
period
January–December 2020

to assist
106 800 people  

FAO requires
USD 6.8 million

Affected farmers need support 
to increase agricultural 
production and strengthen 
household assets. Protecting 
livelihoods and investing in 
disaster risk reduction will 
be critical in helping farmers 
reduce vulnerabilities, enhance 
resilience and cope better with 
disasters and other threats to 
their food security. 
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Displacement driven by conflict, inter-communal tensions and exposure 
to natural disasters characterize the humanitarian needs in Myanmar, 
particularly in Chin, Kachin, Rakhine and Shan states where the most 
urgent humanitarian needs are felt. Intensified militarization and 
migration, and escalation of armed conflict increased risks of protection 
violations and sparked new and secondary displacements.  

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:
• Ensure the targeted population has equitable access to sufficient, safe 

and nutritious food through in-kind or cash assistance all year round.
• Enhance the resilience of affected communities to restore, protect and 

improve livelihood opportunities.
• Improve the timeliness, appropriateness and effectiveness of the Food 

Security Sector response through sector analysis and information 
dissemination.

Activities

Rebuild agricultural livelihoods affected by human-induced 
crises and natural disasters
agricultural inputs | livestock and poultry restocking | poultry 
units | animal health services and veterinary supplies | 
animal husbandry | trainings on good agricultural practices | 
aquaculture systems | cash assistance for water management 
and conservation | mother and child cash transfer | energy-saving 
measures and alternative fuel | nutrition awareness | training on 
conflict-sensitive approaches

Support disaster management planning 
disaster risk management systems analysis | early warning 
systems | community-based disaster risk managment | disaster 
risk reduction infrastructure 

Strengthen food security information 
timely and quality analysis | improve coordination mechanisms
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Impact on food security 

Ongoing conflict, inter-communal tensions and recurrent 
climate-related shocks have displaced large numbers of 
people in Chin, Kachin, Rakhine and Shan states. This 
combination of factors is undermining the food security 
and threatening the agricultural productivity of hundreds 
of thousands of people. Physical and economic access 
to markets and livelihood opportunities have also been 
affected. Restoring the livelihoods of affected populations 
and protecting those at risk are key actions to strengthen 
resilience and reduce food insecurity. 

Myanmar is also vulnerable to natural hazards, including 
cyclones, storms, floods and earthquakes. In addition to 
limited investment in disaster risk reduction, much of the 
state’s farmland is poorly adapted to these challenges. 
Promotion of water management and conservation 
practices will help rebuild productive infrastructure, improve 
water storage, rehabilitate agricultural land and reduce the 
impact of potential disasters remain critical. The presence of 

landmines and explosive remnants pose a major protection 
threat to civilians and limits their access to sustainable 
livelihood opportunities, particularly for farmers. 

Populations in need include displaced people, returnees, 
vulnerable people in non-displaced communities and 
host communities. They face reduced access to sufficient, 
safe and nutritious foods and income-generating 
opportunities to cover basic food needs. In the absence 
of well-coordinated and evidence-based food assistance 
and livelihood support, the food security of vulnerable 
populations in Chin, Kachin, Rakhine and Shan states will 
further deteriorate. Limited access to safe and nutritious 
food may result in heightened malnutrition, increased use of 
negative coping strategies and overall deterioration of food 
security. Furthermore, the current inequalities in access to 
food may aggravate growing tensions between vulnerable 
groups. 

Situation analysis

Source: Humanitarian Response Plan, December 2019. Conforms to UN Myanmar map, 2012.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in Myanmar 
Yangon, Myanmar | FAO-MM@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Number of people targeted by state (January–December 2020)

734 203 people food insecure 

273 000 people displaced, of 
whom 69 percent are women 
and children

10 000 returnees 


