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FAO continues its support to Armenia 
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With FAO, Armenia is learning better 
management of its water resources 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations in collaboration with the Government of Armenia 
organized a two-day technical workshop on 10-11 July in 
Yerevan. Participating water resource management policy 
and statistics specialists learned to meet the challenges 
deriving from the nationalization of the 2030 Agenda. 

The workshop aimed at improving the knowledge of 
methodologies for the evaluation of respective indicators, 
as well as better understanding of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) framework and reporting 
process. It served as a platform for effectively contributing 
to the implementation and monitoring of water resource-
related Sustainable Development Goals at country level. 

Among the participants were representatives from the 
Government of Armenia, Statistical Committee, relevant 
development agencies, civil society organizations and 
academia. 

Responsible management of water resources is essential 
for the efforts and actions needed to ensure sustainable 
and equitable development for all, and a better knowledge 
of water resources and their use is fundamental in order to 
have the instruments for defining and implementing 
appropriate policies. 

Participants held active discussion on water accounts 
practices applied in Armenia and went through the data 
validation and quality assurance of water resource data 
collected and computed by state and non-state 
institutions. 

''Improving water-use efficiency and reducing water stress 
is very important in ensuring water availability for all in the 
future,'' said Riccardo Biancalani, FAO project coordinator. 
''In Armenia, agriculture accounts for about 84 percent of 
water withdrawals, highlighting the importance of 
improved water usage in agriculture essential to alleviate 
water stress in other sectors, and to avoid water scarcity 
other countries had to face recently.'' 

This workshop was part of FAO’s efforts to help Member 
Nations achieve and monitor SDG targets. In particular, it 
is framed by the FAO project helping the Ministry of 
Economy in Sustainable Development Goals 
implementation and monitoring. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• FAO is working with countries to ensure that water use 
in agriculture becomes more efficient, productive, 
equitable and environmentally friendly.

This involves producing more food with less water, 
building resilience of farmer communities to cope with 
floods and droughts, and applying clean water 
technologies that protect the environment. 

• FAO also supports countries to monitor efficiency and 
level of stress of water use, develop their economies, 
and ensure that water resources support ecosystems 
and will still be available for future generations.
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FAO, Armenia collaborate on the 
prevention of grape phylloxera pests 

The International Plant Protection Convention Secretariat, 
housed at FAO headquarters in Rome, in collaboration with 
the Government of Armenia, held a workshop on 24 to 26 
July, as part of an FAO project on the production of grape 
phylloxera-resistant certified planting material. Two days 
in the capital was followed by a field trip to a grape 
collection orchard and mother vineyard in the Armavir 
region. 

The meeting was aimed at helping Armenian national plant 
protection authorities build their capacities to protect the 
country from the impact of quarantine pests, especially in 
the context of grape phylloxera, an aphid originally from 
North America that was accidentally introduced into 
Europe in the mid-1800s. It feeds on the roots and leaves 
of susceptible grapevines. Armenia requested assistance 
from FAO after the pest’s introduction in the Ararat Valley 
in recent years.  

“Tackling the problem presented by the introduction of 
phylloxera is a complex issue that requires the effective 
collaboration of the Armenian government, different 
sectors and partners, including grape producers, 
processors and research institutions,'' said Avetik 
Nersisyan, IPPC senior agricultural officer. 

Nersisyan also highlighted the importance of ensuring the 
sustainability of the FAO project through the state budget. 

Among the workshop participants were representatives 
from the Food Safety Inspectorate of the Republic of 
Armenia, the Ministry of Economy, and from relevant 
development agencies, civil society organizations and 
academic institutions. 

Vineyard in Alashkert community of Armavir region, Armenia 

FAO launched a project in 2017 to support the Government 
of Armenia in the sustainable development of the grape 
industry through technical assistance in the production of 
phylloxera-resistant certified grape-planting materials.  

The workshop aimed to provide an opportunity to review 
the achievements of this project and to facilitate a 
discussion on monitoring the spread of phylloxera and 
other pests in the country. It should serve as a good 

platform for raising awareness among the government and 
other partners on the importance of the problem, helping 
the country take appropriate actions for planting new 
vineyards or replacing the phylloxera-affected fields with 
resistant planting materials. 

Another aim of the workshop was to help participants 
better engage with the global network of governmental 
organizations that are collaborating under the 
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) 
framework to protect the world’s plant resources from 
pests. 

The International Plant Protection Convention is an 
international treaty overseen by FAO that aims to secure 
coordinated, effective action to prevent and control the 
introduction and spread of pests of plants and plant 
products. Armenia has been a signatory to the convention 
since 2006. 

FAO Armenia celebrates the World Food 
Day 

Students of Pushkino secondary school after the WFD celebration, Armenia 

Never had the Pushkino secondary school seen that many 
guests and attention as on 16 October 2019. The students 
and staff were very excited about the FAO the World Food 
Day event the school was hosting. This was the first event 
of the week, followed by a public awareness-raising event 
on 22 October. 

Due to its small size, it was possible to include all the 42 
students and 15 school personnel in a healthy cooking 
competition and other games. The children learned to 
make healthy and vitamin-rich salads using raw fruits and 
vegetables, eggs, which activity aimed at teaching them 
what healthy diet is and about nutritious food and 
ingredients. 

All children received World Food Day thematic gifts that 
would remind them of the day, and the winning teams 
received special prizes, too. 
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World Food Day 2019 marked the 74th anniversary of the 
Organization’s founding. One of the most celebrated days 
in the UN calendar, events, organized by FAO offices, 
governments, local authorities and other partners in up to 
150 countries across the world, call for increased action to 
achieve Zero Hunger. 
 
The Pushkino community in North Armenia is benefiting 
from the Russian-funded FAO project aimed at 
strengthening food security and nutrition in selected 
countries of the Caucasus and Central Asia, including 
Armenia. Selected socially vulnerable families received 
cows and hens to improve their nutrition and social-
economic status. 
 
The World Food Day event in 2019 was supported also by 
another project that targets this region. The "Livestock 
development project is implemented by the “Strategic 
Development Agency” non-governmental organization, co-
financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation, and the Austrian Development Agency. 
 
Emphasizing the importance of the day, the Assistant FAO 
Representative in Armenia Gayane Nasoyan said: “Children 
are the most vulnerable when it comes to the issue of 
healthy eating and nutritious food. From the earliest age 
possible, they should be taught what respect to food is, and 
how to choose between healthy and not healthy foods. 
This is one of the key factors to having a Zero Hunger world. 
Anyway, one alone cannot do it. We have to unite efforts; 
everyone needs to work together to achieve this goal”. 
 
Representatives from FAO, Strategic Development Agency, 
parents and school staff were participating. 
 

 
Students presenting the group work during the public awareness raising event at the 
UN House, Yerevan, Armenia 

The next event was a joint event with the World Food 
Programme, held on 22 October. The event was a public 
awareness raising activity; the audience were the students 
studying journalism.  
 
“We consider the journalists our strategic partners in 
raising public awareness and doing advocacy on healthy 
food and nutrition,” said Zaruhi Beglaryan, the Project 

Coordinator. “They will be covering these issues in the 
future, and it is very important to teach them about the 
importance of actions to be taken towards Zero Hunger, as 
well as to differentiate between reliable and fake news, 
which is very actual nowadays.”  
 
A short presentation on the work of FAO and the 
‘Developing Capacity for Strengthening Food Security and 
Nutrition in Selected Countries of the Caucasus and Central 
Asia' Project was made, as well as information was 
provided about the World Food Day and the theme of the 
year. 
 
The state of food insecurity, hunger and malnutrition were 
also presented, after which the floor was given to a well-
known media person in Armenia, a nutritionist and doctor 
Lidia Ayvazyan. She conducted a lecture on healthy diet, 
nutrition, the challenges of the 21st century in this regard, 
as well as provided some secure sources of information to 
them, where to search for reliable information related to 
healthy diet and nutrition. The students raised several 
questions for discussion, as well as participated in an inter-
active group work.  
 
More than 20 students, colleagues from WFP and UNICEF 
were present. 

 

FAO supports Armenia in handling 
antimicrobials with care 

The series of awareness raising events on antimicrobials 
and their proper use was launched in Yerevan on 15 
November 2019, with a lecture at the Armenian National 
Agrarian University for veterinary students.  
The event was the official opening of the World Antibiotic 
Awareness Week (18-24 November) in Armenia that aims 
to promote careful usage of antimicrobials. 
 
The event was organized under the FAO project on 
reducing the advance of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in 
food and agriculture in six recipient countries, Armenia 
being among them, in partnership with the Food Safety 
Inspectorate of Armenia. 
 
The FAO project coordinator Zaruhi Beglaryan presented 
global data on the subject, which alarms the bell. “More 
than 700 000 human deaths are recorded each year related 
to antimicrobial resistance; 60 000 tons of antibiotics are 
used each year in agriculture around the world, and this is 
not the end of the chain unfortunately,’’ Beglaryan noted. 
“Effective antimicrobials are essential for human and 
animal health, sustainable food systems and food security; 
but overuse of antimicrobials may result in resistance 
which can threaten lives and livelihoods in many 
countries,’’ added Beglaryan.  
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She also presented FAO’s action plan and efforts to combat 
this problem.   
 
The head of the Food Safety Inspectorate, Georgi 
Avetisyan, continued with an interactive part, engaging the 
students into discussion through addressing various 
situational problems, letting students find solutions. It was 
both interesting and important for future professionals. 
 

 
Pesticide quality control laboratory, Yerevan, Armenia 

FAO and the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia 
hosted jointly another important event. The over 100 
participants were representatives from the Ministries of 
Health and Economy, Food Safety Inspectorate, and the 
World Health Organization.   
 
This event was the first in its kind as a good example of 
multispectral cooperation on AMR issues in Armenia 
involving this many partners. 
FAO provided relevant information materials on the 
subject, as well as, held presented its awareness raising 
effort and enhancing the knowledge of farmers related to 
the use of antibiotics in agriculture. 
 
The FAO-Armenian Government collaboration on AMR 
issues has already become a good practice, which speaks 
about the importance of the problem for the country. 
 

FAO helps address land abandonment in 
Armenia 

More than one-third of agricultural land in Armenia is out 
of use. Countering land abandonment is one of the top 
priorities in the country’s agricultural sector.  
An FAO workshop on 27 November 2019 marked the start 
of a project supporting the Ministry of Economy of the 
Republic of Armenia in addressing the problem of 
abandoned agricultural land. 
 
The workshop brought together about 30 representatives 
and specialists from the Ministry of Economy, Cadastre 
Committee, Armenian National Agrarian University, 

extension services, and regional and village 
administrations. 
 
Similar to many countries in Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, the development of rural areas and the economy as a 
whole is challenged by small farm sizes and excessive land 
fragmentation, originating from land reforms in the 1990s. 
In the years after independence, some farms became 
bigger, yet many others began to shrink. As of 2014, almost 
60 percent of holdings had less than one hectare of 
agricultural land. 
 
Based on an analysis conducted earlier, FAO proposed a 
conceptual framework for policy, legal, and institutional-
level measures. This establishment of a new institution, 
called the Land Agency, would then be responsible for 
formulating and implementing land policies and land 
market regulation. 
 
The one-year project will particularly support the 
development of a legal structure to empower the Land 
Agency and enable a land management toolbox. This will 
provide a greater focus and support to the “mediation of 
lease” between landowners and tenants with lease-related 
guarantees. This instrument will be piloted in Armavir 
region in west Armenia. If proved successful, the approach 
will become a model for further replication in the entire 
country. 
 
“The issue of land abandonment is a complex, multi-
dimensional process with interlinked economic, 
environmental, and social factors causing it,” said FAO land 
tenure officer Morten Hartvigsen. “The multiple causality 
of land abandonment requires a coordinated policy 
response between land policy and other related policies, 
like agriculture and economics.” 
 
The cooperation agreement between the Ministry and FAO 
was signed by the Deputy Minister of Economy, Artak 
Kamalyan, and FAO Representative in Armenia, Raimund 
Jehle. 

FAOR in Armenia Raimund Jehle and Deputy Minister of Economy Artak Kamalyan  
at the cooperation agreement signing ceremony, Yerevan, Armenia
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Contact information:  
 
FAO Representation in Armenia 
Governmental bld. 3, 3rd floor, room 362 
Yerevan, Armenia  
FAO-AM@fao.org 
http://www.fao.org/armenia/en/ ©
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FAO provides sound basis for 
sustainable grape production in Armenia 

Viticulture is one of Armenia’s most recognizable and 
valuable national assets. The history of wine growing in 
Armenia dates back over 6 000 years. For the past five 
years, FAO projects have been addressing plant pest 
(phylloxera) issues and laying the groundwork for 
sustainable grape production in Armenia. 
 
Currently, the sector is at a critical phase of its 
development. 
 
Until very recently, Armenia used to be considered 
immune from phylloxera because its climatic conditions 
were not suitable for the insect’s biological cycle. However, 
presently, the Armenia viticulture sector appears to have 
become susceptible, perhaps due to the changes in 
environmental (climatic) conditions that made the country 
more vulnerable to the spread of this pest. In the worst 
case, the phylloxera epidemic will destroy all of Armenia’s 
vineyards just as it did in Europe (most notably in France, 
but also in Italy) in the late nineteenth century. 
 
Strategic quality choices need to be made at both 
processing and primary production levels. At the primary 
production level, farmers suffer from unfavourable 
weather conditions and natural disasters. One of the 
biggest and emerging threats to Armenian farmers is that 
of phylloxera – a soil-borne pest with the potential of 
wiping out entire vineyards. The aphid-like insect, which 
originated in North America, lives in the soil and attacks the 
roots of vines by sacking their sap. 
 
A two-day workshop was held starting on 10 December in 
Yerevan to conclude and showcase the main achievements 
of the projects, including: 
 

• establishment of a vineyard collection with 
around 300 varieties 

• creation of a demonstration vineyard with 
modern technologies for two varieties for training 
purposes 

• development of rootstock vineyards for 
production of phylloxera-resistant grape plantlets 

• establishment of a workstation for grafting with 
modern equipment 

• staff training for grafting and planting materials 
production at all stages 

• elaboration on the national programme for 
phylloxera monitoring in the country; and 

• recommendations for establishment of a 
certification system for phylloxera-resistant 
planting materials. 

 
This is a very serious issue for Armenia because vineyards 
planted with phylloxera-resistant rootstocks do not exceed 
10 percent (in Tavush region). The seriousness of the 
phylloxera threat calls for the restructuring of Armenia’s 
entire viticulture sector. The remedy consists of uprooting 
the self-rooted vine varieties and replacing them with 
Armenian vines grafted on American phylloxera-resistant 
rootstocks.  
 
Armenia requested assistance from FAO after the pest’s 
introduction into the Ararat Valley in recent years. 
 
“FAO projects created good bases for viticulture sector 
development in Armenia and we believe the government 
will take appropriate actions for ensuring sustainably of the 
projects and will expand them,” noted FAO senior 
agriculture officer Avetik Nersisyan, who has overseen the 
projects from the beginning. “The collection vineyards and 
rootstock orchards should be open to all scientists, 
researchers, and producers.” 
 
The projects provided Armenian farmers and extension 
staff with training in the latest methods for the production 
of grape planting materials, as well as modern vineyard 
management, including integrated pest management, use 
of drip irrigation, anti-hail netting, pruning, and other 
techniques. 
 
Among the workshop participants were representatives 
from the Ministry of Economy, the Food Safety 
Inspectorate of the Republic of Armenia, and relevant 
development agencies, civil society organizations, 
academic institutions, and farmers. 
 

 
Grape harvest in Alashkert community of Armavir region, Armenia 
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