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Antibiotic Ω

Since antibiotic use drives antibiotic resistance: 

- need to ensure all use is appropriate.

In the UK:

25% dogs and 21% cats received ≥1 antibiotic over a 2 year period 

6% prescriptions in dogs and 32% in cats - HPCIAs





Other guidelines are available…



A consistent message



Do guidelines work?





WHY?
Guidelines can be ignored

Defensive medicine (just in case)

Diagnostic uncertainty

Pressure from owners (farmers?)

Need high-quality guidelines that will BE USED by stakeholders



Agree II

The purpose of the AGREE II, is to provide a framework to:

1. Assess the quality of guidelines;

2. Provide a methodological strategy for the development of guidelines; and

3. Inform what information and how the information ought to be reported in guidelines.



Domains



Domain scores for 15 antibiotic stewardship guidelines available in Europe



The Agree II tool

Freely available:

https://www.agreetrust.org/agree-ii/

https://www.agreetrust.org/agree-ii/


AGREE II ITEM SCORES FOR 15 ANTIBIOTIC STEWARDSHIP GUIDELINES FOR CATS AND DOGS



Conclusions

There are several excellent (and accessible) guidelines currently available

Important to understand needs of target stakeholders

Recommendations need regular updating to reflect new evidence

EBVM remains an optimistic objective

Agree II offers a logical framework to support this process



Thank you

fergus.allerton@willows.uk.net
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