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2. Northem Afrioa
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As far as Northem Africa was oonoerned, the situation was favourable in Tunisia,
a country supplying information regularly, and relatively favourable also in the Arab 
Republic ot F.gypt where an FMD Institute was being established. Studies conducted 
last year, under the direction of Dr. Bb'hm (FAO expert) in the Abassia (Cairo) laboratory 
showed that the O subtype existing in the Arab Republic of Egypt was the same as 01 
Eu.rope. When sufficient vaccine was available, it. was the intention of the Govemment 
to vaccinate annually all cattle and buffaloes of the Nile delta. 

The Arab Republic of F,gypt was exposed more than other countrie$ in northern Af'rica 
to infection by exotic viruses, especially SATl from the south. 

3. South America

The disease situation and subtype position of some South American countries was
given and appears in Table lb of Appendix I. 

IV. REPORT OF THE �UTIVE COMMI'l'l'EE

l. Activities of the Secretariat

Dr. Iloldrini in introducing the Report of the Executive CoDD11ittee (Appendix V)
emphasized several important points. 

The World Reference Laboratory holds stocks of seed virus including many types 
exotic to Europe; these were available and are listed in Annex I, Appendix Y. 

Visit to Argentina Attention was drawn to the successful outcome of the vaccine 
trials carried out jointly by the Argentinian and Italian authorities. In reply to a 
delegate the Italian representative stated that Italy did not yet import livestock 
from Argentina. Problems involved in such trade were still under consideration. 

Continuing the Secretary informed the Commission of advances by Argentina in the 
prepaoked, partly cooked meat trade and emphasized the fact that the Argentinians 
were now producing substantial quantities of both Frenkel and tissue culture vaccines. 

Referring to his visit to Spain, the Secretary stated that it was gratifying to 
see the substantial progress made in that .country in vaccine production and expressed 
sincere thanks to the Spanish authorities for the cooperation extended to him during 
his visit. He had recoll'lllended that the Central Veterinary Laboratory should become 
increasingly involved in the official testing of vaccine but he recognized that this 
might take some further time because of other pressing veterinary commitments. 

The Spanish delegate reported that his Govemment was now setting up a new Central 
Laboratory for vaccine control. When finished, the Luoam method would be adopted. 
One problem in Spain was the scarcity of unvaccinated bovines for testing purposes and 
investigations might have to be carried out to discover if sheep could be used instead. 
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Many Eastern-European countries were anxious to improve their methods of vaccine 
production and abandon the Waldman method. The Yugoslavian delegate said that his 
country would establish two new.vaccine production plants this year but if there was 
a serious invasion of the disease there might be some difficulty in meeting total 
demands. 

The Hungarian delegate reported that his country hoped to establish a Frenkel 
plant next year. 

The Chairman, in reviewing the work of the Secretariat, felt sure that delegates would 
regret that the World Reference Laboratory did not continue to receive strains from tlie Latin 
American area for typing and subtyping. It was recognized that the Pan-American 
Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center (PARO) was doing very valuable work in this field, but 
unless the World Reference Laboratory continued to receive samples from that Continent 
a serious position would arise because those concerned with the control of foot-and-
mouth disease would be faced with two lists of types and subtypes, one prepared by the 
World Reference Laboratory and the second by the Pan-American Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
Center (PARO), which would not necessarily correspond. 

It was gratifying to know that the Secretary kept closely in touch with the position 
throughout Europe; he·was to be congratulated, as were other workers from Europe, in 
presenting to the world at the Mexican Conference the results of the efforts made in 
F.urope to control the disease. 

2. Report on the XIIIth Conference of the OIE Pennanent Commission on Foot-and-Mouth
Disease

Dr. Brooksby introduced the report following the meeting held in Paris in February
1972. This report appears in.part II, seotion 8 of Appendix v.

In discussing this report the Chainnan raised the important question of the standardi
zation of vaccines. There were many problems involved; should a minimum standard be 
set and should the PD50 policy be adopted? There was a divergence of scientific
opinion. Those who wished to do so might well use the PD;o method as it was a quantitative 
one. 

Dr. Lucam said that this question had been studied at the last session of the OIE 
Pennanent Commission on Foot-and-Mouth Disease. The main problem had been to fix a 
minimum standard of potency and avoid. officially recommending the acceptance of one 
method of testing in preference to another. The 70 percent protection rate could 
be measured by various methods using cattle, mice, guineapigs or sheep. The 
recommendation adopted by OIE left the door open for the selection of a method, provided 
a correlation had previously been established between the method of choice and the 
protection rate obtained in cattle. 

Report of the Research Group 

Dr. van Bekkum introduced and reviewed the conclusions of the meeting held by 
the Research Group at the Federal Research Institute for Animal Virus Diseases, 
Tu.'bingen, Federal Republic of Gennany, from 22-24 October 1971 (part 3 Appendix V). 
Of particular interest was the information from France that 3 ml of a trivalent vaccine 
gave good protection in pigs. Similarly, there was evidence that the Gennan type 
vaccine used in Spain showed promising results in protecting this species. It was 
obvious that the work of vaccination of pigs against foot-and-mouth disease was not yet 
finalized but substantial progress had been made. He drew particular attention 
to sections of the report in which the Research Group had reviewed virus subtypes 
used for vaccine production in Europe. The Group concluded that tbe differences shown 
by the work were not sufficiently important to necessitate changes of strains used 
for the production of vaccine at the present time. 
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The full report of the Tubingen Meeting was distributed to a.11 delegates at the 
Session. 

4. FAO/OIE Working Group on Importation of Beef from countries not entirely
free from virus diseases e�'.-:Jtio fr," E't'.J"0'!'e

The Chainnan, in asking Dr. Nabholz to introduce pa.rt 2, section 7 of the Executive
Committee Report {Appendix V) said that, if it were approved by the Commission, it 
would then go to the annual session of OIE for approval. 

Dr. Nabholz said that he visited Kenya with Dr. Boldrini. The authorities accepted 
that diseases exotic to Eu.rope were present in their country. They were, however, 
going forward with a plan to establish disease-free zones. These would either take 
the form of feedlot operations, fattening zones, quarantine area.a or even farms. Stock 
would go straight from the farm to an abattoir which would be allowed to slaughter meat 
for e:xport only. Thia position was regarded as acceptable and, based on the information 
so obtained, the representatives of the Commission on the Working Group assisted to 
draw up the regulations which the delegates were asked to approve and which appear 
as Annex 2, to Appendix v.

The Dutch delegate asked if it were possible to include a recommendation that 
one or more veterinary officers representing the importing countries be 
pennanently stationed in the e:xporting country. 

Dr. Griffiths replied that in an ad hoc meeting of OAU/FAO/OIE held in Khartoum 
in December 1971, this possibility was discussed (see Annex !II to Appendix V). It 
was felt then that the matter raised by the Dutch Delegation was one which should be 
taken care of under bilateral agreements between importing and exporting countries. 
When countries have established such zones, they may apply to the OIE for an in
apeotion team to give approval. .FAO could help in the establiabroent of such zones 'm!!. 
oould not aasiet in providing a oontinuing inepection. 

In reply to a question from the observers of the Federal Republic of Germany on 
the role played by game species in the spread of nm, Dr. Brooksby stated that whilst 
knowledge was not as good as it should be, considerable data have been accumulated in 
reoent years. It was now known that at least 30 game species were hosts of the virus, 
but only 3 or 4 had been studied in depth. Species of antelopes generally group� 
as "plains game" may not pose such a difficult problem as the buffaloes. 

In reply to a further question from the observer from the Federal Republic of 
Germany the Secretary clarified the position regarding vaccination of animals in 

' 
the fattening areas. Anima)l would be vaccinated upon entry into the feedlots where 
they would remain at least three months before slaughter. They would not be re
vaccinated during the fattening process. 

The Danish delegate recommended the acceptance of the report. He believed 
that the safegua.rde were adequate although they could never be absolutely sure that 
there were no risks involved. The important points seemed to be that the beef for 
export should not contain bone and no offal should be imported • 

.- The delegates accepted the report but the Dutch delegate said that he would 
reserve his position regarding the stationing of a. permanent veterinary representative 
at the country of origin because his delegation to OIE might reopen this question. 
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5. Proposed conditions for importation of beef into Europe from countries where
foot-and-mouth disease is endemic and is caused by viruses not considered
exotic to Europe

The Chairman in introducing the topic said that eradication of foot-and-mouth
disease would be useless if countries continued to import meat containing the virus. 
The proposed conditions for import had been drafted, therefore, to prevent as far as 
possible the re-introduction of foot-and-mouth disease into Europe while allowing 
international trade to continue. 

In reply to the delegate of OU:, who suggested that attention should also be 
paid to the cleanliness and to the hygienic precautions taken by personnel of the meat 
packing plants, the delegate from the United Kingdom stated that a Codex Committee 
considering this point was meeting in London at the present time. It would not be 
correct, in his view, to include in the present proposals recommendations which the 
Codex Committee might make and which would entail a very long and complex document. 

On behalf of the Director of the Animal Production and Health Division, 
Dr. Griffiths told the meeting that there was an increasing gap between beef produced 
and consumed in western Europe. It was estimated that by 1980, only approximately 
one third of the difference between supply and demand could be made good by supplies 
from eastem European countries; the remainder would have to be imported from abroad. 
This emphasized the importance of the matter under discussion. 

Referring to point 4, Appendix VI, the Turkish delegate drew attention of the 
Commission to the fact that in Thrace all ruminants had been vaccinated at least 
once a year for the last 10 yea.rs. 

Following extensive discussions the proposed conditions were approved and appear 
as Appendix VI. 

6. Trade in illegal meat through Free Port Facilities

The Swiss delegate stated that he was very glad to accept the recommendations
which concerned essentially the importation of meat from Africa and he also strongly 
supported the second proposal relating to the importation of meat from countries 
where HID was endemic. 

He wished to take the opportunity to Join in the discussion of both reports 
because he had evidence of a substantial illegal trade in Europe of meat from Africa; 
this was potentially very dangerous. Every action should be taken to ensure that 
legal imports, irrespective of the country of origin, should be facilitated and that 
the illegal trade in meat should be stopped. He wished to report three specific 
instances of illegal importation into his country. 

The first concerned 60 tons of meat from a bonded W'!ll'ehouse in Rotterdam carrying 
a certificate in German certifying that the meat came from a French export abattoir. 
Neither the boxes nor the meat were marked. Subsequently an export stamp was 
illegally obtained from France and false certificates prepared. Enquiries revealed 
that the meat came from Ethiopia, the false certificates were probably prepared in 
Austria and the ultimate destination of the mea.t was Bulgaria. The meat was sent 
back to Rotterdam and the Iletherlands Director of Veterinary Services infonned. 

' 
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JOINT FAO/OAU/OIE CONSUL'rATION 
MEETING ON CONDITIONS FOR 'lHE ESTABLISHMENT 

AND MAINTENANCE OF DISEASE FREE ZONES 

I<bartoum, Sudan, 9 December 1971

ANNEX 3 ( I\PPEN:DIX V) 

The mee-tinB' was informed of the action that has been taken jointly by OIE,/FAO follow
ine the first conference of the permanent OIE Regional Commission for Africa in Dakar in 
1966 and the 15th Session of the FAO Conference held in Rome in 1969. 

A joint FAO/OIE working group was convened in Paris in September 1971 to review the 
criteria governing the importation of beef from countries not entirely free from virus 
diseases exotic for Europe with a view to facilitate inter-regional trade, a.nd in particular 
to re-examine the recommendations made in Brussels in 1960 by a joint meeting of the OIE 
Foot and Mouth Disease Commission a.nd the FAO European Commission for the Control of Fo-:,t 
and Mouth Disease to prevent the introduction of exotic types of Foot and Mouth Disease 
into Europe. 

'llie meeting was informed that the working group reviewed the situation in respect not 
only of Foot and Mouth Disease but also of Rinderpest and its recommendations with ret_;a,rd 
to the creation of disease-free zones with a view to facilitate international trade, were 
described. 

The meetine welcomes the initiative that has been taken by both organizations. 
However, there were certain matters that required clarification. 

Since live rinderpest tissue culture vaccine virus is harmless the meeting considered 
that the use of this vaccine should be permitted within a disease-free zone and that its 
use should not preclude the export of beef derived from the vaccinated animals as lone as 
all the necessary animal heal-th requirements had been met. 

It was felt that a policy which precludes the export of meat derived from animals 
vaccinated with live rinderpest tissue culture vaccine could seriously jeopardise the 
efforts of African countries to eradica.te the disease from the continent. 

Furthermore, the meeting knew of no evidence of ti'a..,amiseion of virulent rinderpest 
virus under natural field conditions through the medii.um of meat derived from vaccinated 
animals. 

Deleea,tes at the meeting also raised the question of the delimitation of disease-free 
zones which extend to national borders, and it was felt that where natural barriers did 
not exist, neighbourin� countries should establish common policies and coordinate their 
efforts so as to mainta,in the disease-free status of the area or areas concerned. 

The meetine noted with satisfaction the efforts made by sub-re,<:;ional or,';8,nizations 
to harmonize health regulations in line with the requirements of the OIE zoo-sanitary code. 

'lbe meeting noted with satisfaction also that the report of the joint FAO/OIE workin� 
group will be reviewed at the OIE General Session in May, 1972, and th�t an ad hoc consulta
tion on disease-free zones will be convened by FAO late in 1972. 

In emphasizin� the importance placed by FAO/oAU and OIE on the subject of disease
free zones, the Joint Secretariat said that countries desirous of obtaining the services of 
FAO experts to advise and assist in the development of such zones could request assistance 
through the procedures which have been established for the provision of technical assistance 
financed under the United Nations Development Programme and other sources of funding. 








































