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Part II

General provisions

Article 4 - General Obligations

Each Contracting Party shall ensure the conformity of its laws, regulations and procedures with 
its obligations as provided in this Treaty.

Article 5 - Conservation, Exploration, Collection, Characterization, 
Evaluation and Documentation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture

5.1 Each Contracting Party shall, subject to national legislation, and in cooperation with other 
Contracting Parties where appropriate, promote an integrated approach to the exploration, 
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and 
shall in particular, as appropriate:

a) Survey and inventory plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, taking into account 
the status and degree of variation in existing populations, including those that are of 
potential use and, as feasible, assess any threats to them;

b) Promote the collection of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and relevant 
associated information on those plant genetic resources that are under threat or are of 
potential use; 

c) Promote or support, as appropriate, farmers and local communities’ efforts to manage 
and conserve on-farm their plant genetic resources for food and agriculture;

d) Promote in situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants for food production, 
including in protected areas, by supporting, inter alia, the efforts of indigenous and local 
communities;

e) Cooperate to promote the development of an efficient and sustainable system of 
ex situ conservation, giving due attention to the need for adequate documentation, 
characterization, regeneration and evaluation, and promote the development and transfer 
of appropriate technologies for this purpose with a view to improving the sustainable use 
of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture;

f) Monitor the maintenance of the viability, degree of variation, and the genetic integrity of 
collections of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

5.2 The Contracting Parties shall, as appropriate, take steps to minimize or, if possible, eliminate 
threats to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.
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Article 6 - Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources

6.1 The Contracting Parties shall develop and maintain appropriate policy and legal measures 
that promote the sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

6.2 The sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture may include such 
measures as:

a) pursuing fair agricultural policies that promote, as appropriate, the development and 
maintenance of diverse farming systems that enhance the sustainable use of agricultural 
biological diversity and other natural resources;

b) strengthening research which enhances and conserves biological diversity by maximizing 
intra- and inter-specific variation for the benefit of farmers, especially those who generate 
and use their own varieties and apply ecological principles in maintaining soil fertility 
and in combating diseases, weeds and pests;

c) promoting, as appropriate, plant breeding efforts which, with the participation of 
farmers, particularly in developing countries, strengthen the capacity to develop 
varieties particularly adapted to social, economic and ecological conditions, including 
in marginal areas;
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d) broadening the genetic base of crops and increasing the range of genetic diversity 
available to farmers;

e) promoting, as appropriate, the expanded use of local and locally adapted crops, varieties 
and underutilized species; 

f) supporting, as appropriate, the wider use of diversity of varieties and species in on-
farm management, conservation and sustainable use of crops and creating strong links 
to plant breeding and agricultural development in order to reduce crop vulnerability 
and genetic erosion, and promote increased world food production compatible with 
sustainable development; and

g) reviewing, and, as appropriate, adjusting breeding strategies and regulations concerning 
variety release and seed distribution.

Article 7 - National Commitments and International Cooperation

7.1 Each Contracting Party shall, as appropriate, integrate into its agriculture and rural 
development policies and programmes, activities referred to in Articles 5 and 6, and 
cooperate with other Contracting Parties, directly or through FAO and other relevant 
international organizations, in the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture.

7.2 International cooperation shall, in particular, be directed to:
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a) establishing or strengthening the capabilities of developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition with respect to conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture;

b) enhancing international activities to promote conservation, evaluation, documentation, 
genetic enhancement, plant breeding, seed multiplication; and sharing, providing 
access to, and exchanging, in conformity with Part IV, plant genetic resources for food 
and agriculture and appropriate information and technology;

c) maintaining and strengthening the institutional arrangements provided for in Part V; 
and 

d) implement the funding strategy of Article 18.

Article 8 - Technical Assistance

The Contracting Parties agree to promote the provision of technical assistance to Contracting 
Parties, especially those that are developing countries or countries with economies in transition, 
either bilaterally or through the appropriate international organizations, with the objective of 
facilitating the implementation of this Treaty. 
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