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Our project
The increasing scarcity of wildlife is a growing con-
cern for indigenous and rural communities in the Bis-
marck Range of Papua New Guinea. Wildlife is an im-
portant source of food, as well as feathers and fur for 
traditional costumes. The Sustainable Wildlife Man-
agement (SWM) Programme is establishing commu-
nity-led wildlife management initiatives, including 
community tree nurseries, to address this challenge. 
The aim is to maintain the current populations of 
terrestrial wildlife and develop alternative sources of 
protein in villages. The lessons from these initiatives 
will be replicated at other locations in the country. 
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The goals

Improve the sustainable management of 
wildlife that is resilient to hunting and im-
prove the protection of endangered species.

Increase the supply of protein from domes-
ticated animals so that the demand for wild 
meat is reduced to sustainable levels.

Strengthen the institutional and legal frame-
works relating to the use of meat from wild-
life and support their implementation. 

Understand the levels of wild meat consump-
tion and identify ways to ensure its consump-
tion becomes sustainable.

Undertake monitoring, evaluation and learn-
ing so that lessons and approaches can be 
replicated.

Generate knowledge to support public pol-
icies that reconcile conservation issues and 
food and nutrition security.



Working together
The SWM activities in Papua New Guinea are coordinated 
by the Wildlife Conservation Society with the national 
Conservation and Environment Protection Authority. They 
are being developed with local indigenous communities 
in Chimbu (Womkama and Danbagl communities), Eastern 
Highlands (Wamuifa) and 
Jiwaka (Kwiop) provinces 
and are supported by the 
provincial and district 
authorities responsible for 
wildlife management and 
animal production. 

The participation and involve-
ment of indigenous commu-
nities is critically important. 
The SWM Programme follows 
a community rights-based ap-
proach, which puts people’s 
rights at the centre of wild-
life management. Before any 
new activity begins, the Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent 
from the local communities is 
sought.
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Where we work
We are working in the Bismarck Forest Corridor, a very 
biodiverse region with many endemic birds and mam-
mals. It is also an area with a high density of people.   

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply 
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status 
of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for 
which there may not yet be full agreement.



Funded by the 
European Union

Supported by National partner

Around the world, overhunting for wild meat is 
threatening hundreds of wildlife species with ex-
tinction. As wildlife populations decline, many rural 
communities and indigenous peoples are being left 
without food and an income. This situation is be-
coming more critical as the demand for wild meat, 
or for cultural materials in the case of PNG, grows in 
towns and cities. 

The Sustainable Wildlife Management (SWM) Pro-
gramme is developing innovative solutions based on 
field projects in thirteen countries. It is a seven-year 
(2018-2024) African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
initiative, which is being funded by the European 
Union with co-funding from the French Facility for 
Global Environment. It is being implemented by a 
dynamic consortium of four partners with expertise 
in wildlife conservation and food security.

SWM Programme

Wildlife Conservation Society
Rohanoka Street, Section 50, Lot 10, Goroka, EHP 441, 

Papua New Guinea
wcspng@wcs.org

www.swm-programme.info

Find out more
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