
period

January–December 2020

to assist

49 711 people  

FAO requires

USD 1.99 million

To ensure food security 
and support livelihood 
opportunities, it is critical to 
introduce climate-smart and 
nutrition-sensitive agricultural 
technologies, and develop 
watershed management, 
disaster mitigation and 
reforestation strategies. 
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More than 850 000 Rohingya refugees reside in Cox’s Bazar District, 
including 730 000 refugees who arrived after August 2017, fleeing 
violence in Myanmar. The refugee influx and ensuant deterioration 
of the humanitarian situation have strained affected populations’ 
socio‑economic circumstances.    

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to: 
• Promote portable skills development opportunities for Rohingya 

refugees and enhance the livelihoods and resilience of host 
communities.

• Support social cohesion through enhancement and restoration of 
eco‑systems and natural resources.  

Activities

Support livelihoods to enhance food security and nutrition
household micro-gardening kits | agricultural group production 
support | market linkages | training on nutrition and dietary 
diversity | micro-irrigation and conservation agriculture  |  
livestock inputs and training  |  pond aquaculture inputs and 
training  |  fisheries safey equipment and training 
 
Environmental rehabilitation and disaster risk reduction
landslide and flash flood mitigation measures | nursery 
establishment and reforestation | water management and 
conservation | cash for work | capacity building for resource 
management

FAO in the 2020 humanitarian appeals  |  Bangladesh

Bangladesh
Joint Response Plan  
for Rohingya 
Humanitarian Crisis 2020
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Impact on food security 

Almost three years into the crisis, food insecurity remains 
alarming in Cox’s Bazar. The weight and rate of the 
refugee influx on the livelihoods and natural resource 
base of farming families is a concern. Both refugee and 
host communities continue to adopt negative coping 
mechanisms to meet basic food needs.

The influx has also created an environmental crisis. 
Widespread deforestation is taking place due to the 
collection of firewood as a source of fuel to cook food 
and set up camps. More than 3 200 hectares of forest land 
has been stripped away and more than 2 000 hectares of 
stripped forest area is severely damaged, resulting in an 
enormous threat to wildlife habitats, biodiversity and entire 
ecosystems in the region.

Essential water resources have been depleted and, despite 
improved access to water, contaminated. A ban on deep 
tube wells to protect groundwater reserves is limiting access 
to agricultural water. The considerable pressure on water is 
igniting social unrest in host communities. Families across 
Bangladesh are extremely vulnerable to disasters arising 

from natural hazards, such as flooding due to cyclones and 
monsoon rains. These unfavorable events may prolong 
and worsen food insecurity for both Bangladeshi hosts and 
the Rohingya refugees, which in turn may also exacerbate 
social tensions between the communities. Efforts to 
address the increased vulnerability to landslides and floods 
are critical and play a major role in coordinating host 
community needs. 

The affected population is in dire need of support to 
improve their livelihoods and dietary diversity. Inputs 
and innovative technology support that will develop and 
promote productive and climate-smart technologies will be 
critical in 2020. These efforts will enhance farm profitability 
and household incomes. Capacity building support to 
the public and private extension agents will enhance the 
Government’s efforts to integrate nutrition-sensitive and 
gender‑inclusive agricultural extension services to the 
targeted communities. 

Situation analysis

Source: Joint Government of Bangladesh/UNHCR Population factsheet as of 31 December 2019. Conforms 
to UN Southeast Asia map, March 2012.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
Dhaka, Bangladesh | FAO-BD@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar since 13 March 2020

471 129 people food insecure in 

host communities

854 700 Rohingya refugees in 

Cox’s Bazar

7 220 hectares of land need 

restoration 
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