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Research Guidelines Endorsement

Technical 
assistance 

and capacity 
development

Better, more 
harmonized 

data
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The research
RESEARCH

TOPICS
STUDIES

Food away 
from home

• Peru, Brazil
• Vietnam, India

Length of food 
list

• Indonesia 
• Brazil

Length of recall 
(and diary)

• Bangladesh
• Niger, Tanzania
• Canada

Acquisition vs.
consumption

• Mongolia

Household vs. 
individual

• Ethiopia
• Bangladesh

Special Issue: Food Counts

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/72/suppl/C
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The Guidelines: Main areas of attention and 
contention
• Diary and recall

• Length of recall

• Food Away from Home

• Seasonality

• Acquisition & Consumption

• Food list

• Meal participation

• Non-standard units

https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/lsms/publication/Food-data-collection-in-household-consumption-and-expenditure-surveys-guidelines-for-low-and-middle-income-countries
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Recommendations – at home consumption
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But what is 
the use value?

• Country dialogue

Number of reported transactions declines over diary period, 
and over the 12 months of the survey
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But what is 
the use value?

• Country dialogue

• Technical assistance

Lao PDR switched from 30- to 14-day diary, while assessing the 
comparability of their poverty estimates
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But what is 
the use value?

• Country dialogue

• Technical assistance

• Capacity development

• Country level

• Regional

• Global

• Reference document for 
other initiatives

• Harmonized analysis 
(poverty, food security)
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What next?

• Capacity, capacity, capacity…

• Methodological research gaps remain
• FAFH

• Individual level

• Integration with other data sources has opportunities, but not easy

• Importance of commitment of UN-CEAG to push the agenda
• Partnership is key

• Consensus goes a long way
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