
period

January–December 2020

to assist

7.3 million people  

FAO requires

USD 119.5 million

Integrated assistance 
in 2020 will be critical to 
saving lives and livelihoods 
to reduce food insecurity and 
malnutrition levels.
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Five years of unrelenting conflict and a severe economic decline in Yemen 
have deepened humanitarian needs. Millions of Yemenis endure the 
consequences of the protracted conflict amplified by hunger and disease 
outbreaks, which continue to threaten lives and livelihoods.    

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security and Agriculture 
Cluster to:
• Provide emergency agricultural and livestock assistance to help 

restore and protect vulnerable livelihoods.
• Provide livelihood support to vulnerable coastal fishery communities.
• Improve availability of and access to food for the most vulnerable 

populations.
• Promote rural community resilience through the rehabilitation of 

water infrastructure and irrigation systems, and improve use of 
agricultural and livestock assets.

• Ensure equitable access to assistance and protection for the most 
vulnerable populations.

• Strengthen emergency preparedness and response capacity of 
partners, communities and authorities.

• Strengthen surveillance and control of transboundary animal diseases 
to safeguard productive livestock assets.

Activities

Increase agricultural production
agricultural kits | livestock support (restocking, feed, vaccination 
and treatment) | fishery kits | surveillance and control of 
desert locusts

Provide complementary assistance 
cash+ | season-specific cash | cash for work to rehabilitate water 
infrastructure and irrigation systems | water equipment

Enhance livelihood resilience
drip irrigation kits | small agricultural micro-enterprise support | 
agricultural micro-enterprise | value chain support | farmer 
field schools
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Impact on food security 

The prolonged conflict-driven humanitarian crisis in 
Yemen remains the worst in the world, and is unceasingly 
threatening the food security of millions of Yemenis. The 
country’s collapsing economy, import restrictions and 
ongoing insecurity are driving fuel and food prices, proving 
devastating for a population that heavily relies on imports 
for its staple foods. Some 1.2 million people in 29 accessible 
districts are facing severe acute food insecurity.
 
Agriculture, Yemen’s main economic sector, has been 
crippled by the compounded effects of displacements, 
disease outbreaks and diminishing livelihood options. 
Further endangering agricultural livelihoods is the presence 
of pests, such as fall armyworm and desert locust. 
Vulnerable households’ assets are at near collapse and 
their coping mechanisms have almost been exhausted, 
leading to negative and extreme behaviors like selling land, 
productive assets and livestock, which greatly compromise 
food security at the household level.

Disrupted livelihoods and stifled income opportunities 
are increasingly restricting people’s ability to cope with 

diminishing purchasing power, leading to heightened 
vulnerability levels. Urgent actions are needed to restore 
people’s livelihoods, enhance their resilience and ensure 
their household food needs are met.
 
Cash-based interventions will empower communities by 
revitalizing and strengthening local economies, encourage 
trade and production, and create secondary economic 
benefits, while also providing vulnerable households with 
greater choice and control over how they will rebuild their 
lives, thereby helping to restore their dignity as well as their 
livelihoods.
 
Inter-cluster coordination will be key in boosting resilient 
livelihoods for increased impact, recovery and sustainable 
development. Therefore, it is critical to boost local food 
production, increase household incomes and restore or 
replace agricultural assets in areas with high levels of food 
insecurity.

Situation analysis

Source: IPC, July 2019. Conforms to UN Yemen map, January 2004.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in Yemen  
Sana’a, Yemen | FAO-YE@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Acute food insecurity situation (July–September 2019)

15.9 million people in severe 

acute food insecurity 

3.6 million people displaced 

since March 2015
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1 – Minimal 2 – Stressed 3 – Crisis 4 – Emergency 5 – Famine

At least 25 percent of households meet 
25–50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

At least 25 percent of households meet 
over 50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC)

Inadequate evidence Not included Urban settlement


