
period

January–December 2021

to assist

970 330 people  

FAO requires

USD 31.5 million

If timely agricultural assistance 
is not provided, the number 
of people in high acute food 
insecurity is expected to 
increase to 2.3 million during 
this year’s lean season,  
a period in which food stocks 
are generally low or have  
been depleted. 
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Humanitarian needs in the Central African Republic continue to increase, 
mainly due to persistent armed conflict, violence linked to transhumance, 
climate change, plant pests, animal diseases, rising food insecurity and 
the effects of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).  

Objectives

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  
is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
• Improve the food production capacities of the most vulnerable

populations (internally displaced people [IDPs], returnees, host
families) in order to strengthen their resilience.

• Restore the livelihoods of the most vulnerable populations and
diversify their sources of income through improved access to
productive assets and markets.

• Ensure continued access to information through regular monitoring
of the food security situation.

Activities

Improve food production 
emergency agricultural kits | input trade fairs | cash transfers | 
small-scale livestock | vaccinations | strengthen community 
dynamics (caisses de résilience approach) | income-generating 
activities 

Enhance rapid response 
training in food security analysis | set up a surveillance and early 
warning system | capacity building of national partners | improve 
advisory support services

FAO in the 2021 humanitarian appeals  
The Central African Republic

The Central 
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Impact on food security 

While in 2019, there had been a slight improvement 
in the socio-economic and political context in the 
Central African Republic following the signing of the Political 
Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation, the subsequent 
decrease of armed group activity and the redeployment of 
state services in various provinces, 2020 was characterized 
by a worsening of the humanitarian situation and a 
20-percent increase in the number of people in high
acute food insecurity. This is mainly due to an upsurge of
violence triggering additional population displacements,
low agricultural production and the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic, indicating the depth of the country’s
structural challenges and the volatility of the situation amid
severe shocks.

The overall outcome of the 2020 crop production is 
expected to be below-average. The effects of the urgent 
and essential restrictive measures related to COVID-19 have 

hampered farmers’ access to agricultural land and inputs 
across the country. In addition, excessive rainfall  
(May–July) triggered floods in northern prefectures, 
damaging standing crops. An outbreak of cassava mosaic 
disease also led to reduced production. High staple food 
prices were observed, which limit access to food for the 
most vulnerable households. 

Of the total amount requested for 2021, FAO requires urgent 
funding in time for the lean season (May–August 2021) 
to support vulnerable households through agricultural 
activities and rehabilitate value chains that are essential 
to improve food security, contribute to socio-economic 
development and strengthen resilience.

Situation analysis

Source: IPC. 2020. Central African Republic: Integrated Food Security Phase Classification Snapshot,  
September 2020 [online]. [Cited 3 February 2021]. www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_CAR_
AcuteFoodInsec_2020Sept2021Aug_Snapshot_English.pdf

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in the Central African Republic 

FAO-CF@fao.org  |  Bangui, Central African Republic

FAO Office of Emergencies and Resilience 

OER-Director@fao.org  |  fao.org/emergencies 

Rome, Italy

Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations
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Acute food insecurity situation (September 2020–April 2021)

1.93 million people

in high acute food insecurity  

(41% of the population)

205 600 children suffer from 

global acute malnutrition

80% of the population lives

in rural areas

1 in 4 Central Africans

displaced
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1 – Minimal 2 – Stressed 3 – Crisis 4 – Emergency 5 – Famine

Inadequate evidence

At least 25 percent of households meet 
25–50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

At least 25 percent of households meet 
over 50 percent of caloric needs from 
humanitarian food assistance

Not included

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC)

IDPs/other settlements classification

http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_CAR_AcuteFoodInsec_2020Sept2021Aug_Snapshot_English.pdf
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