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4 SUSTAINABILITY AND     
 ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS   

 OF AGRICULTURE

LAND USE
Figure 58 shows that the global 
shares of the three different types 
of land (agricultural, forest and 
other) in total land area remained 
relatively stable from 2000 to 
2018 with slight reductions in 
agricultural land and forest land 
shares. With 46 percent, Europe 
has the largest share of forest land, 
closely followed by the Americas 
(41 percent), while the other 
regions are all around 20 percent. 
More than half of all land 
(54 percent) in Asia is agricultural 
land, compared with 45 percent 
in Oceania, 38 percent in Africa, 
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FIGURE 58.
SHARE OF LAND AREA BY TYPE AND REGION

30 percent in the Americas 
and 21 percent in Europe. The 
conversion of land from one use 
to another also varied between the 
regions. Oceania had agricultural 
land converted to other land. Both 
Africa and the Americas converted 
forest land to agricultural land 
and/or other land. Europe and 
Asia were the only regions to 
have forest land expansion 
coupled with agricultural land 
reduction from 2000 to 2018.

Countries with the highest share 
of forest area in land area are 
located in all regions of the 

world, mostly the tropical ones; 
they also tend to be developing 
countries (see Figure 59). Forest 
covered 98 percent of the land 
area in Suriname, 94 percent in 
Guyana and 92 percent in the 
Federated States of Micronesia. 
The biggest increases in the 
share of forest area between 
2000 and 2018 took place in 
Viet Nam (+9 percentage points), 
Cuba (+9 percentage points) 
and Fiji (+7 percentage points), 
while the largest decreases in 
the share of forest area over 
the same period happened in 
Paraguay (-16 percentage points), 
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