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Introduction  
To mark the launch of the Global Soil Doctors Programme, FAO’s Global Soil Partnership (GSP), 
organized a webinar on 5th October 2020. This webinar consisted of a high-level opening, 
presentations on the Soil Doctors Programme and a question & answer session.  

The webinar - moderated by Mr Ronald Vargas, Global Soil Partnership Secretary, FAO - was 
attended by 711 participants from 139 countries and provided a stepping for the 
implementation of the Global Soil Doctors Programme around the world. An overwhelming 
interest was expressed in the chat towards the implementation of the Soil Doctor trainings in 
different countries.  

Global Soil Partnership (GSP) Secretary, FAO – Mr Ronald Vargas  

Mr Ronald Vargas, Global Soil Partnership (GSP) Secretariat, welcomed all participants to the 
webinar on the Soil Doctors Programme and recalled the objective of the initiative: to promote 
sustainable soil management on the ground. In addition, he also introduced the agenda and 
speakers of the webinar.  

 

Opening remarks 

Director of Climate Change, Biodiversity and Environment, FAO – Mr Eduardo 
Mansur  

Mr Eduardo Mansur, Director of FAO's Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and Environment, 
recalled how inspiring it was to see farmers sharing their knowledge through the national Soil 
Doctors programme in Thailand to promote sustainable soil management. As he pointed out, 
those who are the health workers for the soil are those who work with the soil, therefore the 
farmers. Mr Mansur thanked the Thai government, the Russian Federation and PHOSAGRO for 
making the Soil Doctors programme a reality. 

Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Thailand to FAO and Chair of the 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) – H.E. Thanawat Tiensin 

Mr Thanawat Tiesien, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Thailand to FAO and 
Chairman of the Committee on World Food Security, recalled the importance of including farmers 
in discussions on sustainable soil management. As he pointed out, farmers know the best soil 
practices, based on their experiences, mistakes and successes, and knowledge sharing is essential 
to achieve sustainable soil management. While recalling the challenges and obstacles that can 
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arise in reaching farmers, he highlighted the success of the Soil Doctors programme in Thailand, 
which was launched almost 30 years ago. Mr Tiesien noted that farmers are the keepers, 
champions and true practitioners of what they need to do with soils. He underscored the 
importance of transferring what they know to others, the successes that can be replicated and 
the mistakes that can be avoided by other farmers. He welcomed the GSP decision to expand this 
Thai initiative and hoped that other countries will learn from this project. He highlighted the 
importance of bringing together all soil stakeholders who are seeking to solve problems, 
including farmers, and the need to learn by doing and experimenting, which may explain why the 
Soil Doctors programme has been successful in the Kingdom of Thailand. He also recalled the 
different activities Thailand is involved in regarding soils, including the King Bhumibol World Soil 
Day Award.  

CEO, PhosAgro – Mr Andrey Gurev 

Mr Vargas recalled the financial contribution of the European Commission for the Soil Doctors 
programme communication material, and of PHOSAGRO for the Soil Doctors kits that will be 
made available to farmers for future use in the field. 

Mr Andrey Gurev, CEO of PHOSAGRO, recalled that PHOSAGRO has become the first Russian 
company in the history of FAO to be selected to implement a global soil protection initiative. He 
recalled PHOSAGRO's work in sustainable soil management and stressed the importance of 
working closely with farmers at the field level. He pointed out that Soil Doctors kits will soon be 
distributed around the world. He stressed the importance of the common goal of FAO and 
PHOSAGRO: to provide healthy food to all and achieve food security.   

Keynote presentation  

Status of agricultural extension and advisory services and their role in sustainable 
soil management – Mr Selvaraju Ramasamy 

Mr Selvaraju Ramasamy, Head of FAO's Research and Extension Unit, spoke about the status of 
agricultural extension and advisory services and their role in sustainable soil management. He 
explained that agricultural extension operates within a broader knowledge system, the 
agricultural knowledge triangle, which represents research, extension and higher agricultural 
education, and encouraged the need to create linkages between these institutions to promote 
learning and the sharing and use of knowledge at the farm level. He welcomed the launch of the 
"Soil Doctors" programme, as it emphasizes and values farmer-to-farmer sharing and learning. 
He also recalled the importance of pluralistic partnerships because of the multiplicity of actors in 
the soil and the multiple services around agricultural production.  
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The legacy of Soil Doctors from Thailand – Ms Bunjirtluk Jintaridth 

Ms Bunjirtluk Jintaridth, Land Development Department of the Kingdom of Thailand, presented 
in more detail the national Soils Doctors programme in Thailand. She explained that Soil Doctors 
in Thailand are farmers selected from each village who are trained in the basic soil analysis 
programme, soil mapping and soil degradation units to assist other farmers and promote 
sustainable soil management. As part of this programme, farmers have learned how to do pH 
field testing, take soil samples, train farmers in organic fertilizers, promote sustainable practices, 
and have the opportunity to attend Land Development Department (LDD) events, among other 
privileges. Ms Jintaridth concluded her presentation with a video promoting the programme in 
Thailand and its benefits to farmers. 

Presentation and launch of the Global Soil Doctors programme – Ms Zineb Bazza 

Ms Zineb Bazza, GSP Secretariat, recalled that the GSP Soil Doctors programme is strongly 
influenced by the success of the Thai national initiative and aims to build the capacity of farmers 
and contribute to sustainable soil management directly at the field level. She stressed the idea 
that the programme can become a self-sustaining system that will promote sustainable soil 
management through the support of promoters and champion farmers, who will become Soil 
Doctors. Ms Bazza presented the next steps and how the Soil Doctors programme will develop: 
first through the selection of promoters by the GSP, then through the selection of a community 
and a Soil Doctor by the selected promoter, and finally through the training of other farmers in 
their community by the Soil Doctors.  

During her presentation, Ms Bazza also presented all the material available for the Soil Doctors 
programme and recalled that the communication and documents related to the programme are 
already available online and can be used for training purposes. She recalled that the Soils Doctor 
programme will continue to evolve and improve based on the feedback received from the field 
and that translations are currently being discussed to facilitate the dissemination of the 
documents. She stressed that pilot studies will start soon and will be followed by a ramp-up phase 
of the programme. 

 

Interactive Session - Poll Questions  
During the presentations, an interactive session was launched with two poll questions posed to 
participants as followed. 

1. Is there an extension service in your country?   

https://www.slideshare.net/Soils2012/the-legacy-of-the-soil-doctors-from-thailand
https://www.slideshare.net/Soils2012/introduction-to-the-global-soil-doctors-programme
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2. If yes, is soil and its sustainable management included?  
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Annex 1 | Question and answer 
 

Mr Vargas selected the questions from the chat that were discussed during the 
webinar as part of the question and answer (Q&A) session. 

1. How to keep farmers motivated? 

Ms Bunjirtluk Jintaridth, Department of Land Development of the Kingdom of Thailand, noted 
that the Soil Doctors programme is based on volunteers but that the training and knowledge they 
will receive will help keep farmers interested in the programme. She also pointed out that there 
are close links with farmers, as the promoters often visit the field, and both parties understand 
that they can benefit from working together.   

2. How will the Soil Doctors programme work in the field? 

Ms Zineb Bazza, GSP Secretariat, explained that the GSP is currently selecting the promoters, 
which should be an institution that works with farmers in the field. Once the promoters are 
selected, pilot cases will be launched and the programme will then be scale-up.  

Ms Rosa M. Poch, Chair of the Intergovernmental Technical Panels on Soil (ITPS), recalled that 
the Soil Doctors programme is part of the GSP's efforts to raise soil awareness and welcomed this 
field-based initiative with farmers directly implementing sustainable soil management. She 
outlined the challenges that the programme may face depending on the different extension 
services and the different soil threats that each area, region or country may face. 

 

Questions posed by webinar participants in the chat: 

1. Can the Farmer Field School programme help with the Global Soil Doctors programme? 

If promoters working with the Farmer Field School (FFS) programme are interested in 
implementing the Global Soil Doctors programme, it is a valid option. With the experience of 
FFS, promoters would have the advantage of having experienced a similar programme and 
experience in training and working directly with farmers. 

2. Which countries are involved in this programme? 

At the time of the launch, no countries were involved in the Global Soil Doctors programme. 
The webinar marked the launch of the programme and discussions with potential partners 
started shortly after.  

3. What is the importance of soil biodiversity in the Global Soil Doctors programme? 
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Soil biodiversity is one of the many topics addressed in the training material/ educational 
material of the Global Soil Doctors programme. The latter was developed following the main 
soil threats, which include soil erosion, organic carbon change, salinization and sodification, 
nutrient imbalance, contamination, soil acidification, compaction and loss of soil biodiversity.  

4. How can we involve farmers from remote areas to participate in the programme? 

Promoters of the programme are the ones that choose the farmer communities and locations 
where they wish to work and implement the programme. We hope that promoters of the 
Global Soil Doctors programme will use this opportunity to work with and involve farmers with 
remote areas. 

5. What is the methodology used in the identification of soil Doctors? 

All information on the identification of Soil Doctors or champion farmers can be found in the 
implementation manual, which describes how to implement the programme step by step. More 
detailed information and manuals can be found on the Soil Doctors website: 
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/  

6. How do individuals and private players take part in the soil doctors program to help the 
farmers in our respective countries?  

Please check out the manual for the implementation of the Global Soil Doctors programme, 
which can be found in our website, for more information about taking part in the programme 
and implementing it at local or national level: http://www.fao.org/global-soil-
partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/ 

7. Shall FAO consider a certification program for consultants that ensure all extensionists are 
aligning their services with sustainable soil management principles?  

At this stage, there is no plan to develop a certification programme. The Global Soil Doctors 
programme is implemented by external partners, and it could be hard to track the work done 
by all.  

8. Questions: how do you define Soil health? How do you measure it? How do you measure 
if soil is improved by whatever practice you might promote through the Soil Doctors? 

The GSP defines soil health as the ability of the soil to sustain the productivity, diversity and 
environmental services of terrestrial ecosystems.  The GSP has also recently developed a 
protocol for the assessment of sustainable soil management, which can help determine which 
practices have a positive impact on the soil. Overall, we recommend increasing knowledge of 
soil and the different soil threats, and we highly recommend soil observation to determine if 
there are any issues that need to be addressed. The Protocol for the assessment of Sustainable 
Soil Management can help assess the condition of a soil towards solutions and sustainable soil 
management, through the measurement of chemical, physical and biological indicators.  

http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
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9. Farmers are majorly concerned to IPM and IDM, what initiatives activity wise to be taken 
under soil doctors programs to make them aware for soil health and role of nutrition for 
good yield? 

The Global Soil Doctors programme was specifically designed to focus on soils and sustainable 
soil management. There is educational material available tackling soil nutrients and the role of 
nutrition in crop yields.  

10. What is the experience of the relevance of ancestral knowledge? 

We encourage promoters to not only use the educational material we provide as part of the 
programme, but to also take into consideration local conditions and knowledge, which include 
ancestral knowledge.  

11. Do you have simple and portable soil fertility testing kits that farmers can use at farm 
levels? 

The objective of the Global Soil Doctors Programme is that farmers develop knowledge on soils, 
and soil observation skills, which can help to better understand the nutrients assimilation 
conditions, from the chemical, physical and biological aspects.    

12. How do they improve their soil, or transform denuded land to productive one? How to 
become a soil doctor? 

For more information about the programme, the implementation and the process, please visit 
the website. We are yet to implement the programme and therefore there are no successful 
examples to share at this moment. http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-
awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/ 

13. What about developing some 'kits' to make soil doctor program successful? And how to 
make their uses easier to the farmers? 

There are already easy to use soil testing kits as part of the programme. More information on 
the Soil Doctors and the kits can be found on our website: http://www.fao.org/global-soil-
partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/  

14. Are these soil doctor agricultural graduates or farmers? What is their role and how do 
they work? Any stepwise method they adopt to make soil sustainable? 

Soil Doctors are champion farmers who assist and train farmers in their community. The Global 
Soil Doctors Programme provides soil doctors with training, educational material and soil 
testing kits to build capacity on the principles of soil science and promote the practice of 
sustainable soil management. They become the focal points to associations involved in 
promoting the global programme and work closely with government agencies, research 
centers, soil science societies, universities, NGOs, and more.    

http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
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15. Are there any specific soils for this programs or general? 

The programme is very general and is designed to be flexible. It is up to the promoters – who 
will implement the programme at the field level – to choose the area and farmer communities 
that they wish to work with.  

16. In the guide of Soil doctors choice of crop and cropping patterns, usage of fertilizers and 
extension services need to be mainstreamed. How could this be done? 

There are different training materials available as part of the Global Soil Doctors programme, 
and more educational material will be prepared over time and through the different 
experiences of programme implementation. We are also hoping to work with the promoters of 
the programme to translate the material in the different local languages.  

17. In African countries what becomes very common is use of some polluted water to irrigate 
land for agricultural purpose without any taking measure of management. So, if in case 
the Soil which be irrigated reaches a level of contaminated, what it is the simple process 
to reclaim its quality? 

These issues are tackled in the educational material with posters on soil pollution from different 
sources. We also hope that promoters will address local issues as the material we have 
produced so far remains fairly general. In the future, we hope to develop, with the promoters, 
more specific training material based on local experiences.  

18. How can local governments like for example rural local governments in India and may be 
in other countries be strengthened to promote and sustain the soil doctor programme? 
Has there been any good practices in this area in any country? 

As mentioned before, we have yet to implement the Global Soil Doctors programme, but we do 
hope that stakeholders in India will be interested in the programme at national level. One way 
to do this is for stakeholders at national level (extension services, NGOs or other institutions 
working with farmers), to get in touch with the GSP Secretariat to be promoters of the 
programme in their country.  

19. Does this program include a training measurements a land suitability to provide a better 
land management? 

At the moment, there is no training on land suitability as part of the Global Soil Doctors 
programme, but as mentioned during the presentation and in earlier questions, we hope to 
develop, with promoters, additional training material as needed.  

20. There is a document in soil doctor programme on fertilization (" Fertilizer: TRAINING AID 
MODULES"). Who is going to perform this training? Farmers-to-farmers? 
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The training material of the Global Soil Doctors programme is meant to be used by the 
promoters of the programme to train farmers on the different issues that may be present at 
local level and on sustainable soil management.  

21. I appreciate that the Soil Doctor Program is being launched internationally online. But As 
Dr. Selva Ramasamy speaks, the extension services are inadequate. In a continent like 
Asia where more than 300 million farmers are small and marginal. GSP is limited to the 
focal points and Governments to get implemented the programs. Private Sector and NGOs 
are not being given much recognition. While many are doing huge efforts to teach the 
farmers SSM and Climate Change. 

We agree with your statement and this is why we believed it important to have Mr Selva 
Ramasamy speak about the status of extension services at the global level. We believe that the 
Global Soil Doctors programme can fill a gap in some areas where extension services are lacking 
or not trained on soils. This programme is highly flexible, and any interested stakeholder that 
works with farmers within a community can become a promoter.  

22. In an era of climate change where rain fed agriculture has become highly unpredictable 
with either droughts or floods or even hailstorms affecting crops and farming practices, 
how much of attention can be given by farmers to soil health and whether improved soil 
health as prescribed by the soil doctors programme can help crops in facing the wrath of 
climate change when other factors might not be in the control of a farmer? 

As the Global Soil Partnership, our focus is to promote sustainable soil management. We 
understand that there are other issues that need to be taken into consideration, but we also 
point out the important role that soils have in climate change adaptation and mitigation. The 
latter is included in the training material.  

23. Soil Health cannot be decoupled from crop health and crop best management practices. 
How do we reward best agronomical practices among small-holders farmers? 

These are indeed strongly related to one another and this information is included in the training 
material. However, there are other programs within the Global Soil Partnership – and others – 
that discuss incentives and rewards for best agronomical practices among farmers. One of our 
internal mechanisms is the RECSOIL initiative. For more information, please visit: 
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6522en/ 

24. We are doing a nationwide program on training the small and marginal farmers on SSM 
through adopting organic farming in India. But is there anyone from GSP coming forward 
to recognize and assist in upscaling the program? 

Thank you for letting us know about your initiative and we would love to hear from you about 
your work and potentially collaborating through the Global Soil Doctors programme.  

25. Are there any test kits for soil born diseases? 

http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6522en/
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The Global Soil Doctors programme does not include any testing kit for soil born diseases.  

26. Soil is key resource for farmers to which they still not aware. They ignore the soil health at 
their crop production program. How to enhance their awareness for Good Soil 
Management Practices? If soil is mismanaged how to resolve the problem in short term 
(for yield aspect) and long term (Soil health aspect)? 

The Global Soil Doctors programme aims to raise farmers’ awareness on soils and the 
importance of sustainable soil management.  

27. Are the soil testing kits adapted to different soil characteristics like calcareous or non 
calcareous soils, sandy soil or clay soils, saline or sodic soils...? 

At the moment, the soil testing kits are all the same and are not adapted to different soil 
characteristics. As the programme grows and is implemented in different areas, we are open to 
improving the kit and slightly changing its content depending on the local conditions.  

28. It would be great to also include a poll on this question: If there is an extension service, is 
the service active and functioning? 

This is indeed a very interesting question. We hope that promoters of the programme in the 
different countries will be able to give us some information on their national extension service.  

29. Can the soil testing kits be given to the already existing extension personnel? 

Yes, if the extension services in a country want to become promoters of the Global Soil Doctors 
programme, they can get in touch with us.  

 

30. What are the names of these soil testing kits and are they available from the secretariat 
for distribution or other organizations or countries to buy from. 

These soil testing kits do not have a particular name. They were put together by the GSP 
Secretariat specifically for their use under the Global Soil Doctors programme. It contains 
different tools and a chemical kit as well as the training material prepared by the GSP. It is 
available for distribution to promoters of the Global Soil Doctors programme. It is not available 
for purchase.  

31. Are these workers paid? 

No, the Global Soil Doctors programme is voluntary in nature, with both the promoter and the 
farmers voluntarily joining.  

32. Can any private companies contribute / participate in this programme? 

Yes, private companies can be promoters of the programme if they are working with farmers.  
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33. What criteria are used to assess "healthy soil"? 

The GSP defines healthy soils as: “the ability of the soil to sustain the productivity, diversity, and 
environmental services of terrestrial ecosystems”. In managed systems, soil health can be 
maintained, promoted or recovered through the implementation of sustainable soil 
management practices. As with human health, there is no single measure that captures all 
aspect of soil health. The preservation of these soil services requires avoiding and/or combating 
all types of soil degradation. The Global Soil Doctors programme focuses on training farmers on 
soils and sustainable soil management, which is in line with the promotion of soil health.  

34. I am interested in the soil doctors program. We want to do something for the locals. Is 
there any websites could see the long term experiment development all over the world? 
We can know the fertilizer and crop yield by now and learn the technique from them. 

At the moment, there are no long term experiments. The programme was only officially 
launched on October 5th, 2020, and the implementation will be done in November and 
December 2020 with interested promoters identified by the GSP.  

35. How to enroll as volunteer for this programme? 

After consulting the implementation manual of the Global Soil Doctors programme to 
determine if the programme is a good fit for you and your institution, you can contact the 
Global Soil Partnership Secretariat at GSP-Secretariat@fao.org 

36. Nice and precise presentation. What are the benefits given to those volunteer to maintain 
their passion of working? In what way did the assessment of those volunteer is effective? 
Are there any success stories for those volunteer that they were effective? 

The Global Soil Doctors programme has not yet been implemented, but this will be done in the 
coming months. We will be sharing our experiences in future presentations to discuss the 
experiences and feedback from volunteer farmers. Some of the benefits include training on 
sustainable soil management, helping their community and receiving local recognition etc. 
These benefits have succeeded in keeping the volunteers in Thailand interested in their national 
programme, and we are hoping that this will also be the case at the global level.  

37. Is soil biodiversity covered in the Soil Doctors Program? 

Yes, soil biodiversity is covered in the programme through two posters on what is soil 
biodiversity and how to enhance soil biodiversity. These can be found in the training material 
on the Global Soil Doctors webpage.  

38. Are any physical soil samples taken to a laboratory for precise testing? What protocol or 
methodology is recommended or used in SD program? 

mailto:GSP-Secretariat@fao.org
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We highly recommend for soil samples to be sent to a soil laboratory for testing, and we hope 
that it is a possibility. This will be up to the promoter of the programme to decide depending on 
possibility and availability of both laboratories and resources.  

39. What characteristics should a soil doctor have to be highly efficient in this field? 

Some of the criteria are mentioned in the implementation manual and include: Be in good 
health; • Have access to land; • Be willing to coordinate or host demonstration plots under 
their direct control or that of cooperating farmers; • Be at least 20 years old; • Be willing to 
work; • Be interested in land development activities; • Reside in areas of interest for the 
programme and promoters. 

40. How to get the kits? Specially the soil testing method book? 

The soil testing methods document can be found online on the Global Soil Doctors website: 
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-
doctor/en/#:~:text=Soil%20Doctors%20are%20champion%20farmers,practice%20of%20sustain
able%20soil%20management. 

To receive the kits, one has to be willing to become a promoter and contact the GSP 
Secretariat.  

41. How about the precision of test result of the Kit GSP is using? 

The kits consist of tools that can be used as education materials for the Soil Doctors. To assess 
the condition of specific soils, we always recommend sending soil samples to the laboratory 
before making in management decisions.  

42. Why do you train farmers to become soil doctors if there already unemployed soil 
graduates having good knowledge and can perform better as soil doctors? 

This programme is voluntary in nature and specifically targets farmers as they are the 
custodians of our soils. Through this programme, we hope that the involved farmers will 
become more familiar with their soils and sustainable soil management practices that can be 
implemented at the local level.  

43. You said pH level, NPK availability, is electric conductivity of the soil are also tested in 
Soil? 

A tool for measuring electrical conductivity is not included in this first version of the soil testing 
kits. If promoters have any tools that are not included in the kit that they would like to use in 
the implementation of the programme, we of course highly recommend it.  

44. Great initiative and presentations. When working in soil health, we need to also talk 
about water and air quality. Any over application of chemical fertilizer will incur in 

http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/#:%7E:text=Soil%20Doctors%20are%20champion%20farmers,practice%20of%20sustainable%20soil%20management
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/#:%7E:text=Soil%20Doctors%20are%20champion%20farmers,practice%20of%20sustainable%20soil%20management
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/#:%7E:text=Soil%20Doctors%20are%20champion%20farmers,practice%20of%20sustainable%20soil%20management
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negative impact on the environment. Have you guys highlighted this part in your Soil 
Doctor kit? 

Fertilizers, mineral and organic are tackled and addressed within the programme. All the 
different soil threats are included, and as the programme advances we can include more 
information.  

45. How can an NGO mainly focus on Soil Management get the materials for the Soil Doctors 
program? 

You can contact the GSP Secretariat about your interest in joining the programme by providing 
us with some information regarding the work of your NGO and the work done with farmers.  

46. Is the program compatible to professional LAB TESTS for Soil Health? 

We always recommend sending soil samples to certified soil laboratories for accurate results, 
especially when this information is to be used for making management decisions.  

47. For how many samples is the kit planned. Apart from the kit, will there be replacement 
material, for example reagents? 

At this stage, the kit can process 25 samples for N, P, K and pH. We will also test other types of 
kits, oriented to the most limiting conditions for nutrients assimilation and we will define one 
standard kit, after we get feedback from the field through the pilot cases.  

48. If a scientific soil society has some financial support to multiply the materials, is it 
possible? 

Yes, this is a possibility. You can get in touch with the GSP Secretariat at GSP-
Secretariat@fao.org to discuss this further.  

49. Are there identified promoters in the Philippines? I think our Department of Agriculture's 
Soil & water management office can include this in their sustainability program. I am very 
much interested to help as a soil doctor being a farmer/farm administrator of our family 
farm that is accredited as a training site of Agri Training Institute.  

We have yet to implement the programme, but any interested promoters are more than 
welcome to get in touch with us. We would be happy to hear from you. Please contact GSP-
Secretariat@fao.org. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:GSP-Secretariat@fao.org
mailto:GSP-Secretariat@fao.org
mailto:GSP-Secretariat@fao.org
mailto:GSP-Secretariat@fao.org
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Annex 2 | Agenda, presentations and recording  
 

Agenda 

14:00 - 14:15 | WELCOMING AND OPENING REMARKS 

• Mr Eduardo Mansur, Director of FAO's Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and 
Environment 

• H.E. Thanawat Tiensin, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Thailand to FAO and 
Chair of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

• Mr Andrey Gurev, CEO, PhosAgro  

14:15 - 14:25 | Status of agricultural extension and advisory services and their role in 
sustainable soil management, Mr Selvaraju Ramasamy, Head Research and Extension Unit, FAO 
 
14:25 - 14:35 | The legacy of Soil Doctors from Thailand, Ms Bunjirtluk Jintaridth, Land 
Development Department of the of the Kingdom of Thailand 
 
14:35 - 14:45 | Presentation and launch of the Global Soil Doctors programme, Ms Zineb Bazza, 
GSP Secretariat  
 
14:45 - 15:10 | Question and Answer (Q&A) session  
 
15:10 - 15:15 | Closing remarks, Mr Eduardo Mansur, Director of FAO's Office of Climate 
Change, Biodiversity and Environment 

Moderator: Mr Ronald Vargas, Secretary of the Global Soil Partnership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.slideshare.net/Soils2012/the-legacy-of-the-soil-doctors-from-thailand
https://www.slideshare.net/Soils2012/introduction-to-the-global-soil-doctors-programme
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Presentations  

• The legacy of Soil Doctors from Thailand – Ms Bunjirtluk Jintaridth 

• Presentation and launch of the Global Soil Doctors programme – Ms Zineb Bazza 

Meeting recording  

• LINK 

Questionnaire  

•  LINK 

Website with link to all publications and posters 

• LINK 

 

 

 

https://www.slideshare.net/Soils2012/the-legacy-of-the-soil-doctors-from-thailand
https://www.slideshare.net/Soils2012/introduction-to-the-global-soil-doctors-programme
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpHAWZYO1fs&feature=emb_title
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebGkhcmArOlJLsVFKtWSgtgHb90TgOp4H16zO2qC2ka-cs7w/viewform
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/
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