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PARLATINO and FAO express their commitment to join forces to mitigate the effects of the crisis caused 

by COVID-19 in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, and rebuild better food systems, 

urging governments and parliaments in the region to promote increased responsible investment in 

agriculture and food systems by applying the Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and 

Food Systems (CFS RAI)1  

CONSIDERING 

 

• That the greatest economic and social crisis of the last 100 years is expected in Latin America 
and the Caribbean due to the COVID 19 pandemic, anticipating a 9.1% drop in regional Gross 
Domestic Product by 2020, with negative impacts on employment, poverty levels, food security 
and nutritional status of people, highlighting the structural flaws of the region. 

• That an increase of 45 million people in poverty is expected in the region, reaching a total of 230 
million people, while extreme poverty will increase by 28 million people, reaching 96 million 
people. 

• That this carries an imminent risk of malnutrition in all its forms, especially of the most 
vulnerable communities, both because they do not have sufficient resources to purchase food, 
as well as because they have to opt for cheaper and less nutritious foods. 

• That the high levels of inequality already existing in the region are aggravating the social and 
economic impacts of the pandemic, exacerbating the degree of vulnerability of various social 
groups, disproportionately affecting indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants, migrants, refugees 
and internally displaced persons, women and children. 

• That, given the relevance of the agri-food sector for the economy and for the generation of 
employment and food security, it is urgent to increase investments that respond to the crisis 
derived from COVID-19 and strengthen the sector, and with it, inclusive and sustainable 
development, helping to rebuild the economies of all the countries of the region equally, 
supporting community resilience and keeping food production and related supply chains 
operational. 

• That family farmers are the main investors in the agricultural sector, and given that they are 

 
1 Approved by the Committee on World Food Security in 2014 
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particularly exposed to the effects of the pandemic due to movement restrictions, it is urgent to 
take measures to avoid their decapitalization. 

• That, to contribute to the mitigation of and recovery from the effects of the current pandemic 
and to rebuild more resilient food systems in the event of future crises, promoting the 
progressive realization of the right to adequate food, it is necessary that agricultural 
investments be made in a sustainable way, from an economic, social and environmental point of 
view, for an inclusive and transformative post-COVID-19 recovery. 
 

RECOGNIZING 
 

• The relevance of responsible investments in agriculture and food systems for the achievement 
of the 2030 Agenda: PARLATINO and FAO have undertaken a series of actions to position the 
issue on political agendas, as well as to support countries to develop policies that make it 
possible to strengthen family farming and local food production. In that context, a Declaration 
on Family Farming was endorsed in 2014, and a Model Law on the matter was adopted in 2017. 
More recently, a statement was issued to urge countries to protect family farming in times of 
COVID 19. 

• The joint PARLATINO and FAO work plan, where the promotion of responsible investment is 
established as a priority. This work plan has the constant support of the Parliamentary Front 
Against Hunger of Latin America and the Caribbean (PFH-LAC), comprising 21 national 
parliaments and 4 regional or subregional parliaments, and is supplemented by the Project to 
Support the Hunger Free Latin America and the Caribbean Initiative, which is supported by the 
Spanish Cooperation, and the “Mesoamérica Hunger Free Programme”, joint effort of the 
Mexican Cooperation and FAO. 

• The Declaration of the First Global Parliamentary Summit against Hunger and Malnutrition, held 
in 2018, in which parliamentarians from more than 60 countries, from PARLATINO, from the 
Mercosur Parliament (PARLASUR), from the FPH-LAC, the European Parliament, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, among others, recognized the importance of creating an enabling 
environment for responsible investments in the food system. 

• The importance of the United Nations Decade for Family Farming 2019-2028 (UNDFF), which 
focuses global attention on the important role of family farming in alleviating hunger and 
poverty, in providing food security and nutrition, improving livelihoods, sustainably managing 
natural resources, protecting the environment and promoting sustainable development, and its 
Global Action Plan, which continues to be a valid framework of action to strengthen economic, 
ecological and social resilience of family farmers facing the crisis, as well as for the promotion of 
innovative economic opportunities, responsible investments and market solutions, aimed at 
modernizing rural economies adversely affected by the crisis.  
 

URGE 
 
The governments and parliaments of the region to create the conditions that allow the application of 
the CFS RAI as part of their overall efforts to rebuild more sustainable, healthy, inclusive, resilient and 
transformative food systems in the context of the crisis caused by COVID-19, thus ensuring greater food 
security and better nutrition and the effective enjoyment of the right to adequate food for all people in 
their territories, through the following recommendations to: 

 

http://www.fao.org/3/CA2259EN/ca2259en.pdf


• Maintain and continue to promote a normative, legal, regulatory and institutional 
environment that would boost public and private agricultural investments, which encourage the 
local production of healthy food, and include effective safeguards to prevent and mitigate 
negative impacts. We recognize that ensuring an enabling environment for responsible 
investment lays the foundation for an effective long-term recovery in the context of COVID-19; 

• Develop social protection and health services, through urgent and extraordinary measures to 
guarantee access to health services for the most vulnerable rural families; the expansion of 
social protection programmes to include proposals for income support for the most vulnerable 
rural families and for informal workers, as well as food distribution programmes through the 
supply of local family farms; 

• Strengthen the agri-food sector and food production as fundamental steps for the reactivation 
of the economies of the region, implementing stable and ambitious food security and nutrition 
strategies that include measures to transform food systems into more efficient, inclusive, safe, 
healthy and sustainable systems; 

• Strengthen responsible investment and financing towards public policies to provide technical 
assistance and promotion of community-based water and sanitation systems; 

• Promote access to markets, infrastructure and innovative food distribution mechanisms, 
through the development of measures to support the marketing of farmers' products (different 
value chains, local markets and short supply chains, public purchases, etc.). We also encourage 
the establishment of a system for the monitoring of food prices to ensure a fair price for both 
family farmers and the consumers; 

• Enhance gender equality strategies that guarantee that investment opportunities benefit men 
and women equally, promoting equality with respect to land tenure rights and access to natural 
resources, promoting access to services, and adopting measures that encourage the 
participation of women in decision-making and leadership positions; 

• Guarantee and promote the effective fulfilment of the rights of the indigenous peoples 
stipulated in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), the 
principles of which are represented by the following legal dimensions: the right to non-
discrimination; the right to development and social welfare; the right to cultural integrity; the 
right to own, use, control and access lands, territories and natural resources; and the right to 
political participation. For which the correct application of the right to Free Prior and Informed 
Consent (FPIC), stipulated in the Convention 169 of the International Labor Organization (ILO), is 
key; 

• Combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance identified in 
the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (2001) and promote affirmative measures 
that respond to the specificities of the different groups or populations that are affected, such as 
indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants, migrants, refugees and internally displaced persons, 
women and children, as well as other groups vulnerable to this type of aggressions; 

• Promote, support and complement the investments of small and medium producers, including 
family farmers, as a key step in the post-pandemic economic reactivation, as well as provide 
them with the necessary means to invest responsibly in the agri-food chains; 

• Promote agricultural policies and incentives to carry out investment measures and policies that 
take into account the role of family farmers in incorporating nutrition into food supply chains, in 
order to reduce food losses and enhance efficiency in all phases; 

• Develop specific financial instruments with differentiated interest rates, and promote 
alternative mechanisms that encourage saving and investment, to ensure that family farmers 
can continue to supply fresh food to their communities within the framework of food systems, 



especially local ones, and at the same time playing a relevant role in the revitalization of the 
local economy; 

• Likewise, improve access to education, training, supplies, financial services, and innovative 
technologies and practices adapted to local contexts (which could reduce vulnerability to a new 
crisis) particularly for vulnerable groups. We also encourage the promotion of transparent and 
inclusive business models and partnerships that would enable small-scale producers’ access to 
markets and participation in them with more autonomy to improve and strengthen their 
economic resilience; 

• Guarantee inclusive and non-discriminatory access to public goods and services 
needed to invest responsibly in agriculture and food systems — for example, sustainable 
infrastructure, environmental protection, research and development for resilience and recovery, 
education, health, nutrition, and child care services—especially in rural areas; 

• Prioritize the health of workers in the agricultural sector, and guarantee their labor rights 
in accordance with applicable international standards, as well as the implementation of 
measures to protect their jobs, thereby stabilizing their means of employment, livelihoods and 
income, and ensure the continuity of essential business activities to discontinue the increase of 
poverty in the region; 

• Guarantee legitimate tenure rights of land and natural resources, as well as put in place 
inclusive mechanisms for consultation and participation of affected communities and effective 
and transparent complaint mechanisms; 

• In the same way, adopt concrete measures for the participation and the empowerment of 
youth in agricultural investments along the value chain, as well as measures that promote and 
complement these investments, including incentives, given that young people have been 
particularly affected by the socioeconomic impacts of the pandemic; 

• Therefore, continue working with all relevant actors at the national and local level, including 
national family farming committees and other platforms for dialogue; move forward in the 
design and implementation of national family farming action plans that take into account the 
specific challenges arising from the current crisis; and design context-specific solutions to 
address them; 

• Finally, we urge States, in consultation with all relevant stakeholders, including the private 
sector, academia, civil society, and especially those representing the most vulnerable, to 
establish systems for the monitoring, evaluation and formulation of reports to quantify the 
impact of investment on agriculture and food systems, address negative effects, evaluate the 
efficiency and effectiveness of laws, policies and regulations, and address any deficiencies 
related to the CFS RAI. 
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