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on aquaculture. In the last three 
decades, aquaculture has been 
the main driver of the increase 
in fisheries and aquaculture 
production, with an average 
growth of 5.3 percent per year in 
the period 2000–2018, reaching a 
record 82.1 million tonnes in 2018. 
At the global level, after several 
decades of sustained growth, 
capture fisheries production 
has been rather stable at around 
90 million tonnes since the early 
1990s, with some inter-annual 
fluctuations in the range of 3 to 
6 million tonnes. These fluctuations 
have been mainly determined by 
variations in catches of anchoveta 
in South America, particulary 
affected by climatic change 
variability, but they also depended 
on the productivity of ecosystems, 
fishing intensity management and 
fish stock status (see box 3). In 
2018, capture fisheries production 
peaked at 96.4 million tonnes, 
representing 54 percent of total 
production. If aquatic plants 
are also included, aquaculture 
became in 2013 the main source 
of fishery and aquaculture 
production, with a share of 
54 percent of the total in 2018.16

As seen in Table 25, Asia played a 
major role in the overall growth 
of fisheries and aquaculture 
production and represented about 
70 percent of total production 
in 2018 compared to 57 percent 
in 2000. In 2018, the Americas 
had a share of 14 percent, 
followed by Europe (10 percent), 
Africa (7 percent) and Oceania 
(1 percent). China is by far the 
main producer for both capture 
fisheries and aquaculture, with 
a 36 percent share of the total 
production in 2018, compared 
with 30 percent in 2000. In 
2018, other major producers 
were Indonesia and India, and 

these three countries together 
represented just under 50 percent 
of total fisheries and aquaculture 
production. These three countries 
were also the dominant producers 
for aquaculture, while for capture 
fisheries China and Indonesia 
were followed by Peru in 2018. 
The overall share of the top 
three producers was 73 percent 
of aquaculture and 31 percent of 
capture fisheries in 2018. Despite 
this concentration of production, 
aquaculture has experienced 
growth across the world, with the 
unequal rates reflecting differences 
in local policy, management 
objectives, site opportunities 
and environmental factors.

PRODUCTION OF THE 
FORESTRY SECTOR
Global production of roundwood 
rose from 3.5 billion m³ in 2000 
to slightly more than 4 billion m³ 
in 2018, which represents a 
15 percent increase over the 
period (see Figure 33). In 2018, 
wood fuel was the main product 

with a 49 percent share of the 
total (1.9 billion m³), followed by 
coniferous industrial roundwood 
with 30 percent (1.2 billion m³) 
and non-coniferous industrial 
roundwood with 22 percent 
(0.9 billion m³). In particular, the 
rebound was quite strong after the 
decline in coniferous industrial 
roundwood production in 2009, 
which resulted in the lowest total 
roundwood production during 
the 2000–2018 period. As seen in 
Table 26, Asia and the Americas are 
the two main producing regions, 
accounting each for 29 percent of 
the total roundwood production; 
Africa and Europe have similar 
shares of roughly 20 percent, 
while Oceania represents 
the remaining 2 percent. 

The share of the combined 
three main producers of 
roundwood commodities in 
2018 was roughly 30 percent 
for wood fuel, 40 percent 
for non-coniferous industrial 
roundwood and 50 percent 

FIGURE 34.
WORLD PRODUCTION OF ROUNDWOOD BY TYPE, MAIN PRODUCERS (2018)
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