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2021 UN Day for South-South Cooperation

For the fifth consecutive year, the Rome-based Agencies (RBAs)
(1) are jointly organizing the celebration of the UN Day for South-
South Cooperation (UN Day for SSC) – an annual event marked on 
12 September every year. This year, the UN Day for SSC also coincides 
with the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit to be convened by the 
United Nations Secretary General in September 2021.

RBAs brokered South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) 
has proven to date to have a catalytic and complementary role in 
coalescing synergies(2), solutions(3) and skills(4). Promoting SSTC, 
which enables the sharing of knowledge, experiences, technologies, 
resources among countries in the Global South, has an important 
role to play in sharing and bringing effective approaches for more 
sustainable and inclusive agri-food systems.

2021 UN Day for SSC: Mobilizing 
Synergies, Solutions and Skills for Agri-
food Systems Transformation in the Global 
South.

This year’s RBAs Celebration of the UN Day for SSC will focus on 
making voices from the Global South heard on their challenges, 
approaches and plans for agri-food systems transformation.

The RBAs celebrations will attract the participation of Government 
counterparts and non-state actors and will provide the opportunity to 
highlight a number of game-changing solutions that are particularly 
impactful for the Global South. The event will also provide a space 
for Member Nations to discuss how they can better leverage SSTC 
to mainstream key game-changing solutions , building on previous 
successful SSTC experiences. The findings of the event will help 
to shape the joint agenda for RBAs on SSTC for the coming years, 
to ensure that RBAs-facilitated SSTC remains relevant to support 
country-led progress on food security and nutrition.

(1) - The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO), the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD), and the World Food Programme (WFP) offer a vast 

range of knowledge, financial and technical expertise, and internationally recognized 

fora for discussing policy issues related to food security, agriculture, and nutrition.

(2) - Promoting dialogue, cooperation and joint action for regional and inter-regional 

SSTC on agri-food systems transformation.

(3) - Identifying and sharing replicable and adaptable agri-food innovations and 

solutions from around the world, especially from developing countries.

(4) - Mobilizing Southern knowledge and expertise through leveraging existing technical 

institutions, networks, communities of practitioners, centers of excellence and 

universities as key partners for technical assistance and cooperation.
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