
period

January–December 2020

to assist

204 000 people  

FAO requires

USD 9 million

Restoring agriculture 
should be a key component 
of reconstruction efforts. 
Agriculture-driven growth 
has the potential to improve 
food security, increase self-
sufficiency and benefit poor 
populations in both rural and 
urban areas. 

©
 F

AO
/Ir

aq

©
 F

AO
/Ir

aq

Protracted displacement, political uncertainty, insecurity and climate 
disasters are driving humanitarian needs in Iraq, as the country strives 
to rebuild its key sectors. The unpredictable situation is disrupting 
access to basic services, destroying livelihoods and leading to increased 
protection risks.     

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to: 
• Address the critical problems related to living standards of conflict-

affected people with acute needs by expanding access to services.
• Enable self-reliance and minimize negative coping mechanisms of 

displaced populations in and out of camps. 

Activities

Restore agricultural assets
irrigation schemes | cash-for-work activities 

Increase food production
animal fodder | animal health services (vaccination and 
treatment) | agri-food processing and microenterprise 
development | backyard poultry | greenhouses | smallholder 
farming systems 

Strengthen food security coordination
information and early warning systems on food security, 
nutrition and transboundary threats
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Impact on food security 

The last quarter of 2019 saw widespread social unrest and 
violent demonstrations in Iraq, driven by resentment over 
poor public services and lack of employment opportunities. 
The agriculture sector has the potential to drive growth, 
but it is still enduring the effects of conflict. Much of the 
country’s infrastructure remains damaged or destroyed, 
including water systems and irrigation facilities. Value 
chains have also been disrupted, driving transportation and 
production costs. This combination of factors continues to 
threaten political stability, with serious implications on food 
security. 

In 2019, Iraq was able to produce 4.7 million tonnes of 
wheat and 1.5 million tonnes of barley, a significant increase 
compared to the average yearly production. This proved 
the resilience of the agriculture sector amid economic 
constraints and climatic disasters. Livestock production, 
another important component to the sector, is suffering.  
The lack of sufficient animal health services in marginal 
areas and high feed prices are gravely affecting herders, 
forcing many to sell their livestock at distressed prices. 

Pastoral households urgently require support to shelter, 
restock and vaccinate their herds. 

Further threatening the sector and representing a critical 
challenge for farmers is the presence of plant pests and 
diseases. Environmental degradation and climate change 
are significantly affecting Iraq’s biodiversity. Investing 
in effective climate-smart practices and adopting an 
ecosystem approach to improve water use efficiency is 
required.

Lack of alternative livelihoods has been a primary barrier to 
sustainable returns. The provision of livelihood activities will 
contribute to the improvement of food security and promote 
voluntary and sustainable returns. Without these assets 
to fall back on, households could increasingly become 
vulnerable to shocks. Creating employment opportunities is 
critical for displaced and returnee populations that are most 
in need of income, specifically women-headed households 
in camps and marginalized youth. 

Situation analysis

Source: Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020. Conforms to UN World map, February 2019.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in Iraq  
Baghdad, Iraq | FAO-IQ@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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People in need and severity of needs (2020)

920 000 people in severe acute 

food insecurity

1.4 million people internally 

displaced

4.5 million returnees

Location of households most in need (size indicates number of households) 


