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Foreword 

This year’s OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook comes at a critical juncture. The COVID-19 pandemic has 

placed unprecedented stress on the agricultural sector, requiring swift action to ensure the sector can 

remain resilient, efficient and sustainable, now and over the longer term. The 2021 UN Food Systems 

Summit in New York will be an excellent opportunity for the international community to chart a future vision 

for the agri-food systems, including to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). With less than 

ten years until the 2030 target for achieving the SDGs, policy-makers need to reflect on the factors and 

forces driving performance in the agri-food systems. It is against this background that the 2021 OECD-

FAO Agricultural Outlook identifies and analyses the drivers of performance in the agri-food markets over 

2021-2030. 

The annual OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook provides decision makers with reliable information on future 

trends for agriculture and food and the factors driving global demand, supply, trade and prices. It provides 

a comprehensive medium-term baseline scenario for the expected evolution of agricultural commodity, fish 

and biofuel markets at national, regional and global levels. This baseline scenario represents the 

considered views of global experts from national governments and international commodity organisations 

around the world.  

The Outlook suggests that some progress towards the SDGs will be made, assuming a fast recovery from 

the global COVID-19 pandemic and stable weather conditions and policy environments, although the past 

year of disruptions from COVID-19 has moved us further away from achieving the SDG targets. Without 

additional efforts, the Zero Hunger goal will be missed and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 

agriculture will increase further.  

Over the coming decade, diets in low-income countries are projected to remain largely based on staples, 

and ensuring food security for a growing population will remain a key challenge. Consumers in middle and 

high-income countries will consume higher shares of fats and animal products in their diets, underscoring 

the need for additional efforts to promote a transition towards healthier diets, as recommended by the 

WHO and FAO and as encouraged through FAO’s Hand in Hand initiative. At this year’s UN Food Systems 

Summit, we must all work together to transform the way the world produces, consumes and thinks about 

food. An agri-food systems transformation is urgently needed.  

Productivity improvements are expected to account for most of the projected growth in agricultural 

production needed to feed a growing global population sustainably. However, these improvements will not 

happen without continuing investments in infrastructure and R&D, and an important acceleration on 

innovations in digitalisation, technology, better data, and on human capital 

These investments are also critical for limiting the environmental impact of agriculture, enabling sustainable 

yield increases, and allowing production to be driven by productivity growth rather than expansion of 

agricultural land. While the carbon intensity of agricultural production is expected to decline further over 

the next ten years, more is needed for the sector to effectively contribute to the global reduction in GHG 

emissions targeted in the Paris Agreement. This again underscores the need for investments in, and the 
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global implementation of, innovative solutions to improve the environmental sustainability of the agricultural 

sector. 

Making these investments will be challenging, as projected productivity gains and slowing demand growth 

are expected to keep the baseline real prices of basic agricultural commodities flat over the medium-term 

to 2030. These medium-term price projections are subject to uncertainty, and they do not remove the 

reality of short-term price spikes and volatility ‒ as evidenced by the current surge in global food commodity 

prices. The Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS) and FAO’s Food Outlook both provide timely 

insights into current market developments and also form the basis of the medium-term outlook. 

Lastly, trade will continue to be critical for food security, nutrition, farm incomes and tackling rural poverty. 

COVID-19 has underscored the importance of a fair, equitable, open, transparent and rules-based 

international trading system for the food security and well-being of populations in both exporting and 

importing countries. The COVID-related disruptions to transport and logistics highlighted the importance 

of intra-regional trade in agri-food products, particularly in Africa. And COVID-19 has again demonstrated 

that trade restrictions are counterproductive, undermining confidence in global markets and ultimately 

threatening global food security. 

While policy makers are understandably focused on overcoming the immediate COVID-19-related 

challenges, decisions made now will shape the future of the agriculture sector. There is thus a unique 

opportunity at this juncture to “build back better”, and to set the sector on a path of sustainability, efficiency 

and resilience. The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook provides insights and evidence to support countries 

as they shape the sector to be ready to navigate risks and seize new opportunities over the next ten years 

and, thus, contribute to achieving the SDGs. 
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This chapter provides a market overview and a description of the current 

market situation for roots and tubers (i.e. cassava, potato, yams, sweet 

potato, taro), pulses (i.e. field peas, broad beans, chickpeas, lentils), and 

banana and major tropical fruits (i.e. mango, mangosteen and guava, 

pineapple, avocado, and papaya) markets. It then highlights the medium 

term (2021-30) projections for production, consumption and trade for these 

products and describes the main drivers of these projections. 
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 Glossary 

Aquaculture The farming of aquatic organisms including fish, molluscs, crustaceans, 
aquatic plants, etc. Farming implies some form of intervention in the 
rearing process to enhance production, such as regular stocking, feeding 
and protection from predators. Farming also implies individual or 

corporate ownership of the stock being cultivated. For statistical purposes, 
aquatic organisms that are harvested by an individual or corporate body 
that has owned them throughout their rearing period contribute to 

aquaculture, while aquatic organisms that are exploitable by the public as 
a common property resource, with or without appropriate licenses, are the 
harvest of capture fisheries. In this Outlook, data relating to aquatic plants 

are not included. 

African Swine Fever (ASF) ASF is a highly contagious hemorrhagic disease of pigs, warthogs, 
European wild boar and American wild pigs. It is not a human health 
threat. The organism that causes ASF is a DNA virus of the Asfarviridae 

family. 

(For more information on this topic: http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/d13953.pdf) 

Atlantic beef / pigmeat market The Atlantic market for production and trade of beef and pigmeat consists 
of countries that are Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) free with vaccination 

or contain FMD free zones. Most countries in this market are located 
around the Atlantic Ocean and typically trade grass-fed beef and grain-fed 

pigmeat. See also Pacific beef/pigmeat market. 

Avian Influenza (AI) AI is a highly contagious viral infection which can affect all species of birds 
and can manifest itself in different ways depending mainly on the ability of 
the virus to cause disease (pathogenicity) on the species affected (for 
more information on this topic, see 

http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D13947.PDF) 

Baseline The set of market projections used for the Outlook analysis, also used as 
benchmark to analyse the impact of different economic and policy 
scenarios. A detailed description on how this baseline was generated is 

provided in the methodology section 

Biofuels In the wider sense, biofuels can be defined as all solid, fluid or gaseous 
fuels produced from biomass. More narrowly, the term comprises fuels 
that replace petroleum-based road-transport fuels. Ethanol is produced 
from sugar crops, cereals and other starchy crops, and can be used as an 

additive to, in a blend with, or as a replacement of gasoline. Biodiesel is 
produced mostly from vegetable oils, but also from waste oils and animal 

fats. 

Biomass Biomass is defined as any plant matter used directly as fuel or converted 
into other forms before combustion. Included are wood, vegetal waste 

(including wood waste and crops used for energy production), animal 
materials/wastes and industrial and urban wastes, used as feedstock for 

producing bio-based products. In the context of the Outlook, it does not 

include agricultural commodities used in the production of biofuels 

(e.g. vegetable oils, sugar or grains). 

Blend wall The term blend wall refers to short run technical constraints that act as an 

impediment to increased biofuel use in transportation fuels. 

BRICS Refers to the emerging economies of Brazil, the Russian Federation, 

India, the People’s Republic of China, and South Africa. 

Bt cotton A transgenic cotton variety that contains one or more foreign genes 
derived from the bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis. Bt cotton is resistant 
against some insect pests, but the fiber of BT cotton plants is shorter than 

that of traditional varieties. 

  

http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/d13953.pdf
http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D13947.PDF
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 Statistical Annex 
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