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1. Opening Remarks 
 
The FAO Deputy Director-General and Chair of the Steering Committee, Ms Beth Bechdol, thanked the 
members for being part of this important group of thought leaders and contributors to the Global Seed 
Conference. She explained that, as part of her portfolio, she was responsible for the work of the Plant 
Production and Protection Division (NSP) and that she was very excited about the opportunity this 
conference raised for the division and for all of FAO.   
 
She noted that the world is facing unprecedented challenges, such as climate change and the need to 
ensure production of more food and healthy diets, and that to meet these challenges we need to start 
with good crops, and these require good seeds. To transform agri-food systems, FAO recently adopted its 
new Strategic Framework for the next ten years which acts through the aspirations of the ‘four betters’, 
i.e., better production, better nutrition, better environment and a better life. As part of this framework, 
FAO envisages production systems that are increasingly knowledge intensive rather than input intensive.  
 
She pointed out that innovation clearly comes at the nexus of these important topics and that FAO is 
giving high priority to this area. The Organization recently appointed its first ever Chief Scientist, Ms 
Elouafi, and created the Office of Innovation that reports directly to her. These new structures 
demonstrate that FAO is changing from within to enable it to have even greater impact on important 
topics affecting food and agriculture, such as those considered in this conference.  
 

2. Welcome Remarks 
 
The Chair of the Scientific Advisory Panel and FAO Chief Scientist, Ms Ismahane Elouafi, welcomed 
participants to the first Scientific Advisory Panel meeting. She pointed out that the pandemic has prompted 
us to rethink the way we produce and the way we consume our food and reiterated the urgency to adopt a 
holistic, coordinated approach to build back better, or to build forward better, if we want to achieve 
Agenda 2030. Harnessing science, technology and innovation is key for leveraging emerging opportunities 
for reaching a world free from poverty, hunger and malnutrition.  
 
She affirmed that, from the work that FAO does today, there is a commitment to develop tools and 
approaches that will enable member countries to increase their food production in a sustainable way. 
However, she noted that FAO alone cannot deal with all the challenges the world faces and that 
partnership is essential in the work it does in supporting Members.  
 
She highlighted that FAO needs to bring together the representatives of all stakeholders of the seed value 
chain - including the scientists, developers of new technologies and innovations, seed producers, quality 
control experts, policy makers, farmers, public and private seed sectors, academia, NGOs and donors - to 
support and pave the road towards better production systems. Through this conference, FAO will provide a 
neutral forum for them and their stakeholders to engage in focused dialogues on how best to make quality 
seeds of preferred productive, nutritious and resilient crop varieties available to farmers, especially in food 
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insecure parts of the world. She concluded by thanking the participants for accepting to be members of this 
Scientific Advisory Panel and agreeing to support FAO in organising this conference.  
 
3. Self-Introductions  
 
As one of the aims of the meeting was to enable the Panel members to meet and get to know each other, 
Ms Elouafi asked the Panel members to introduce themselves. Twenty-two of the twenty-three Panel 
members were able to attend the meeting and each one introduced themselves, providing information on 
their professional background, expertise and experience as well as their current work affiliation. The 
members expressed enthusiasm for the conference and for the task of assisting in its organization.  
 
4. Overview of the Conference 
 
The Director of NSP, Mr Jingyuan Xia, gave a presentation describing the background, rationale, objectives, 
core activities, expected outputs and governance structure of the conference. He began by affirming that 
seeds are the foundation of agriculture to produce paramount necessities for our daily lives such as food, 
feed, fiber and fuel and described the important role of seeds in agriculture and how essential they are to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and to supporting FAO’s new Strategic Framework. He 
outlined the major challenges in agriculture and the need for green agriculture, green crop production and 
protection and green seed. 
 
Coming to the specificities of the conference, he noted that the previous World Seed Conference took place 
at FAO Headquarters, Rome, on 8-10 September 2009, co-organized by FAO, the OECD Seed Scheme, 
UPOV, ISF and ISTA while the First World Seed Conference took place ten years earlier, on 6-8 September 
1999 in Cambridge, co-organized by ISTA, FIS, ASSINSEL, OECD and UPOV. Building on the conference’s 
concept note1, he outlined that the Objectives of the upcoming conference are to: 

• Increase awareness of the contributions of the seed industry to green innovation of plant 
production 

• Promote cooperation between sectors, especially for public-private partnerships 
• Foster priority setting and the targeted mobilization and pooling of scientific, technical and 

financial resources for strengthened seed systems  
• Debate evidence and share updated knowledge about green development of the seed industries 

 
He also stated that the expected outcomes of the conference were: 

• A Communiqué to increase awareness of the contributions of the seed industry to green innovation 
of plant production 

• Identification of priority intervention areas where key stakeholders, including FAO, can support 
countries to strengthen their seed systems; and of potential actions and strategies that will best 
support countries to assist their farmers to increase their access to desirable and quality seeds 

• Increased recognition of FAO as a trusted convener of evidence-based discourse on the green 
development of seed industries 

• Proceedings of the conference to advocate the green development of the seed industry 
 

Regarding governance, he said that organization of the conference will be  facilitated by the Steering 
Committee, chaired by Ms Beth Bechdol, FAO Deputy Director-General, tasked to provide strategic advice 
to FAO on the organization of the Conference; the Scientific Advisory Panel, chaired by Ms Ismahane 
Elouafi, FAO Chief Scientist, which assisted with the drafting of the programme; and the FAO Secretariat, of 
which he is Executive Secretary, which has the overall responsibility for organization of the event. 
 
5. The Role of the Panel 
 

 
1 http://www.fao.org/3/cb5142en/cb5142en.pdf 

http://www.fao.org/3/cb5142en/cb5142en.pdf
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The Deputy Director of NSP, Mr Rémi Nono Womdim, gave a brief overview of the Terms of Reference of 
the Panel. He stated that the specific role of the Panel was to: 

• Develop a draft programme covering the main conference topics 
• In doing so, provide proposals for the names of potential keynote speakers, presenters, panelists 

and chairs for the different sessions 
• Ensure there is gender and geographical balance in the proposals 
• Submit a draft programme proposal for consideration by FAO 

 
6. Conference Programme and the Panel Workplan 
 
The Leader of the FAO Seeds and Plant Genetic Resources Team, Mr Chikelu Mba, noted that Panel 
members had previously received a 3-page document describing the four main conference themes, 
providing also the tentative conference agenda. The tentative agenda for the 2-day event envisages  that 
there will be a plenary session with keynote presentations in the morning of Day 1; a plenary session with a 
high-level segment on the afternoon of Day 2; and, in between these two, in the afternoon of Day 1 and the 
morning of Day 2, pairs of parallel sessions dedicated to the four main conference themes.  
 
He informed the Panel members that working groups were being established for each of these four themes 
to prepare the programme for their respective pairs of parallel sessions and that a fifth cross-thematic 
working group was also being established to provide FAO with advice regarding the keynote presentations, 
the high-level segment and the communiqué. Potential co-leaders had been identified for each working 
group and, in meetings held the week before the Panel meeting, all had kindly accepted to take on the 
additional role. The working groups, with the names of the respective co-leaders, are: 
 
1. Emerging technologies, including new plant breeding techniques (Rajeev Varshney and Vittorio Venturi) 
2. Conservation of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (Lamis Chalak and Charlotte Lusty) 
3. Crop varietal development and adoption (Cathie Martin and Emmanuel Okogbenin) 
4. Seed production, quality assurance, seed trade and enabling laws and policies (Keshavulu Kunusoth and 
Niels Louwaars) 
5. Cross-thematic - Keynote presentations, high-level segment; communiqué (Rachel Chikwamba and Long 
Mao) 
 
He requested the Panel members to indicate in the chat which working groups they wished to join (noting 
that they could join one or more, even all five) and that someone in the FAO Secretariat would gather this 
information.  
 

7. Open Discussion  
 
Ms Elouafi thanked all the three speakers for providing a very good overview about the conference. She 
then opened the floor to the Panel members indicating that they now had the chance to raise any 
questions or provide any comments regarding what they have heard during these presentations. 
 
Panel members expressed their satisfaction with the good progress had been made so far in organization of 
the conference. They emphasized the need to avoid duplication between the five working groups and to 
ensure that some mechanism exists to ensure there is cross-fertilization, harmonization and synergy 
between the working groups which will help to guarantee overall coherence of the conference programme. 
The importance of using case studies in the conference and of having panels to allow for discussion was 
also underlined. Clarification was requested regarding the next steps. 
 
Members of the FAO Secretariat thanked the Panel members for their inputs and support. They noted that 
one of the aims of the meeting was for the Panel members to get to know each other and this had been 
successfully achieved, with a strong positive spirit prevailing. They confirmed that there would be a 
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mechanism for the theme leaders of the working groups to work together in order to ensure coordination 
between the working groups.  
 
The FAO Secretariat also clarified that the next immediate steps should be finalization of the working 
groups membership, and urged the Panel members to nominate themselves for the relevant group(s) of 
interest. The co-leaders of the working groups would then convene meetings of their respective working 
groups. The working groups should first consider the 3-page document which FAO had sent to the Panel 
members describing the four conference themes, with the tentative programme in the Annex, which 
outlines FAO’s thinking on these four themes and the conference. The document is a draft and suggestions 
to improve the text for each of the themes were welcomed. Once agreement has been reached on that, the 
working groups should consider proposing an appropriate format for their respective sessions (e.g. panel 
discussions, sessions with speakers only, or a mixture of both). The working groups should then go to the 
next stage and propose content for the sessions.  
 
8. Closing Remarks 
 
Ms Elouafi thanked everyone for contributing to the useful discussion. She indicated that FAO would 
prepare a meeting report and circulate it to the Panel members. She concluded the meeting by thanking 
everyone for attending and underlined that FAO is looking forward to working with the Panel members on 
organization of this important conference. 
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Annex 1: Meeting agenda 
 

Chair and Moderator: Ismahane Elouafi, FAO Chief Scientist  

 

ITEMS DOCUMENTS PRESENTER 
PROPOSED 

TIME (Mins) 

1. Opening Remarks 

 Ms Beth Bechdol, Deputy Director-
General of FAO, Chair of the Steering 
Committee  

5  

2. Welcome Remarks  

Ms. Ismahane Elouafi, FAO Chief 
Scientist, Chair of the Scientific Advisory 
Panel 

5 

3. Self-introductions  
Document with list of 
Panel members 

Panel members  10  

4. Overview of the 
Conference  

Concept Note 
Mr Jingyuan Xia, Director of FAO Plant 
Production and Protection Division (NSP) 

10  

5. The Role of the Panel 
Terms of Reference 
(ToRs) for the Panel 

Mr Rémi Nono Womdim, Deputy 
Director of NSP 

5  

6. Conference Programme 
and the Panel Workplan  

- Document with the 
tentative programme, 
describing also the four 
conference themes 

- Panel workplan 

Mr Chikelu Mba, Leader of FAO Seeds 
and Plant Genetic Resources Team 

10  

7. Open Discussion  

• Overview of the 
Conference  

• The Role of the 
Panel  

• Conference 
Programme and the 
Panel Workplan  

• Other relevant 
issues 

 

Moderated by Ms. Ismahane Elouafi 40  

8. Closing Remarks  Ms. Ismahane Elouafi 5  
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Annex 2: List of participants 

 

Scientific Advisory Panel Members 

1. Ms. Ismahane Elouafi Chief Scientist, FAO, Italy. 

2. 

 

Ms. Rachel 
Chikwamba 

Group Executive: Chemicals, Agriculture, Food and Health, Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR), South Africa. 

3. Mr. Niels Louwaars Director of Plantum, the Netherlands Seed Association, the Netherlands 

4 Mr. Rajeev Varshney 

Research Program Director, Genetic Gains and Director, Center of Excellence in 
Genomics & Systems Biology, International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-
Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), India & Adjunct Professor, Food Futures Institute, Murdoch 
University, Australia. 

5 Mr. Long Mao 
Head, Research Group of Wheat Complex Traits Dissection, Institute of Crop 
Sciences, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), China. 

6 
Mr. Emmanuel 
Okogbenin 

Director, Programme Development and Commercialization, African Agricultural 
Technology Foundation (AATF), Kenya. 

7 Mr. Vittorio Venturi 
ICGEB Scientific Coordinator and Group Leader, Bacteriology and Strains4Plants, 
International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), Italy. 

8 Ms. Cathie Martin Professor, Department of Metabolic Biology, John Innes Centre, United Kingdom. 

9 
Ms. Vivienne 
Anthony 

Senior Scientific Advisor, Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture, 
Switzerland. 

10 
Mr. Peter Okoth 
Mbogo 

Senior Maize Breeder, Seed Co, Kenya 

11 
Mr. Peter Button 

Vice Secretary-General, International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of 
Plants (UPOV), Switzerland. 

12 
Ms. Charlotte Lusty 

Head of Programs and Genebank Platform Coordinator, Global Crop Diversity 
Trust, Bonn, Germany. 

13 
Ms. Tilabilenji Phiri 

Senior Programmes Officer In-Situ Conservation and currently standing in as 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) Seed Centre Coordinator, SADC 
Plant Genetic Resource Centre (SPGRC), Zambia. 

14 
Mr. Nigel Maxted 

Professor of Plant Genetic Conservation, School of Biosciences, University of 
Birmingham, United Kingdom. 

15 Mr. Shaun Ferris 
Senior Technical Advisor, Agriculture/Livelihoods and Markets, Catholic Relief 
Services, Kenya.  

16 Mr. Csaba Gaspar 
Programme Manager, OECD Forest Seed and Plant Scheme, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), France. 

17 Ms. Alison Powell 
Chair of the ISTA Seed Science Advisory Group to the ISTA Executive Committee 
and Chair of the ISTA Vigour Technical Committee. United Kingdom. 
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18 Mr. John McMurdy 
Vice-President of Innovation and Development, CropLife International, United 
States of America. 

19 Mr. Martin Ekvad President, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), France.  

20 Mr. Keshavulu 
Kunusoth 

Managing Director, Telangana State Seed Corporation and Director, Telangana 
State Seed & Organic Certification Authority, India. 

21 
Ms. Lamis Chalak 

Professor, Head of Plant Production Department, Faculty of Agronomy, The 
Lebanese University and Head of the National Committee for Plant Genetic 
Resources, Lebanon. 

22 Ms. Maria Andrade 
Sweet potato breeder and 2016 World Food Prize winner, International Potato 
Centre, Mozambique.  

 

Seed Conference Secretariat 

1 Ms. Beth Bechdol Deputy Director-General of FAO, Steering Committee Chair 

2 Mr. Jingyuan Xia Director of FAO Plant Production and Protection Division (NSP) 

3 
Mr. Rémi Nono 
Womdim 

Deputy Director of NSP 

4 Mr. Chikelu Mba NSP Senior Officer 

5 Mr. Wilson Hugo NSP Agricultural Officer 

6 Mr. John Ruane OINR Senior Agricultural Innovation Specialist 

7 Ms. Chantal Wedge Intern for the Global Seed Conference 

8 Mr. Mirko Montuori NSPD Project Officer 

9 
Ms. 
Preetmoninder Lidder 

DDCC Technical Adviser 

10 
Ms. MariaSoledad 
FernandezGonzalez,  

NSP Digital Communication Specialist 

 
11 

Mr. Haekoo Kim NSP Technical Adviser 

12 
Ms. NdeyeNdack 
Diop 

NSP Agricultural Officer 

13 Ms. Arshiya Noorani NSP Agricultural Officer 
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14 
Mr. 
Stefano Diulgheroff, 

NSP Information Management Officer 

15 Mr. Shawn Mcguire NSP Agricultural Officer 

16 Mr. Lucio Olivero NSP Seed Specialist 

 

 


