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AFRICA (34 countries)
- Burkina Faso

- Burundi

- Cabo Verde

- Cameroon

- Central African Republic
- Chad

- Congo

- Democratic Republic of Congo

- Djibouti
- Eritrea
- Eswatini
- Ethiopia
- Guinea

Source: GIEWS

** Disputed territories and boundaries in conformity with UN maps, see Terminology (page 6)

The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, primarily channeled through economic shocks, are expected to

Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia

Libya
Madagascar
Malawi

cause a deterioration in food insecurity conditions across the globe. While agricultural production has been
comparatively unaffected and supplies of staple foods are reported to be generally ample or stable, income
losses due to the measures implemented to contain the spread of disease and the overall economic downturn
are likely to increase the severity and prevalence of food insecurity. With different degrees, all countries listed
in the following section have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and it must be considered as a factor
that will trigger an increase in the need for humanitarian assistance. It should be noted that the pandemic’s

- Mali

- Mauritania

- Mozambique

- Namibia

- Niger

- Nigeria

- Senegal

- Sierra Leone

- Somalia

- South Sudan

- Sudan

- Uganda

- United Republic of Tanzania
- Zambia

- Zimbabwe

ASIA (8 countries)
- Afghanistan

- Bangladesh

- Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea

- Iraq

- Myanmar

- Pakistan

- Syrian Arab Republic
- Yemen

LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN (2 countries)

- Haiti
- Venezuela

impacts have not yet been systematically captured in the food insecurity estimates, with most in-country
assessments still underway or yet to be conducted. Therefore, the numbers presented in this section do not
comprehensively reflect the prevailing food security situation and are likely to only provide an indlication of
the minimum number of people who are in need of assistance for food. Only where a national food insecurity
estimate has incorporated the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic is it mentioned as a factor in this section.

AFRICA (34 COUNTRIES)

EXCEPTIONAL SHORTFALL IN
AGGREGATE FOOD PRODUCTION/
SUPPLIES

Central African Republic

Conflict, displacements with food supply constraints

e According to the latest Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification (IPC) analysis, the number
of severely food insecure people (IPC Phase 3:
“Crisis” and above) is estimated at 2.4 million
during the lean season (May-August 2020), a
15 percent increase compared to the 2.1 million
forecast prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Kenya

Floods, desert locusts

e About 980 000 people are estimated to be
severely food insecure in the April-July 2020
period, mainly located in northern and eastern

areas as a result of livelihood losses due to floods
in late 2019 and localized damages to crops and
pastures due to desert locusts.

¢ As of May, about 393 000 individuals had been
affected by the floods, which were triggered by
torrential rains since March.

Somalia

Floods, civil insecurity, desert locusts, lingering

impact of consecutive unfavourable rainy seasons

on pastoral livelihoods

e About 2.7 million people are estimated to
be in need of emergency assistance for the
April-June 2020 period. The areas of major
concern are the flood-affected riverine areas,
urban IDP settlements and northwestern Awdal
and Woqooyi Galbeed regions, where the most
vulnerable households are facing IPC Phase 4:
“Emergency” levels of food insecurity.

¢ As of May, floods, which were triggered
by torrential rains in April, affected about
919 000 people.
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Zimbabwe
Below-average cereal harvest, high food
prices

¢ The number of food insecure people was

estimated at 4.3 million in the first half
of 2020.

e The number of food insecure is expected
to remain high and could increase later
in 2020, reflecting the impact of a

consecutive below-average cereal harvest

in 2020 and persisting high food prices;
food availability and access will remain
poor for many households.

WIDESPREAD LACK OF ACCESS

Burundi

Floods, landslides

e About 0.85 million people were
estimated to be severely food insecure
in the June-August 2020 period, mainly
due to livelihood losses caused by floods
and landslides triggered by torrential
rains since March.

Chad

Civil insecurity

e According to the last “Cadre Harmonisé”

analysis, about 1 million people are
estimated to be food insecure between
June and August 2020.

e Nearly 236 500 people remained
internally displaced, almost entirely
on account of the insurgency in the
northeast. In addition, the country hosts
about 470 000 refugees.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Persisting civil insecurity

e About 13.6 million people are estimated
to be severely food insecure, mostly
residing in the areas with a high
concentration of Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) and refugees, including
the eastern provinces of Ituri, North
Kivu and South Kivu, where the security
situation remains precarious and
households face serious food access
constraints.

Djibouti

Consecutive unfavourable rainy seasons

e About 175 000 people were estimated
to be severely food insecure in
January 2020, mainly due to consecutive
unfavourable rainy seasons.

® The regions most affected by food
insecurity were Dikhil and Obock, where
45-50 percent of the population were
acutely food insecure.

As of May, floods, which were triggered
by torrential rains since March, affected
about 110 000 people.

Eritrea
Economic constraints have increased the
population’s vulnerability to food insecurity

Ethiopia
High food prices, floods, desert locusts,
impact of previous droughts

About 8.5 million people were estimated
to be severely food insecure between
February and June 2020, mainly in
eastern agricultural areas and in northern
and southeastern agro-pastoral areas
due to poor 2019 “Karan/Belg/Gu/
Genna” seasonal rains between early
and mid-2019.

As of May, about 219 000 people have
been affected by floods triggered by
torrential rains since March.

Niger
Civil conflict

According to the latest

“Cadre Harmonisé” analysis, about

2 million people in the June-August 2020
period are assessed to be in need of
immediate humanitarian assistance.
Due to the civil conflict in neighbouring
countries, the country hosts 223 000
refugees, of which 162 961 are from
Nigeria and 58 813 from Mali, while an
estimated 265 522 people are internally
displaced.

Nigeria
Persisting conflict in northern areas

According to the latest

“Cadre Harmonisé” analysis, about

7 million people are assessed to need
humanitarian assistance between June
and August 2020.

Over 2.6 million people are estimated to
be internally displaced due to persisting
civil insecurity. The areas inaccessible to
humanitarian interventions are facing the
worst food security conditions.

South Sudan
Severe economic downturn, civil insecurity,
lingering impact of prolonged conflict

Despite sustained humanitarian
assistance, food insecurity still affects
large segments of the population,
driven by insufficient food supplies, an
economic downturn and soaring food
prices.

About 6.48 million people (55 percent
of the total population) are estimated
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to be severely food insecure in the
May-July period. The highest prevalence
of food insecurity is reported in Jonglei
State, the area worst affected by the
floods, where more than 70 percent
of the population are severely food
insecure. In May 2020, the number
of internally displaced people was
estimated at 1.6 million.

e About 12 000 people have been affected
by floods triggered by torrential rains
in May.

SEVERE LOCALIZED FOOD
INSECURITY

Burkina Faso

Civil insecurity in the north

e According to the last “Cadre Harmonisé”
analysis, the number of people in need
of humanitarian assistance is estimated
at 2.1 million for the June-August 2020
period, mainly due to civil insecurity in
the north.

e An estimated 21 000 refugees, most of
them from Mali, are living in the country,
while about 921 500 individuals are
internally displaced.

Cabo Verde

Poor performance of the 2019 agro-pastoral

cropping season

e Based on the latest “Cadre Harmonisé”
analysis, about 10 000 people
(approximately 2 percent of the total
population) are estimated to be in
Phase 3: “Crisis” and above in the
June-August 2020 period.

Cameroon

Civil insecurity

e According to the March 2020
“Cadre Harmonisé” analysis, about
2.6 million people were estimated to
be severely food insecure (Phase 3 or
higher) in the second quarter of 2020.
About 45 percent of the food insecure
population are located in the Northwest
and Southwest Anglophone regions,
where fighting is still ongoing between
the security forces and separatist armed
groups. Increased levels of insecurity
in the Far North Region in March and
April 2020 triggered new population
displacements.

Congo

Influx of refugees, floods

e The country is estimated to host about
20 000 refugees from the Democratic
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Republic of the Congo and about 22 000
refugees from the Central African
Republic. Between October 2019 and
January 2020, heavy rainfall triggered
flooding that affected approximately
170 000 people, including 30 000
refugees from the Central African
Republic and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, in northern and eastern areas.
¢ Host communities face food shortages
and limited livelihood opportunities,
and refugees’ food security is essentially
guaranteed by continued humanitarian
assistance.

Eswatini

Localized shortfalls in production

e In the first quarter of 2020, an estimated
232 000 people were in need of
humanitarian assistance. The expected
upturn in cereal production is likely to
improve food availability, but localized
harvest shortfalls will adversely affect
food insecurity.

Guinea

Localized shortfalls of cereal production

e About 267 000 people are estimated
to need food assistance during the
June-August 2020 period.

Lesotho

Localized shortfalls in production

e Between October 2019 and March 2020,
an estimated 433 000 people required
food assistance. A foreseen upturn in
cereal production in 2020 is likely to
improve conditions, but localized harvest
shortfalls in southern areas will adversely
affect food insecurity in these areas.

Liberia

High food prices

e According to the last “Cadre Harmonisé”
analysis, about 41 000 people were
estimated to be in Phase 3: “Crisis” and
above in the June-August 2020 period.
The country is hosting approximately
8 700 refugees.

Libya

Civil insecurity, political instability, low

oil prices

¢ The total number of people in need
of humanitarian assistance in 2020
was estimated at 0.9 million, of
which 0.34 million require food
assistance. Refugees, asylum seekers
and internally displaced are among
the most vulnerable. The number is
likely to increase as the local currency

depreciates, food prices increase and
opportunities for casual labour decrease.

Madagascar

Reduced harvests in southern areas

e Reflecting the impact of dry weather
conditions in southern regions on
agricultural production, food insecurity is
expected to worsen in 2020.

Malawi

Localized production shortfalls

e The national upturn in cereal production
in 2020 is expected to improve the
overall food security, however, in
southern parts of the country, localized
shortfalls in cereal production are
estimated for a second consecutive year
and this is expected to maintain high
levels of food insecurity in these areas.

Mali

Civil insecurity

e The country is hosting approximately
45 000 refugees, while 251 000 internally
displaced people and 84 000 returnees
rely on humanitarian assistance.

e About 1.3 million people are estimated
to need food assistance between June
and August 2020, according to the most
recent “Cadre Harmonisé” analysis,
mainly as a result of the civil conflict.

Mauritania

Poor performance of the agro-pastoral

cropping season

e According to the last “Cadre Harmonisé”
analysis, about 609 000 people are
assessed to need assistance between
June and August 2020.

e About 63 000 refugees, mostly from
Mali and who require assistance, reside
in the country.

Mozambique

Shortfalls in staple food production

e Cereal production in southern regions is
estimated to be below average in 2020
for a second consecutive year due to
rainfall deficits and this is expected to
maintain a high level of food insecurity in
these areas.

¢ Nationwide, nearly 2 million people were
assessed to be food insecure during the
January-February 2020 period.

Namibia

Shortfalls in agricultural production

¢ An estimated 430 000 people were
already facing IPC Phase 3: “Crisis”
between January and March 2020.
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Although an estimated increase in
agricultural production will improve food
availability, localized production shortfalls
will stress conditions in affected areas.

Senegal

Localized shortfalls in cereal production

e According to the latest “Cadre Harmonisé”
analysis, about 767 000 people are
estimated to need assistance between June
and August 2020.

e An estimated 14 500 refugees, mostly
from Mauritania, are residing in the
country.

Sierra Leone

High food prices

e About 1.3 million people are estimated
to be severely food insecure during the
June-September 2020 period.

Sudan

Conflict, civil insecurity, soaring food prices

e The number of severely food insecure
people was estimated at 9.6 million for
the June-September 2020 period. The
areas most affected by food insecurity
are South Kordofan and Blue Nile State,
and most of the Greater Darfur Region.

Uganda

Localized crop production shortfalls,

refugee influx, floods

e About 500 000 people were estimated
to be severely food insecure in eastern
Teso Region and northeastern Karamoja
Region in early 2019 (latest available
information).

e About 881 000 refugees from
South Sudan and about 415 000
refugees from the Democratic Republic
of the Congo are hosted in camps and
rely on humanitarian assistance.

¢ As of May, about 177 000 people have
been affected by floods triggered by
torrential rains since October 2019.

United Republic of Tanzania

Localized crop production shortfalls

e About 499 000 people are estimated to
be in need of emergency assistance in
the May-September 2020 period, mainly
in northeastern Manyara and Kilimanjaro
regions and in central Dodoma and
Singida regions, where 2019 harvests
were affected by prolonged dry spells
that resulted in significant cereal
production losses.

e As of May, about 31 000 people have
been affected by floods triggered by
torrential rains since March.
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Zambia

Localized production shortfalls, high food

prices

e The upturn in cereal production in 2020
is expected to improve households’ food
availability and ease supply pressures on
maize prices, which had reached record
highs earlier in the year.

* Moreover, in southern parts of the
country, localized production shortfalls
are estimated for a second consecutive
year and this is likely to sustain the high
levels of food insecurity in these areas.

ASIA (8 COUNTRIES)

EXCEPTIONAL SHORTFALL
IN AGGREGATE FOOD
PRODUCTION/SUPPLIES

Syrian Arab Republic

Civil conflict, stagnant economy

* In 2019, there were 7.9 million people
unable to meet their food needs and
a further 1.9 million at risk of food
insecurity. This figure is likely to increase in
2020 as a result of the high food prices,
stagnant wages and limited livelihood
opportunities, amplified by containment
measures introduced to limit the spread of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

e Although some international food
assistance is being provided, Syrian refugees
are also pressuring host communities'
resources in neighbouring countries.

WIDESPREAD LACK OF ACCESS

Democratic People’s Republic of

Korea

Low food consumption levels, poor dietary

diversity, economic downturn

e During the lean season, which stretches
from May to August, a large portion of
the population suffers from low levels of
food consumption and very poor dietary
diversity.

e The economic constraints have increased
the population’s vulnerability to food
insecurity.

Yemen

Conflict, poverty, floods, high food and fuel

prices

e Over 80 percent of the total population,
about 24.3 million people, require some
form of humanitarian assistance. The
Food Security Cluster estimates that
20.1 million people are in need of food

security and agriculture interventions from
June to December 2020, out of which

10 million people are in acute need.
These figures are like to increase with
limited income-earning opportunities and
declines in remittances.

SEVERE LOCALIZED FOOD
INSECURITY

Afghanistan
Civil conflict, population displacement,
stagnant economy

The food security situation worsened

in recent months due to the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic as informal
labour opportunities and remittances
declined. Between April and May 2020,
about 10.9 million people (35 percent
of the population) were estimated to
be in acute food insecurity and required
urgent humanitarian action. These
include arounds 7.4 million people in
IPC Phase 3: “Crisis” and 3.5 million
people in IPC Phase 4: “Emergency”.

Bangladesh

Large numbers of people affected by
Tropical Cyclone Amphan, refugees
continue to put strain on host communities

Tropical Cyclone Amphan, which made
landfall in May 2020, severely affected
the livelihoods of at least 1 million people,
destroyed houses and infrastructure,
including irrigation facilities.

According to the latest figures from
UNHCR (May 2020), about 860 000
Rohingya refugees from Myanmar were
sheltering in Bangladesh, mainly in the
Cox's Bazar District. The large number of
refugees have put a strain on the local
community as well as existing facilities
and services.

Iraq
Civil conflict, low oil prices, stagnant
economy

About 4.1 million people, mostly IDPs and
returnees, are in need of humanitarian
assistance. The number of severely food
insecure people is estimated at about
920 000, while 1.7 million are vulnerable
to food insecurity, mostly IDPs and
returnees, with the majority concentrated
in the governorates of Diyala, Nineveh,
Salah Al-Din, Anbar and Kirkuk.

Myanmar
Conflict in parts of Chin, Kachin, Shan,
Kayin and Rakhine states
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Persistent conflicts in Rakhine, Chin, Kachin,
Kayin and Shan states have triggered
large-scale population displacement
particularly since 2017. As of June 2020, an
estimated 235 000 people, mostly women
and children, are internally displaced, with
the largest share of these IDPs sheltering in
Rakhine and Kachin states.

Pakistan
Population displacement

The country hosts close to 1.4 million
registered and unregistered Afghan
refugees. Most of these people are in
need of humanitarian assistance and are
straining the already limited resources of
the host communities.

Wheat and wheat flour prices, the
country’s main staple, have been at high
levels since the beginning of the year,
constraining access to food.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN (2 COUNTRIES)

WIDESPREAD LACK OF ACCESS

Venezuela
Severe economic crisis

Amid the severe and protracted economic
crisis, the number of refugees and
migrants from the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela is estimated at 5.1 million. They
have settled in neighbouring countries,
including Colombia (1.8 million) and Peru
(829 000). Humanitarian assistance needs
to assist residents in the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela as well as refugees and
migrants in host countries are significant.
According to WFP’s Food Security
Assessment, conducted in the third
quarter of 2019, about 2.3 million people
(8 percent of the total population) are
severely food insecure in the country,
mainly as a result of the high food prices.

SEVERE LOCALIZED FOOD
INSECURITY

Haiti
Prolonged dry spells and high inflation

About 4.1 million people were projected
to be facing severe acute food insecurity
and thus in need of urgent food
assistance in the March-June period

due to the low 2019 cereal production,
coupled with the high food prices and
the economic downturn.
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Terminology

Countries requiring external assistance
for food are expected to lack the resources
to deal with reported critical problems

of food insecurity. Food crises are nearly
always due to a combination of factors but
for the purpose of response planning, it is
important to establish whether the nature
of food crises is predominantly related

to lack of food availability, limited access
to food, or severe but localized problems.
Accordingly, the list of countries requiring
external assistance is organized into three
broad, not mutually exclusive, categories:

e Countries facing an exceptional
shortfall in aggregate food
production/supplies as a result of crop
failure, natural disasters, interruption
of imports, disruption of distribution,
excessive post-harvest losses, or other
supply bottlenecks.

e Countries with widespread lack
of access, where a majority of the
population is considered to be unable
to procure food from local markets, due
to very low incomes, exceptionally high
food prices, or the inability to circulate
within the country.

e Countries with severe localized food
insecurity due to the influx of refugees,
a concentration of internally displaced

persons, or areas with combinations of
crop failure and deep poverty.

* Unfavourable Production Prospects
Countries facing unfavourable crop
production prospects are countries where
forecasts point to a decrease in the

cereal output compared to the five-year
average, as a result of a reduction of

the area planted and/or yields due to
adverse weather conditions, plant pests
and diseases, conflicts and other negative
factors. This list does not include countries
where production declines are mainly
driven by deliberate/predetermined
economic and/or policy decisions

(see Regional Reviews pages):

page 14 (Africa)
page 24 (Asia)

page 31 (Latin America and the Caribbean)

** The boundaries shown and the
designations used on the maps do not
imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning
the legal status of any country, territory,
city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
and boundaries. Dashed lines on the maps
represent approximate border lines for
which there may not yet be full agreement.
Disputed territories and boundaries are in
conformity with UN maps.
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GLOBAL CEREAL OVERVIEW

rainfall and favourable weather forecasts for the

Cereal Supply and Demand Overview'  remainder of the season. This, combined with a
larger-than-initially foreseen wheat acreage, is

Record global cereal production expected to lead to a more pronounced production
forecast boosts stock-to-use ratio to a rebound in 2020, which would mark a significant
twenty-year high turnaround compared to the previous two years
FAQ’s latest forecast for world cereal production in of drought-reduced harvests. Wheat production
2020 has been revised upward by 9.3 million tonnes forecasts have also been raised for India (+2.2 million
in July and now stands at almost 2 790 million tonnes), based on recent official data pointing to
tonnes, with the global output set to surpass the a larger sown area and higher yields, and for the
record high reached in 2019 by as much 3 percent Russian Federation, where conducive weather

(81.3 million tonnes). Global wheat production boosted yield expectations, resulting in higher

is pegged at 761.5 million tonnes, up 3.2 million production prospects (+2 million tonnes). These
tonnes from the earlier projection in June and now increases more than offset a cutback to the European
is at par with last year’s above-average outturn. The Union’s wheat production forecast (-5.5 million

bulk of the monthly increase reflects an upward tonnes) and the United Kingdom (-1.5 million tonnes)
revision to Australia’s wheat production forecast on reduced yield expectations. The forecast of world
(+5.5 million tonnes), mostly resting on improved coarse grains production in 2020 has also been raised
yield prospects underpinned by earlier widespread to 1 519 million tonnes, up 5.7 million tonnes from

Table 1. World cereal production1
(million tonnes)

2019 2020 Change: 2020

2018 estimate forecast over 2019 (%)
1188.3 1199.8 12171 1.4
Far East 1.089.1 1093.4 1107.8 1.3
Near East 65.0 72.6 74.8 2.9
CIS in Asia 34.2 33.8 34.5 1.9
198.0 190.6 192.4 0.9
North Africa 38.0 36.1 33.2 -8.3
West Africa 65.9 65.9 61.8 -6.3
Central Africa o 5.8 81 -0.8
East Africa 56.6 54.1 56.2 3.9
Southern Africa 31.9 28.7 8915 239
42.5 42.1 42.8 1.8
197.4 227.9 228.7 0.4
495.2 478.7 542.1 13.2
497.3 541.5 526.1 2.9
European Union? 294.2 323.8 287.7 -11.2
CIS in Europe 188.0 202.6 204.0 0.7
30.9 27.9 40.7 45.6
2649.6 2708.5 2789.8 3.0
Developing countries 1617.6 1651.5 1672.2 1.2
Developed countries 1032.0 1057.0 1117.7 57
- wheat 761.6 732.4 761.5 4.0
- coarse grains 1436.0 1410.9 1446.2 2.5
- rice (milled) 499.4 506.3 500.8 -1.1

Note: Totals and percentage change computed from unrounded data.
! Includes rice in milled terms.

? Data for the European Union from the year 2020 (including the 2020/21 marketing year) excludes te United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

' Based on the FAQ Cereal Supply and Demand Brief released on 2 July 2020.
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the previous figure of June and 5 percent (73 million
tonnes) from 2019. Larger outputs of barley in
Australia, the European Union and Turkey are mainly
behind the monthly upturn. By a lesser extent, the
forecast of world maize production has also been
lifted since the earlier forecast in June, reflecting
modest increases in the European Union, where
recent rains, following several weeks of dry weather,
benefited crops especially in southern France and
northern Italy. Likewise, Brazil's maize output has
been increased, now slightly exceeding the previous
year’s outturn and marking an all-time high. FAQ’s
global rice production forecast for 2020 is now
pegged at 509.2 million tonnes, up 1.7 percent from
2019 and 400 000 tonnes above June's expectations.
The slight upward revision primarily reflects improved
prospects for South American countries, where
conducive weather raised yield expectations to
all-time highs, promoting a partial output recovery
from last year’s reduced harvest.

The forecast for world cereal utilization in 2020/21
has also been lifted in July, to 2 735 million tonnes,
just over 43 million tonnes (1.6 percent) above the
2019/20 level. The upward revision stems mostly
from an increase in the coarse grains utilization
forecast of nearly 3 million tonnes, driven by an
upturn in feed and industrial uses compared to
earlier expectations. Now forecast at an all-time
high of 1 471 million tonnes, total coarse grains
utilization in 2020/21 is seen up 2.7 percent

(38 million tonnes) from the 2019/20 level, with
the United States of America accounting for almost
40 percent (14.4 million tonnes) of the projected
year-on-year increase and China (mainland)

over 20 percent (9 million tonnes). World rice
utilization is also predicted to reach a fresh peak of
510.4 million tonnes in 2020/21, up 1.6 percent
from 2019/20 based on expanding food use. By
contrast, the 2020/21 global wheat utilization
forecast is pointing to a slight (0.4 percent) decline
from the 2019/20 level, largely on expected loss of
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feed market share to coarse grains as well as lower
industrial use.

FAQ's forecast of world cereal stocks by the close

of the seasons in 2021 has been raised by 2 million
tonnes compared to the figure in June to 929 million
tonnes, representing a robust year-on-year expansion
of 52.3 million tonnes (6 percent). At this level, the
global cereal stock-to-use ratio in 2020/21 would
reach a twenty-year high of 33 percent, highlighting
the comfortable supply prospects in the new season.
Larger wheat supplies owing to improved production
prospects in several countries have led to a further
upward revision to 2020/21 wheat inventories,
raising the 2020/21 forecast to nearly 284 million
tonnes, up almost 9 million tonnes (3.2 percent)
from the opening levels but still below the record
level registered in 2017/18. Most of the year-on-year
expansion is expected in China (mainland) where
stocks are projected to reach a new record of

138 million tones, almost 11 million tonnes higher
than their opening level and more than offsetting
foreseen declines in the European Union and the
United States of America. In comparison to wheat,
coarse grains inventories are forecast to expand

even more significantly in 2020/21, rising by nearly
45 million tonnes (10.8 percent), with large increases
expected for both maize and barley stocks. The bulk
of the anticipated expansion in maize inventories is
concentrated in the United States of America, while
buildups of barley are expected in Australia and the
European Union. World rice stocks at the close of
2020/21 are forecast at 182.2 million tonnes, down
0.7 percent from their opening levels and only little
changed from previous expectations. Much of the
forecast drawdown is expected in China (mainland),
where a large 2020 crop is nonetheless seen keeping
inventories at abundant levels. This, combined with
expected reductions in Bangladesh and Indonesia,
will likely more than offset a third consecutive
annual increase in stockpiles held by the major rice
exporters.
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FAQ's latest forecast for world trade in cereals in
2020/21 stands at 435 million tonnes, representing
an increase of 9 million tonnes (2.1 percent) from
the 2019/20 volume and a new record high. At
almost 209 million tonnes, trade in coarse grains
in 2020/21 (July/June) is forecast to increase by
2.4 percent from the 2019/20 estimated level,
supported by expectations of stronger import
demand for sorghum by China (mainland). World
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high of 178.7 million tonnes, up 1.5 million tonnes
(just under 1 percent) from 2019/20, based on
anticipated larger export supplies, particularly

on expectations of strong production recoveries

in Australia and Canada, more than offsetting

the reduced export availabilities foreseen in the
European Union and Ukraine. A revival in African
import demand is expected to drive up rice trade
in 2021 (calendar year) to 47.6 million tonnes, up

wheat trade in 2020/21 is forecast at an all-time 6 percent from 2020 and marking a three-year high.

Table 2. Basic facts of world cereal situation
(million tonnes)

2019/20 2020/21 Change: 2020/21

2018/19 estimate forecast over 2019/20 (%)
Production’ 2649.6 27085 2789.8 30
Developing countries 1617.6 1651.5 1672.2 1.2
Developed countries 1032.0 1057.0 1117.7 57
Trade® 410.4 426.0 435.1 2.1
Developing countries 144.3 160.4 156.7 2.3
Developed countries 266.1 265.6 278.4 4.8
Utilization 2678.0 26922 27354 1.6
Developing countries 1817.2 1827.6 1863.1 1.9
Developed countries 860.8 864.6 872.4 0.9
Per caput cereal food use (kg per year) 149.5 149.6 149.8 0.1
Stocks® 870.0 876.6 928.9 6.0
Developing countries 678.9 690.2 699.5 1.3
Developed countries 191.1 186.4 229.5 23.1
World stock-to-use ratio (%) 32.3 32.0 33.0 3.0

Note: Tofals and percentage change computed from unrounded data.
" Data refer fo calendar year of the firstyear shown and includes rice in milled terms.

? For wheatand coarse grains, frade refers to exports based on July/June markefing season. For rice, trade refers to exports based on the
calendar year of the second year shown.

* Data are based on an aggregate of carryovers level atthe end of national crop years and, therefore, do not representworld stock levels atany
pointin fime.
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LOW-INCOME FOOD-DEFICIT COUNTRIES'
FOOD SITUATION OVERVIEW?

Table 3. Basic facts of Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDCs) Produc_tlon in Low-Income Foo_d-Def|C|t
cereal situation Countries (LIFDCs) forecast to increase

(million tonnes, rice in milled basis) in 2,020
FAQ's forecast for the aggregate cereal output
2019/20 2020/21 Change: 2020/21 of LIFDCs in 2020 stands at 492.7 million
2018/19  estimate  forecast over 2019/20 (%)  tonnes, 6.4 percent above the average and, if it

Cereal production’ 478.1 486.1 492.7 1.4 materialises, would mark a fifth consecutive annual
excluding India 254.9 259.8 261.5 0.7 production increase.
Utilization 516.8 526.9 540.7 26 o S
Food use 3912 298.2 4073 23 l? S?u;rlirn Afrm?, |||mp.roved p:reapltatloln s!nfcellthe
excluding India 2220 226.9 229.8 13 start OTthe year, Toflowing early seasonal rainta
deficits, revived crop conditions and resulted in
Per caput cereal food use (kg per year) 151.7 152.1 153.1 0.7 .
: ‘ an above-average aggregate harvest in 2020. In
excluding India 154.4 154.4 153.1 -0.8 . . . .
oo s o o 0 Zimbabwe, however, despite a modest increase in
o . ‘ ‘ ' ' ' production, the harvest is still estimated to remain
excluding India 2 41.1 4.8 42.5 i below average for a second consecutive year,
End of season stocks 105.8 111.5 111.7 0.2 due to poor rains throughout the season as well
excluding India 98.5 56.1 95.6 -0.9 as economic difficulties that hindered farmers’
" Data refer to calendar year of he firstyear shown. access to agricultural inputs. Estimated production
? May notequal the diflerence between supply and uflizaion because of difierences in individual country markefing years shortfalls in southern Mozambique and southern

Madagascar, due to floods and dryness, are also
foreseen to keep production at near-average levels
in 2020. In East Africa, harvesting of the main
season cereal crops is underway or about to start.
Although the risks associated with desert locusts
remain present, particularly in parts of Somalia,
Kenya and Ethiopia, where abundant rains from
March to May created conducive conditions to
the formation of new swarms, large-scale control

Table 4. Cereal production1 of LIFDCs
(million tonnes)

5-year 2019 2020 Change: 2020 . .

average o ra— over2019(%)  operations have helped to contain the outbreak and
Africa (37 countries) 104.8 109.5 1101 06 mir?imise damages on crops and pastures. In West
Em———— oy oy s e Africa, planting of the main coarse grains and paddy
Southem Africa 9.9 10.2 10.8 55
West Africa 36.6 39.4 37.4 -5.1
Central Africa 5.7 5.7 57 0.8
Asia (11 countries) 357.2 375.5 381.4 1.6
CIS in Asia 10.7 11.1 10.5 4.8
Far East 337.7 353.8 360.4 1.9

India 252.4 265.9 272.3 2.4
Near East 8.7 10.6 10.4 -1.4
Central America and the
Caribbean (2 countries) 1 1 "2 7
Oceania (1 country) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
2The inclusion of a country in the Low-Income Food-Deficit

LIFDCs (51 countries) 463.1 486.1 492.7 1.4

Countries (LIFDCs) group is based on three criteria: 1) the
level of the annual per capita Gross National Income (GNI);
2) the net food trade position; and 3) self exclusion (when
countries that meet the first two criteria request to be
excluded from the category). The current (2018) list of the
LIFDCs includes 51 countries, one less than in the previous
list but with some changes. For full details see: www.fao.
org/countryprofiles/lifdc

Note: Tofals and percentage change computed from unrounded data. The five-year average refers o the 2015-2019 period.

1 L ;
Includes rice in milled terms.
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crops, to be harvested from October, is underway.
Although aggregate production among in West
African LIFDCs is preliminarily forecast to remain
above average in 2020, a small yearly decrease is
expected. In Central Africa, production is anticipated
to remain unchanged at a near-average level as
conflicts in several countries, including the main
producers, Cameroon and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, continue limit growth in agricultural
production.

In Asia, aggregate cereal production is anticipated
well above the average, mainly reflecting an all-time
high wheat harvest in India, the largest cereal
producer among the LIFDCs, and a slight increase in
maize and wheat production in Bangladesh. Similarly,
in the Syrian Arab Republic, the cereal harvest

is expected to increase for a second consecutive

year as improved security conditions, coupled with
favourable weather conditions, helped farmers attain
higher yields and maintain a near-average sown area
but remain well below pre-crisis average.

Table 5. Cereal imports of LIFDCs
(thousand tonnes)
2018/19 or 2019

Actual imports

Africa (37 countries) 27132
East Africa 11070
Southern Africa 2652
West Africa 10719
Central Africa 2692
Asia (11 countries) 40 885
CIS in Asia 4910
Far East 24 553
Near East 11422
CentraI.Amerlca and 1425
the Caribbean (2 countries)

Oceania (1 country) 62
LIFDC (51 countries) 69 503

Note: Totals computed from unrounded data.

#2
JULY 2020

Import requirements increase in 2020/21,
driven by large needs in several African
and Asian LIFDCs

Despite an increase in the aggregate output in
2020, the cereal import requirement for LIFDCs

in the 2020/21 marketing year is estimated at

73.3 million tonnes, up 3.9 million tonnes on

a yearly basis and about 5.5 percent above the
five-year average.

Large import requirements are estimated in West
Africa, reflecting early indications pointing to
production declines in several countries. Other
significant increases in import requirements are
estimated in the Sudan, following a reduced harvest
in 2019 that caused a significant drawdown of
national stocks, and in Zimbabwe, reflecting a second
consecutive below-average harvest and low domestic
stocks. Import needs are also forecast to increase

in some Asian countries, notably in Afghanistan

and Nepal, reflecting foreseen production declines

in 2020.

2019/20 or 2020 2020/21 or 2021
Import of which Import of which
forecast food aid requirement’ food aid
28 907 1168 31232 1159
11 850 818 12 312 818
3106 20 3538 14
11 347 174 12 664 170
2604 156 2718 156
39 041 1038 40 576 1022
4 826 0 5035 0
24 709 218 25430 202
9 507 820 10 112 820
1447 10 1472 10
62 0 62 0
69 457 2216 73 342 2191

"The import requirementis the difierence between ufilization (food, feed, other uses, exports plus closing stocks) and domestic availability (production plus opening stocks).
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SPECIAL FEATURE - Regional roundups of COVID-19 impacts

North Africa

Reports from the countries indicate that the main
agricultural activities have not been disrupted by the
implementation of COVID-19 containment measures.
However, faced with the lockdown, consumers resorted
to stockpiling food, leading to a sudden spike in demand
that pressured supplies and prices. Countries responded
by restricting exports and facilitating imports in order to
bolster food supplies, as well as increasing the capacity
of food processing factories to meet the heightened
demand in retail markets; for example, in Algeria wheat
mills operated for extended hours. As basic foods are
subsidized in most countries, the increase in demand did
not, however, trigger significant increases in food prices
in general. However, prices of fresh foods rose steeply,
particularly in countries that rely on imports, such as Libya, where land crossings with Tunisia were not systematically
opened to allow for cargo traffic. The pandemic-induced economic slowdown is also expected to result in the loss
of jobs and incomes particularly for casual labourers, which would curtail households’ purchasing power. Despite
government measures to offset income losses (for example in Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt through cash transfers),
the most vulnerable segments of the population, including pensioners, informal and temporary workers, are likely to
experience food access constraints.
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West Africa

The COVID-19 pandemic has already and is anticipated to continue to affect the overall food security situation for
the rest of 2020. The containment measures through quarantine and movement restrictions have reduced access
to income-earning activities, limiting households’ incomes and by extension diminishing purchasing power. Despite
the widespread impact of the pandemic, market supplies of coarse grains have remained generally sufficient, partly
reflecting two years of good domestic harvests. Nonetheless, disruptions to trade flows continued to be reported in
the areas affected by conflicts and the containment measures are further limiting market availabilities in these areas,
exerting added upward pressure on food prices. With plantings of the main season crops mostly complete, field reports
indicated that access to inputs and labour were impacted by the COVID-19 restrictive measures especially in Nigeria,
Senegal and Chad. This is expected to have curbed plantings and adversely impact crop yields, as well as pastoralists’
livelihoods.

Central Africa

The implementation of border control procedures has reportedly hampered food trade in the subregion. These measures
are reported to have negatively impacted households’ livelihoods and agricultural activities, due to the impeded
movements of workers to fields and markets, and consequently affected households’ incomes, especially in the informal
sector in urban areas. The restricted movement of food goods has also caused price increases that, combined with
lower income-earning opportunities, have constrained access to food of the most vulnerable households.

East Africa

The lockdown measures caused localized price increases and reduced the availability of agricultural inputs in some
areas due to trade disruptions, whilst also causing a reduction in employment opportunities and, therefore, incomes. In
rural areas, the comparatively lower reliance on market supplies for food has limited the adverse effects on food access
due to income losses, while food availability is anticipated to improve with the upcoming 2020 main season harvests.
By contrast, in urban areas, where market-dependant poor households mainly rely on daily wages from casual labour
activities the lockdown measures severely curtailed job opportunities and consequently led to a worsening of the food
security situation. For example, in Somalia, according to the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNAU) and
FEWS NET, incomes among the poor urban households and IDPs is estimated to have declined by 20-30 percent since
April, due to reductions in casual labour opportunities and wages, petty trade and remittances. The significant decline in
incomes, in conjunction with sharply rising prices of staple cereals between March and May in the capital, Mogadishu,
is resulting in widening food consumption gaps for the most vulnerable urban households. Despite the recent phasing
out of some restrictive measures in most countries of the subregion, the food security situation of the urban poor is not
expected to improve in the short term as the restoration of economic activities is likely to be slow.

Southern Africa

The containment measures have so far had generally limited impacts on agricultural production, with the 2020 main
cereal harvest virtually complete and estimated at a bumper level. The designation of food production as an essential
service allowed entities in the food supply chain to continue to operate during the lockdowns. However, the imposition
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of stricter sanitary measures impaired the movement of goods, including agricultural inputs, which could delay winter
cropping activities, as has been reported in Lesotho. The mitigation measures have also disrupted the functioning of
the informal food sector, with several countries banning street vendors, an important source of food supplies for many
vulnerable and low-income households, particularly in urban areas. In addition, job losses are expected to be widespread
due to the pandemic-induced economic slowdowns and consequently households are anticipated to suffer significant
income reductions, lowering their ability to purchase food. As a result, and despite the positive impact of large harvests
this year, food insecurity across the subregion is likely to worsen in 2020 compared to the already high levels of the
previous year.

Most countries implemented lockdown measures between early March and April, in some cases up to the end of May.
Reports from the countries indicated that there were no major disruptions to harvesting operations as agricultural
activities were authorized to continue in order to ensure adequate food availability. The pandemic has, however,
lowered income-earning opportunities reflecting the adverse effects of the containment measures, with farmers often
reporting impaired access to output markets, while opportunities for casual labourers have been reduced. In addition,
remittances have fallen, representing an important loss of finance for vulnerable households. An additional negative
impact has been the spike in prices of rice that reached record or near-record levels in several countries, following a
surge in demand and COVID-19-related market disruptions. The high prices, combined with lower incomes, curtailed
access to food for poor households. To counter the adverse effects on prices for consumers, a number of market
interventions were implemented, including, for example, the establishment of a new maximum retail price for rice in
Sri Lanka. Governments also took steps to guarantee adequate domestic supplies by imposing export restrictions, as
was the case in Viet Nam and Cambodia. While other governments sought to bolster stocks through increased imports.

Despite some COVID-19 containment measures restricting the movement of people and closing non-essential businesses,
no major disruptions in agricultural activities were reported across the subregion. The resilience capacities of the countries
affected by conflicts have been significantly eroded and are, therefore, likely not to have access to the resources needed
to overcome the pandemic and revive the economy. Although only some localized supply shortages of foods have been
reported particularly in countries challenged by conflicts, high prices have severely limited households' access to food.
Amid curfews and movement restrictions, consumers increased their food purchases to secure supplies, while in some
countries the containment measures led to bottlenecks in the supply chains, particularly for fresh fruits and vegetables,
further pressuring prices. However, not all food price increases were attributable to the pandemic, in many cases weak
domestic currencies as well as seasonal increases during Ramadan pushed prices higher. The lockdown measures and
closure of non-essential businesses have also resulted in employment and income losses, particularly in consideration
that a large share of the labour force is employed in the informal sector. The pandemic has also affected the distribution
of humanitarian aid in the most vulnerable countries, which is expected to further aggravate food security conditions.

At the start of the COVID-19 outbreak, most governments implemented trade and non-trade policies to stabilize
domestic supplies of staple foods and avert price increases. Export limitations were introduced in Armenia, Kazakhstan
(subsequently removed), Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, while in Georgia and Uzbekistan the governments introduced specific
measures to facilitate food imports. In addition, the governments of Georgia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan established
price ceilings on food staples. Despite these measures, domestic prices of wheat and potatoes recorded sharp increases
particularly in April, amid stronger consumer demand due to concerns over the effects of the pandemic.

Although some delays in logistics services were reported at the initial stage of the pandemic, there has been a
comparatively limited impact on farming activities, as agricultural production and commercial activities along the
food supply chain were exempt from the COVID-19 containment measures. To support agricultural activities, several
governments provided financial and in-kind support to farmers. Regarding markets, prices of rice in South America
and beans in Central America increased sharply in the
March-May period, reflecting an increase in domestic
demand and a slowdown in farm sales. As a response
to the upsurge, some countries temporarily banned
exports of a number of agricultural products to secure
national supplies and reduced import tariffs to zero to
boost domestic availabilities. The pandemic has also
curbed incomes reflecting a reduction in remittances,
restrictions on cross-border movements, that lowered
income-earning opportunities and, more broadly, a
generally increase in job losses particularly in the informal
sector. These factors have negatively impacted food
security, notably through a deterioration in households’
capability to access food.
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REGIONAL REVIEWS

AFRICA

NORTH AFRICA
Rice: Planting

Small grains: Harvesting

WEST AFRICA

Coastal countries

Coarse grains: Reproductive

Rice (main season):
Reproductive

Sahel

Coarse grains: Planting

Rice (main season): 1
Planting L]

CENTRAL AFRICA

Northern parts

Maize (main season): Harvesting
Millet: Planting

Rice: Planting

Sorghum: Planting \

Democratic Republic of Congo
Maize (main season): Planting
Millet: Reproductive

Sorghum: Reproductive

Unfavourable 2020 production prospects*
Morocco: Adverse weather conditions

Somalia: Floods and pest infestations

*[** See Terminology (page 6)

Africa Production Overview

Aggregate cereal production in Africa is forecast at 206 million tonnes in
2020, 4 percent above the five-year average and broadly unchanged on a
yearly basis. The above-average outturn reflects a bumper maize harvest in
Southern Africa and favourable production prospects in East Africa, where
large-scale control operations have largely mitigated the impact of the
desert locust outbreaks on crops and pastures. However, serious concerns
still remain for rural livelihoods in parts of Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia
due to the formation of new swarms of locusts. In West Africa, early
production prospects point to an above-average output in 2020 mainly
reflecting favourable weather conditions and average to above-average
plantings.

In North Africa, cereal production is expected to fall to a below-average
level, reflecting significant production declines in Morocco and Tunisia due
to dry weather conditions. In Central Africa, production is anticipated to
remain unchanged at a near-average level, as conflicts in several countries
continue to limit growth in agricultural production.

Note: Situation as of June
== == Sybregional borders
Territories/boundaries**

EAST AFRICA

Ethiopia

Belg grains (minor): Maturing

Meher grains (main season):
Planting

South Sudan, Sudan
Coarse grains: Planting

Uganda, United Republic of

Tanzania

Cereals (main season):
Harvesting

Kenya, Somalia

Cereals (main season):
Reproductive to maturing

Burundi, Rwanda

Second season: Harvesting

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Summer cereals (main season):
Harvesting

Winter cereals (secondary season):
Planting

Source: GIEWS
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NORTH AFRICA

Below-average 2020 cereal
harvest expected

In Egypt, Libya and Morocco, harvesting
of the 2020 winter wheat crop generally
concludes in June, while it continues up to
mid-August in Algeria. In all countries, a
comparatively minor winter barley crop is
harvested before wheat.

Rainfall amounts and temporal distribution
in the 2019/20 agricultural season differed
considerably across the subregion. In
Morocco, a late onset of the rains
delayed plantings followed by dry weather
conditions, including high temperatures
from January to March, affected crop
growth and decreased yield potential.
Beneficial rains in late March and April
proved to be too late to fully revive crops,
which were already at filling to maturing
stages. As a result, total cereal production
is forecast at 4 million tonnes, almost
one-fourth lower than the previous year’s
already weather-stricken harvest and about
50 percent below the five-year average.
Wheat production is expected to decrease
from 4.1 million tonnes, gathered last
year, to 3 million tonnes in 2020, a decline
of almost 50 percent compared to the
average. While southwestern parts of
Algeria experienced weather conditions
similar to Morocco, well-distributed rains
provided favourable conditions for crop
development in most eastern parts of the

Table 6. North Africa cereal production
(million tonnes)

Wheat

5-yr 2019 2020

Avg. estim fcast

19.2 18.7 16.7

Algeria 3.1 4.0 3.6
Egypt 9.0 9.0 9.0
Morocco 5.9 4.1 3.0
Tunisia 1.1 1.5 1.0

country. These conditions are expected

to result in an above-average cereal

output of 4.9 million tonnes, albeit about
20 percent below the record high in 2019.
In Tunisia, the 2020 cereal production is
preliminarily forecast at a near-average level
of 1.5 million tonnes, as abundant rainfall
from mid-March to early April helped to
mostly counter the effects of the rainfall
deficits at the start of 2020 and boost

yield prospects compared to earlier poor
expectations. In Egypt, the agricultural
season proceeded smoothly and cereal
production is expected at an above-average
level of 24.8 million tonnes. In Libya, where
cereal production is already constrained

by geographical conditions, the ongoing
conflict has affected availability and prices
of inputs, curtailing production capacities.

Overall, the subregion's cereal production
in 2020 is forecast at 35.4 million tonnes,
about 9 percent below average and

7 percent lower than the 2019 harvest.

All countries in the subregion rely heavily

on wheat imports from the international
market to cover their domestic consumption
needs. With a below-average 2020 output,
the subregion’s aggregate cereal import
requirement, of which wheat accounts for
about 60 percent, in the 2020/21 marketing
year (July/June) is estimated at 51.4 million
tonnes, about 2 percent above the

import requirement of the previous

year and 5 percent above the previous
five-year average.

Subsidies curbed increases in food
price inflation

Increases in the food price inflation in
March 2020 largely reflected the higher
prices of fresh foods, as increased consumer
demand associated with the COVID-19

Coarse grains Rice (paddy)
5-yr 2019 2020 5-yr 2019
Avg. estim fcast Avg. estim
13.1 12.8 11.4 6.5 6.7
1.5 2.1 1.3 0.0 0.0
8.8 B9 8.6 6.5 6.7
2.2 1.2 1.0 0.1 0.1
0.5 0.9 0.5 0.0 0.0

Note: Totals and percentage change computed from unrounded data. The five-year average refers o the 2015-2019 period
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lockdown measures and localized supply
chain bottlenecks exerted upward pressure.
By April 2020, prices mostly levelled off as
government subsidies on basic foods curbed
further gains and consumer stockpiling
subsided easing demand pressure.

In Tunisia, the food inflation rate increased
from 3.7 percent in February 2020 to

5.1 percent in March 2020 and 6.2 percent
in April 2020. However, it levelled off

1o 4.7 percent in May 2020. In Egypt,

the annual food price inflation remained
negative in February and March 2020,

and increased to a modest 1.3 percent

in April 2020. Up to April 2020 (latest
available information), the food inflation
rate in Algeria remained below 2.5 percent,
although an increase from 1.7 to

2.4 percent was reported between February
and March 2020, followed by a decrease

to 2.3 percent in April 2020. Similar
developments were recorded in Morocco,
where the annual inflation increased slightly
from 1.1 percent to 1.5 percent between
February and March 2020, followed by a
decline to 0.9 percent in April 2020.

No recent inflation information is reported
from Libya. However, according to the Libya
Joint Market Monitoring Initiative, in the
first week of April 2020 (latest information
available), the cost of the Minimum
Expenditure Basket (MEB) increased, on
average, by almost 30 percent, driven mostly
by increases in cooking fuel. Some markets
reported shortages of food supplies, such

as eggs, vegetables and wheat products.
The median price for wheat flour increased
by 50 percent. Most Libyans are employed
in the public sector where salaries have

not been paid for months, resulting in a
decreased purchasing power of the majority
of the population.

Total cereals
2020 5yr 2019 2020 Change:
fast Avg. estim f'cast 2020/2019 (%)
7.2 36.8 38.2 35.4 -7.4
0.0 4.6 6.1 4.9 -19.8
7.2 24.3 24.1 24.8 2.5
0.0 8.2 54 4.0 -25.4
0.0 1.6 2.4 1.5 -36.2
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WEST AFRICA

Favourable rains at the start of
the 2020 cropping season

Following a timely onset of the rains in
coastal countries across the southern
bi-modal areas, including Benin,

Cote d’'lvoire, Ghana, Nigeria and Togo,
planting of the main season 2020 maize
crops was completed in May and harvesting
of early planted crops is expected to start
in July. Planting operations of coarse grains
continued in May in the Sudanian zone,
including southern Mali, Burkina Faso
and Chad, northcentral Nigeria, northern
Benin and Togo. In the Sahel belt, in
central Mali, northern Burkina Faso,
central Chad, southern Niger and northern
Senegal, planting operations for the

main season crops, to be harvested from
October, are underway and are expected
to be finalized in July. Planting of the main
rice crop, to be harvested from October, is
underway in Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana
and Nigeria, while the second season

rice crops is being harvested in Senegal.
Cumulative rainfall amounts since early
March were average in most planted areas,
which supported the development of crops
at vegetative growth stages. Cumulative
rainfall levels increased in recent weeks.
According to the latest Forum of the
Agro-Hydro-Climatic Seasonal Forecast

in Sudano-Sahelian Africa (PRESASS), the

Table 7. West Africa cereal production
(million tonnes)

Coarse grains

5-yr 2019 2020

Avg. estim fcast

48.0 52.4 48.1

Burkina Faso 4.3 4.7 4.0
Chad 2.5 2.7 2.5
Ghana 2.6 &4 2.6
Mali 6.5 7.1 6.6
Niger (Gl 55 oM
Nigeria 19.2 21.4 19.2

June/October rainy season is likely to be
characterized by above-average rainfall
and will continue until October in most
countries.

Despite the favourable weather forecast
supporting good yield prospects for

the 2020 cereal crops, there are several
downside risks to production this year
including insecurity, the effects of the
COVID-19 outbreak and the impact

of desert locusts and Fall Armyworms.
Persisting insecurity conditions and
large-scale population displacements in
northeast Nigeria, the Lake Chad Basin,
northern and central Mali, northeastern
Burkina Faso and western Niger continue
to severely affect agricultural activities and
hinder access to fields and agricultural
inputs. In these areas, it is likely that

most farming households will not be

able to cultivate in 2020. In addition, the
heightened levels of fear surrounding

the COVID-19 disease is severely limiting
population movement and causing local
labour supply shortages. In addition, the
regular field surveys and crop assessments
carried out jointly by CILSS/FAQO/FEWS
NET/WFP/governments to monitor the
progress of the cropping season have been
disrupted due to movement restrictions,
resulting in some uncertainty in yield
estimation. In June, the desert locust
situation was generally calm across the
subregion, with no swarm incursions
reported. However, there is a risk that
insects from East Africa may arrive in the
July-August period depending on rainfall
patterns and the direction of prevalent
winds. Outbreaks during this period could
negatively impact 2020 cereal crops, which
would be at their reproductive growth
stages (stem extension and heading stages
in most cases).

Rice (paddy)
5-yr 2019 2020 5-yr 2019
Avg. estim fcast Avg. estim
20.2 21.4 21.7 68.2 73.9
0.4 0.4 0.4 4.6 5.0
0.3 0.3 0.3 2.8 3.0
0.8 1.0 1.0 8IS 4.3
2.8 3.2 3.0 93 10.3
0.1 0.1 0.1 5.8 s
8.1 8.4 8.5 27.3 29.9

Note: Totals and percentage change computed from unrounded data. The five-year average refers to the 2015-2019 period

' Total cereals includes wheat, coarse grains and rice (paddy)
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The dry season in early 2020 has been
characterized by the low availability

of pasture and fodder for livestock

due to insufficient and erratic rains
recorded in 2019 in the pastoral areas of
Senegal, Mauritania, the Niger, Mali,
Burkina Faso, Chad and Nigeria. Recent
rains have contributed to the recovery

of pasture conditions and in June 2020
forage availability was satisfactory in

the main grazing areas of the country,
allowing animals to maintain good body
conditions and enhance their market
value. However, in some areas, access to
pasture was hampered by the persisting civil
insecurity which disrupted the cross-border
transhumance routes and the closure

of borders in relation to the COVID-19
containment measures. This has resulted
to an atypically high concentration of
animals in border areas, increasing the risk
of conflicts between farmers and herders
as well as disease outbreaks. Currently,
the animal health situation is good, with
only some localized outbreaks of seasonal
diseases.

Prices of coarse grains remained
mostly stable, but spikes were
recorded in some countries

Despite the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic in the region, market food
supplies have been generally adequate

in recent months as movements of food
commodities have been exempted from the
restrictive measures and import flows from
the international markets have been regular.
In Burkina Faso and Chad, prices of coarse
grains generally increased in May due to the
strong food demand during the Ramadan
festive period. Prices of coarse grains
remained broadly stable and in the Niger
on account of adequate market availabilities.
In Senegal, prices of millet increased

1
Total cereals

2020 Change:
f'cast 2020/2019 (%)
69.9 5.4

4.4 -13.7

2.8 -6.3

36 -15.2

9.6 -6.3

5.8 1.8
27.8 6.9
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slightly in April, after declining in the past
few months, with domestic availabilities
reported to be reduced mainly reflecting a
low output in 2019. In the conflict-related
areas of Chad (Lake Chad Basin), northern
and central Mali and the Liptako-Gourma
Region of Burkina Faso, Mali and the
Niger, the persisting conflicts continued to
hamper market activities and trade flows,
leading to atypically high prices. In coastal
countries along the Gulf of Guinea, strong
domestic demand for seeds and food

Millet prices in selected West African markets
(CFA Franc BCEAO (XOF)/100kg)
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amid movement restrictions, coupled with
the high demand by importing countries,
contributed to the upward trend in prices
in recent months in Benin and Togo. In
Ghana, prices of maize were stable in April,
following the lifting of COVID-19-related
restrictions, which allowed the resumption
of market activities and consequently
boosted supplies. In Nigeria, prices of
locally-produced cereals increased steeply in
April, underpinned by an uptick in purchases
related to both concerns over the impact of
the pandemic and for the
Ramadan festive period. In
addition the depreciation of
the national currency (Naira)
provided further upward
pressure.

COVID-19 outbreak
could exacerbate
already alarming
levels of food
insecurity

According to

the March 2020

"Cadre Harmonisé" analysis,
the aggregate number

of severely food insecure
people (CH Phase 3:
“Crisis” and above)

was estimated at about
16.9 million during the lean
season between June and
August 2020, well above
the 11.1 million estimated
for the June-August 2019
period. The largest food
insecure population is
located in Nigeria, where
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about 7 million people need urgent food
assistance, followed by Burkina Faso

(2.1 million), the Niger (2 million), Mali
and Sierra Leone (1.3 million) and Chad
(1 million). A key driver of the current

poor food security situation has been the
lingering impact of persisting civil insecurity.
The security situation remains precarious

in northeast Nigeria, central and northern
Mali, eastern Niger, northern Burkina
Faso, Liptako-Gourma Region of Mali and
Burkina Faso and the Lake Chad Basin
and Tibesti Region in Chad, triggering new
population displacements and restricting
access to basic services in the affected
areas. Many conflict-affected households
have been deprived of their livelihoods and
continue to highly rely on external food
assistance to cover their basic food needs.
According to the International Organization
for Migration (IOM), the increase in terrorist
attacks and threats have increased the
number of IDPs in Burkina Faso, Mali

and the Niger from 700 000 people in
November 2019 to over 1.1 million in

May 2020.

Overall food security conditions may
worsen due to the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, as the initial food insecure
numbers were generated in March, prior to
the full effects of the containment measures
and its impacts on the local economy.
Movement restrictions have already
impeded some trade in food products

and diminished access to pasture, whilst
the overall negative impact on economic
activities is likely to cause a reduction in
incomes, causing a reduction in households'
capacity to purchase food.
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CENTRAL AFRICA

Agricultural production in 2020
expected at a near-average levels
In the northern uni-modal rainfall areas of
Cameroon and in the Central African
Republic, planting of the 2020 millet and
sorghum crops was completed by June and
harvesting is expected to begin in August,
while harvesting of the 2020 early-planted
main maize crops is already underway

in central and southern areas of the two
countries. In Cameroon, abundant rains
between March and early May, particularly
in central regions, resulted in cumulative
precipitation amounts reaching levels

more than twice the long-term average,
raising concerns for the maize crops due
to excessive water and potential flood
damage. In the Central African Republic,
latest weather forecasts point to average
precipitation amounts between July and
September 2020, with likely positive effects
on yields.

Harvesting of the 2020 secondary maize
crop is underway in the Republic of the
Congo, Gabon and the northern provinces
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and the production outlook is generally
favourable as precipitation amounts have
been near average in most cropping areas.
In the central provinces of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, harvesting of the
2020 secondary season maize crops finalized
in May, under overall favourable weather

Table 8. Central Africa cereal production
(million tonnes)
Coarse grains

Syr 2019 2020

Avg. estim fcast

5.3 5.3 5.3

Cameroon 3.1 3.1 3.0

Central Afr\can 0.1 0.1 0.1
Republic

Democratic Republic 21 20 20

of the Congo

conditions, except in South Kivu Province,
where heavy rains in mid-April caused
localized flooding, resulting in some damage
to standing crops. In Maniema Province, an
escalation of violence since February 2020
caused the displacement of about

47 000 people and disrupted agricultural
operations, including harvesting of the
2020 secondary season maize crop and land
preparation of the 2020 main season maize
crops, currently underway.

In the southernmost uni-modal rainfall
areas of the Democratic Republic of

the Congo, harvesting of the 2020 maize
crops was finalized in June. In the provinces
of Tanganyika, Haut Lomami and Haut
Katanga, heavy rains in the first quarter of
2020 resulted in flooding, which damaged
large portions of standing cassava crops and
other basic food staples and triggered the
early harvest of the remaining crops.

If weather conditions will be favourable
during the remainder of the season in

the Central African Republic, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

and Cameroon, agricultural outputs in
2020 are expected at levels near or above
the five-year average. However, ongoing
conflicts and displacements are expected
to continue to affect agricultural activities
and limit farmers’ access to crop growing
areas and agricultural inputs. These factors
are expected to curb growth in agricultural
production.

Prices of staple foods at high
levels amid tight supplies and
high demand

Prices of staple foods generally increased in
the second quarter of 2020 with the start
of the lean season in most countries of

the subregion; the increase in prices were
more pronounced in April. As of June were

Rice (paddy)
5-yr 2019 2020 5-yr 2019
Avg. estim fcast Avg. estim
0.7 0.7 0.7 6.0 6.0
0.3 0.4 0.4 3.4 3.4
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2
0.3 0.3 0.3 24 2.4

Note: Totals and percentage change computed from unrounded data. The five-year average refers to the 2015-2019 period.

"Total cereals includes wheat, coarse grains and rice (paddy)

ficast
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generally above their year-earlier levels

due to high consumer demand and low
supplies, reflecting trade disruptions caused
by the imposition of tighter border controls
and movement restrictions to contain the
spread of COVID-19.

In the Central African Republic, during
the first months of 2020, prices of staple
foods were significantly higher on a

yearly basis as insecurity continued to

cause disruptions to supplies and trade.

In April, with the implementation of the
COVID-19 containment measures, prices
increased further due to a slowdown in
domestic and international trade, amid

the partial closure of the borders with
Cameroon and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. Prices of imported products,
such as rice and beans, reached levels up

to 80 percent higher on a yearly basis.
Similarly, prices of locally-produced foods,
such as maize, cassava and sorghum, were
about 50 percent above those in April 2019.
An outbreak of cassava mosaic disease in
southern areas and consequently reduced
availabilities exerted additional pressure on
cassava prices, besides the effects associated
with the COVID-19 pandemic. In the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, prices
of staple foods increased steeply between
December 2019 and February 2020,

mostly due to low supply and high demand
following the reduced harvests. Prices of
cereal products, mainly of maize flour, were
reported to be particularly high in February
in (former) Katanga Province and in parts of
Kasai Province, due to a below-average local
production, high import costs and reduced
imports from Zambia. Floods in the southern
provinces of Tanganyika, Haut Lomami and
Haut Katanga triggered price increases for
cassava and other basic food staples in

the first quarter of 2020. In Cameroon,
prices of some staple foods such as fish,

1
Total cereals

2020 Change:
2020/2019 (%)
6.0 -0.7
34 -1.4
0.2 -2.5
2.4 0.4
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plantains, cocoyam and meat were above
their seasonal levels in April, particularly in
the cities of Yaoundé and Douala, due to
low supplies and strong demand. Similarly,
prices of rice, beans and potatoes reached
levels well above those of a year before
across most markets in the country. In the
Northwest and Southwest regions, the
persisting conflict, increased demand and
low supplies led to an overall increase in
prices in the year to April 2020. Prices of
yellow maize, for instance, were reported to
be up to 30 percent higher year on year in
the cities of Bamenda, Nkambe and Kumbo.

In Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, prices
of livestock were reported at high levels in
April, due to increased customs controls on
the border with Cameroon, which impeded
trade flows and increased transport costs.

Dire food insecurity conditions
due to civil unrest, conflicts and
high prices

The latest IPC analysis estimates the
aggregate number of severely food
insecure people in the subregion at about
18.6 million (excluding the Republic of the
Congo, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea)

in the second quarter of 2020. Ongoing
conflicts continued to be the major cause of
food insecurity as they triggered large-scale
population displacements, leading to the
widespread disruption of agricultural and
marketing activities, with a severe negative
impact on food availability and access.

In addition, in March and April 2020,
national governments introduced a range
of restrictive measures to contain the
COVID-19 outbreak, which are reported

to have negatively impacted households’
incomes, slowed down trade flows and
triggered price increases, thus limiting access
to food.

Table 9. East Africa cereal production
(million tonnes)

Wheat

5-yr 2019 2020

Avg. estim fcast

5.8 6.4 6.4

Ethiopia 4.8 5.8 5%
Kenya 0.2 0.2 0.3
Sudan 0.6 0.7 0.7
Uganda 0.0 0.0 0.0
United Republic of 0.1 0.1 0.1

Tanzania

The largest food insecure population is located
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
According to the latest IPC analysis (issued

in August 2019), about 13.6 million people
(28 percent of the analysed population)

were projected to be severely food insecure
(IPC Phase 3: “Crisis” and IPC Phase 4:
“Emergency”) during the January-May 2020
period. The majority of the severely food
insecure population is located in areas with

a high concentration of Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) and refugees, including the
eastern provinces of Ituri, North Kivu and
South Kivu. In the Central African Repubilic,
2.4 million people (51 percent of the analysed
population) are estimated to be severely food
insecure (IPC Phases 3 and 4) during the lean
season between May and August 2020,

a 15 percent increase compared to the

2.1 million forecast prior to the COVID-19
outbreak. About 753 000 people are
estimated to be in IPC Phase 4: "Emergency"
and are mainly located in the prefectures

of Bangui, Ouaka and Ouham that host

the highest number of IDPs. In Bangui, the
number of food insecure people is estimated
to be considerably higher than in previous
years due to the impact of COVID-19-related
containment restrictions and high food prices.
In Cameroon, according to the March 2020
“Cadre Harmonisé” analysis, about

2.6 million people (11 percent of the analysed
population) were estimated to be severely
food insecure (“Cadre Harmonisé” Phase 3 or
higher) in the second quarter of 2020. About
45 percent of this population are located in
the Northwest and Southwest Anglophone
regions, where fighting is still ongoing
between the security forces and separatist
armed groups. The security situation is also
precarious in the Far North Region, where
incursions of Boko Haram increased in March
and April 2020 and triggered new population
displacements.

Coarse grains

5-yr 2019 2020 5-yr 2019
Avg. estim fcast Avg. estim
44.3 45.2 47.0 53.9 55.4
22.1 24.2 24.1 27.0 29.7

3.9 3.7 4.0 4.2 4.1

5.9 5.2 6.1 6.5 6.0

) 3.2 3.3 3.5 3.5

7.2 6.8 74 10.3 9.9

Note: Totals and percentage change computed from unrounded data. The five-year average refers to the 2015-2019 period

! Total cereals includes wheat, coarse grains and rice (paddy)
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EAST AFRICA

Abundant rains benefited crops
and rangelands but also triggered
widespread floods

In central and southern parts of the
subregion, including Burundi, Rwanda,
southeastern Kenya, Somalia, the
United Republic of Tanzania and
Uganda, harvesting of the 2020 main
season cereal crops is underway or about
to start. The March-May rainy season was
characterized by abundant precipitation
across the subregion, with cumulative
rainfall in this period estimated to be the
highest on record since 1981. Despite

an early cessation of seasonal rains in
mid-May, the substantial rainfall totals
and consequently high soil moisture levels
sustained good vegetation conditions. The
significant rainfall amounts also triggered
widespread flash floods and resulted in
water bodies overflowing, including the
Juba and Shabelle rivers in Somalia and
Lake Victoria, inundating riverine and
lakeshore areas, and causing the loss of
lives, displacements, damages to farmland
and livestock deaths. By contrast, some
localized areas of northern Uganda,
western Rwanda and southeastern Kenya
recorded reduced rainfall that lowered
yield potential.

1
Total cereals

2020 Change:
f'cast 2020/2019 (%)
57.7 4.0
29.5 0.5
4.5 8.8
6.8 14.5
S 2.5
11.0 10.7
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The severe desert locust outbreak that
began in late 2019 continues to threaten
rural livelihoods in the subregion. The
most affected areas are central and
northern Somalia, northern and eastern
Kenya as well as southern, eastern and
northern Ethiopia. Large-scale aerial and
ground control operations carried out by
governments, with the support of FAO,
have mitigated the impact of the locusts
on pastures and crops. However, the
heavy March-May rains created conducive
reproduction conditions and another
generation of locusts recently matured,
forming new swarms in northwestern
Kenya. These are expected to migrate to
the Sudan through northea