
period

January–December 2020

to assist

660 000 people    

FAO requires

USD 17.2 million

It is crucial to provide 
immediate assistance to 
vulnerable households while 
also strengthening their 
resilience to shocks in the 
medium and long term.
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Conflict, floods, drought, locust and epidemics continue to be the main 
drivers of the humanitarian crisis in Mali, which caused the situation to 
further deteriorate in 2019, affecting the livelihoods of populations mainly 
in the regions of Menaka, Mopti, Ségou and Timbuktu.   

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
• Support livelihoods and strengthen community resilience by 

improving access to productive assets and markets to ensure 
availability of and access to food.

• Strengthen the capacities of local and state actors to improve 
monitoring of the situation, preparation, and coordination of the 
response to socio-economic and climatic shocks.

Activities

Improve agricultural production
seeds, tools and vegetable production kits | rehabilitate 
agricultural land | cash-for-work activities for agricultural 
infrastructure rehabilitation | cash+ | set up farmers groups | 
training on management of rehabilitated areas

Enhance livestock production
livestock restocking | animal feed | veterinary kits | rehabilitate 
pastoral wells | cash+ | cash-for-work activities for pasture 
rehabilitation and improvement | training on straw treatment 
techniques and multinutrient block production | establish fodder 
reserves | set up breeder organizations | training on resilient 
breeding practices in the context of climate change 



Situation analysis

Source: Cadre Harmonisé, November 2019. Conforms to UN Mali map, March 2013.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in Mali 
Bamako, Mali | FAO-ML@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Projected acute food insecurity situation (June–August 2020)

1 – Minimal 2 – Stressed 3 – Crisis 4 – Emergency 5 – Famine

Inadequate evidence Not included in the analysis

Cadre Harmonisé phase classification

1.7 million people affected 

by malnutrition, including children 

under five, and pregnant and 

lactating women

1.1 million people projected 

to be in severe acute food insecurity 

199 385 people internally 

displaced

34 700 ha of land in Mopti 

alone were not cultivated during 

the 2019/20 cropping season due to 

various types of shocks 

6.2 million conflict-affected 

people countrywide 

Impact on food security 

Mali is facing a complex humanitarian crisis characterized by 
a volatile security situation along with the effects of natural 
hazards, which are exacerbating populations’ vulnerabilities 
not only in central and northern regions, but now also in 
other areas such as the western regions of Ségou and Kayes. 

In 2019, increased insecurity and climate hazards 
(e.g. insufficient rainfall, floods) – sometimes combined – 
have affected the agriculture-based livelihoods of already 
vulnerable people in certain areas, disrupting agricultural 
activities and leading to significant production declines.
 
Persistent insecurity has caused significant population 
displacements – an average of over 10 000 people 
a month – particularly in Mopti and Ségou regions, 
increasing humanitarian needs and putting pressure on 
host communities’ already limited resources. Fields were 
abandoned thus leading to reduced agricultural production. 

The loss of productive assets and looting linked to violence 
and security incidents have resulted in the disruption of 
markets and of livelihoods for households in affected areas, 
such as in Ménaka and Mopti. Together with limited access 
to food in conflict-affected areas, this is contributing to 
increased levels of food insecurity and malnutrition.

Furthermore, the end of the 2019 rainy season was marked 
by pockets of rainfall deficits, which adversely affected 
sowing and harvesting, as well as pastures. This will lead 
to limited agricultural and livestock production, thus 
adding pressure on local food availability and vulnerable 
households’ access to food. Without additional funding in 
the coming months, vulnerable populations will face serious 
challenges to meet their food and livelihood requirements 
and the country could experience a worsening humanitarian 
situation.
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