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FIGURE 59.
SHARE OF FOREST AREA IN TOTAL LAND AREA, TOP COUNTRIES (2018)

Nicaragua (-15 percentage points) 
and Cambodia (-14 percentage 
points), as featured in Table 48. In 
absolute terms, the top country 
for afforestation was China, with 
an additional 39 million ha of 
forest between 2000 and 2018; 
deforestation was the strongest 
in Brazil as 52 million ha of 
forest were lost there in the 
2000–2018 period (see Table 47).

FARMING
The global harvested area 
of primary crops went up 
20 percent between 2000 and 
2018 to 1.4 billion ha (see 
Figure 60). Cereals accounted 
for more than half the world’s 
harvested area during the 
period, even though their share 
declined to 51 percent in 2018. 
Oil crops covered 22 percent 
of the global harvested area 
and experienced the fastest 
growth in both absolute 
(+92 million ha) and relative 

terms (+41 percent). The 
other main crop groups each 
account for less than 5 percent 
of the global harvested area.

One visible aspect of the efforts 
to make the agriculture sector 
more sustainable is the rise 
of organic agriculture, the 
main feature of which is its 
avoidance of chemical fertilizers 
and pesticides,22 with many 
environmental benefits. In 2018, 
the agriculture area under certified 
organic status or in conversion 
to organic was 71.1 million ha. 
Australia accounted for half 
the total, followed by Argentina 
(5 percent) and China (4 percent). 
The eight countries with the 
largest organic agriculture area 
made up 74 percent of the global 
area under certified organic 
agriculture (see Figure 61).

Normalizing the agriculture 
area under certified organic or 

in conversion to organic by 
the country area allows for 
comparison of the importance 
that countries give to this aspect 
of sustainable agriculture. 
Looking at countries with a 
sizeable agricultural area in 
Figure 62, the countries with 
the highest share of area 
under organic agriculture 
in total agricultural area for 
2018 are Austria (24 percent), 
Sweden (20 percent) and Italy 
(16 percent). Fourteen of the 
top 20 countries are in Europe, 
highlighting that the region has 
emphasized the importance 
of organic agriculture. In 
other regions, the balance 
between conventional versus 
organic farming is still tilted 
towards the conventional. 

WATER
Water stress, defined as the share 
of freshwater withdrawal in 
available freshwater resources, 
after taking into account 
environmental water requirements, 
affects predominantly Western 
and Central Asia as well as 
Northern Africa (see Figure 63). 
The countries experiencing the 
most acute water stress levels 
(Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia) are all located 
in the Arabian peninsula and are 
withdrawing each year 9 to more 
than 20 times their renewable 
freshwater resources. As a result, 
non-renewable water resources are 
used and are diminishing rapidly. 
The national water stress level 
can hide some differences within 
a country. Peru is an extreme 
example of these differences 
with high water stress in the 
southern region of the country 
that is part of the Atacama Desert 
and much lower water stress in 
the north-eastern region that is 
part of the Amazon Forest.23
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