
period

January–December 2020

to assist

786 980 people  

FAO requires

USD 29.7 million

As the humanitarian crisis 
persists, sustained agricultural 
support is crucial to enable 
vulnerable households to 
produce their own food and 
increase their income. 
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The Central African Republic has been experiencing a complex 
humanitarian crisis since the outbreak of the armed conflict in 2013. 
Population displacement and violence in an already fragile context have 
seriously affected the food security of vulnerable populations.   

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
• Strengthen the capacities of vulnerable populations to withstand 

shocks that affect their food security and nutrition by providing 
them with livelihood recovery support through improved access to 
productive assets and markets, and by strengthening their resilience 
to food crises.

• Improve monitoring of the humanitarian situation by (i) strengthening 
coordination and governance mechanisms for food security, 
early warning systems and capacity building of communities and 
stakeholders; and (ii) ensuring continued access to information on the 
evolution of the food security situation.

Activities

Improve food production 
crop and vegetable seeds | tools | input trade fairs | small-scale 
livestock support | vaccinations | community-based approaches | 
cash for work | income-generating activities

FAO in the 2020 humanitarian appeals  
The Central African Republic

The Central 
African Republic
Humanitarian  
Response Plan  
2020 
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Impact on food security 

In addition to structural underdevelopment and a 
fragile socio-political situation, the conflict in the 
Central African Republic has significantly affected the 
population, forcing a quarter of Central Africans from their 
homes. Severe shocks persist and have become more 
complex. Despite the signing of the Peace Agreement 
(February 2019) and the subsequent decrease in direct 
confrontations between armed groups, extreme violence 
continued throughout 2019, mainly targeting civilians. 
Murders, kidnappings, extortion, looting, the destruction of 
productive assets and displacements are recorded daily.

Insecurity is limiting access to fields, agropastoral activities 
and markets, which is hampering local food production, 
resulting in poor food availability. The effects of climate 
change and natural hazards – e.g. floods, droughts and plant 
pests – are also adversely affecting people’s livelihoods. 

As vulnerable households’ food stocks are depleted and 
their sources of income weakened, they have resorted to the 
adoption of negative coping mechanisms, such as reducing 
the number of meals per day and selling their assets.  

Even after harvesting (May–August 2020), the number of 
people facing severe acute food insecurity is projected to 
increase to 2.1 million during the lean season if adequate 
assistance is not provided. In 2020, ensuring access to 
essential agricultural inputs, as well as animal health 
support, is crucial for vulnerable households to engage in 
livelihood activities and strengthen their resilience. 

Situation analysis

Source: IPC, November 2019. Conforms to UN Central African Republic map, February 2020.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in the Central African Republic 
Bangui, Central African Republic | FAO-CF@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Acute food insecurity situation (September 2019–April 2020)

1.6 million people in severe 

acute food insecurity

178 000 children will need to be 

treated for global acute malnutrition  

600 000 people internally 

displaced

75% of Central Africans rely on 

agriculture for their livelihoods

The Central African Republic ranks 

188 out of 189 countries 

in the latest Humanitarian 

Development Index
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1 – Minimal 2 – Stressed 3 – Crisis 4 – Emergency 5 – Famine

Inadequate evidence

At least 25 percent of households meet 
25–50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

At least 25 percent of households meet 
over 50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

Not included

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification

IDPs/other settlements classification


