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Asia 1.7

Africa 2.0

Central America and the Caribbean 2.9

South America 2.0

North America 7.7

Europe -3.9

Oceania 45.6

World 2.2

+ 2.2%

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
AFRICA  Larger harvests are estimated 
in Southern Africa and East Africa, 
despite �oods and outbreaks of desert 
locusts; although pest damages have 
been largely contained, serious concerns 
remain in some countries. Adverse 
weather reduced wheat outputs in 
North African countries, while cereal 
production in West Africa is foreseen at 
a slightly above-average level. Protracted 
con�icts continue to limit growth in 
agricultural production in Central Africa.
ASIA  Widespread �oods caused 
damage in several countries in Far East 
Asia, but rains across the subregion were 
also bene�cial for paddy production 
and the output in 2020 is forecast 
at a record high. In the Near East, 
re�ecting improved security conditions 
and favourable weather, production 
upturns were estimated in the Syrian 
Arab Republic and Iraq in 2020. Rainfall 
shortages generally kept wheat outputs 
in CIS countries at below-average levels, 
but barley production increased driven by 
larger plantings.  
LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN  In South America, cereal 
production is forecast to reach a new 
record high in 2020 underpinned by 
large maize plantings in Brazil and 
Argentina, as weak currencies boosted 
export demand and incentivized farmers. 
In Central America and the Caribbean, 
overall favourable weather conditions 
supported good yields, and cereal 
production in 2020 is expected at a 
slightly above-average level.

COUNTRIES REQUIRING 
EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE  
FOR FOOD 
FAO assesses that globally 
45�countries, including 34 in 
Africa, are in need of external 
assistance for food. The effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
particularly through the loss 
of income and jobs related to 
containment measures, have 
severely aggravated global food 
security conditions, as well as 
increasing the number of people 
in need of assistance. Con�icts 
and weather shocks remained 
critical factors affecting the 
current high levels of severe food 
insecurity.
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COUNTRIES REQUIRING EXTERNAL 
ASSISTANCE FOR FOOD

AFRICA (34 COUNTRIES)

EXCEPTIONAL SHORTFALL IN 
AGGREGATE FOOD PRODUCTION/
SUPPLIES

Central African Republic 
Con�ict, displacements with food supply constraints
�	 According to the latest Integrated Food Security 

Phase Classi�cation (IPC) analysis, the number 
of severely food insecure people (IPC Phase 3: 
�Crisis� and above) was estimated at 2.4 million 
during the lean season (May-August 2020), a 
15 percent increase compared to the 2.1 million 
forecast prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Kenya 
Floods, desert locusts
�	 About 980 000 people were estimated to be 

severely food insecure in the April-July 2020 
period, mainly located in northern and eastern 
areas as a result of livelihood losses due to �oods 
in late 2019 and localized damages to crops and 
pastures due to desert locusts. 

Somalia 
Floods, civil insecurity, desert locusts, 
COVID-19�pandemic, lingering impact of 
consecutive unfavourable rainy seasons on 
pastoral�livelihoods
�	 About 3.5 million people are estimated to 

be in need of emergency assistance in the 

July‑September 2020 period. The areas of major 
concern are southern �ood-affected riverine 
areas, urban IDP settlements, parts of southern 
Bay and Bakool regions of central Mudug and 
Galgaduud regions and of northern Sanaag, Bari 
and Woqooyi Galbeed regions.

Zimbabwe  
Economic downturn, below-average cereal harvest, 
high food prices
�	 Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the number 

of food insecure people was estimated at 
4.3�million in the �rst half of 2020. 

�	 The current number of food insecure is expected 
to be higher and remain so until the start of the 
next harvest from April 2021, due to the negative 
effects of the pandemic and the associated 
containment measures that have curbed 
households� income and disrupted food supply 
chains. A second consecutive below‑average 
cereal harvest in 2020 and persisting high food 
prices are also signi�cant food security stressors.  

WIDESPREAD LACK OF ACCESS

Burundi 
Floods, landslides
�	 About 0.85 million people were estimated to be 

severely food insecure in the June-August 2020 
period, mainly due to livelihood losses caused by 
�oods and landslides triggered by torrential rains 
since March.

AFRICA (34 countries)
-  Burkina Faso
-  Burundi
-  Cabo Verde 
-  Cameroon
-  Central African Republic
-  Chad
-  Congo
-  Democratic Republic of Congo
-  Djibouti
-  Eritrea
-  Eswatini
-  Ethiopia
-  Guinea
-  Kenya
-  Lesotho
-  Liberia
-  Libya
-  Madagascar
-  Malawi
-  Mali
-  Mauritania
-  Mozambique
-  Namibia 
-  Niger
-  Nigeria
-  Senegal  
-  Sierra Leone
-  Somalia
-  South Sudan
-  Sudan
-  Uganda
-  United Republic of Tanzania 
-  Zambia
-  Zimbabwe
ASIA (9 countries)
-  Afghanistan
-  Bangladesh
-  Democratic People�s Republic  
   of�Korea
-  Iraq
-  Lebanon  +
-  Myanmar
-  Pakistan
-  Syrian Arab Republic
-  Yemen 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (2 countries)
-  Haiti
-  Venezuela

+  New Entry 

Source: GIEWS
** Disputed territories and boundaries in conformity with UN maps, see Terminology (page 6) 


























































































