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Fall armyworm (FAW) is a polyphagous, transboundary pest that has spread across more than
100 countries in less than four years, beyond its native territory in the tropical and subtropical
Americas. Once FAW nds favourable conditions for reproduction, it establishes itself with no
possibility of eradication. It feeds and reproduces on suitable host crops such as maize, sorghum,
millet and many other plants. FAW devastates crops and considerably reduces crop yields if it is
not well controlled; thus, it represents a signi cant threat to food security and the livelihoods

of millions of farmers. In response, in December 2019, FAO launched a bold, transformative and
coordinated Global Action for Fall Armyworm Control, which aims to reduce yield losses caused by
the pest by strengthening national capacities for sustainable management of FAW.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) Director-General Qu Dongyu:

The COVID-19 pandemic isa ecting food
systems and all dimensions of food security
across the world. No country is immune.

We have to ensure that food value chains are
not disrupted and continue to function well
and promote the production and availability of
diversi ed, safe and nutritious food for all.

In March 2020, a global pandemic was declared via lockdowns, travel restrictions, border closures,
in relation to COVID-19, a disease caused by a con nement, curfews or quarantine measures.
transboundary and highly contagious virus that can Some of these actions are a ecting agricultural

be fatal to humans. Governments have taken urgent production activities, including the implementation
actions to control the spread of the virus, such as of the Global Action for Fall Armyworm Control.

restricting the movements of people and materials
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Given the capacity for rapid spread and adaptation
demonstrated by FAW and COVID-19, it is apparent
that a global response is necessary, via joint,
concerted and well-coordinated actions that are not
limited by national borders. These actions, which
must focus on threatened areas, also emphasize
the necessity of changing the way the international
community faces transboundary pests and diseases,
regardless of whether these originate in humans,
crops or livestock. Clearly, a holistic, operative and
inclusive approach must be applied. The Global Action
was conceived with such an approach in mind.

Indeed, this holistic approach is the hallmark of the
One Health initiative spearheaded by FAO, the
World Health Organization (WHO), the World Orga-
nisation for Animal Health (OIE) and other partners
which seeks to expand interdisciplinary collaboration
and communications in all aspects of healthcare for
humans, animals and the environment. It is also one

of the drivers behind FAO s new data-driven Hand-in-
Hand Initiative, which prioritizes actions in countries
where national capacities and international support
are most limited or where operational challenges, in-
cluding natural or human-induced crises, are greatest.

The current situation

In many FAW-a ected countries, pest management
activities have been reduced or even stopped. These
activities include: monitoring for the pest; eld acti-
vities for FAW management; capacity development
initiatives; and distribution and application of pest
management products such as pheromones, biopesti-
cides and, in some cases, chemical insecticides. Yet as
FAW continues to y into new areas, so too must the
Global Action continue FAW control e orts, despite
COVID-19 and its impact.



Through this guidance note, FAO is 0 ering advice
that aims to ensure continued support and coordi-
nated e orts among Member Countries through the
implementation of the Global Action to sustainably

manage FAW.
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Itis very important that anyone whoiso cially
allowed to continue with FAW sustainable
management activities strictly follows COVID-19
measures implemented by the relevant country s
government. It is strongly suggested that face masks
and other protective equipment are provided by
employers and/or governments, as well as training in
the use of that equipment for professionals involved
in the Global Action. Employers should ensure regular
health checks for their employees. Employers and
governments should ensure that any required special
permits for movement are provided. All necessary
measures to protect the health of agricultural

labourers should be taken.

National task forces should establish an emergency
response mechanism to tackle urgent matters

1. Ensure people s safety

2. Enhance capacity for urgent
emergency response

caused by COVID-19 regarding FAW control.

Work plans should be modi ed, and activities
adjusted and adapted to new policies and actions

by governments against COVID-19, to ensure
continuity in the implementation of national FAW
programmes. Coordination and collaboration should
be strengthened at national, regional and global
levels; and necessary supporting policies and enabling
environments developed for the implementation of
the Global Action.

3. Ensure continued monitoring
and early warning

Monitoring and early warning activities are crucial
to identify FAW infestations for immediate action
through early application of solutions to limit yield
losses. While fully respecting national government
measures to control the spread of COVID-19, it is
suggested appropriate actions are taken to ensure
FAW monitoring and early warning. These may
include: reducing the number of monitoring sites,
given potential travel restrictions and quarantine
measures; assigning monitoring tasks to extension
agents living close to the sites; using more remote
monitoring facilities, including the FAW Monitoring
and Early Warning System (FAMEWS) application,
which is also a very valuable educational tool;






