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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

This is the final report of the Seventeenth Session of the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission 
held in Miami, United States of America (USA), from 15 to 18 July 2019. 

The meeting was kindly hosted by the Government of the USA. The meeting received generous support 
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Marine Fisheries Service 
of the Government of the United States of America, the European Union (Member Organization), 
and the Global Environment Facility-funded Caribbean and North Brazil Shelf Large Marine 
Ecosystems (CLME+) Project. The FAO Secretariat to the session consisted of Ms Yvette Diei Ouadi, 
Ms Tracy Philipps, Ms Vera Agostini, Mr Piero Mannini,  Ms Tarub Bahri, and Mr Alejandro Flores. 
Additional support was provided to the Secretariat by Ms Laura Cimo, Ms Rachel O’Malley and 
Ms Carrie Soltanoff from NOAA. Administrative and logistical support was provided by the host 
country (USA) and coordinated by Ms Deirdre Walker-Kramer of the Office of Marine Conservation 
(OES/OMC).

This is the final and approved report of the session, which provides a record of the meeting’s proceedings 
as well as the adopted recommendations, resolutions and the Programme of Work 2019–2020. 

PRÉPARATION DE CE DOCUMENT

Le présent document constitue le rapport final de la dix-septième session de la Commission des pêches 
pour l’Atlantique Centre-Ouest s’est tenue à Miami (États-Unis d’Amérique), du 15 au 18 juillet 2019.

La réunion a été aimablement accueillie par le Gouvernement des États-Unis d’Amérique et elle a 
bénéficié d’un généreux appui du Service national des pêches maritimes de l’Administration nationale 
des océans et de l’atmosphère (NOAA) des États-Unis, de l’Union européenne (Organisation Membre) 
et du Projet relatif aux Grands écosystèmes marins des Caraïbes et du plateau Nord-Brésil (CLME+) 
financé par le Fonds pour l’environnement mondial (FEM. Le Secrétariat de la FAO à la session était 
composé de Mme Yvette Diei Ouadi, Mlle. Tracy Philips, Mme Vera Agostini, M. Piero Mannini, 
Mlle. Tarub Bahri et M. Alejandro Flores. Un soutien additionnel a été apporté au Secretariat par 
Mlle Laura Cimo, Mlle Rachel O’Malley et Mlle Carrie Soltanoff de NOAA Une assistance 
administrative et logistique a été apportée par le pays hôte (États-Unis d’Amérique) et coordonnée par 
Mme Deirdre Walker-Kramer du Bureau de la Conservation Marine (OES/OMC).

Le présent document est le rapport final et approuvé de la session, qui fournit le compte rendu de la 
réunion ainsi que les recommandations, résolutions et programme de travail 2019-2020 qui ont été 
adoptés. 



iv

PREPARACIÓN DE ESTE DOCUMENTO

Esta es el informe final de la decimoséptima reunión de la Comisión de Pesca para el Atlántico Centro- 
Occidental se celebró en Miami, Estados Unidos de América, del 15 al 18 de julio de 2019. 

La reunión fue amablemente organizada por el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos. La reunión recibió el 
generoso apoyo de la Administración Nacional Oceánica y Atmosférica (NOAA) del Servicio de Pesca 
Marina de los Estados Unidos de América, la Unión Europea (Organización Miembro) y el Proyecto de 
los grandes ecosistemas marinos del Caribe y la plataforma del norte de Brasil (CLME+), financiado 
por el Fondo Mundial para el Medio Ambiente. La Secretaría de la FAO para esta reunión, consistió en 
Sra. Yvette Diei Ouadi, Sra. Tracy Phillips, Sra. Vera Agostini, Sr. Piero Mannini, Sra. Tarub Bahri y 
el Sr Alejandro Flores.  El apoyo administrativo y logístico fue facilitado por el país anfitrión (Estados 
Unidos) y estuvo coordinado por la Sra Deirdre Warmer-Kramer de la Oficina de Conservación Marina 
(OES/OMC). 

Este es el informe final aprobado de la reunión y muestra un registro de los procedimientos de la 
reunión así como las recomendaciones adoptadas, resoluciones y Programa de Trabajo 2019-2020. 
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ABSTRACT

The Seventeenth Session of the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission was held in Miami, 
United States of America (USA), from 15 to 18 July 2019. The session was attended by 25 members 
of the Commission. Observers from 20 partner organizations also participated. The Commission 
adopted seven regional fisheries management recommendations respectively on: 1) the conservation 
and management of sharks and rays, 2) the regional plan for the Caribbean spiny lobster (Panulirus 
argus) fishery, 3) the management of shrimp and groundfish resources of the North Brazil-Guianas 
shelf, 4) improved compliance with trade measures for queen conch, 5) queen conch conversion 
factors, 6) the sustainability of fisheries using anchored fish aggregating devices, and 7) sustainable 
management of spawning aggregations and aggregating species. 

The Commission endorsed a 10-year Regional Plan of Action with 28 measures and actions to 
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing in WECAFC 
Member Countries (2019–2029). Three recommendations were adopted in support of this plan, 
that relate to the monitoring and control of transshipment at sea, the application of the technical 
guidelines on methodologies and indicators for the estimation of the magnitude and impact of IUU 
fishing, and the marking of fishing gear. 

The WECAFC members also endorsed the Interim Data Collection and Reference Framework 
(DCRF), together with the regional data access and sharing policies, and the list of main species 
for data collection in the WECAFC area, all important tools aimed at providing decision-makers 
with sufficient and reliable information on data and statistics to develop effective fisheries policies. 

This 17th plenary saw a major breakthrough regarding the transformation process of the 
Commission, which was discussed at the previous Session. It featured WECAFC Members taking 
ownership of the process to chart the way forward in a transparent manner and to research and 
outline what may be the scope, administrative structure and legal considerations of the proposed 
regional fisheries management entity or arrangement. Moving forward in a spirit of trust and 
confidence, they provided a clear roadmap to the WECAFC Secretariat, and agreed to establish an 
Ad Hoc Intersessional Working Group for progressing towards the development of a model for a 
regional fisheries management entity or arrangement in the WECAFC area.

Some resolutions were endorsed to promote regional coordination in fisheries governance and 
improved partnership, notably for the FIRMS partnership, the reporting mechanism within 
WECAFC for the Status of Marine Environment and Associated Economies (SOMEE), the interim 
coordination mechanism for the sustainable management, use and protection of shared living 
marine resources in the CLME+ region and the proposed Permanent Coordination Mechanism and 
associated sustainable financing plan for integrated ocean governance in the wider Caribbean. 

The Commission discussed intersessional activities of Working Groups and regional collaboration 
in addressing IUU fishing, and approved the Programme of Work (2019–2020).

In acknowledging the commendable work of the Secretariat notwithstanding its limited human and 
financial resources, mainly stemming from the declining FAO support to Regional Fisheries Bodies 
(RFBs), the  Commission called on each and every Member to advocate at the national level and 
through Members’ respective diplomatic representations in Rome (FAO Headquarters) for more 
support from the FAO for the WECAFC Secretariat and the work of the Commission. They likewise 
strongly endorsed a recommendation that an agenda item specific to fisheries and aquaculture be 
added to the agenda of the next FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean.
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RÉSUMÉ

La dix-septième session de la Commission des pêches pour l’Atlantique Centre-Ouest s’est tenue 
à Miami (États-Unis d’Amérique) (USA), du 15 au 18 juillet 2019. 25 membres de la Commission 
y ont participé. Des observateurs issus de 20 organisations partenaires étaient également présents. 
La Commission a adopté sept recommandations sur la gestion régionale des pêches, portant 
respectivement sur: 1) la gestion et la conservation des requins et des raies, 2) le Plan régional de 
gestion des pêcheries de langouste des Caraïbes (Panulirus argus), 3) la gestion des ressources en 
crevettes et poissons de fond du plateau Nord-Brésil-Guyanes, 4) le renforcement de l’application 
des mesures relatives au commerce du lambi, 5) les facteurs de conversion du lambi, 6) la durabilité 
des pêches utilisant des dispositifs de concentration du poisson, et 7) la gestion durable des frayères 
et des espèces à forte concentration. 

La Commission a approuvé un Plan d’action régional pour la décennie 2019-2029, contenant 28 mesures 
et actions visant à prévenir, contrecarrer et éliminer la pêche illicite, non déclarée et non réglementée. 
(PAR-INDNR) dans les pays Membres de la COPACO. Trois recommandations ont été adoptées à 
l’appui de ce plan; elles portaient respectivement sur le suivi et le contrôle des transbordements en mer, 
l’application des directives techniques sur les méthodes et les indicateurs permettant d’estimer l’ampleur 
et l’impact de la pêche INDNR, et le marquage des engins de pêche. 

Les membres de la COPACO ont également approuvé le Cadre de référence provisoire pour la 
collecte des données (DCRF), ainsi que les politiques régionales d’accès aux données et de partage 
de l’information et la liste des espèces prioritaires pour la collecte des données dans la zone 
COPACO; tous ces outils sont importants pour fournir aux décideurs des données et des statistiques 
suffisantes et fiables pour élaborer des politiques halieutiques efficaces. 

La dix-septième session plénière a marqué une avancée majeure dans le processus de transformation 
de la Commission, examiné à la session précédente. Les membres de la COPACO ont pris en 
mains le processus pour tracer la voie à suivre de manière transparente et tenter de déterminer 
et de décrire dans les grandes lignes la portée, la structure administrative et les caractéristiques 
juridiques potentielles de l’entité ou de l’arrangement régional de gestion des pêches proposé. 
Allant de l’avant dans un climat de confiance mutuelle, ils ont fourni au Secrétariat de la COPACO 
une feuille de route claire, et sont convenus d’établir un Groupe de travail intersessions ad hoc pour 
progresser dans l’élaboration d’un modèle d’entité ou d’arrangement régional de gestion des pêches 
dans la zone COPACO.

Quelques résolutions ont été approuvées pour promouvoir la coordination régionale en matière 
de gouvernance des pêches et un renforcement des partenariats, notamment en ce qui concerne 
le partenariat FIRMS, le mécanisme d’établissement de rapports sur l’état de l’environnement 
marin et des économies associées (SOMEE) dans la zone COPACO, le mécanisme de coordination 
provisoire en faveur de la gestion, de l’utilisation et de la protection durables des ressources 
biologiques marines partagées dans la région CLME+ et le Mécanisme de coordination permanent 
proposé et son plan de financement durable pour une gouvernance intégrée des océans dans la 
grande région Caraïbe. 

La Commission a examiné les activités intersessions des groupes de travail, discuté de la 
collaboration régionale dans la lutte contre la pêche INDNR, et approuvé le Programme de travail 
2019-2020.
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RESUMEN

La 17.ª reunión de la Comisión de Pesca para el Atlántico Centro- Occidental se celebró en Miami, 
Estados Unidos de América (EE.UU.), del 15 al 18 de julio de 2019. Asistieron a la reunión 
25 miembros de la Comisión. También participaron observadores de 20 organizaciones asociadas. 
La Comisión aprobó siete recomendaciones de gestión pesquera regional,  respectivamente sobre: 
1) la conservación y gestión de los tiburones y rayas, 2) el plan regional para la pesca de la langosta 
del Caribe (Panulirus argus), 3) la gestión de los recursos de camarones y peces demersales 
de la plataforma del Norte Brasil y las Guyanas, 4) mejoras en el cumplimiento de las medidas 
comerciales adoptadas para el caracol rosado, 5) factores de conversión del caracol rosado, 6) la 
sostenibilidad de la pesca mediante dispositivos anclados de concentración de peces, y 7) la gestión 
sostenible de las agregaciones de desove y las agregaciones de especies. 

La Comisión aprobó un Plan regional de acción con 28 medidas y acciones para prevenir, desalentar 
y eliminar la pesca ilegal, no declarada y no reglamentada (indnr) en los países miembros de la 
COPACO (2019-2029). Se adoptaron tres recomendaciones en apoyo de este plan, que se refieren 
al seguimiento y control de los transbordos en el mar, la aplicación de las directrices técnicas sobre 
las metodologías e indicadores para la estimación de la magnitud y el impacto de la pesca INDNR, 
y el marcado de los artes de pesca.

Los miembros de la COPACO también apoyaron el Marco provisional de referencia para la reunión 
de datos (DCRF), junto con las políticas regionales de acceso a e intercambio de datos, y la lista 
de las principales especies para la recopilación de datos en el área de la COPACO, importantes 
instrumentos para proporcionar a los encargados de la toma de decisiones información suficiente y 
fiable de datos y estadísticas para la efectiva elaboración de las políticas pesqueras.

Esta 17ª reunión presenció un importante avance en relación con el proceso de transformación 
de la Comisión, que se había examinado en la reunión anterior. Consistió en que los miembros 
de la COPACO hicieron suyo el proceso de trazar el camino a seguir en forma transparente y de 
investigación y formulación de lo que puede ser el ámbito de acción, la estructura administrativa 
y las consideraciones jurídicas de la entidad o acuerdo regional propuesto de gestión pesquera. 
Con un espíritu de confianza y seguridad, se avanzó con una hoja de ruta clara para la Secretaría 
de la COPACO, y se acordó establecer un grupo de trabajo especial entre reuniones con el fin de 
progresar hacia la elaboración de un modelo de entidad o acuerdo de gestión regional de pesca en 
el área de la COPACO.

Reconnaissant l’excellent travail fourni par le Secrétariat, malgré ses ressources humaines et 
financière limitées principalement en raison du déclin de l’appui de la FAO aux Organes régionaux 
des pêches (ORP), la Commission a exhorté chaque membre à faire une action de plaidoyer au 
niveau national et par l’intermédiaire de leurs représentations diplomatiques respectives à Rome 
(siège de la FAO), afin d’obtenir de la FAO un appui supplémentaire pour le Secrétariat de la 
COPACO et les travaux de la Commission. De la même manière, la Commission a vivement 
approuvé la recommandation d’ajouter un point spécifique sur la pêche et l’aquaculture à l’ordre du 
jour de la prochaine Conférence régionale de la FAO pour l’Amérique latine et Caraïbes. 
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Se aprobaron algunas resoluciones para promover la coordinación regional en la gobernanza de la 
pesca y una mejor asociación, en particular para el Sistema de seguimiento de pesquerías y recursos 
(FIRMS), el mecanismo de presentación de informes dentro de la COPACO para el Estado del 
medio marino y las economías asociadas (SOMEE), el mecanismo de coordinación provisional para 
el desarrollo sostenible, el uso compartido y la protección de los recursos marinos vivos en la región 
del CLME+ y el  Mecanismo permanente de coordinación propuesto con el plan de financiación 
sostenible asociado para la gestión integrada de los océanos en el Gran Caribe. 

La Comisión examinó las actividades entre reuniones de los grupos de trabajo y la colaboración 
regional para afrontar la pesca INDNR, y aprobó el programa de trabajo (2019-2020).

En reconocimiento del encomiable trabajo de la Secretaría a pesar de sus limitados recursos 
humanos y financieros, debido principalmente a la disminución de la asistencia de la FAO a los 
órganos regionales de pesca (ORP), la Comisión instó a todos y cada uno de los Estados a defender 
en el plano nacional y a través de las respectivas representaciones diplomáticas de los miembros en 
Roma (Sede de la FAO) para obtener más apoyo  de la FAO para la Secretaría de la COPACO y los 
trabajos de la Comisión. Asimismo, respaldaron firmemente la recomendación de que se añadiera 
un tema del programa específico para la pesca y la acuicultura en el programa de la próxima 
Conferencia Regional de la FAO para América Latina y el Caribe.
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Opening of the session

1. The seventeenth session of the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission was held in Miami, 
United States of America (USA), from 15 to 18 July 2019. The meeting was kindly hosted by the 
Government of the USA. The meeting received generous support from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Marine Fisheries Service of the Government of the United 
States of America, the European Union (Member Organization), and the Global Environment 
Facility-funded Caribbean and North Brazil Shelf Large Marine Ecosystems (CLME+) Project. 
The meeting was officially opened by Mr Samuel D. Rauch III, Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
with a statement by Ms Vera Agostini, Deputy Director, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, 
FAO, as shown in Annexes D and E respectively. 

Attendance

2. The following 25 Members attended the Session: Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Commonwealth of Dominica, Dominican Republic, European 
Union, France, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Panama, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago and United States of America. The list of participants, including observers and 
other participants is in Annex C.

Election of Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons for the Commission 

3. Mr William Gibbons-Fly, State Department Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Fisheries 
(United States of America) was elected chairperson of the Commission. Mr Edward Jackson Abella 
Executive President of The Instituto Nicaraguense de la Pesca y Acuicultura (INPESCA, Nicaragua) and 
Ms Joyce Leslie, Deputy Chief Fisheries Officer (Barbados) were elected respectively as first and second 
Vice-Chairperson. 

4. The Commission adopted the agenda as shown in Annex A after expressing concern regarding the 
many topics to be addressed. It further acknowledged the need to better streamline the agenda for 
future meetings in consultation with WECAFC members, including by grouping topics thematically 
and ensuring that there were clear places on the agenda to discuss any proposed recommendations 
and resolutions. The list of documents which were placed before the Commission is attached as 
Annex B.

Review of the state of fisheries and aquaculture in the WECAFC Region 

5. The Commission considered the review of the state of fisheries and aquaculture in the WECAFC 
region in document WECAFC/XVII/2019/2. 

6. Members commended this first attempt to provide to a WECAFC session a non-exhaustive 
overview on the fishery and aquaculture sector in the region. 

7. Members considered that future review should include supplementary information such as 
description of WECAFC fishery categories and the status of main fishery resources. In addition, 
social and economic aspects of WECAFC fisheries such as employment data should be included in 
the review, as well as details on fishing operations (fishing effort, catch per unit of effort).

8. The Commission considered that paucity of information on small-scale fisheries most likely 
contributes significantly to underestimation of fish production. The Commission also questioned 
the existing data on aquaculture production given the trends noted in the report. The Commission 
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requested the recreational fisheries sector be given more consideration because of its social and 
economic relevance and that an analysis on aquaculture development to better understand the 
reasons for its proceeding slowly in the region. The Commission also requested that future reviews 
should exclude large pelagic fisheries that fall within the mandate of ICCAT (or at least to present it 
separately), and include information on the fisheries in high seas, while acknowledging that detailed 
information on the latter was scarce.

9. The Commission suggested that topics such as climate change and sargassum influxes are included 
in the future reviews and estimates of IUU fishing be included to the extent possible. Moreover, 
future reviews should attempt to reference relevant policies and instruments that exist in the region. 
It was noted that progress needs to be made on the implementation and enforcement of these 
instruments.

Impacts of climate change, vulnerabilities and adaptation in the Western Central 
Atlantic Fisheries and Aquaculture 

10. The Commission congratulated FAO for the release of the technical paper 627 on impacts of 
climate change on fisheries and aquaculture and commended in particular the work carried out 
by the authors of chapter 9 on the Western Central Atlantic. The publication was welcomed as a 
relevant source of information to inform interventions in the countries and support their efforts in 
coping with climate change.

11. The Commission recognized some gaps in the report. Noting that so far the sargassum influxes have 
not been dealt with adequately in the region, this topic would have deserved more consideration 
in the report, in particular how it relates to the management of fisheries exploiting species such as 
dolphinfish or shrimp.

12. The Commission stressed the importance of analyzing, understanding and addressing climate 
change impacts in a comprehensive and inclusive manner consistent with an ecosystem approach 
to fisheries, taking into account poverty reduction and small-scale fisheries. The Commission 
highlighted the gap in social and economic information and data, and the need for multi- disciplinary 
and transdisciplinary collaboration among relevant institutions in the sub-region, including 
academic institutions. Reference was made to the national coordinating mechanisms supported by 
the CLME+ project with a target of making them operational in 60 percent of the countries by 2020.

13. The inclusion of gender issues in climate-related studies and policies was considered critical. 
However, there is a need for clarifying the complexities of gender-related issues that were qualified 
as going beyond male vs female considerations.

14. While underlining that the inclusion of fisher folk and other stakeholders in decision-making 
process and adaptation planning is essential for climate change adaptation success, the Commission 
recognized the need to strengthen policies, infrastructure building and maintenance, including basic 
infrastructure for low income fishing communities, in order to improve adaptation and resilience to 
climate change. The Commission also noted that adaptation strategies are contextual-based.

15. The Commission recognized the need to explore potential adaptation measures such as sea ranching 
of vulnerable species (e.g., Caribbean spiny lobster,) and limiting production and marketing periods 
in support of stock preservation.

16. The Commission noted that some opportunities can be drawn from climate change impacts. In 
several areas the mangrove growth was observed to be quicker, hence contributing to the restoration 
of coastal habitats. In addition, the influx of sargassum has contributed to the appearance of certain 
species (and life-history stages) into coastal waters with consequent increases in catchability of 
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some species, with varying benefits to fisherfolk depending on the fishery targeted (fishers targeting 
dolphinfish have experienced increased benefits). The Commission also noted the negative 
ecosystem impacts of the sargassum influxes.

17. The Commission noted that there are lessons learned that can be drawn from post disaster 
rehabilitation to refine existing policies and programmes and scale-up to other countries and 
fisheries. Fast response systems to speed up the recovery after extreme events and disasters was 
highlighted as a critical need in the region. It was stressed that institutions responsible for risk 
management need to be involved when addressing climate risks in the fisheries and aquaculture 
sector.

18. The Commission was informed of observations on changes in species composition and catchability 
in their waters and highlighted the need to include observed and projected impacts of climate 
change in fisheries management arrangements. Climate-related challenges to the fisheries sector 
need to be addressed at the national and regional levels and WECAFC is essential in this respect. 
Reference was also made to the need to consider the contribution of the fisheries sector in the 
mitigation of the climate change, as appropriate.

19. The Commission stressed the need for capacity building on climate finance to facilitate access 
to funds such as the Global Environment Funds or Green Climate Funds, building on training 
workshops carried out in the Region (i.e., Barbados 11-12 April 2019). Moreover, the Commission 
noted the importance of including the fisheries sector in Nationally Determined Contributions as a 
fostering element to access funds and further stressed the need for capacity building and guidance 
on this matter.

Main decisions and recommendations of the thirty-third session of COFI and the 
sixteenth session of WECAFC 

20. The Commission took note of the decisions and recommendations of the Thirty-third Session of 
COFI and the Sixteenth Session of WECAFC, set out in WECAFC/XVII/2019/4.

21. The Commission acknowledged the proportion of the number of Parties to the FAO Agreement 
on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing (PSMA), in the WECAFC 
area, one of the highest in the world, stressed the importance of further increasing that number, 
and took note of the decision of Trinidad and Tobago to accede to the PSMA and related efforts by 
Jamaica. The Commission expressed appreciation for the importance of capacity building activities 
conducted by FAO and other WECAFC members for implementation of the PSMA.

22. The Commission commended the launch of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated 
Transport Vessel and Supply Vessels and noted the importance of members submitting their vessel 
information to it.

23. The Commission discussed the limited capacity of many countries in the region to participate in 
increasing numbers of international fora on global ocean processes. The Commission stressed the 
fundamental need for improved coordination both between their various international fora and 
within national delegations (e.g., those with responsibility for fisheries and the environment and 
foreign affairs), to ensure that fisheries and aquaculture expertise and priorities are adequately 
represented within these international fora. In this regard, the Commission underscored the need 
for capacity building and support for attendance of SIDS at these fora. 

24. The Commission highlighted the importance of addressing IUU fishing related issues, including 
with regard to preventing illegal transshipment, and called for the development of guidelines on 
best practices for regulating, monitoring and controlling transshipment in the region
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25. The Commission recommended that a number of ecosystems related emerging subjects such as 
ghost fishing and plastic accumulation in the oceans be incorporated in a future agenda of the 
Commission.

26. The Commission expressed deep appreciation for the call from COFI to FAO to continue 
supporting the transformation process of WECAFC, taking due consideration of the sovereignty of 
coastal States, likewise the discussion on a proposed establishment of a Sub-Committee on fisheries 
management.

27. The Commission noted the divergent views between national fisheries and environmental 
organizations, with subsequent potential conflicts, and made a plea for sectoral engagement to 
improve coordination and cooperation in all areas of common interest within the wider Caribbean 
region, particularly on Biodiversity of ABNJ-related issues. 

28. The Commission noted potentially significant implications for fisheries of the on-going negotiations 
at the UN on a legally binding agreement on BBNJ and called upon Members to ensure full 
engagement of fisheries experts and stakeholders in these negotiations.

29. The Commission was informed of the initiative by OSPESCA on updating of its regional vessel 
registration platform which could be linked to the Global Record

Intersessional activities of working groups and other matters referred to the attention 
of the Commission

30. The Commission considered the intersessional activities of the Working Groups, Commission 
and FAO in the WECAFC region as reported in WECAFC/XVII/2019/5. The Commission 
commended the Secretary for the outstanding achievements, despite the change in the Secretariat, 
and considering the limited resources available. 

31. The Commission expressed deep concern about the FAO’s declining support to its Regional Fisheries 
bodies. To reverse this trend it called on each and every Member to advocate at the national level 
and through Members’ respective diplomatic representations in Rome (FAO Headquarters) for 
more support from the FAO for the WECAFC Secretariat and the work of the Commission.

32. The Commission welcomed the development of a new intersessional process on dolphinfish 
management and thanked NOAA and CFMC for the willingness to support this process. The 
Commission agreed to expand the mandate of the existing Joint Working Group on Flying Fish in 
the Eastern Caribbean to incorporate flying fish, dolphinfish and other pelagic species not managed 
by ICCAT 

33. The Commission discussed the follow up actions for the next intersessional period in light of the 
review of the document presented and requested several improvements in future reporting to allow 
for tracking of fulfillment of the objectives and identification of core work of the Secretariat, 
SAG, WECAFC thematic WGs and other adhoc WGs, versus the more general (global, regional) 
initiatives, as a well a presentation of those activities in a more thematic way. The Commission 
also requested that future reports indicate clearly planned actions that have not been implemented 
according to the Work Programme including a summary of the reasons that did not allow their 
implementation. 

34. The Commission noted the need to review the Terms of Reference of the SAG and to identify 
initiatives for improving its operations. As well, the Commission noted the need to review the 
amended Terms of Reference of selected Working Groups. Due to time constraints the respective 
reviews were not undertaken.
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35. The Commission considered the possibility of ICCAT becoming a part of the Interim Fisheries 
Coordination Mechanism for collaboration in achieving sustainable fisheries.

36. The Commission endorsed the working document WECAFC/XVII/2019/5 report of the intersessional 
activities of the Working Groups, Commission and FAO in the WECAFC region, with some 
amendments/edits noted. 

Report of the eighth, ninth and tenth sessions of the Scientific Advisory Group (SAG) 
of WECAFC

37. The Commission took note of the reports of SAG 8, 9 and 10 and deferred their full endorsement 
pending consideration of each of the proposed recommendations and resolutions contained within 
them under later agenda items. 

38. The Commission commended the work of the SAG and its essential role as a body providing 
scientific advice to the Commission. Nonetheless, it expressed concern that, as the output of the 
Commission’s subsidiary bodies has been steadily increasing and encompassing issues beyond core 
stock management, SAG was being called upon to review and advise upon management, technical, 
and policy issues beyond its purview, such as IUU fishing-related/MCS and measures that relate to 
technical or compliance matters. The Commission recommended a review of the terms of reference 
of SAG to ensure that its composition and duties meshed with the Commission’s current work, and 
stressed, in the meantime, the importance of having experts on relevant issues participate in SAG 
meetings.

39. The Commission welcomed the participation of the Conveners of the respective WECAFC Working 
Groups in SAG meetings and further requested that WECAFC Members are allowed to participate 
in SAG meetings as full Members, rather than as observers. 

40. The Commission requested that in the future recommendations forwarded to the SAG for review 
and by the SAG to the Commission are accompanied with the background of their development 
for ease of contextual understanding. The draft text of any such recommendations should be made 
available to all members prior to meetings of the Commission, separate from the SAG reports, 
and any revisions proposed by SAG to texts originally developed through other subsidiary bodies 
should be clearly indicated on the draft. In addition, the Commission requested the Secretariat to 
ensure that all adopted recommendations and resolutions be made available in a dedicated space 
on the WECAFC website to facilitate tracking, as well as Members’ efforts to implement them and 
identify follow up actions. This could be accomplished through the compilation of a Compendium 
of agreed measures. 

41. The Commission acknowledged the importance of sharing scientific information with fishing 
communities and other stakeholders once analyzed by scientists in order to raise their awareness 
and improve their involvement in fisheries management processes and practices through local 
meetings, fora and publications in the relevant language. It therefore encouraged Members to 
explore the possibility to organize periodic fora to disseminate scientific research findings to fisher 
folk and other stakeholders in a way that is meaningful and easily understood.

42. The Commission strongly endorsed the recommendation of SAG that an agenda item specific to 
fisheries and aquaculture be added to the agenda of the next FAO Regional Conference for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and further recommended that representatives of regional and sub-
regional fisheries bodies be invited to participate.  WECAFC members committed to work with 
their national FAO representatives to raise the profile of WECAFC issues within FAO in support of 
an increased FAO budget aligned with the programme of work of the WECAFC.
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43. The Commission made a strong appeal to countries to engage and advocate for fisheries and 
aquaculture to become one of the regional priorities, at the next FAO Regional Conference for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, which is the highest FAO´s regional governing body. This will 
facilitate improved allocation of resources in support of sustainable management of fisheries.  

44. The Commission expressed concern with pressures to ban parrotfish fisheries, and misconceptions 
related to those fisheries, resulting in specific fisheries management decisions being taken and 
implemented without scientific justification nor consideration of the socio-economic consequences. 
The Commission also expressed concerns on the increasing pressure on sea cucumber.

45. The Commission noted the numerous recommendations and resolutions submitted for review and 
endorsement and expressed support towards dedicated financial efforts to address the activities 
agreed upon and committed by the Commission. 

46. The Commission sought support in collection and dissemination of information and educational 
materials, particularly from and to small-scale and artisanal fisheries, to contribute information to 
an ecosystem approach to fisheries management, among other topics.

47. Shark Advocates International and SeaLife Law representatives welcomed the WECAFC work 
related to sharks and rays and acknowledged the initiatives aimed at bridging the gap between 
national fisheries and environmental authorities in an attempt to foster conservation and 
management. The organization provided an update on the international conservation measures for 
Largetooth Sawfish, Giant Manta Ray and whale shark and called attention on the critical state of 
sawfish species.

48. The Commission discussed, amended as appropriate and adopted the recommendations and resolutions 
listed in the Annex F. These include a recommendation on the conservation and management of 
sharks and rays WECAFC/17/2019/5-6-7 and Recommendation WECAFC/17/2019/21 on the 
sustainability of fisheries using moored fish aggregating devices in the WECAFC area.

49. A recommendation on billfish prepared by the Recreational Fisheries Working Group was not 
adopted. Indeed, billfish species are managed by ICCAT, members noted the economic importance 
of the billfish fisheries and indicated the need to share information and statistics. The draft 
Caribbean Billfish Plan was not formally considered, but further work in this area is contemplated 
in the Programme of Work for 2019-2020. 

Study on the history, facts and development of the RFMOs 

50. A study on the history, facts and development of the RFMOs was presented by FAO. 

Recommendations of the first preparatory meeting for the transformation of WECAFC 
into a RFMO 

51. The Commission welcomed the findings of the study titled “Regional Fishery Management 
Organizations and Advisory Bodies: Activities and Development, 2000 – 2017” as reported in 
document WECAFC/XVII/2019/7 and highlighted its timeliness and potential contribution to the 
important process of WECAFC transitioning from the status of a Regional Fishery Advisory Body 
(RFAB) to a new Regional Fishery Management entity/arrangement.

52. The Commission thanked the Government of Barbados for hosting of the first preparatory meeting 
on WECAFC transformation process and commended the Secretariat for the preparation of the 
summary report of the discussions of the meeting as presented in document WECAFC/XVII/2019/8. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































