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Background

The world is becoming more and more urbanized 
with 55 percent of the population living in cities. 
Cities already consume almost 80 percent of the 
total energy produced in the world and absorb up 
to 70 percent of the food supply. To address these 
challenges, cities are taking a more active role 
in contributing to national governments’ efforts 
in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
and the Paris Agreement. Population growth and 
rapid urbanization exacerbate the limits of our 
current food systems (emitting high level of GHG, 
speeding deforestation, producing food losses 
and waste, providing poor quality diets) as well 
as growing competition for natural resources. 
Local administrations are finding it more and more 
urgent to face with access to food for all dwellers, 
fight with food-originated diseases, develop green 
spaces, deal with climate change threats on their 
territory, and reduce food waste, to the benefice 
of urban and peri-urban populations.  

Therefore, maintaining sustainable agri-food systems 
with green spaces that include urban and peri-urban 

agriculture and forests are essential for cities, making 
them more resilient towards the impacts of climate 
change and socio-economic crises. 

To trigger transformative actions for cities to 
become greener, cleaner, more resilient and 
regenerative, FAO launched the Green Cities 
Initiative and Action Plan on 18 September 2020 
at a high-level event during the 75th session of 
the UN General Assembly. Aimed at improving city 
dwellers’ well-being through increased availability 
of and access to products and services provided 
by sustainable urban and peri-urban agriculture, 
forestry and food systems, it will be implemented 
in metropolitan, medium and small cities in 
developing countries – looking to reach 1000 cities 
by 2030. The success of the Green Cities Initiative 
rests on the active participation of stakeholders 
through a broad and diverse partnership. First 
activities will focus primarily on small and medium 
African cities as they are the most sensitive to the 
current urbanization pace and can play an active 
role in food system transformations.   
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Green Cities Regional Action Programme for Africa:  
objectives and beneficiaries 

Urban population is set to reach 68 percent by 
2050, with 90 percent in low-income countries - 
especially in Africa and Asia. Africa has the fastest 
urban growth in the world, two-thirds of which 
will be absorbed in urban areas in the next 30 
years. Nearly all of Africa’s urban areas have fewer 
than 300,000 inhabitants - many of which are not 
officially recognized as an urban area. However, 
they represent a major opportunity to strengthen 
much-needed urban and rural linkages. 

Food systems disruptions, loss of jobs, increased 
water needs for sanitation and hygiene, as well as 
wastewater production, have especially affected 
many urban and peri-urban communities. 
Consequently, food insecurity has increased 
and already precarious conditions in vulnerable 
African cities have worsened. While the COVID-19 
pandemic has added new challenges in meeting 
urban demands for more sustainable nature-
related goods and services, recovery paves the 

way to accelerate agri-food system and green 
city transformation. In response, FAO established 
the Green Cities Regional Action Programme for 
Africa. 

The Green Cities Regional Action Programme for 
Africa initiates the goals set out in the FAO Green 
Cities Initiative. A first phase rolls out in 2021, 
targeting 15 cities in Africa with key innovative 
“quick win” actions to develop the capacity of local 
stakeholders to integrate food systems, urban and 
peri-urban agriculture and urban forests and trees 
in local planning and actions. Capacity building 
will be provided to focus on tailor-made capacity 
development on integrating food systems, 
agriculture and green spaces in local planning for 
improved urban and peri-urban planning. This 
phase is instrumental to engage partners, leverage 
resources and broaden interest from other 
countries and cities. 

• Virtual signing of “Letters of Intent” in six African 
cities where quick win actions will be implemented: 
Praia (Cabo Verde); Kisumu (Kenya); Nairobi (Kenya); 
Antananarivo (Madagascar); Quelimane (Mozambique); 
and Kigali (Rwanda).

• Showcase activities foreseen in the Green Cities 
Regional Action Programme for Africa.

• Give voice to innovative green city solutions proposed 
by youth & women.

• Raise awareness and trigger new engagement for the 
FAO Green Cities Initiative and its Regional Action 
Programme for Africa.

Objective of  
the event


