
Cameroon remains affected by three major crises, namely the 
Boko Haram insurgency in the Far North, the Central African refugees 
in the eastern part of the country, and the crisis in the North-West 
and South-West regions. All three are significantly affecting people’s 
livelihoods, exacerbating their vulnerabilities and eroding their resilience.  

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
• Restore the livelihoods of vulnerable households and boost their 

means of production, in order to ensure self-reliance and enhance 
food availability.

• Provide timely, coordinated and complementary assistance to 
crisis-affected people, by creating synergies between various sectors, 
particularly regarding nutrition. 

• Advocate for access to protection, and promote and strengthen 
accountability to affected populations.

Activities

Improve access to food 
agricultural, fish and livestock production support | home 
gardening | farmer field schools | income-generating activities | 
cash for work | distribution of small ruminants

Strengthen Food Security Cluster coordination
enhance collaboration with technical ministries and other actors 
from the humanitarian-development-peace nexus at national 
and regional levels
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period

January–December 2020

to assist

120 500 people  

FAO requires

USD 13 million 

It is crucial to provide 
urgent agricultural support 
to populations affected by 
increased insecurity in order 
for them to resume livelihood 
activities.

FAO in the 2020 humanitarian appeals  |  Cameroon
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Impact on food security 

In Cameroon, increased insecurity in the Far North remains 
of concern, along with population displacement and the 
presence of Nigerian refugees in the region who are putting 
pressure on already limited resources. These factors are 
exacerbating populations’ vulnerabilities, resulting in 
severe food insecurity, with 324 000 people projected to be 
facing severe acute food insecurity during the lean season 
(June–August 2020). In addition, the region is affected by 
floods, leading to the loss of crops and disrupting vulnerable 
households’ livelihoods. 

In the North-West and South-West regions, three successive 
years of crisis and ongoing violence have displaced 
450 270 people and continue to limit households’ access 
to fields, leaving the population increasingly dependent 
on humanitarian aid. Moreover, the Adamawa, East and 
North regions are still affected by the Central African refugee 
crisis, which is further increasing the vulnerability of host 
communities, and worsening the levels of food insecurity 

and malnutrition. Households are thus resorting to 
negative coping mechanisms, such as selling livestock and 
abandoning agricultural and agropastoral activities to turn 
to mining.

Humanitarian access remains difficult in remote areas, 
depriving a large number of people of basic amenities and 
food aid. Insecurity in the Far North and blockages by armed 
groups in the North-West and South-West, have forced 
humanitarian actors to suspend some of their activities, 
which has worsened the food security situation of the most 
vulnerable populations.

In 2020, it is crucial to provide emergency agricultural 
assistance to populations in Cameroon, particularly women 
and youth, in order to enable them to resume livelihood 
activities and to strengthen their resilience against 
multiple shocks.

Situation analysis

Source: Cadre Harmonisé, October 2019. Conforms to UN Cameroon map, November 2017.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in Cameroon 
Yaoundé, Cameroon | FAO-CM@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Projected acute food insecurity situation (June–August 2020)

680 000 internally displaced 

people of whom over 66% in the 

North-West and South-West regions 

1.1 million people projected 

to be in severe acute food insecurity

2 in 5 displaced people are 

children under five

1 – Minimal

2 – Stressed

3 – Crisis

4 – Emergency

5 – Famine
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Cadre Harmonisé 
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