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1. Introduction

At the 13th Conference of the Parties (COP13) to the Convention on Biolo- 
gical Diversity (CBD), held in December 2016 in Cancun/Mexico, the Parties 
called for the mainstreaming of biodiversity across all agricultural sectors 
and adopted the Cancun Declaration on Mainstreaming the Conservation 
and  Sustainable  Use  of  Biodiversity  for  Well-Being1.  Concurrently,  in  late 
2016, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
offered to act as the Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform2 (the Platform), 
aiming at facilitating the dialogue and the exchange of information between 
governments and other stakeholders in regards to the sustainable use, man-
agement and restoration of biodiversity across agricultural sectors (includ-
ing crop and livestock production, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture). As 
the first major activity of acting as the Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform, 
FAO organized in Rome, Italy, the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue in Biodiversi-
ty Mainstreaming across Agricultural Sectors (the Dialogue), between the 
29th and the 31st of May 2018. The event was co-organized with the CBD 
Secretariat and brought together roughly 250 experts and representatives 
from diverse stakeholder groups. As a follow-up, FAO with the support of the 
Government of Rwanda and in collaboration with the African Union Com-
mission and other partners including the CBD Secretariat, the African Union 
Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Regional Office for Africa is proposing to organize an 
African Regional Dialogue on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across Agricultural 
Sectors (the Regional Dialogue), which will take place from the 4 to the 5 
November 2019 in Kigali, Rwanda. It will be the next in a series of events 
on the topic, following the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue and the High Level 
Regional Dialo- gue on the Integration of Biodiversity in Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries3 (Mexico City, 29-30 October 2018), and the Regional Consul-
tative Meeting on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across Agricultural Sectors4  
(Bangkok, 17-19 July 2019).

1 Available at: https://www.cbd.int/cop/cop-13/
hls/cancun%20declaration-en.pdf  
Accessed in: 07/12/18.  

2 The FAO’s Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform 
Brochure is available at: http://www.fao.org/3/
CA2403EN/ca2403en.pdf. 
Accessed in: 07/12/18

3 More information available at: 
http://www.fao.org/americas/eventos/ver/
en/c/1156040/ 
Accessed 19/06/2019

4 More information available at: http://www.fao.
org/asiapacific/perspectives/climate-change/bio-
diversity-across-agriculture-regional-meeting/en/
Accessed 19/06/2019 

https://www.cbd.int/cop/cop-13/hls/cancun%20declaration-en.pdf 
http://www.fao.org/3/CA2403EN/ca2403en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/americas/eventos/ver/en/c/1156040
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/perspectives/climate-change/biodiversity-across-agriculture-regional-meeting/en/ 
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2. African Regional Multi-Stakeholder 
Dialogue contribution to the African Union 
Agenda 2063

The aim of the Regional Dialogue is 
to mainstream biodiversity across all 
agricultural sectors, in line with re-
gional objectives and priorities, and 
with Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). It is relevant to point out that 
the purpose of the Dialogue matches 
the Africa’s policy framework of the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP). 
Among the seven goals and targets 
of Africa’s policy framework of the 
CAADP, four are closely linked to bio-
diversity and natural resources, as 
well as to those SDGs that are sub-
stantially dependent upon healthy 
and productive ecosystems, namely: 

(a)   a commitment to ending hunger 
by 2025, increasing agricultural pro-
ductivity (SDG 2), 

(b) a commitment to halving pover-
ty, by 2025, through inclusive agri-
cultural growth and transformation 
(SDG 1, 14  and 15), 

(c) a commitment to boosting in-
tra-African trade in agricultural com-
modities and services (SDG 14 and 
15 ), and 

(d) a commitment to enhancing re-
silience in livelihoods and produc-
tion systems to climate variability 
and other shocks (SDG 13, 14 and 
15)5. 
 
The objectives (as defined in the sec-
tion below) and priorities set for this 
Regional Dialogue are in line with 
the African Union Agenda 2063. In 
particular, this agenda plans to de-
velop or enhance “inclusive growth 
and sustainable development”, “a 

strong identity, common heritage 
[...]”, a development which is “peo-
ple-driven, relying on the poten-
tial of African people, especially its 
women and youth” and Africa as 
a “united, resilient and influential 
global player”.⁶

The Region depends on the rich 
biodiversity and the associated tra-
ditional knowledge of the continent 
to both address challenges such as 
climate change, food and nutrition 
insecurity and food safety and to 
support sustainable and resilient 
agriculture production systems. The 
Regional Dialogue will thus offer a 
platform for different stakeholders 
at national, regional, and subregion-
al levels to convene and address 
these issues.

5 Our focus, Natural Resources Governance and 
food Security, Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme, Overview. 

6 African Union, 2019. Agenda 2063: The vision for 
2063, n°6, p.1. 
FAO Strategy on Biodiversity Mainstreaming 
across Agricultural Sectors is built on four main 
pillars, which are also its final goals. The discus-
sion among the working groups during the four 
Cross-thematic Sessions is constructed to be ali-
gned to these goals and to potential elements of 
the Post-2020 Framework. More information here 

https://au.int/en/documents/20141012/key-documents-agenda2063 
http://www.fao.org/3/mz518en/mz518en.pdf
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3. Objectives of Africa’s Regional Dialogue: 

3.1 Main objectives

The main objectives of the Regional 
Dialogue in Africa are:
• To raise awareness of the 
impor- tance of biodiversity main-
streaming across agricultural sec-
tors, including the forthcoming FAO 
Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodi-
versity across Agricultural Sectors, 
and to exchange knowledge, experi-
ences and lessons learned (e.g. such 
as case studies on good practices/
effective measures, policies and 
legislation) on biodi- versity main-
streaming in countries within the 
region, fostering mutual learning 
among different stakehol- ders;

• To identify the roles of differ-
ent stakeholders including the youth 
in mainstreaming biodiversity across 
agricultural sectors and to identify 
gaps, needs and priorities, creating 
synergies in the Region towards bio-
diversity mainstreaming, and reach-
ing consensus on actions to be taken 
at regional and country level.
 

7 FAO Strategy on Biodiversity Mainstreaming 
across Agricultural Sectors is built on four main 
pillars, which are also its final goals. The discus- 
sion among the working groups during the four 
Cross-thematic Sessions is constructed to be ali- 
gned to these goals and to potential elements of 
the Post-2020 Framework.

3.2 Thematic Areas

The African Regional Multi-Stake-
holder Dialogue will provide an op-
portunity for a wide range of stake-
holders to convene and address the 
issue of biodiversity mainstreaming. 
The relevant thematic areas iden-
tified include the relationships be-
tween biodiversity mainstreaming 
with disaster risk reduction, disas-
ter preparedness, climate change 
adaptation and mitigation, preven-
tion and combating desertification, 
genetic resources including seeds, 
plant and animal agrobiodiversity, 
sustainable natural resource use 
& management, restoration, value 
chains, migration, urbanization, gen-
der equality, and poverty alleviation, 
in the context of attaining food secu-
rity and nutrition. 
The Dialogue’s program will give a 
special focus to exploring practices 
and experiences in the Region; dis-
cussing gaps and needs, and policies 
and incentives for mainstreaming 
biodiversity-friendly agricultural 
practices for sustainable and resil-
ient food systems in Africa. The fol-
lowing dimensions will be consid-
ered: (1) Avoidance of biodiversity 
loss/degradation; (2) restoration. 
(3) Diaspora (youth migration), (2) 
family farming, (3) climate change 
adaptation and resilience, (4) food 
security, nutrition and food safety 
(5) the importance of innovation and 
digitalization, (6) new agribusiness 
opportunities related to agricultur-
al production. This may include ap-
proaches and initiatives on sustain-
able fisheries and aquaculture, low 
carbon agriculture, forest and land-
scape restoration (such as the Great 

Green Wall and AFR100), sustain-
able rice production, conservation 
agriculture, agroecology, agroforest-
ry, polycultures, seedbanks, and pro-
tecting pollinators7.
Likewise, the event will share exam-
ples of strategies to value indigenous 
and traditional people’s practices 
– including GIAHS – and projects 
regarding crop production and the 
migratory bird flyway projects, for-
mulated to create balance between 
wildlife habitat and farmers’ liveli-
hoods, among others.  

http://www.fao.org/3/mz518en/mz518en.pdf


©R, Shryock / FAO-WFP - Victorian Batandji plants seeds received from FAO and WFP upon returning to her village after fleeing violence and 
bein displaced for more than a year.

©O, Asselin / FAO - Farmers beat rice to release grains during harvest near the village of Kamangu, Katanga province, Democratic Republic 
of Congo.
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4. Expected Outcomes

Given FAO’s mandate and work on biodiversity mainstreaming, reaffirmed by its governing bodies, the expected 
outcomes from the Regional Dialogue are:

- Learning and common understanding fostered among countries on good practices/effective measures and lessons 
learned to mainstream biodiversity across the agriculture sectors and knowledge and good practices from African 
countries compiled;  

- Dialogue fostered between multiple stakeholders, including Ministries in charge of Agriculture,  Environment, and  
Land Use Planning, , regional organizations, international agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and 
research institutions. Participants made aware of ongoing discussions on the development of FAO’s Biodiversity 
Strategy 

- Recommendations to build a road map for mainstreaming biodiversity across agriculture sectors in Africa. 

©FAO - A woman carries a load of Chinese cabbage as she walks through a field in Kamilombe, near Lubumbashi, Katanga province, Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.



8 Biodiversity Mainstreaming Agricultural Sectors

5. Organization 
Focal Points

The focal points for the organization of the Regional Dialogue will be the following:

• FAO Headquarters, the Climate, Biodiversity, Land and Water Department (CBD): Focal points will be Mr. 
Paulo Lourenço Dias Nunes, global coordinator of the FAO Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform (Paulo.Lourenco-
DiasNunes@fao.org), and Ms. Nelida Ale, coordinator of the African Regional Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue in Main-
streaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors (Nelida.Ale@fao.org).

• FAO Regional Office for Africa (FAO RAF): Mr Ade Freeman, Regional Programme Leader (ade.freeman@
fao.org) and Ms. Nora Berrahmouni, Senior forestry officer/ Climate Change and Biodiversity focal point (FAO RAF) 
(Nora.Berrahmouni@fao.org).

• FAO Country Office in Rwanda: Mr. Gualbert Gbehounou, FAO representative in Rwanda (FAORW) (Gualbert.
Gbehounou@fao.org); Mr. Otto Muhinda (FAORW) (Otto.Muhinda@fao.org). 

©A, Masciarelli / FAO - Farmers weeding early in the morning in a groundnut field near Bossangoa.



6. Dates and venue

7. Contact
FAO Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform: 

Biodiversity-Platform@fao.org 

The Regional Dialogue in Africa will be held 
in Kigali, Rwanda, at Marriott Hotel, 

November 4-5, 2019.
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- FAO Agroecology Knowledge Hub

- FAO Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform
 
- FAO’s Climate, Biodiversity, Land and Water Department

- FAO’s Regional office for Africa

- FAO: The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture

- Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

- CL 163/11 FAO Strategy on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across Agricultural Sectors

- Convention on Biological Diversity CBD 

- The State of Biodiversity in Africa

- FAO’s Global Action on Pollination Services for Sustainable Agriculture

- Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems
 
- High Level Regional Dialogue on the Integration of Biodiversity in the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DRANIBA)

- Incentives for Ecosystem Services

- Indigenous Peoples
 
- Multi-stakeholder Dialogue on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across Agricultural Sectors

- Sustainable Rice Platform
 
- National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) 

Annex: Relevant Links

http://www.fao.org/agroecology/home/en/
http://www.fao.org/biodiversity/mainstreaming-platform/en
http://www.fao.org/about/who-we-are/departments/climate-biodiversity-land-water/en/
http://www.fao.org/africa/en/
http://www.fao.org/cgrfa/assessments/global-assessments/sow/en/
http://www.fao.org/cgrfa/en/
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/programme-committee/pc127/documents/en/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/9944/Biodiversity_Review_AFRICA.pdf?sequence=1&amp;isAllowed=y
http://www.fao.org/pollination/en/
http://www.fao.org/giahs/en/
http://www.fao.org/americas/eventos/ver/es/c/1156454/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/incentives-for-ecosystem-services/en/
http://www.fao.org/indigenous-peoples/en/
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/multi-stakeholder-dialogue-on-biodiversity/en/
http://www.sustainablerice.org/About-Us/
https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/search/default.shtml
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Detailed Agenda day 1.

Registration08:00–09:00

4 November - Monday

Opening Session:

Introduction by Nora Berrahmouni, FAO, Master of Ceremony

• Welcoming remarks by Gualbert Gbehounou, FAO Representative Rwanda

• David Cooper
Deputy Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(video-message)

• Almami Dampha, Representative of the African Union Commission, delivering 
Speech on behalf of H.E. Josefa Sacko, Commissioner for Rural Economy and 
Agriculture, African Union Commission.

• Hon. Géraldine Mukeshimana
Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources, Rwanda

High Level Panel:

• Facilitator: Irene Hoffman, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, FAO

• Hon. Géraldine Mukeshimana
Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources, Rwanda

• Hon. Onyoti Adigo Nyikwec
Minister for Agriculture and Food Security, South Sudan 

• Musa F. Sowe
Second Vice-President, Reseau des Organisations Paysannes et 
producteurs agricoles de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (ROPPA)

• Hon. Elizabeth Nsimadala
Continental President, Pan African Farmers Organization (PAFO)

• Fode Ndiaye
UN Resident Coordinator,  Rwanda

Group Picture 

09:00–10:30

Coffee Break10:30–11:00
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Plenary Session I:
Biodiversity Mainstreaming: The global Agenda

Chair: Hon. Onyoti Adigo Nyikwec, Minister for Agriculture and Food Security, 
South Sudan

• Irene Hoffmann
Secretary, Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture FAO, 
Status of Biodiversity for food and Agriculture

• Siham Drissi
United Nations Environment Program, UNEP
Global Assessment on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, IPBES

• Charles Karangwa
Regional Technical Coordinator and Rwanda Country  Representative, IUCN, 
The Pan-African Action Agenda on ecosystem restoration for increased 
resilience  

• Nora Berrahmouni
Senior Forestry officer, FAO Regional Office for Africa, Mainstreaming biodiver-
sity in Africa’s Restoration Initiatives: The case of the Great Green Wall

Questions and Answers / Discussion  

Reporting back

11:00–12:30

Lunch12:30–13:30
Plenary Session II:
Biodiversity Mainstreaming: 
the experience and contribution of Africa

Chair: Almami Dampha, African Union Commission, AUC 

• Country delegates, sharing their experience in biodiversity mainstreaming 
across agricultural sectors (crop, livestock, forestry, fisheries/aquaculture)  in 
selected African countries. The speakers were selected based on responses to 
the preparatory stocktaking of success stories:

• Camila Di Sousa
Reserach Officer, Agriculture Research Institute of Mozambique (Mozambique)

•Revelian Ngaiza
Policy Advisor & Coordnator for National Youth Agricultural Investments 
Development, Ministry if Agriculture (Tanzania)

• Kossi Essotina Kpemoua
Directeur Scientifique de l’Institut Togolaisde Recherche Agronomique, 
Ministere de l’Agriculture, de la Production animale et Halieutique (Togo)

• Oumar Sanogo
Programme de Gestion Integree de la production et des depredateurs, 
Direction Nationale de l’Agriculture (Mali)

• Firmat Banzi
Principal Agriculture officer, Ministry of Agriculture (Tanzania)

13:30–15:00
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Plenary Session III: 
Introduction to FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming biodiversity across 
agricultural sectors

Chair: Fode Ndiaye, UN Resident Coordinator 

• Irene Hoffmann
FAO, The FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across the Agricultural Sectors
 
Questions and answers

Facilitator: Nora Berrahmouni, FAO

• Roseline Remans
Bioversity International, Consortium of International Agricultural Research 
Centers, CGIAR, Examples of tools and projects to mainstream Biodiversity for 
food and agriculture with public and private sector actors

• Rosalud Delarosa
Consultant, Climate, Biodiversity, Land and Water Department, FAO, 
Current status of the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) 
in Africa

Questions and Answers / Discussion  

15:15–17:00

• Blaise Kadjo
Coordonnateur du Programme national de gestion des ressources naturelles, 
Ministere de la Salubrite et du Developpement Durable (Cote d’Ivoire) 

• Patrick Okori
Eastern & Southern Africa programme, International Crops Reserach institute 
(ICRSAT) and Country Representative (Malawi)

DISCUSSION

Coffee Break15:00–15:15

World Café 

Facilitator: Siham Drissi, UNEP

Mainstreaming Biodiversity across the Agricultural Sectors in Africa, needs and 
gaps at the country level:

1. THE SITUATION IN AFRICA
What are the successful examples of mechanisms or projects that can contribute 
to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture 
and what are the main gaps and/or challenges  that need to be addressed? 

2. POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
What is needed to be done  in terms of  capacity development  or other interven-
tions for  scaling up innovative practices that enhance  biodiversity for sustainable 
production in Agriculture sectors?

Reporting back

15:15–18:00

Reception18:30–20:30
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Detailed Agenda day 2.

5 November - Tuesday

Reporting of the first day/ key take away messages by Isabel Kuehne, FAO 

Cross-Thematic Session A:
Addressing biodiversity loss through innovation across sectors:
the role and contribution of youth to biodiversity mainstreaming

Moderator: Gualbert Gbehounou, FAO 

Panelists:

• Jean Baptiste Hategekimana
Chairman, Rwanda Youth in Agribusiness Forum

• Etienne Niyigaba
Chief Executive Officer of Youth Engagement in Agriculture Network (YEAN)

• Jean Claude Ndayambaje
Youth Leadership Program Manager, Digital Opportunity Trust Rwanda 

Questions and Answers / Discussion 

World Café

Facilitator: Nora Berrahmouni / Isabel Kuehne, FAO

YOUTH AND BIODIVERSITY: HOW TO STRENGHTEN THE NEXUS?
How to attract youth in manstreaming biodiversity in rural and/or urban areas 
(looking at the whole value chains from land/seed to end products/marketing? 
What are the main challenges, opportunities and solutions?

Reporting back

08:30–10:15

Coffee Break10:15–10:30

10:30–13:00 Cross-Thematic Session B: 
Building synergies between nutrition, gender, family farming and biodiversi-
ty mainstreaming interventions

Facilitator: Nora Berrahmouni, FAO

Panelists:

• Siham Drissi
United Nations Environment Program, UNEP

• Musa F. Sowe
The National Coordinating Organization of Farmer Associations in the Gambia
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• Phil Dobie & Athanase Mukuralinda 
(ICRAF) 

• Enoch Warinda
Association for Strenghtneing Agricultural Research in East and Central Africa 
(ASARECA)

• Beth Kaplin
Rwanda Center of Excellency in biodiversity and natural resources management

Questions and Answers / Discussion   

Lunch13:00–14:00

Cross-Thematic Session C: 
Traditional knowledge on sustainable use of biodiversity for food production 
and consumption in Africa 

Facilitator: Nora Berrahmouni, FAO

Panelists:

• Maya Ishizawa 
UNESCO Chair on Nature-Culture Linkages in Heritage Conservation, 
University of Tsukuba, Japan

• Oscar Magenya
Director of Research and Innovation, State Department for crop development 
and Agricultural Research,  Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and 
Irrigation (Kenya) 

• Abdelbagi M. Ismail
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) 

Questions and Answers / Discussion   

14:00–15:30

Cross-Thematic Session D:
Way Forward: to scale-up the African Regional Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue 
on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across Agricultural Sectors

Facilitator: Irene Hoffmann, FAO 

Plenary Discussion 

• What are the main recommendations that we can generate from this dialogue?
• What do we need to do at country and regional levels to scale-up the successful 
examples on mainstreaming Biodiversity, we learned about during this dialogue?
• How can FAO support you? What are the next steps?

15:30–16:30

Coffee Break16:30–17:00

17:00–17:30 Closing remarks and vote of thanks
Gualbert Gbehounou, FAO Representative, Rwanda 
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