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FAO Global Conference on Green Development of Seed Industries, 4-5 November 2021 

 

Steering Committee  

 

  

Category Name Organization 

Chair Beth Bechdol FAO 

Vice Chair Hanzhong Wang Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences 

Vice Chair Yemi Akinbamijo Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa 

Vice Chair Marco Ferroni CGIAR 

Member Ismahane Elouafi FAO 

Member Mauricio Lopes Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation 

Member Rakesh Singh International Center for Biosaline Agriculture 

Member Robert Delve International Fund for Agricultural 

Development 

Member Robert Bertram United States Agency for International 

Development 

Member Michael Keller International Seed Federation 

Member Alberto Lipparini Italian Seed Association 

Member Kent Nnadozie International Treaty on Plant Genetic 

Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Member Jingyuan Xia FAO 

Member Lorena Basso Basso Semillas 

Member Fatma Ben Rejeb Pan-African Farmers’ Organization 

 

 

Position and affiliation of the members:  

• Beth Bechdol: Deputy Director-General, FAO, Italy. 

http://www.fao.org/about/leadership/Beth-Bechdol  

 

• Hanzhong Wang: Vice President, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), 

China.  

http://www.caas.cn/en/administration/Leadership/index.html  

 

• Yemi Akinbamijo: Executive Director, Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), 

Ghana.  

https://faraafrica.org/yemi-akinbamijo/  

 

• Marco Ferroni: Chair, CGIAR System Board, France.  

https://www.cgiar.org/marco-ferroni/ 

 

• Ismahane Elouafi: Chief Scientist, FAO, Italy.  

http://www.fao.org/about/leadership/elouafi  

 

• Mauricio Lopes: Research Scientist, Embrapa Agroenergy, Brazilian Agricultural Research 

Corporation (Embrapa), Brazil. Former President of Embrapa (2012-2018).  

https://gbs2020.net/speaker/mauricio-lopes/  
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• Rakesh K. Singh: Program Leader and Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding), Crop 

Diversification and Genetics, International Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA), United 

Arab Emirates. 

https://www.biosaline.org/staff/dr-r-k-singh 

 

• Robert Delve: Lead Global Technical Advisor (Agronomy), Sustainable Production, Markets 

and Institutions Division, International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Italy. 

https://www.ifad.org/en/profile?id=295499926  

 

• Robert Bertram: Chief Scientist, Bureau for Resilience and Food Security, United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID), United States of America. 

https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/robert-bertram 

 

• Michael Keller: Secretary General, International Seed Federation (ISF), Switzerland. 

https://www.worldseed.org/about/isf-structure/isf-secretariat/  

 

• Alberto Lipparini: Secretary General, Italian Seed Association (Assosementi), Italy. 

https://www.biodiversita2018.it/speaker/alberto-lipparini/ 

 

• Kent Nnadozie: Secretary, International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture (ITPGRFA), FAO, Italy. 

http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/the-secretariat/the-secretary/en/  

 

• Jingyuan Xia: Director, FAO Plant Production and Protection Division, Italy. 

http://www.fao.org/agroecology/database/detail/en/c/1401397/  

 

• Lorena Basso: President, Basso Semillas, Argentina. President, Argentinian Seed Association 

(ASA) and President, Seed Association of the Americas (SAA). 

https://govirtual.worldseed.org/en/#speaker 

   

• Fatma Ben Rejeb: Chief Executive Officer, Pan-African Farmers’ Organization (PAFO), 

Rwanda. 

https://pafo-africa.org/en/home/   
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