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FAO Turkey Newsletter March 2021 — Issue #1

FAO’s irrigation project in Konya and Karaman achieved more than 23 percent savings on water and electricity use

What’s inside?
• IN THE SPOTLIGHT: The impact of

climate change on agriculture in the
Konya Closed Basin

• HARVEST TIME

• WOMEN’S POWER: An impressive
success story from Van

• SHARING FROM FAO: Evaluations in
projects

• MAP OUT

• NEWSROOM

• KEY FACTS: Infographics about FAO,
FAO Turkey or projects.

• SAVE THE DATE: Coming events and
activities
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From the country 
representative

The first issue of the FAO Turkey Newsletter 
(FAOTURN) comes at a critical juncture. For 
almost a year, millions of people worldwide have 
been struggling with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
a crisis that is leaving its mark not only on the 
health sector but also on other sectors such as 
food and agriculture. In these extraordinary 
times, like many organizations and institutions, 
FAO Turkey is endeavouring to cope with the 

impacts of the pandemic and to adjust to the 
“new normal”, in particular by contributing to 
well-calibrated efforts to build back better in the 
food and agriculture sector. These complicated 
times also require stronger and more effective 
engagement with partners and stakeholders, 
such concerted actions being a key to success. 

FAOTURN is the fruit of a belief that the more 
we strengthen our communication with the 
external world, the more effective we can be 
in the fight against challenges such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Explaining the ways in 
which food and agriculture are becoming more 
crucial for sustainable food systems is central 
to this idea. 

Viorel Gutu - Subregional Coordinator for Central Asia and FAO Representative 
in Turkey

This first issue of FAOTURN represents a new 
approach in our communication activities. This 
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newsletter aims to reflect our experiences 
in support of Turkey’s development pathway 
and to share our activities and projects with 
development partners and stakeholders as well 
as the general public. 

In this first and subsequent issues, we shine 
a spotlight on project achievements as well 
as current challenges in food and agriculture, 
such as drought. FAOTURN will also cover 
success stories from the field, present global 
information in infographic form on agriculture 
and food, examine women’s contribution to the 
sector and share the latest relevant publications 
with readers.

In this first issue, we present the results of 
projects operating under the FAO Turkey’s 
Syrian Refugee Resilience Plan. We also take 
a look at the impending problem of drought, 
the threat of which is increasing. In addition, 
this issue presents impressive achievements 
from the Sustainable Land Management and 
Climate-friendly Agriculture Project under 
implementation in Konya Closed Basin. 

One of our main priorities is women’s 
empowerment. In each issue we will present 
a success story from a different project. In 
this issue the floor belongs to Emine Susan 
from Van province. In addition, a photo of the 
month section sheds light on new aspects of the 
amazing world of food and agriculture. 

Happy reading!

In the spotlight
FAO project raises hopes 
against drought

According to FAO research, by 2025, 1.8 billion 
people in the world are expected to live in areas 
suffering from water shortages. Two out of three 
of the world’s population are also projected to 
experience water stress.

Water resources are being negatively impacted 
by climate change, with drought producing 
significant effects on rainwater-dependent 
agriculture. Decreases in water per capita 
have been highest in Central Asia. However, 
according to a study published by FAO in 2017, 
instances of drought in Turkey present similar 
characteristics to Central Asia. 

Drought-hit regions in Turkey are also important 
areas in terms of agricultural production. 
Agriculture is also the sector that uses the 
most water, and will thus be disproportionately 
affected by drought. Currently, 74 percent of 
the country’s water is used for agricultural 
irrigation. The remaining 26 percent is 
divided equally between drinking (13 
percent) and industrial use (13 percent).

According to data published in the Special 
Commission Report on the Sustainable Use 
of Soil and Water in Agriculture of Turkey’s 
Eleventh Development Plan (2019-2023), by 
2030, Turkey may become a country with water 
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shortages, with per capita water usage predicted 
to decrease from 1 400 m3 to 1 120 m3/year 
due to increasing constraints.

The latest edition of the FAO report The State of 
Food and Agriculture (SOFA 2020) also highlights 
the importance of water in agriculture, and lists 
measures to be taken against the threat of 
impending drought.

In recognition of the importance of this 
issue, FAO has launched a dedicated project 
against drought in Konya. The “Sustainable 
Land Management and Climate Friendly 
Agriculture Project” is funded by the Global 
Environmental Facility (GEF), with Turkey’s 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry as executive 
partner and FAO as the implementing agency.

The project aims to improve agriculture, 
pasture and forestland use management in 
Turkey through the adoption and diffusion of 
low-carbon technologies, and by addressing 
issues related to sustainable land management 
(SLM), biodiversity conservation and climate 
change. Project activities take place within the 
Konya Closed Basin (KCB), which is located in 
the middle of the Central Anatolian Plateau. 

Under the Climate-Smart Agriculture 
component, which considers pressure on 
irrigation sources and depletion of underground 
waters, the project introduced programmed 
irrigation techniques, demonstrating the 
benefits of this approach to improve water use 
efficiency and increase savings on water and 
energy, while achieving greater yields. In this 
context, the project established 13 maize, 15 
sugar beet and 11 apple orchard demonstration 
plots. The farmers were given programmed 
irrigation schedules and received training on 
programmed irrigation techniques. The results 
were compared with those from traditional 
irrigation practices, and showed mean water 
and electricity savings of 25.5 percent and 23.2 
percent, respectively, for sugar beet, and 23.5 
percent and 23.9 percent for grain maize. This 
represented an enormous gain for the farmers, 
especially taking into consideration the yield 
increases of 9 percent for sugar beet (sugar 
yield) and 29.2 percent for maize.

Harvest time

Over 1800 SuTPs IPASH and 
Turkish agri-food workers 
and farmers received training 
to promote sustainable 
livelihoods in 2020

Building Resilience of Syrians under Temporary 
Protection and Host Communities in Turkey 
through Supporting Socio-Economic Integration 
and Creating Livelihood Opportunities (OSRO/
TUR/901/EC).

The Second Project Steering Committee 
meeting of the rural livelihoods project for 
Syrians Under Temporary Protection (SuTP), 
International Protection Applicants and Status 
Holders (IPASH) and host communities, funded 
by the European Union, was organized with 
the participation of the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Forestry, the Ministry of Family, Labour 
and Social Services and the Delegation of the 
European Union to Turkey, and took place online 
on 25 January 2021 through Zoom.

The meeting also discussed ISKUR Service Points.

“Building Resilience of Syrians under Temporary 
Protection and Host Communities in Turkey 
through Supporting Socio-Economic Integration 
and Creating Livelihood Opportunities” project 
aims to strengthen the resilience and socio-
economic integration of SuTPs and vulnerable 
host communities in Turkey by providing support 
to agricultural livelihoods and improving access 
to employment in the agri-food sector. Steering 
Committee members were informed about the 
progress of the project and future activities 
including mitigation measures linked to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

In the first year, the project claimed a number 
of achievements including the implementation 
of 48 Vocational Training courses which 
produced 1 136 graduates. In addition, 30 
Farmer Field Schools opened their doors to 750 
local entrepreneurs and farmers, who received 
hands-on training from experts in advanced 
Climate Smart techniques and Good Agricultural 
Practices. In order to increase employment 
opportunities, consultations were held with 
the private sector in ten provinces where the 
project was implemented. 

The meeting also discussed ISKUR Service 
Points, ten of which with a focus on agricultural 
employment were established in project 
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provinces to facilitate employment for project 
beneficiaries. The operational modalities of the 
service points were debated during the meeting 
and the committee decided to organize a 
workshop to increase their technical capacity.

Women’s power

“Success is not something 
that belongs to men”

Emine Süsan lives with her family in Van Çatak. 
She is 21 years old, and has ten siblings: six girls 
and four boys. While preparing for university, 
she also deals with livestock and works in her 
cousin’s millinery shop, which enables her 
to contribute to the family budget. She also 
performs about 3-4 hours of housework each 
day. Her older siblings were unable to study due 
to economic difficulties and animal husbandry 
tasks, but now all of her other siblings are 
studying.

“I’m preparing myself for university – I want to 
be a doctor. At the moment, I am working to 
cover my university expenses in the future, and 
I decide together with my family how to spend 
my earnings. My parents behave differently 
towards my brothers. They care more for the 
men. We, my sisters and brothers, perform the 
same labour. There is no distinction between 

‘There is no such thing as a men’s job or a women’s job’ says Emine Susan.

girls, boys and children. Nobody says this is 
women’s work or this is men’s work. We all 
perform chores such as housework and care of 
animals. Actually, there is no such thing as a 
men’s job or a women’s job. There is no such 
difference – only society makes a distinction. In 
my mother’s day, women were not allowed to 
work and those that did were viewed in a bad 
light. However, the situation has changed a little. 
For example, now I can work comfortably as my 
cousin has a millinery shop. Nobody interferes 

A women’s cooperative for cheese production is due to be established in Çatak.

with me. But being a woman means that I still 
experience certain restrictions in society. I have 
encountered situations where being a woman 
means you cannot work in this area .” 

Emine decided to participate in FAO’s Farmer 
Field Schools training. This was her first 
experience of training, and she believes that it 
will have a positive impact.

“I received training on cheese production in the 
Farmer Field Schools. A women’s cooperative 
for cheese production is due to be established 
in Çatak, and I am thinking of becoming a 
member. The most important issues among 
the training topics I learned were about the 
value and importance given to women – that 
women do not lack anything, that women can 
do everything on their own, that women’s rights 
are human rights, and that women and men are 
equal. The topics I liked most concerned the 
equality of women and men.”

“Women should not stand behind men. Let them 
be strong. Let them work. Women, like men, 
can do anything. Success is not something that 
belongs to men, women can achieve success 
too. Never give up, let them work.”

Impressions from FAO

Data from Konya will 
enlighten future studies

The impact of climate change on agriculture in 
the Konya closed basin.

The Konya plain accounts for 8 percent of 
Turkey’s total arable land and has a semi-arid 
climate with annual precipitation of 323 mm. 
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Approximately 650 000 ha of the 1.9 million ha 
arable land in the plain are irrigated; the 
remainder is limited to dry farming due to 
inadequate water resources. 

In recent years, drought has increased in 
Turkey due to climate change. The impacts are 
particularly felt in Central Anatolia where the 
Konya plain is located, and have negatively 
affected water resources. In addition, excessive 
irrigation has caused a rapid decrease in 
groundwater levels, resulting in a decline in 
irrigated areas. This situation has threatened 
sustainable irrigated farming in the Konya Plain. 
Many studies conducted in the region have 
revealed excessive irrigation water use and the 
misuse of water. 

Selcuk University has applied programmed 
irrigation in plots located in farmers fields 
within the project area covering the Konya 
and Karaman province. Promising results have 
been obtained in terms of the sustainability of 
irrigated agriculture in the Konya Plain, with 
significant water and energy savings. The 
knowledge obtained in scientific studies was 
transferred to the farmers through practical 
demonstrations. Efforts have also been made 
to increase farmers awareness and knowledge 
related to the planning, operation, programming 
and application of irrigation, taking into 
account climate, soil, topography and plant 
characteristics.

FAO consultants for the Sustainable Land 
Management and Climate-Friendly Agriculture 
Project, Assoc. Prof. Duran YAVUZ and Assist 
Prof. Sinan SÜHERİ wrote for the FAOTURN

Selected agricultural sector, 
policy & Covid-19 response 
developments 

• The Food and Agricultural Product Markets 
Monitoring and Evaluation Committee (The 
Food Committee) convened on 28 January to 
assess recent domestic food price increases, 
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on food 
and agricultural commodity prices in 2020, 
and forecasts for 2021, with the participation 
of Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Minister 
of Trade, Treasury and Finance Minister, the 

Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey (CBRT) 
Governor, and the Head of Presidency of 
Strategy and Budget. The Committee decided 
to establishment of an Early Warning System 
that will enable timely decisions regarding 
developments in agricultural products 
and food markets. The prospective Early 
Warning System is expected to consist of 
three monitoring mechanisms for supply of 

agricultural products, price, and supply chains. 
Upon the Food Committee meeting, “Food and 
Agricultural Product Markets Analysis Division” 
was established within the Central Bank to 
perform an early warning function by carrying 
out analysis of data regarding the prices of 
food and agricultural products that are critical 
to price stability, to report the research and 
analysis results to contribute to the monetary 
policy process, and to fulfill secretarial duties for 
the Food Committee. A string of administrative 
measures from price controls to customs duties 
are expected to be tightened. 

• Turnover loss support for food and beverage 
(F&B) businesses. Turkish government 
announced on 6 February, 2021, the support 
for one of the worst affected sectors by Covid 
19 Pandemic. The F&B businesses, which had 
50 percent or more turnover loss during the 
pandemic, will be granted support payments at 
the rate of 3 percent of the decreased amount 
of the turnover, from TRY 2 000 to TRY 40 000 
(between USD 278 and USD 5 555).

• MAF introduced the right to consolidate the 
idle agricultural lands at the request of the 
landowners with the new regulation issued on 
January 29. Thus, it is aimed to utilize some 
2 million square meters of land that is left idle 
due to the fragmentation in agricultural land 
parcels. Previously, land consolidation could 
only be made by public authorities, however, 
with the new legislation it can also be made 
upon the request of the landowners.

Promising results have been obtained in the Konya Plain.

• Grant Support to On-farm Irrigation Systems 
in 2021. Individual On-farm irrigation systems 
are also included in the agriculture-based 
rural development supports scheme with the 
amendment to the relevant decree on 29 
January. In order to increase the income level 
of producers in rural areas, 50 percent grant 
support will be provided to individual on-farm 
irrigation systems between 30 January 2021 
and 31 December2025.
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• Due to the pandemic, the increase in chemical 
fertilizer prices exceeded 60 percent. Last 5 
years average annual fertilizer consumption is 
around 6 million tonnes in Turkey. Approximately 
90 percent of the raw materials for fertilizer 
production are imported. The rise in such input 
prices increased the stress level of the farmers 
[Anadolu Agency (AA), Feb 25]

• Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture production increased by 33 
percent in Turkey during 2020. In addition 
to fertile captures and production, last year 
also saw a comprehensive amendment to the 
49 years old Fisheries and Aquaculture Law 
which was enacted in 1971. Adjustments and 
regulations were made to protect the life below 
water, and dependant livelihoods. Total capture 
and production of fisheries and aquaculture 
amounted to 837 thousand tons in 2020. (Turkish 
Agriculture and Forest Magazine, Jan-Feb Issue)

According to Turkey Exporters Assembly 
(TIM) data, Turkey’s fruit and vegetable 
products sector exports increased 8,8 percent 
in 2020 compared to previous year, despite 
the pandemic, and reached USD 1,7 billion. 
Turkey’s orange exports increased by 41 
percent compared to 2019 and reached USD 
129 million in 2020, due to the rise in demand 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Chairman 
of TIM Cereals, Pulses, Oil Seeds and Products 
Sector Board announced that exports exceeded 
USD 7 billion for the first time in the cereals and 
pulses sector as well (AA, Jan 22).

Map out

First certification of 
sustainable management of 
dry land forests in Turkey

Under the Sustainable Land Management and 
Climate Friendly Agriculture Project (GCP/
TUR/055), low productivity dry land forests 
are being certified for sustainable management 
for the first time. This certification may be 
applied for the marketing of non-wood forest 
products. The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
certification demonstrates the environmental 
benefits of biodiversity mainstreaming into 
forest and rangeland management and 
restoration practices. Additionally, the project 
targets the potential for sustainably managed 
dry land forests to provide improved income 
generation through enhanced marketing of 
non-timber forest products. In 2020, an FSC 
certificate was obtained for forests in Eregli, a 
project pilot site. A total of 23 1274 ha low-
density forests were certified under the project.

Turna will continue 
production at its new site

The Turna Women’s Cooperative, which 
was established under the OSRO/TUR/002/
JPN project, moved to its new home in 
January 2021. The cooperative continued 
its commercial operations, which focus on 
the packaging and selling of stuffed mussel 
products. After the relocation work was 
completed, the project beneficiaries finalized 
their vocational training and undertook 
“entrepreneurship” training, which included 
the preparation of a business plan.

FAO Turkey supports 
landscape based 
integrated natural resource 
management in Turkey`s 
lagging rural areas 

FAO Turkey supports the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry for the project design of the 
investment project  on integrated natural  
resource management with a view of resilient 
landscape development in lagging rural areas 
of Turkey.  The investment project `Turkey 
Resilient Landscape Integration Project  
(TULIP)`  will invest in two different basins, 
Bolaman and  Cekerek for an integrated  
landscape development  to be financed by 
World Bank for the period of 2021-2027.

FAO-Turkey Partnership 
Programmes: Partnering for 
food security and sustainable 
management of natural 
resources

Turkey is one of FAO’s most important 
partners, and they work together to implement 
programmes across Europe and Central Asia. 
Today, Turkey and FAO are engaged in close 
cooperation to achieve the shared goal of 
eradicating poverty and hunger and ensuring 
the sustainable management of natural 
resources under the umbrella of the FAO-
Turkey Partnership Programmes. The FAO-
Turkey Partnership Programmes are designed 
to provide support to ensure food security, 
rural poverty reduction and sustainable forest 
management, combat desertification and 
preserve ecosystems in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus, Africa and beyond.

The FAO-Turkey Partnership Programmes 
consist of two umbrella programmes: the 
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FAO-Turkey Partnership Programme on Food 
and Agriculture (FTPP II) and the FAO-Turkey 
Forestry Partnership Programme (FTFP). 
Both programmes benefit from trust fund 
contributions financed by the Government 
of Turkey and represented by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry. Together with the 
first phase of the FTPP, the total contribution 
of Turkey to the programmes amounts to 
USD 30 million. 

The two programmes contribute significantly to 
strengthening of the agricultural and forestry 
capacities of the beneficiary countries, not 
only through the provision of funding, but also 
through shared experience and expertise.

Currently, nine projects are being implemented 
with seven more to come in the upcoming 
months.
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The Turna Women’s Cooperative continued its commercial operations, which focus on the packaging and selling of stuffed mussel products.
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Dilara’s Corner

Meatball recipe from leftover rice

2 cups of leftover rice

2 eggs

3-4 tablespoons of breadcrumbs

Half a bunch of parsley

Half a bunch of dill

2-3 cloves of garlic

Mix all the ingredients until they have the 
consistency of meatballs, then cook in a non-
fat frying pan.

#IYFV2021: Fruits and vegetables: your 
dietary essentials
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Newsroom
FAO Turkey’s publications and monthly 
(highlights) media analyses January-
February.

Print News

(1 January 2021-18 February 2021) It Will Be 
Updated.

Tv media

Internet Media

(1 January 2021-18 February 2021) It Will Be 
Updated.

Key facts

The State of Food and Agriculture (SOFA)2020

Save the date

March-April 2021

Building Resilience of Syrians under 
Temporary Protection and Host 
Communities in Turkey Through Supporting 
Socio-economic Integration and Creating 
Livelihood Opportunities Project

• March/Distribution Ceremony for Farmer 
Field School Input Packages 

• March/ISKUR Service Point Workshops (Zoom 
meeting with ISKUR officials and subsequent 
face-to-face internal workshops with provinces) 

• March/Start of 2021 Vocational Training 
Programme 

• March/Start of 2021 Farmer Field School 
Programme

• April/Start of SGK Premium Support

Conversation and Sustainable 
Management of Turkey’s Steppe 
Ecosystems Project

• 15-19 March/Şanlıurfa Field Mission and 
Stakeholder Engagement Meeting

• 11-12 April/Protected Area Management 
Planning Certification Programme 

News 
Number

Access 
Number

Food and Agriculture 
Organizatino of the 
United Nations (FAO)

545 30 827 821

News 
Number

Access 
Number

Food and Agriculture 
Organizatino of the 
United Nations (FAO)

3118 42 178 142
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One Shot - Photograph of the month

An impressive photograph from the works of the 
Farmer Field School, which is being implemented 
under the Building resilience of SuTP and host 

communities in Turkey through supporting socio-
economic integration and creating livelihood 
opportunities project, in Çatak District of Van.

Contact information:

FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia
Email:  SEC-SRC@fao.org
Website: www.fao.org/europe/programmes-and-projects/fao-turkey
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Ankara, Turkey

Some rights reserved. This work is available 
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence
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Sustainable Land Management and 
Climate-friendly Agriculture Project

• March/Biodiversity Monitoring Workshop

• April/Irrigation Workshop

Contributing To Land Degradation 
Neutrality (LDN) In The Upper Sakarya 
Basin Project

• March/Field Mission and Stakeholder Meetings

• April/FFS Field Mission

• April/Decision Support System Launch Meeting

• April/Decision Support System Technical
Workshop

Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 
Forest Management in Kazdagları Project

• 1-5 March/Field Mission and Inception
Workshop

• FLW: “Food Heroes/Saviours” campaign
launch – within Q12021 (TBC)

• ECO-RCC: Launch of “Overview of FS in
ECO 2020” publication

• FTPP II: Podcast for FTPP II

• CAC-Rust: Wheat rust diseases integrated
management brochure

• FLW: Informational campaign at retail (and
HoReCa if pandemic restrictions are lifted)

• FLW: Educational campaign for children
(dissemination of “Do Good: Save Food!”
guides)

• ECO-RCC: Virtual event for knowledge and
experience sharing, particularly in regard to
the COVID-19 pandemic on food security in
the ECO region (TBC)

• FLW: “Grown for the bin” photo exhibition –
April 2021

• FLW: Content marketing campaign on
Yesilist.com – February – April 2021 (TBC)




