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New alliance to support recovery of country’s tourism and agriculture 
sectors battered by the COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of its efforts to help revive 
the Philippines’ tourism industry 

devastated by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Department of Tourism (DOT) has 
signed a partnership agreement with FAO 
formalizing the two agencies’ cooperation 
to strengthen the push for farm tourism 
development in the country.

The Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed on 16 June during the 
DOT-organized National Farm Tourism 
Webinar entitled “Farm Tourism: Moving 
Forward in the New Normal”, which was 
streamed live via the DOT’s Facebook 
page. The MoU was signed between 
DOT Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat 
and FAO Representative ad interim in the 
Philippines Ms Xiangjun Yao.

The new alliance will focus on three 
areas: enhancing coherence between 
tourism and agriculture programming in 
the country; provide technical support 
on capacity building, research and 
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DOT, FAO ink partnership to promote 
farm tourism, agriculture amid COVID-19

Tourism Secretary Bernadette Puyat (left) and FAO Representative ad interim in the Philippines Ms Xiangjun Yao (right) hold up 
copies of signed MoU between Department of Tourism (DOT) and FAO during the DOT-organized National Farm Tourism Webinar 
held on 16 June.
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development, marketing and advocacy, 
and technological development to promote 
farm tourism development; and conduct 
pilot activities to select farm tourism sites.

For a period of three years, the DOT 
and FAO will consolidate, develop and 
detail their cooperation and effectiveness 
in linking farm tourism to sustainable 
agriculture practices.

Secretary Puyat lauded the new 
collaboration with FAO as key to her 
agency’s response to the impact of the 
pandemic on the tourism industry in the 
country.

“With this new partnership, we aim to 
link farm tourism to sustainable agricultural 
practices and better access to infrastructure 
that promote rural development.”

“Farm tourism holds the promise of food 
sufficiency and additional income for 
tourism stakeholders, including farmers, 
farm workers and fisher folk. Harnessed 
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properly, it can be an important pillar for employment, 
productivity and ensuring sustainable livelihoods,” the DOT 
secretary added.

“This partnership with the DOT will truly ignite the 
development and the recovery of the tourism and agriculture 
sectors in the Philippines, which were both heavily devastated 
by the prevailing pandemic,” says Ms Yao.

“FAO has been working with the Government of the 
Philippines, civil society, CBOs and the private sector for more 
than four decades in addressing challenges in the agriculture, 
fisheries and forestry sectors. This is the first time that we are 
collaborating formally with DOT, so this is really exciting.”

“Farm tourism will help us meet the needs of an evolving food 
system by bringing economic opportunities such as generation 
of local employment and expansion of market prospects for 
agricultural commodities. It would also help in promoting the 
agricultural heritage of the country and contribute to rural 
development and sustainable ecosystems,” Ms Yao concluded.

Backing food security efforts 
in the Philippines during the 
COVID-19 pandemic

FAO is supporting multilateral actions to help 
strengthen the country’s food systems.

In the Philippines, FAO has been supporting the national 
government’s efforts related to shoring up the nation’s food security 

amidst the COVID-19 crisis. Specifically, FAO has been working with 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), on the 
conduct of a rapid food security assessment considering the potential 
impact of COVID-19 and the related restrictions. The assessment tool 
and methodology were developed and refined in coordination with 
FAO’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific and the Emergency 
and Resilience Division based in FAO’s Headquarters in Rome. Initial 
findings of the rapid assessment have also been presented to the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) and other relevant partner agencies.

FAO Philippines staff meeting with officials of the DA led by Secretary William Dar.

FAO is also working with various UN agencies and other 
international NGO’s in developing a COVID-19 Humanitarian 
Country Team (HCT) Response Plan. In this response plan, FAO 
takes lead of the Food Security and Agriculture Cluster (FSAC), 
together with WFP. Among the proposed activities under the FSAC 
to support restoration of resilient agri-based livelihoods include: (1) 
distribution of seeds (rice, corn, vegetables) and fertilizer including 
crop diversification and value-addition; (2) distribution of livestock/
poultry, feeds, biologics; (3) distribution of assorted vegetable 
seeds, home garden kits, and food storage; (4) scale-up social 
protection schemes; and (5) dissemination of information, education 
and communication (IEC) materials on food safety and health best 
practices as well as technology guides.

FAO has also signed a Letter of Agreement (LOA) with the Ministry 
of Social Services and Development of the Bangsamoro Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao (MSSD-BARMM) to implement 
emergency cash grants that aim to augment the gap in selected areas 
in the Bangsamoro region, where cash assistance made available 
by the government and its partners through the Social Amelioration 
Program (SAP) was only able to cover 474 000 households, or about 
76% of the total identified indigent families. This means that in BARMM 
alone, around 150 000 households who are equally deserving of 
social assistance were unable to receive support. Through the SDG 
Fund UN Joint Programme, about USD 80 000 have been allocated 
for the emergency cash transfers that will be distributed starting 
early-July in partnership with MSSD and targeting 800 agriculture-
dependent households not covered by SAP. Households will receive 
Php 5 000 (about USD 100) each.

Additionally, FAO continues to identify and prepare other potential 
initiatives that seek to support the Philippine government in addressing 
the impacts of the pandemic on the food value chain as well as the 
agri-food sector and its stakeholders.

Open for business, but not business-as-usual

FAO expresses its solidarity with the Filipino people in light of the 
current COVID-19 pandemic and enjoins the nation in complying with 
the national government’s call for stringent, but necessary, protocols 
to control and stem the spread of this disease.

In line with this, FAO Philippines has been implementing aligned 
measures to ensure the safety of its staff. However, to ensure continuity 
of operations, its Manila-based personnel has adopted work-from-
home protocols such as use of virtual meetings and online interactions 
and avoiding activities that require physical presence. These measures 
will remain in force until such time that the situation normalizes as 
determined by national authorities. Despite these restrictions, the 
Country Office continues to sustain its engagement with its clients, 
partners, and stakeholders, and working with and supporting the 
government during this crisis. FAO assures everyone that it will 
continue to deliver on its mandates in the country and respond to its 
stakeholders’ needs during these trying times.

Raising public awareness 

FAO has been actively engaged in increasing public awareness on 
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the country’s food security 
and food systems as well as possible response measures. 
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Ms Tamara Palis-Duran, Assistant FAO Representative (Programme) 
was a keynote speaker in a Webinar entitled “Digital Conversations 
on Food Security in the Philippines during the time of COVID-19” 
held on 14 May and organized by Bughaw Digital, Inc. Panelists 
at the event also included Secretary William Dar of the Department 
of Agriculture (DA), and two speakers from the private sector. The 
successful event (viewed more than 17 000 times so far) has been 
featured in the national daily Philippine Star garnering wider media 
coverage for FAO.

Dr Jaime Montesur, National Farming Systems Specialist, was 
tapped as one of four speakers at a Webinar on “Food (in)security in 
the midst of COVID-19” held on 3 June organized by the University 
of the Philippines (UP), CIFAL Philippines, and the UN Institute for 
Training and Research (UNITAR). FAO was also one of the partner-
organizers of the online forum.

On 18 June, Ms Duran once again served as one of the resource 
speakers at a Webinar organized by the European Chamber of 
Commerce (ECCP) – Philippines on the theme “Our Post-pandemic 
Plate: Trends, Challenges, and the Future of Food Security”. At the 
virtual event, Ms Duran highlighted the context and challenges 
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic on the country’s food 
security and food systems, as well as the initiatives being undertaken 
by FAO and partners to address such challenges. Other notable 
speakers at the Webinar included DA Undersecretary for Policy and 
Planning Rodolfo Vicerra and Cabinet Secretary and Chair of the 
Zero Hunger Task Force Karlo Alexei Nograles, among others.

Leveraging information
To help address COVID-19 “infodemic”, dispel misinformation, and 
encourage good practices to help prevent the spread of the disease, 
FAO has developed and is promoting a number of key messages that 
cater to the general public and to policy makers.

For the general public:

• There is no need to hoard or excessively stockpile foods at home. 
The Philippines is, at its heart and in its culture, an agricultural 
country and COVID-19 has not directly affected food production. 

• Shop sensibly – buying too many fresh foods at one time will 
mean you cannot eat them all before they spoil. That wastes food 
– and it wastes your money.

• Food does not transmit the coronavirus, so do not deny nutrition 
to yourself or your families. Help yourself to fresh or well-
packaged processed foods. Maintain a healthy diet for you 
and your family. In times of stress, this is important to keep you 
healthy.

• It is safe to buy food from wet markets but wear a mask, ensure 
physical distancing and keep your hands sanitized. 

• Wash hands before and after handling produce at home, 
wash the produce before cooking, and follow good household 
cleaning and cooking practices.

• Keep in mind that the people who produce your food, like 
smallholder farmers and fishers, and those that bring it to market, 
truck drivers, warehouse workers and the staff at markets and 
supermarkets are our food heroes during this pandemic. Keep a 
warm place in your heart for them. 

• Buy food from small businesses and shops to support their 
livelihoods in these difficult times.

• If you have a chance to share your food, or support the food 
banks, community groups or charities that provide free food to 
venerable groups of people, please do so. We are in this together 
and so generosity and caring for one another is important during 
this time of crisis. 

For policy makers:

• While COVID-19 requires an immediate policy response to 
public health, access to nutritious and affordable food for all 
people in Thailand must be part of that response.

• Policy makers, government departments and the private sector 
must work together to ensure that the value chains that deliver 
our food are coordinated and functioning properly.

• Market information on prices, production, consumption and 
stocks should be transparent and available to all in real-time. 
This will reduce uncertainty and reassure shoppers and suppliers. 

• It is important to keep domestic and international supply lines 
open and to not restrict trade or impose rules that would 
hinder the mobility of those commodities, domestically or 
internationally. Any disruptions to food supply chains by poor 
policy management will intensify human suffering.

• Local authorities should ensure the following human and food 
safety measures: (1) physical distancing between vendors; (2) 
sufficient space for customers to circulate and defined entry 
and exit points; (3) separation between plant foods (fruits, 
vegetables), animal foods (meat, fish) and dry foods (rice, 
pulses); (4) supply of clean water and ice as well as sanitation 
facilities; (5) cleaning of retail and storage areas, cold boxes and 
transport (trucks, vans) that bring in the food; and (5) Vendors, 
handlers, drivers and all involved in the retail of food are aware 
of hand washing and have sanitizers and masks.

Promotional decks of two Webinars on COVID-19 and food security that FAO have 
partnered to organize and wherein FAO Philippines staff have been invited to present.
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Promoting the Philippines’ 
REDD+ readiness under the 
“new normal”

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation, plus the sustainable management of forests, 

and the conservation and enhancement of forest carbon stocks 
(REDD+), is an essential part of the global efforts to mitigate 
climate change. FAO supports developing countries in their 
REDD+ processes and in turning their political commitments, as 
represented in their Nationally Determined Contributions, into 
action on the ground.

For the Philippines, Executive Order (EO) No. 881 series 
of 2010 established the authority of the Climate Change 
Commission (CCC) to coordinate climate change initiatives, 
including REDD+ initiatives in the country and designated the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) as 
the operational arm for activities that contribute to REDD+.

EO No. 174 series of 2014 further designated DENR as the lead 
agency for developing systems for reporting, monitoring, and 
evaluating greenhouse gas inventories in the waste, industrial 
process, land use and forestry sector. In the same context, the 
Forest Management Bureau (FMB) of the DENR was tasked with 
the operational elements of forest-related emissions estimation 
and forest monitoring, reporting, and verifying (MRV) systems.

The FMB is currently developing systems that are essential in 
REDD+ implementation for results-based payments such as the 
National Forest Monitoring System (NFMS) and the Safeguards 
Information System (SIS). These systems contribute to the 
formulation of the Forest Reference Emission Level (FREL), which 
serves as the benchmark for assessing the country’s performance 
in implementing REDD+ activities by comparing emissions after 
implementing REDD+ initiatives relative to FREL. 

As part of its preparations and to familiarize its personnel 
with the different systems that it is currently developing and how 
these systems, together with forest cover mapping, contribute to 
the production of the country’s FREL, FMB organized an online 
Learning Event on REDD+ and FREL from 17 to 19 June.

While increasingly unpredictable, and seasonal, climate-
related disasters continue to cause massive hardships 

for farmers and their animals in Asia and the Pacific, the world’s 
most disaster-prone region, volcanic eruptions can cause 
catastrophe.

In particular, during the last two centuries, volcanic eruptions 
in rural areas of Indonesia and Philippines have resulted in the 
loss of tens of thousands of human lives, and untold numbers 
of farm animals. One eruption in the early 1800’s that initially 

Protecting farming families 
and their farm animals from 
volcanic eruptions 

FAO, WAP to cooperate on new project ‘Livestock 
emergency preparedness and response for areas 
at high risk of volcanic eruption’.

The said learning event was supported by FAO as part of 
its continuing support to Philippine REDD+ readiness. As part 
of its support, FAO provided experts from its Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific and its Philippine pool of experts that 
served as resource persons for the said learning event. The FAO 
experts discussed topics that includes FREL, NFMS and National 
Forest Inventory (NFI) and shared its lessons and experiences in 
supporting other countries with regards to the development of 
their NFMS, conduct of their NFI and formulation of their FREL.

In itself, the online learning event also highlights FAO’s 
openness and readiness to adapt to the requirements of the “new 
normal”, particularly in utilizing virtual platforms and channels 
for capacity and knowledge building activities. This is in lieu of 
traditional methods that require physical interaction, which is 
being discouraged with the current COVID-19 pandemic. The 
online event also underscores FAO’s commitment to continue 
delivering on its mandates despite the ongoing crisis.

Introductory deck of the FAO-organized online learning event on REDD+ and FREL.
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An ashfall-covered cow grazes while Taal Volcano erupts in the background.
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was reported to have killed 10 000 people, also resulted in 
the deaths of 80 000 others who perished due to starvation.    

FAO and the World Animal Protection signed on 18 June a 
Letter of Agreement (LoA) which commits cooperation on the 
project ‘Livestock emergency preparedness and response for 
areas at high risk of volcanic eruption’.

The project was launched last year by FAO and the United 
States Agency for International Development’s Office of US 
Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) with the aim 
to mitigate the devastating impact of unpredictable volcanic 
eruptions especially on poor communities, most of whom rely 
on food and agriculture for a living. The FAO-USAID/OFDA 
regional project will be implemented in Indonesia, Philippines 
and Vanuatu, some of the countries with the most active 
volcanoes in the world. From these case studies, a regional 
tool will be developed to assist all countries in planning how 
they may better prepare their rural communities to face such 
hazards. 

Protecting farmers and animals from the devastation 
of volcanic eruptions

“Since the emergence of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(AI) FAO has increasingly been involved in the management 
not only of animal diseases and emergencies but also in 
addressing threats to livestock during natural disasters. It is 
a great opportunity to work with World Animal Protection 
which has a long-standing experience in moving the world in 
protecting animals especially during disaster situations caused 
by volcano eruptions.” said Katinka de Balogh, FAO Senior 
Animal Health and Production Officer.

 “In times of crises, partnerships are especially important and 
FAO is committed to bringing together the best expertise in the 
world to support member states in preparedness and protect 
lives and livelihoods that depend on food and agriculture.” 
added Allison Moore, FAO’s Senior Field Programme Officer.

In the Philippines, FAO will be working with the Department of 
Agriculture’s Bureau of Animal Industry (DA-BAI), the Philippine 
Institute for Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS), 
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 
(NDRRMC), and other pertinent government agencies and 
LGUs that have had extensive experience in volcano-related 
emergency response and recovery, particularly during the most 
recent ones involving Taal Volcano in Batangas province and 
Mayon Volcano in the Bicol region that displaced thousands of 
farmers and their work animals and livestock.

More information about the project can be found here: 
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/detail-events/
en/c/1294336/. 

Celebrating World Food Day 
in light of COVID-19

For 2020, FAO is calling on nations to “Grow, 
nourish, sustain. Together.”

As countries around the world suffer the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, #WorldFoodDay is launching a 

call for global solidarity to help the most vulnerable people to 
recover and make food systems more sustainable and resilient 
to shocks. This year’s World Food Day celebrations, which 
will coincide with the observance of FAO’s 75th founding 
anniversary on 16 October, will revolve around the theme 
“Grow, nourish, sustain. Together.” 

The theme is in line with FAO’s call for global solidarity and 
cooperation to ensure that all countries around the world can 
recover quickly from the impacts of the global crisis and work 
once again towards providing enough nutritious food for all. 

#FAO75 and World Food Day is aligned with the spirit of 
the UN’s 75th commemoration, occurring this same year, by 
looking into the future we need to build together. It focuses 
on FAO’s response to COVID-19 and priorities for the future 
including the importance of digital agriculture, innovation 
and greater partnership and collaboration in transforming 
food systems to provide enough nutritious food for a growing 
population.

Celebrating #FoodHeroes across the globe

In this challenging and exceptional year, FAO will be 
celebrating food heroes working at the frontline of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. A call is being issued to all FAO offices 
to provide human-interest stories from a range of food heroes 
from active government representatives to farmers, or workers 
across factories, markets, supermarkets, food delivery and 
food banks or charities. 

FAO’s World Food Day Team will identify stories 
(accompanied by high-resolution photos) of different types 
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Staving-off the Fall 
Armyworm scourge

The destructive pest has been wreaking havoc 
on corn farms across the country and putting 
livelihoods of thousands of farmers in peril.

The Fall Armyworm (FAW) was first observed in the Philippines 
in a cornfield in the municipality of Piat, Cagayan Province 

in June 2019. The pest reportedly caused minimal damage to 
the corn crop at different growth stages. From a single cornfield, 
the pest quickly spread to 16 regions across the country in just 
a span of 4 months, according to surveys by the Department 
of Agriculture’s Bureau of Plant Industry (DA-BPI). As of 15 
May 2020, the DA-BPI reports that 127 municipalities in 39 
provinces are infested by FAW, covering an aggregate area 
of 2 973 hectares. 

In response to this looming threat of an FAW outbreak in the 
country, the DA created the FAW Crisis Management Team 
(CMT), which was tasked to develop interventions to control 
and manage the spread of this highly destructive pest.

FAW battle plan 

The CMT’s battle plan against FAW is three-pronged: (1) 
prevent FAW from attaining outbreak levels in the incidence 
areas and causing significant economic damage to crops; (2) 
prevent FAW from spreading from reported areas of incidence; 
and (3) conduct research to improve management of FAW 
infestations. Specifically, the strategy calls for prevention, 
monitoring, capacity building and information dissemination, 
and suppression and control.

To prevent the further spread of the pest, the CMT will strictly 
implement quarantine inspection at the ports and promote the 
adoption of good cultural practices such as seed treatment, 
synchronous planting, weed management, plow-under after 
harvest, and intercropping or crop rotation among farmers.

For already existing FAW infestations, the CMT advocates 
the use of various suppression and control mechanisms that 
will target the pest at its various stages of development. These 
include the use of biological control agents (natural enemies 
of FAW) as well as organic and inorganic (chemical-based) 
pesticides.

The team constantly keeps an eye out on spread and 
infestation severity of FAW through various means such as 
the use of pheromones or lures, methodical survey of FAW 
prevalence in its various stages of development, and field 
scouting following the FAMEWS approach. Results of the 
CMT’s monitoring activities are used to inform the team’s FAW 
prevention and control initiatives, adapting and improving 
them as necessary.

The CMT complements its FAW prevention and control 
measures with appropriate capacity building and information/
knowledge-based initiatives to maximize their effectiveness 
by technical support entities and end-users. These include the 
conduct of training on FAW and its management for CMT field 
staff and agricultural/extension officers and the development 
and dissemination of various information, education, and 
communication materials such as posters and leaflets on FAW 
detection and control protocols. These materials are produced 
in both English and the in the local dialects.

And then COVID-19 happened

Just as DA-BPI was making headway in its FAW control work, the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck. This crisis brought new challenges 
to the agency and its FAW control-related interventions 
particularly limited monitoring, restricted management, and re-
alignment of financial resources.

Rising up to these challenges, DA-BPI has been able to 
successfully adjust their FAW response program within the 
context of the COVID-19 crisis and the “new normal”. 

At a Webinar entitled “Global Action for Fall Armyworm 
Control in the Era of COVID-19” organized on 12 May, Mr  
Gerald Glenn Panganiban, Assistant Director for Regulatory 
and Operations and the National FAW Focal Point for the 
Philippines, shared the government’s COVID-19-adjusted 

of people from a range of socio-economic contexts that are 
considered #FoodHeroes in the country or region (farmers, 
factory workers, drivers, food bank or NGO workers, 
government officials, influencers etc.). One to two stories 
from each country will be identified and translated in the six 
official UN languages plus Italian in order to make them more 
accessible to a wider audience and increase outreach. They 
will be used as content for worldwide events and exhibits, 
promotional material, and on social and other digital platforms, 
both for and beyond World Food Day. The stories will also be 
used to pitch to media around World Food Day.

Find more information on World Food Day 2020 here: 
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/home/en/.
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FAW management strategies, which included knowledge 
management, monitoring, coordination, and control.

Specifically, government will regularly release FAW 
advisories to farmers in affected areas as well as promote 
the use of virtual meeting platforms such as webinars and 
teleconferences to keep abreast of latest FAW updates. The 
DA-BPI shall also regularly coordinate with the Regional 
Crop Protection Centers that lead on-the-ground FAW 
monitoring efforts via mobile phone, email, and other internet-
based/online communications platforms, among others. 
The government will also intensify communication with local 
government units’ agriculture offices and pursue stronger 
collaboration with academe and research institutions. And to 
further strengthen its FAW suppression and control approaches, 
the DA-BPI will focus on the mass production, maintenance 
and release of FAW biological control agents and exploration 
of sustainable control methods in partnership with various 
stakeholder institutions and agencies.

Not alone in the fight

To further support and complement the government’s initiatives 
against FAW, FAO is implementing a project entitled “Support 
for developing and implementing management strategies in 
response to Fall Armyworm incursion in Asian countries”, which 
is part of a wider FAW regional initiative. 

The project, to be led by FAO Philippines in partnership with 
DA-BPI, will be conducted in conjunction with the country’s 
National FAW Action Program and will work directly in areas 
identified as FAW “hotspots” in Central Mindanao particularly 
General Santos City,  Cotabato, Sarangani, South Cotabato, 
and Sultan Kudarat. 

Specifically, the project will fine-tune appropriate and 
affordable integrated pest management options to reduce 
FAW incidence through the conduct of pilot season-long 
farmer field schools. FAO will also provide technical advice 
and support to national and regional government agricultural 
officers to scale up and mainstream the project’s interventions 
to cover more FAW-infested areas across the country.

Drones in agriculture

FAO trains BARMM partners on using UAVs for 
agricultural planning, monitoring, and damage 
assessment.

FAO has been providing technical support to enhance 
the capacity of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Agrarian Reform (MAFAR) personnel in the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) in using 
modern technologies for agriculture such as unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAV) or drones.  In line with this, and upon the request 
of MAFAR Minister Mohammad S. Yacob, FAO conducted 
training on the use of drones for planning, monitoring and 
damage assessment involving selected MAFAR personnel. 
The UAV training was conducted from 10 to 14 March in 
Maguindanao.

The training covered the basic concepts of drone operations, 
specifically the quadcopter, and its application to agriculture. 

The participants cited the use of drones for quick and 
efficient data acquisition to help them bridge the gap of limited 
available baseline information in the agriculture and fisheries 
sectors. MAFAR personnel were particularly excited in the 
potential use of drones in the zoning of agriculture and fishery 
areas in BARMM.

A farmer presenting a FAW-damaged corn plant to Agriculture Secretary William Dar 
during one of the latter’s monitoring visits to FAW hotspots in the Central Philippines.
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Some of the MAFAR-BARMM training participants trying their hand in flying a drone 
quadcopter.
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Empowering women farmers 
on good agricultural 
practices

FAO Philippines conducts training on GAP 
geared towards enhancing productivity of 
women-farmers in BARMM.

Although women-farmers play vital roles in agriculture 
and are significant contributors to attaining food 

security and nutrition, they face a host of barriers that limit 
their potential such as lack of access to technology trainings 
and other agricultural extension services, among many 
others. 

In the southern Philippines, Barangay Patindeguen – 
considered as a major rice-producing area in Midsayap, 
North Cotabato – is home to the Patindeguen Farmers 
Association (PFA), a group known for its unique characteristic 
of being composed mostly of rural women, including its 
current president Ms Adela Niedo. Since 2008, the PFA 
had been the recipient of production inputs and machineries 
from various development programs.

In recognition of women’s key role in agriculture, FAO is 
prioritizing women in selecting participants for the Good 
Agricultural Practices (GAP) Training Program for partner 
CBOs under its “Support to Agriculture and Agribusiness 
Enterprises in Mindanao for Sustainable Development” 
project. The initiative, funded by the Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA), is being implemented 
by FAO in partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture, 

During the training, FAO provided the participants with 
lectures and hands-on experience in actual flying of the 
quadcopter, flight planning, and processing of the images 
captured by the UAV. 

Training flights were done at the BARMM Integrated 
Agricultural Center (BARMMIARC) in Sultan Kudarat, 
Maguindanao. During the third day of the training, the 
participants created a flight mission plan and successfully 
implemented a 10-minute drone-mapping mission. The 
participants assigned roles to each team member, conducted 
pre-flight, on-flight and post-flight checks, flight planning and 
actual drone flying.

MAFAR expressed its gratitude to FAO for the training. 
The Ministry has also signified its interest in asking FAO for a 
similar training on Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to 
complement the UAV training, particularly in processing and 
analyzing the images captured by the UAVs. 

MAFAR lauded the importance of the knowledge and 
skills gained by its personnel from the training and expressed 
optimism that with continuous collaboration with FAO they will 
be able to use this technology in their programs and projects to 
benefit farmers and fishers of the Bangsamoro Region. 

The training supports FAO’s advocacy of promoting the 
use of ICT-based innovations and e-agriculture to enhance 
the efficiency and competitiveness of the agriculture sector. 
Specifically, UAVs can help MAFAR to more effectively and 
efficiently plan and monitor its interventions in its areas of 
jurisdiction. 

The use of drones facilitates faster ocular inspections 
while covering a wider area, which greatly help particularly 
in planning for the appropriate and timely distribution of 
agricultural inputs. Drones also enable aerial mapping, the 
outputs of which can be used in a wide range of applications 
for evidence-based decision-making.
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Training participants trying their hands on preparing organic fertilizers and repellents, 
FAO-KOICA project training on good agricultural practices for rice corn and vegetables, 9 
to 12 March.
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FAO Philippines staff briefing MAFAR personnel on the drone control and navigation 
equipment prior to the practice flight-part of the training.
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Addressing the struggles of 
Sulu’s heroes of the land 
and of the sea

Despite the seemingly insurmountable odds 
they face on a daily basis, Sulu’s farmers and 
fisherfolk carry on, fueled by faith and the drive 
to provide for their families.

“The parable of the life of this world is that of water which We 
send down from the sky: By its mingling arises the produce of the 
earth which provides food for men and animals... The people 
to whom it belongs think they have all powers of disposal over 
it; Our Command comes upon it by night or day, and We make 
it a mown field, as if it had not flourished the day before!” – The 
Holy Qur’an Chapter Al-Yūnus, Ayat 24.

As with all discerning Muslims, the farmers and fisherfolk of 
Sulu – a province in the southern Philippines historically 

characterized by conflicts – draw guidance and pin their 
hopes on the Words of Blessings of Allah in the Noble Qur’an. 
They believe Allah provides, but they also know they have to 
exert their ordained powers of disposal to benefit from these 
God-given provisions. This realization surfaced in a social fora 
and dialogue that FAO held with the fisherfolk in Bangas Island 
of Panglima Tahil Municipality, Sulu on 8 March and with the 
farmers of Patikul, Sulu the next day.

While acknowledging the debilitating effects of the 
continuing conflict and lawlessness in the province, the farmers 
of Sulu recognize the importance of organizing themselves 
for concerted agricultural work and advancements. Sahiron 
Amirul helped organize and now chairs the Sulu Provincial 
Cooperative Union that subscribes to the belief that the two 
main resources of Sulu are its land and sea, and the yields 
from both. Tuan Yahiya Abdullah, former president of the Sulu 
Farmers Federation, backs this belief, tilling a demonstration 
farm in Talipao Municipality where he grows cassava, banana, 
coffee and pomelo aside from the other fruit trees that grow 
unattended in the fertile Sulu soil. Similarly, Munir Dail of the 
Sulu Farmers Federation in Bung Kaung, Talipao grows rice 
from seeds provided by the regional government of Cotabato.

Fisheries and Agrarian Reform (MAFAR) of the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) and 
the Department of Agriculture (DA). The project aims to 
contribute to the development of agriculture and agribusiness 
in the provinces of North Cotabato and Maguindanao.

From 9 to 12 March, FAO conducted GAP training in 
Koronadal City for CBO project partners in North Cotabato. 
The training honed the capacities of farmers, including 
women farmer-leaders, on resilient rice-based farming 
systems and post-harvest technologies. Of the 26 training 
participants, 14 were women farmer-leaders.

The three-day training covered topics such as preparation 
of organic fertilizers and repellents, integrated pest 
management, halal crop production, and community seed 
banking.

Resource persons came from FAO, the Philippine Rice 
Research Institute (Philrice) – Midsayap, University of 
Southern Philippines – College of Agriculture, Sultan 
Kudarat State University, Office of the Provincial Agriculturist 
– North Cotabato, DA Regional Field Office XII, and the 
Magsasaka at Siyentipiko para sa Pag-Unlad ng Agrikultura 
(MASIPAG), a local NGO.

Expressing gratitude for being chosen as one of the 
training participants, PFA President Adela Niedo said, 
“the knowledge learned from this highly relevant learning 
event will surely translate into increased productivity and 
improved incomes, and a better life for our families.”

Being a farmer leader, she committed to organize village-
level trainings to share her newly-gained knowledge and 
skills to other farmers in her village, including women 
farmers.

After completing the GAP training, participants are 
expected to facilitate similar training activities with other 
members of their respective CBOs with assistance of DA 
agricultural technicians in their respective localities.
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A Filipino fisherman tending to his cast net.

Participants during an exercise on sorting and identifying insects during the FAO-KOICA 
project training, 9-12 March 2020.
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Developing agriculture and 
agribusiness enterprises in 
Mindanao

FAO-KOICA project envisaged to contribute to 
sustainable peace and development in conflict 
and post-conflict areas in the Bangsamoro Region.

FAO Philippines, in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Agrarian Reform of the 

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(MAFAR-BARMM), the Department of Agriculture (DA), 
and the Korea International Development Agency (KOICA), 
held the inception meeting of the “Support to Agriculture 
and Agribusiness Enterprises in Mindanao for Sustainable 
Development” project on 24 February in Pasig City. 

The project, funded by KOICA, aims to contribute to the 
attainment of sustainable peace and development and inclusive 
growth in Mindanao through support to the improvement of 
agriculture and fisheries-based livelihoods, and accelerated 
agriculture-based enterprises. FAO, MAFAR-BARMM, and DA 
Regional Field Office XII are jointly implementing the initiative.

The project will focus on increasing productivity and 
integration of the beneficiaries in the agriculture value chains 
through the adoption of improved technologies, provision of 
machineries and equipment and enhanced market linkages. It 
targets to benefit 10 740 farming and fishing households in the 
areas of Maguindanao, North Cotabato, and Cotabato City 
when it ends in December 2021.

The Project Coordination Committee (PCC) has been 
organized and is co-chaired by MAFAR Minister Mohammad 
S. Yacob and Director Arlan Mangelen of DA’s Regional 
Field Office XII. It is membered by Hon. Governor Nancy 
Catamco of North Cotabato, Hon. Governor Bai Mariam 

Among the ranks of the fisherfolk, the increasing fishing 
difficulties posed by competition by big and better-equipped 
fishing boats have not prevented the Sulu fishermen from 
sailing out to sea and casting their nets, with the hope of 
catching enough fish to sell as well as to feed their families. 
Abdul Bauddin cites the presence of these fishing vessels in the 
Sulu Sea as the major cause for the sharp decline in their catch. 
Despite these challenges, the Sulu fisherfolk continue to fish, 
all the while keeping the faith that the country’s laws and local 
ordinances will one day tilt balance in favor of smallholder 
fisherfolk and that they are prioritized over the big-time 
commercial fishers in the Sulu Sea.

The small fishermen of Sulu declare they have transcended 
the past practice of discriminating against other ethnic fisher 
groups. In a welcome development, these Tausug fishermen say 
that, nowadays, there is neither discrimination nor competition 
among them and the Sama and Badjao fishermen. This is due 
to the realization that they share the same problems as they all 
fish in the same sea and must live the same dismal fate when 
the catch is meagre.

One cannot help but admire the heart and courage of these 
farmers and fishers, who, in spite the odds, have continued to 
toil the land and harvest the sea of Sulu. They may be living 
a hand-to-mouth life, but their faith, courage, dedication, and 
patience will see them through these turbulent times, as did their 
forefathers.

Farmers of Patikul, Sulu holding talks with local government officials during the FAO-
organized dialogue session held on 9 March.
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Deputy Director Hwang Jaesang of KOICA, Minister Mohammad Yacob of MAFAR-
BARMM, and Director Arlan Mangelen of the DA’s Regional Field Office 12 hold up copies 
of the signed resolution and Project Implementation Plan.

FAO-organized social fora and dialogue with the fisherfolks in Bangas Island of Panglima 
Tahil Municipality, Sulu on 8 March.
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Sangki Mangudadatu of Maguindanao, FAO Representative 
ad interim in the Philippines Ms. Xiangjun Yao, and KOICA 
Country Director Mr. Song Minhyeon.

According to Ismael E. Trasmonte, Jr., FAO Project Team 
Leader, the committee is responsible for providing general 
oversight and coordination of the project.

During the inception meeting, members of the project team 
headed by Mr Trasmonte presented the Project Implementation 
Plan (PIP), highlighting its agriculture, fisheries, livestock, and 
disaster risk reduction and climate change action components 
as well as the mechanisms for implementation. 

After the presentations, Mr Trasmonte endorsed the PIP to 
the PCC through a resolution. After careful deliberation and 
discussions of issues and concerns, PCC co-Chairs’ Yacob and 
Mangelen approved the PIP.

In his address to the meeting delegates, Minister Yacob 
said the approved PIP shall mainly serve as a guide for the 
project implementers in ensuring the smooth and systematic 
implementation of the project activities.

Also delivering messages of support at the inception meeting 
were KOICA Deputy Country Director Hwang Jaesang and 
Assistant FAO Representative (Programme) Ms. Tamara Duran.

National Food Safety 
Indicators project wraps up

Results could help mainstream the culture of food 
safety in the country.

In collaboration with the Philippine Government, FAO, through 
its Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) and Country 

Office in the Philippines, supported a pilot project titled 
“Development of National Food Safety Indicators with a One 
Health Approach”, with the Philippine College of Veterinary 
Public Health (PCVPH) as the service provider and in partnership 
with the Department of Agriculture (DA). The project aimed at 
initiating the process of developing and prioritizing national 
food safety indicators (FSIs) for the Philippines based on a 

pool of 40 regional indicators that were proposed during the 
regional consultation workshop organized by FAO in Singapore 
in December 2017.

The Philippines developed three priority FSIs and the results 
were shared for validation and refinement at a follow up Asia-
Pacific Regional Meeting organized by FAO RAP in November 
2019 in Wuhan, China. At this gathering, initial results and the 
ways forward of the pilot project were also discussed.

The three priority FSIs developed for the country include: (1) 
number of meat inspectors trained on official food control doing 
routine inspection in licensed slaughterhouses in the National 
Capital Region (FSI #14); (2) presence of and access to ISO 
17025-accredited central food testing laboratory to detect and 
test for chloramphenicol (CAP) drug residue in shrimps for export 
(FSI #18); and (3) meat stakeholders, including consumers, are 
informed and made aware of meat safety information as well 
as of potential problems and risks related to meat hygiene and 
safety through IEC materials (FSI #31).

At the project’s concluding workshop held on 27 February at 
the Sulo Riviera Hotel in Quezon City, FAO and its Philippine 
partners reviewed the project’s accomplishments and outputs 
as well as proposed plans for the adoption and possible 
mainstreaming of its results, particularly of the three priority foods 
safety indicators developed for the Philippines.

Ms Tamara Palis-Duran, Assistant FAO Representative 
(Programme) highlighted the importance of the results of the 
project, particularly in relation to promoting food safety in the 
country, saying that “through the three food safety indicators 
pilot-tested for the country under this project, we now have a 
jump-off point towards developing a more extensive evidence-
based measure to monitor the status and performance of the 
country’s food safety control system, which is also in line with 
one of the main thrusts of the revitalized DA under Secretary 
William Dar,” she said.

“The experiences, challenges, and lessons learned from this 
initiative will help form the basis for moving forward beyond 
the pilot phase and potentially be used in formulating and/
or improving programs that will move forward the country’s 
national food safety system,” she concluded.

Read the report of the concluding workshop here: http://
www.fao.org/3/ca9713en/ca9713en.pdf. 
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Stakeholders and partners of the Philippine component of the regional NFSI project show their love with “finger hearts” at the close of the project’s concluding workshop.
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FAO, national partners hold 
dialogue on food security, 
related issues

Findings of country-level consultation to inform 
FAO’s regional agenda.

For the first-time ever, FAO held country-level consultations 
with its national partners and stakeholders prior to its Regional 

Conferences (RCs) with the goal of further strengthening their 
engagement and alignment with FAO’s regional priorities.

The RCs are an important component of FAO’s governing 
policy. At the RCs, FAO’s overall policies and regulatory 
frameworks are defined and its Strategic Framework, 
Medium-Term Plan, and programme of work and budget are 
established. The RCs also contribute towards the oversight of 
the administration of the organization. The pre-RC country 
level consultation is the initiative of Dr Qu Dongyu, FAO’s new 
Director-General, to ensure continuous engagement between 
FAO Member States and Regional Offices.

The country level consultations aimed to increase national 
partners’ understanding and appreciation of the RCs, foster 
greater ownership and buy-in of its outcomes, and share FAO’s 
work and experiences on specific regional priorities and areas 
of technical focus, among others.

In line with this, FAO Philippines conducted country-level 
consultation with its national partners on 15 January in 
preparation for the 35th FAO Asia-Pacific Regional Conference 
(APRC), which was originally slated to be held in Bhutan. 
The event was very well participated-in by a diverse mix of 
stakeholders representing government agencies, civil society 
organizations (CSOs), and the private sector.

Government agencies represented included the Department 
of Agriculture, Department of Agrarian Reform, Department 
of Science and Technology’s Food and Nutrition Research 

Institute, Department of Foreign Affairs, National Economic 
and Development Authority, Philippine Statistics Authority, 
Climate Change Commission, Philippine Commission on 
Women, Senate Economic Planning Office, Congressional 
Policy and Budget Research Department, and the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries, and Agrarian Reform of the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao. CSOs at the event 
included the Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development, Philippine Partnership for the Development 
of Human Resources in Rural Asia, Asian Farmers Association 
for Sustainable Rural Development, and the Pambansang 
Kilusan ng mga Samahang Magsasaka.

Ms. Xiangjun Yao, FAO Representative ad interim in the 
Philippines, Mr. David Dawe, Senior Policy Officer based at 
FAO’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP), and other 
FAO Philippines country office staff presented and facilitated 
discussions on the major topics and sections to be covered 
at the APRC, including the special APRC events on Digital 
Agriculture and Innovation and the recently launched FAO’s 
flagship Hand-in-Hand Initiative (HiHi).

Delegates highlighted a number of issues during the 
consultation. Among these are: (1) implementing robust M&E 
system for the agricultural sector; (2) mainstreaming gender and 
climate change action in the FAO priority regional programs; 
(3) leveraging social protection systems to make economic 
growth more nutrition-sensitive, promoting technical synergy 
between FAO and other organizations with similar mandates; 
(4) building consensus among farmers on smart agriculture; (5) 
maximizing use of “big data” for sustainable agriculture; (6) 
developing and aligning national and regional strategies for 
digital agriculture; (7) increasing the use of ICT (e.g. drones) 
for more efficient disaster management and response; (8) 
tapping legislation to promote FAO’s work in the country and 
in the region; (9) continuing work on AMR, food safety, and 
transboundary diseases; and (10) conducting more regular 
consultations with national stakeholders for better inclusivity in 
FAO’s regional priorities.

Although the APRC has been postponed indefinitely due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the results of the consultation 
provided important insights to ensuring the alignment of FAO 
support and priorities to its national partners and stakeholders.
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FAO Philippines staff and representatives of national partner organizations and agencies at the country-level consultations.
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Invisible no more: women 
farmer trio exemplify 
women’s key role in 
agricultural development

Three women in their twilight years are proving 
that gender and age are no hindrances to 
pursuing a better life for themselves and their 
community.

Juanita Celiz, 49, Candelaria Dumale, 65, and Merlinda 
Go, 52, tend to vegetables that they are raising in gardens 

for home consumption and for selling. “Sarili mong tanim, 
alam mong safe kainin [You know the food is safe if you plant 
it yourself],” says Merlinda. The three elderly women from 
Barangay Luhib in Lake Sebu in South Cotabato are active 
advocates of healthy eating and of farming. Although they 
admit that their years are rapidly advancing, they do not use 
age as an excuse to slow down. In fact, they see their “senior 
years” as motivation to better their lives as well as those of their 
fellow community members.

This is laudable particularly in the light that many agriculture-
based countries – including the Philippines – still look at 
women as no more than farm assistants. Sadly, research by 
FAO points to women farmers’ contribution to food production 
as being “undervalued if not invisible”.

The three friends, however, says that they have not always 
known about the benefits of growing their own vegetables. 
A few years back, Juanita, Candelaria, and Merlinda, along 
with other women members of their barangay (village), initially 
attended training on proper nutrition and vegetable gardening 
provided by an NGO. Later, the three women farmers saw 
an opportunity to further their knowledge and benefits from 
farming when the FAO project “Dynamic Conservation 
and Sustainable Use of Agrobiodiversity in Traditional 

Agroecosystems of the Philippines” came to their community. 
FAO is co-implementing the initiative with the Department of 
Agriculture’s Bureau of Agricultural Research (DA-BAR) with 
funding provided by the Global Environment Facility (GEF).

Under the project, the three women, along with 25 other 
women coming from the project’s five pilot barangays, were 
organized to form the Lake Sebu Indigenous Women and 
Farmers Association (LASIWFA).

During one of the community engagement activities, the 
project team discovered that tomato farmers are just dumping 
their produce on the side of the road because of low selling 
price, which is not even enough to cover production and 
transport costs.

To address this, the project conducted a market and value 
chain study of tomatoes and other agrobiodiversity products in 
the area. The study found that processing tomatoes into candy 
could potentially earn a farmer as much as PhP 1 015 (about 
USD 20.30) per crate compared to only PhP 200-400 (about 
USD 4-8) per 20 kg crate of fresh tomatoes This encouraged 
them to take the tomato-candy business opportunity further. 
The project provided them and others in their community 
relevant trainings on organizational strengthening and for the 
enhancement of their entrepreneurial skills.

With the support of the Provincial Local Government Unit 
(PLGU) of South Cotabato and through the facilitation of the 
Provincial Planning and Development Office, LASIWFA was 
given the opportunity to acquire a dehydrator – a machine 
that could be used to process the community’s native crops into 
food products – as well as construct a processing facility.

There was a caveat, though: the association had to provide 
a place to install the equipment and processing facility in. 
Problem was LASIWFA did not have land for this purpose nor 
the funds to acquire such.

Undeterred, Juanita, Candelaria, and Merlinda pooled their 
personal resources together to acquire a parcel of land in 
the barangay for the dehydrator. Together with Jelly Suriaga, 
another woman-farmer from the same village, they were able 
to raise PhP 90 000 (USD 1 800) from their farm earnings to 
buy the piece of land for the dehydrator and the processing 
facility.
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The Luhib women farmer-leader trio (from left to right): Juanita Celiz, Candelaria 
Dumale, and Merlinda Go.
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Facade of the newly completed processing facility established by LASIWFA.
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Some naysayers were quick to dismiss their efforts, saying 
that the project is doomed to fail. Juanita was just as quick to 
dispel this, saying “kung hindi matuloy, at least may investment 
kami [Even if it doesn’t push through, we’ll have this as 
investment].”

The “investors” explained that they did so because they 
believe the dehydrator can open up livelihood opportunities 
for the current and future generations of women in their 
community, especially those from the T’boli tribe.

 “Kailangan lang nila ng konting alalay. Nagsimula din po 
kasi kami sa wala [They just need a little help. We also started 
from scratch],” Merlinda emphasized.

The three listed chili, mushroom, and ube powders, as well 
as candied fruits and vegetable-based ketchups to produce 
initially. They have also visited a number of business and 
souvenir/gift centers as potential outlets for their products.

The trio, however, admit that it will be the younger generation 
of women farmers/processors who will ultimately benefit from 
the dehydrator and the processing facility that they started. 
“Hindi na din naman kami bumabata. Hindi naman habang-
buhay kami puwedeng magsaka [We are not getting any 
younger. We can’t farm forever],” says Candelaria.

While they still have energy, enthusiasm, and strength, 
however, the three friends promise to continue to help their 
community realize its collective vision of progress and 
development.

This dream came closer to reality after the processing center 
was officially turned over to LASIWFA on 3 March by Governor 
Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr. With this, the association may now 
avail of soft loans to improve their enterprise as well as opened 
up market linkages to bigger supermarkets in Koronadal 
City. The PLGU also supported additional improvements to 
the processing center, including the enhancement of the wall 
paints and provision of chairs.

To date, LASIWFA has been able to access PhP 2 million 
(about USD 40 000) to establish five more barangay-based 
processing centers, as well as to acquire two dehydrators.

Livelihoods from 
agrobiodiversity: 
Hungduan’s heirloom rice 
cookies

In the highlands of Ifugao in the northern 
Philippines, a women’s group found a profitably 
sweet way of using heirloom rice to augment 
their incomes from rice farming.

Hungduan is an Ifugao municipality that holds the 
distinction of being one of the pilot Globally  Important 

Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) recognized by 
FAO, but this recognition has not given Hungduan farmers 
a distinct advantage to earn well from their heirloom rice. 
While heirloom rice – particularly the Minaangan variety – 
is the product that the town is most well-known for, many of 
the farmers there have limited knowledge and capacity to 
produce value-added products from it. Sadly as well, once the 
rice planting season is over, only a few opportunities to earn 
are available to farmers and their households. Luckily, one 
organization came just in time to help Hungduan’s farmers: the 
Baang Women’s Organization and Rural Improvement Club 
(or simply the Baang Women’s Club). 
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Juanita Celiz (in green), LASIWFA project manager, demonstrating the procedure for 
making tomato candy to some members of the FAO project coordinating committee as 
and other Luhib cluster members look on.

Hungduan women in their traditional attire and their heirloom rice.
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Originally organized in 2009 for ‘yuyu’ (Japanese fish) 
production, the Baang Women’s Club thought of a “sweet” 
plan to make the community earn more income: making 
cookies from Hungduan’s Minaangan rice. This endeavor was 
a truly multi-partner effort: the municipal local government unit 
(MLGU) provided funding support; the Provincial Agriculture, 
Environment and Natural Resources Office (PAENRO) 
provided the trainer for the training on rice-based products; 
and the provincial office of the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) provided additional trainings on food handling, 
bookkeeping, product packaging and labeling, and bread 
and pastries production. 

Building the Hungduan farmers’ capacities, however, 
was only the first step. The community needed equipment to 
produce their cookies. While the MLGU provided two ovens, 
a stainless work table, and some cooking utensils, they still 
needed a disintegrator and other implements to produce 
their baked goods on a commercial scale. This was where the 
project, “Dynamic Conservation and Sustainable Use of Agro-
Biodiversity in Traditional Agro-Ecosystems of the Philippines” 
(or ABD project) jointly implemented by FAO and the 
Department of Agriculture – Bureau of Agricultural Research 
(DA-BAR) with funding support from the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF), came in. 

The project not only provided the cooking materials and 
utensils that the group needed, but it also provided farm tools 
such as microtillers and brush cutters that the farmers could 
use on their rice fields. It also facilitated the establishment of 
a community seed bank in each of the six pilot barangays in 
Hungduan so that farmers can store seeds that may be used in 
the next planting season. Besides supplying the equipment, the 
project also committed to support the group in promoting and 
marketing the products produced by the farmers, while at the 
same time encouraging and teaching them ways to continue 
conserving their agrobiodiversity. 

The MLGU also provided marketing and financial support 
to the group from their “One Town One Product” (OTOP) 
Fund, which was allocated for the communities’ production of 
rice-based products. The provincial office of the Department 
of Science and Technology (DOST) also extended help by 
conducting a nutritional analysis on the cookies made by 
the women. Through the ABD project, DOST also trained the 
budding food processors on good manufacturing practices, 
food safety, and improved product packaging and labeling. 
Meanwhile, the barangay local government unit (BLGU) 
supported the construction of the extension of the barangay 
food terminal, which was already being managed by the 
Baang Women’s Club as their processing facility.

The outpouring of support has led to the women’s 
organization enjoying several gains. From their modest capital 
of PhP 260.00 (about USD 5.20), they were able to initially 

earn PhP 465.00 (about USD 9.30) or nearly double what 
they first put in. The ABD project also made good on their 
commitment to the group, which is composed of 18 women 
– mostly belonging to the indigenous Tuwali tribe – and 
supported their products’ participation and promotion in local, 
national, and international trade fairs and exhibits. Sales of 
products went directly to the Baang Women’s Club. The women 
farmers use the income from the sale of their rice cookies to 
support their respective families.  

The members of the Baang Women’s Club continue to 
think of new ways to make the most out of their minaangan 
rice, which include producing popped rice and rice tea. They 
also hope to have a dedicated processing facility so they can 
further improve their food production process.

Rosita Atiyon, the group’s chair, encourages other women 
farmers in other communities similar to theirs to explore and 
maximize opportunities like they did.

“If farm activities are over, especially for women, think of 
an economic activity that will augment your income. Don’t be 
afraid. It may be difficult at first, but there are agencies and 
entities out there like FAO, DTI, DOST, and LGUs who are 
willing to assist local initiatives,” she advised.

Minaangan rice cookies packed ready for the market. Processing traditional rice variety 
into a high-value product such as cookies, as in the case of Hungduan, shows that it 
is possible to strike a balance between conserving local agrobiodiversity and deriving 
economic returns from them.
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Yummy treat from heirloom rice: freshly baked Minaangan rice cookies.
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Contact information:
FAO Representation in the Philippines
UN House Manila
14th Floor North Tower, Rockwell Business Center Sheridan
Manila, Philippines
FAO-PH@fao.org ©
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Latest publications

FAO Philippines, Delivering 
for Impact (Highlights of 
accomplishments 2019)

This impact brief summarizes 
and presents the highlights of 
FAO’s major accomplishments/
achievements in the Philippines in 
2019, through its Country Office, 
related to its activities, projects, and 
programmes in its mandate areas of 
agriculture, fishery, and forestry and 

Using unmanned aerial 
vehicles to improve post-
disaster assessment and 
validation of agricultural 
damages in the Philippines

In 2015, the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) and FAO 
collaborated to pilot an unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAV)-based 
methodology for pre- and post-

The Philippines - Impact of 
Early Warning Early Action

This publication highlights the 
drought early warning work done 
by the Philippines Country Office 
and the Early Warning Early Action 
(EWEA) team which enabled FAO to 
act over 4 months earlier compared 
to a standard drought response 
operation. This model is now being 
adopted by the government in an 

guided by its Country Programming Framework 2018-2024.

The brief, presented in an easy-to-read, ready-to-print, 
coffee table book-format, also covers FAO Philippines’ 
initiatives and achievements during the year in the areas 
of resource mobilization, donor relations, communications, 
operations, and partnerships.

Access the publication here: http://www.fao.org/3/
ca8585en/CA8585EN.pdf.

effort to extend to other regions, making a further contribution 
to FAO’s already solid track record in supporting disaster risk 
reduction efforts in the country.

Moreover, the project’s focus on Mindanao which is a 
conflict area also provided the opportunity to implement and 
analyze conflict as well as gender sensitive programming with 
interesting findings on both aspects. Finally, the project sets a 
basis for an increased use of social protection systems in the 
country as a means to increase the efficiency, effectiveness and 
inclusiveness of anticipatory action and response.

Access the publication here: http://www.fao.org/3/
ca9371en/ca9371en.pdf.

disaster assessment in the Bicol and Davao Regions in order to 
mainstream innovative ways to enhance Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) in the agriculture sector. As of 2019, all DA regional field 
offices are equipped and capable of operating fixed-wing or 
multi-rotor UAVs, which have been used in numerous areas 
affected by disasters.

This good practice fact sheet looks at how UAVs contribute 
to strengthening disaster resilience in the Philippines.

Access the brief here: http://www.fao.org/3/ca7992en/
ca7992en.pdf.

Concluding workshop 
of the Pilot Project 
on National Food 
Safety Indicators in the 
Philippines

The report summarizes the findings 
and recommendations of the pilot 
project entitled “Development of 
National Food Safety Indicators 
with a One Health Approach” as 

presented during the initiative’s concluding workshop held on 
27 February. As indicated in the report, all stakeholders agreed 
that development of a set of common food safety messages 
developed collaboratively is effective, rather than having 
different pieces from each different agency. The workshop 
also provided a clear evidence of the need for One Health 
approach, as highlighted by discussions on common reporting 
systems and suggestions to include local government agencies 
as part of the initiative to enhance better food safety assurance 
at local and national levels.  

Access the report here: http://www.fao.org/3/ca9713en/
ca9713en.pdf.


