
period

January–December 2020

to assist

5.5 million people  

FAO requires

USD 70 million

To strengthen household 
resilience in South Sudan, 
FAO provides assistance to 
prevent famine and improve 
food consumption, dietary 
diversity and coping strategies, 
while enhancing emergency 
food production and reducing 
dependency on food and 
agricultural inputs.
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Despite slight improvements since the signing of the Peace Agreement in 
2018, nearly half the population is estimated to be in severe acute food 
insecurity. This situation is driven primarily by conflict, climate shocks, 
plant pests and livestock diseases, and poor economic and market 
conditions.   

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster to:
• enhance food availability, dietary diversity and coping strategies for 

severely food-insecure households; and 
• strengthen emergency food production through agricultural, livestock 

and fisheries inputs and support.

Activities

Improve agricultural food production
distribute fishing and rapid response livelihood kits as part of an 
integrated response | distribute seeds, tools, vegetable, crop and 
fishing kits for main season and second main planting season | 
input trade fairs (seeds and livestock)

Improve animal health
implement emergency livestock interventions | fodder and feed 
production | training for animal health workers | livestock disease 
surveillance and rapid response

Provide food and nutrition support 
food distribution and unconditional cash/voucher transfers 
for most severely food insecure | supplementary feeding for 
children under five | procure emergency food and livelihood and 
livestock inputs

Coordinate food security and agriculture analysis
coordination of information sharing with partners | food security 
and nutrition analysis | seed security and crop assessments I 
market, rainfall and crop production monitoring 

Strengthen absorptive capacity 
early recovery support along the humanitarian-development-
peace nexus | increase local capacity and preparedness | 
strengthen partners’ ability to deliver and respond | training on 
basic agricultural skills
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Impact on food security 

 An estimated 45 percent of the population of South Sudan 
are currently suffering from severe acute food insecurity 
immediately after the harvest period, a situation driven 
by conflict-related livelihood disruptions, climatic shocks, 
displacement, the economic crisis and prolonged dry spells 
at critical stages of crop growth.

The signing of the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution 
of the Conflict in South Sudan led to relative calm that 
allowed households to resume livelihood activities. This 
resulted in a slight reduction in the number of people in 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food insecurity compared 
to the same period in 2018, however the majority moved to 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3), making 2019 the year with the highest 
number of people ever in Crisis during the harvest period. 
The situation will deteriorate as the country heads into the 
lean season and households start to deplete food stocks. 
The latest IPC analysis projects that 6.5 million people will 
be in Crisis or worse acute food insecurity between May and 
July 2020 – 55 percent of the population. 

Widespread flooding between June and October 2019 was 
an additional cause for concern, seriously impacting crop 

and livestock production and leading to a significant drop in 
food security in certain areas. Of the 37 counties affected by 
floods late last year, 14 are now in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) – 
twelve more than last year. The crisis has disrupted 
livelihoods, restricted household access to food such as fish 
and livestock products, and significantly reduced purchasing 
power particularly for vulnerable households who are highly 
reliant on markets that are overpriced and undersupplied. 

The potential arrival of the desert locust, which is currently 
ravaging the Horn of Africa in the worst infestation in 
25 years, could further threaten the food security of the 
country. South Sudan has not seen an invasion of the pest 
since 1961 and has no collective means to address one.

It is crucial that those in urgent need of assistance can be 
reached before their circumstances deteriorate further, 
threatening the situation particularly in areas likely to 
receive returnees, where access is difficult, or where harvests 
are predicted to be poor.

Situation analysis

Source: IPC, January 2020. Conforms to UN South Sudan map, October 2011.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in the South Sudan  
Juba, South Sudan | FAO-South-Sudan@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Projected acute food insecurity situation (May–July 2020)

6.5 million people projected 

to be in severe acute food insecurity 

(May–July 2020)  

4 million people displaced 

by conflict, of which 1.8 million 

internally  

37% gap in national cereal needs 
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1 – Minimal 2 – Stressed 3 – Crisis 4 – Emergency 5 – Famine

Inadequate evidence

At least 25 percent of households meet 
25–50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

At least 25 percent of households meet 
over 50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

Not included

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC)

Displaced population in camps


