators, is mandated to provide needed technical assistance to 
its member countries to report upon on SDG indicators. In this regard, FAO’s Regional 
office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO-RAP) envisaged enhancing the technical capacity 
of government officials of member countries in the region by organizing national 
training workshops and providing needed follow-ups through its Technical 
Cooperation Programmes (TCPs). FAO Regional office formulated a regional project 
namely ‘TCP/RAS/3618: Strengthening the capacity for monitoring Food Security and 
Sustainable Agriculture in the context of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2 
and 12’ in  twelve countries of the Asia Pacific countries. The Republic of South Korea 
is one of the beneficiary/targeted countries of under said project to provide details 
on two SDG indicators of access dimension of food security. The indicator 2.1.1 - PoU 
is an estimate of the proportion of the population whose habitual food consumption 
is insufficient to provide the dietary energy levels that are required to maintain a 
normal active and healthy life. The indicator 2.1.2-FIES provides internationally 
comparable estimates of the proportion of the population facing moderate or severe 
difficulties in accessing food.  

In view of the above, it is proposed to conduct National training workshop 
during 11-13 December2019 at Daejeon, South Korea with the support of KOSTAT 
as co-organizer. 

Objectives 

The objectives of this training workshop are: 

 To update and share the theoretical and technical understanding of PoU and 

FIES-based SDG indicators with national stakeholders; 

 To demonstrate how to estimate the prevalence of undernourishment and  

prevalence of moderate and severe food insecurity using FIES questions; and 

 To share and discuss the observations/challenges in using food consumption 

data and improvement in designing Household Income and Expenditure Survey 

(HIES) and adoption of FIES module in HIES for estimation of food security 

indicators. 
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Expected outputs: 

The following outputs are expected from this workshop: 

 Participants will gain and update knowledge on methodology and data analysis 

for SDG indicators 2.1.1 and 2.1.2;  

 Gain insights on analysis of food security situation and HIESs from the 

experiences of participants in the country context; and 

Participants: 

Workshop participants will include from the Ministries/departments concerning 

to Food Security indictors inputs, data collection, compilation, dissemination and 

reporting progress towards SDG Indicators 2.1.1 and 2.1.2.  

Total expected participants: 15-20  

Venue: Statistics Office, Daejeon, Republic of Korea. Venue with presentation 
facilities and desktop/laptop for participants may also be available.  

Coordinator:  Dr Youngshil, Statistics Office, Statistics Korea, Government of 
Republic of Korea 

Resource Person: Dr. J.S.Tomar, FAO RAP, Bangkok. 

Workshop Cost: To be funded by FAORAP and estimated by coordinator, Statistics 
Korea 

Tentative Programme 

Day‐1 

Time Activity Resource 
9:00 to 9:20  Registration   

9:20 to 10:00  Opening Session  FAO and 
Statistics Korea 

10:00 to 10:30  Group Photo and Tea/Coffee Break    

10:30‐11:30  The SDG monitoring framework and the role of FAO 

‐ SDG monitoring framework and brief 
introduction of the SDG indicators under FAO  
custodianship  

FAO 

11:30 to 12:30  Prevalence of Undernourishment  

‐ The theory behind the PoU and methodology 
FAO 

12:30 to 13:30  Lunch Break   

13:30 to 15:00  Issues and challenges in estimation PoU  

‐ Underestimation of dietary energy 
consumption (food list, FAFH)  

FAO 
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‐ Partakers Information  
‐ Local and Standardized units 
‐ Excess variation

15:00 to 15:30  Tea/Coffee Break   

15:30 to 16:30  ‐ Discussion, Question and Answer Participants & 
FAO 

Day‐2 

9:30 to 10:30  Introduction of national level household Surveys  and 
brief overview of prevailing food security indicators in 
the country   

By national 
authorities 

10:30 to 11:00   Tea/Coffee Break   

11:00 to 12:30  Theory and Hands on training on the analysis of demographic data 
for the computation of the PoU 

FAO 

12:30 to 13:30  Lunch Break   

13.30‐15.00  Hands on training on the analysis of food consumption  Participants & 
FAO 

15:00 to 15:30  Tea/Coffee Break   

15:30 to 16:30  Estimation of PoU and Discussion & Q/A    Participants & 
FAO 

Day‐3 

9:30 to 10:30  Prevalence of moderate or severe food insecurity in the 
population based on the FIES 

‐ History of experience-based food security 
measurement 

‐ Application of IRT (Rasch model) to experience 
based food security data 

FAO 

10:30 to 11:00  Tea/Coffee Break   

11:00 to 12:30  Cont.    

12:30 to 13:30  Lunch  Break   

13:30 to 15:00  Hands‐on training on the analysis of data for the computation of 
the Prevalence of Food Insecurity based on the FIES 

Participants & 
FAO 

15:00 to 15:30  Tea/Coffee Break   

15:30 to 16:30  Wrap‐up  and Way forward 

‐ Discussion  
‐ Q/A 
‐ Closing remarks and way forward

Participants & 
FAO 

 

 


