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About this online discussion
This document summarizes the online discussion How can agricultural policies and strategies help to end child 
labour in agriculture? held on the FAO Global Forum on Food Security and Nutrition (FSN Forum) from 27 April 
to 25 May 2020. The discussion was facilitated by Jessie Rivera Fagan of FAO in Rome, Italy.

The discussion was part of FAO�s activities leading up to the International Year for the Elimination of Child 
Labour in 2021 and of its broader efforts to contribute to the progress in achieving Target 8.7 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2025. A comprehensive multisectoral approach is often needed to address child labour in 
agriculture. Therefore, participants were invited to share information and case studies on policies and programmes 
which have been effective at reducing child labour in agriculture in relation to the following aspects: 1) hunger 
and malnutrition; 2) climate change and environmental degradation; 3) family farming; 4) innovation; 5) public 
and private investment; 6) attention to domestic supply chains; and 7) cross-sectoral policies and strategies. 

Over the four weeks of discussion, participants from 41 countries shared 90 contributions. The topic introduction 
and the discussion questions proposed, as well as the contributions received, are available on the discussion page: 
www.fao.org/fsnforum/activities/discussions/addressing-child-labour-agriculture
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Addressing child labour in agriculture: de�ning actions and approaches

Participants highlighted that even though national 
governments have put in place legal frameworks and 
speci�c policies to address child labour, too many children 
remain affected by this practice. Most of these children 
are engaged in harmful agricultural work, often involving 
hazardous tasks in which their rights are neglected; in 
addition, the work frequently interferes with their school 

attendance (Swaib Karafule, Belinda Issakou Adamou 
Houssou, Dhananjaya Poudyal, Ayebare Prudence). The lack 
of successful implementation of policies and programmes to 
date has been ascribed to limited budgets, lack of coverage, 
lack of technical capacities, limited scope in addressing 
poverty and livelihood concerns, and low awareness 
of the impact of child labour (Marygoretti Gachagua).  



How can agricultural policies and strategies help to end child labour in agriculture?2

a living wage was also highlighted (Gine Zwart). In addition, 
investment in basic services for rural areas is crucial, especially 
greater access to quality education, including for secondary 
school children, and expansion of public health care. 
Other key areas of action mentioned by many participants 
included capacity building in local communities, encouraging 
government actors and NGOs to report cases of child labour, 
monitoring and evaluating the progress of efforts to combat 
child labour, and implementing incentive systems to avoid 
employing child labour. 

Multiple participants also stressed the need to consider 
context speci�cities (Pablo Ruiz) � in this regard, a good 
approach could be the adoption of territorial development 
policies (Fatima Idahmad) � as well as the different challenges 
experienced by children of various age groups and genders 
(European Commission, Godswill Chimdugam Wachukwu, 
Christian Häberli, KBN Rayana).

The following sections provide an overview of the suggestions 
and case studies on policies and programmes shared by 
participants, and which relate speci�cally to the following 
different aspects: 1) hunger and malnutrition; 2) climate 
change and environmental degradation; 3) family farming; 
4) innovation; 5) public and private investment; 6) attention 
to domestic supply chains; 7) cross-sectoral policies and 
strategies.

An additional factor has been the failure to acknowledge 
and address sociocultural issues that hamper the effective 
implementation of policies (Maria Moate).

Participants pointed out that mainstreaming child labour 
concerns in development strategies (Maria Lee) as well as 
food and agriculture policies is crucial and that effectively 
addressing child labour in agriculture requires a harmonized, 
integrated and multistakeholder approach (Marco Dubbelt, 
Bernd Seiffert, Lal Manavado, Pablo Ruiz, Maria Lee). It was 
stressed that there should be recognition of unequal power 
relationships between different agriculture and food supply 
chain stakeholders, and that vulnerable and marginalized 
groups may therefore require speci�c support to enhance 
their participation in decision-making processes (SØrgio 
Mattos) � which should, in any case, include farmers and 
their communities (John Ede, Lalaina Raza�ndrakoto). Related 
to this, participants emphasized that policies should be 
based on a human rights-based approach (Jeston Lunda) 
which, naturally, implies the engagement of children�s rights 
organizations (Marco Dubbelt). 

A wide range of interlinked actions were suggested that 
should be undertaken if child labour in agriculture is to be 
adequately addressed. Multiple participants stressed the 
need to provide technical and �nancial support to improve 
farmers� working conditions and income. The importance of 

Addressing the challenges of vulnerable children

There are several categories of children who may be 
particularly vulnerable to child labour. These may include, 
but are not limited to: girls; children living in emergency 
contexts; those belonging to minority groups, such as 
indigenous populations; those of landless farmers or 
labour migrants; and those with disabilities. Yet during 
the discussion, participants highlighted two categories 
that deserve speci�c attention.

Children involved in migration
Children migrating with families that engage in 
agricultural work may be at particular risk of child labour 
(European Commission) owing to piece-rate payments, 
pressure to meet quotas or pay back debts incurred during 
migration, and lack of child care. Children of migrant 
families may work longer hours and be exposed to more 
hazards than children of resident families and may not 
have access to education, while children traveling alone 
may be particularly vulnerable to different forms of 
abuse. Seasonal migration in agriculture can also lead 

to child labour, as children travelling with their families 
are out of school for a given time period. Furthermore, 
children who are left behind may be forced to take over 
the work previously done by the household member who 
has migrated (Jacqueline Demeranville). 

Rural youth aged 15�17
While youth in this age group have reached the minimum 
age for employment, the work they are involved in may 
be hazardous, and thus still considered child labour. In 
fact, these youth are at great risk of exploitation as they 
frequently experience barriers to decent employment, 
which are related to: a) limited access to vocational 
and secondary education; b) lack of competitiveness; c) 
inadequate access to services and capital; d) restrictions on 
participation in producer organizations and trade unions; 
and e) exclusion from government and employment-
related programmes. Worldwide, about 38 million children 
of this age cohort are engaged in child labour, most of 
them in agriculture (Lalaina Raza�ndrakoto). 






































