
Project News：Securing biodiversity conservation and 

sustainable use in China's Dongting Lake protected areas 
 December 2020 - Issue #7 

Publicity and education (April-June 2020)  GCP/CPR/043/GFF

©
 F

A
O

 

1. Project Progress

1.1 First draft of  "My Hometown 

Dongting" completed 

To raise the awareness of environmental protection 

among youth and to echo the instruction of 

“safeguarding the clean water” addressed by the Chinese 

President Xi Jinping in 2018 when he visited the project 

site in Yueyang of Hunan Province, the FAO-GEF Project 

Management Office (PMO) organized the four project 

protected areas of Dongting Lake to jointly develop the 

educational reading book My Hometown Dongting on 

biodiversity conservation and ecological ethics 

education. The book would be provided for about 

30,000 students in 20 primary schools near Dongting Lake. 

The development of the book received guidance from Xu 

Dapeng, Honorary Deputy Director of the Editing 

Committee of the Chinese Juvenile Ecological Ethnics 

Education Series Textbook, in December 2019. In March 

2020, the PMO invited provincial experts to review the 

first draft of the book. After revision, the book was 

finalized in September 2020. 

The book consists of 14 sections in 4 chapters, covering 

the fields of ecology and environment, humanities and 

social sciences, and conservation and utilization. Each 
section includes 4 parts: introduction, contents, smart 

mailbox, and practice and research. It is the first 
educational book 

on ecological conservation and sustainable development 

developed in the Dongting Lake area. It would serve to 
introduce local unique species and environment to youth, 

stimulate their interests in environmental conservation, 

and contribute to the scientific protection and sustainable 

development of Dongting Lake area. 

1.2 Nature Education Platform of West 

Dongting Lake has been preliminarily 

established 

West Dongting Lake Wetland Publicity and Education Center 

In order to further raise the awareness of environmental 

protection among local communities near West Dongting 

Lake wetland, the West Dongting Lake Nature Reserve 

Management Bureau (NRMB) has preliminarily established 

the Nature Education Platform of West Dongting Lake, 
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based on its current Publicity and Education Centre and 

local management sites.  

West Dongting Lake Wetland Publicity and Education Center 

Better Infrastructure 

In 2019, the Publicity and Education Centre of West 

Dongting Lake Nature Reserve was officially launched. 

With its 2,500 square meters of area, the centre has 7 

exhibition areas: "Preface Hall", "Wetland Facts", "Wetland 

Landscape", "Swan Ladder", "Wetland Challenges", 

"Wetland Governance" and "Science  Interaction Zone". 

Among them, the exhibition area "Wetland Facts" shows 

the rich biological resources of West Dongting Lake 

wetland, including 414 species of plants, in which 6 species 

are national key protected plants, such as Water fir, 

Floating water fern  and Wild water chestnut. In addition, 

three featured ecological education zones are in 

development, including “ecology classroom” zone, field 

experience zone, and environmental and biological 

monitoring zone.  

A series of wetland protection and ecological restoration 

projects were also conducted, including replenishing 

wetland water, river dredging, bird habitat reconstruction, 

constructing roads for monitoring and patrolling, restoring 

aquatic plants, and removing invasive alien species(such as 

black poplar). 

Better Influence 

To better influence local people, well-designed 

environmental interpretation contents, environmental 

educational lessons, and posters are developed. A 

professional communication team of 5-6 people is formed 

to conduct regular and standardized activities for science 

popularization and nature education. In addition, 

international cooperation, scientific research and 

monitoring activities have been carried out with 

international organizations and universities such as World 

Wildlife Fund (WWF), Global Environmental Facility (GEF), 

Beijing Forestry University, Central South University of 

Forestry Science and Technology, and Hunan Normal 

University. 

By combining education with leisure, the Nature Education 

Platform could provide outdoor experience and interaction 

opportunities to students; improve the protection and 

management of wetland resources; raise the awareness of 

environmental protection among local people; and boost 

local economy. 

1.3 Promotion of International Days 

The four project protected areas of Dongting Lake carry out 

regular promotional activities on relevant International 

Days such as World Wetlands Day, International Day for 

Biological Diversity, World Environment Day, Earth Day and 

local special festivals like Bird-loving Week and Bird 

Watching Festival. A total of 60 public events / activities 

and 8 summer / winter camps for college students have 

been organized since 2016. 

Publicity and education activities are carried out in the West 

Dongting Lake 

On the World Wetlands Day 2020, about 7,000 brochures, 

12 banners, and one short video were produced by West 

Dongting Lake NRMB for  raising awareness. 

Outdoor billboards for awareness raising in West Dongting Lake 

The East Dongting Lake NRMB has printed and distributed 

a number of copies of regulations on East Dongting Lake 

Nature Reserve protection, wetland protection and fishing 

ban. In order to raise awareness of ecological protection in 

an innovate approach, a team of professional designers 

were hired to design nearly 100 kinds of creative cultural 
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products based on images of Pere David’s deer, finless 

porpoise and lesser white-fronted goose. 5000 pieces of 

the products are planned to use at the Bird Watching 

Festival 2020 in the winter. 

Samples of cultural products of East Dongting Lake 

The South Dongting Lake NRMB has produced and printed 

3,000 brochures for promoting the protection of local 

special species and 3,000 leaflets for promoting the 

"Nature Reserve Management Measures". The 

promotional materials were distributed to local 

communities and schools. 

The PMO makes full use of social media to promote 

protection for Dongting Lake wetlands. As of now, three 

newsletters have been published on the official website of 

Hunan Forestry Bureau, and 24 articles have been posted 

on the official WeChat account of "Hunan Province 

Protected Areas", which has increased visibility of the 

project. According to the community survey conducted in 

four protected areas in 2019, public awareness of the 

ecology and environment of Dongting Lake has increased 

remarkably. 

2. Major events

Campaign for promoting the International Day for Biological 

Diversity 2020 

On the occasion of the International Day for Biological 

Diversity (IDBD) on May 22, 2020, a promotional campaign 

was launched in Hunan Botanical Garden. 

IDBD is not only a day to celebrate the biodiversity around 

us but to nurture it and reflect on the deep connection 

between people and nature. In alignment with the IDBD 

theme this year, "our solutions are in nature”, the 

campaign focused on ecological civilization, biodiversity 

conservation, and sustainable development. 

Considering the situation of COVID-19, the  event adopted 

both online and onsite activities to influence local residents 

to protect ecology and environment and wildlife resources, 

refuse illegal wildlife trade or hunting, and to contribute to 

biodiversity conservation. 

Campaign for promoting the International Day for Biological 

Diversity 2020 

The Forestry Department of Hunan province has achieved 

fruitful results on biodiversity conservation, including 

working out a provincial action plan and establishing 584 

nature reserves for the purpose of biodiversity 

conservation; protecting flagship species in 52 nature 

reserves at or above provincial level, carrying out all-round 

international cooperation on biodiversity; reintroducing 

South China Tiger into the wild; launching a global network 

for protecting Chinese Merganserand implementing three 

phases of GEF biodiversity conservation projects. 

Campaign for promoting the International Day for Biological 

Diversity 2020 
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