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PREFACE

pollinators are an innocent casualty of the war on insects. noted 50 years ago by rachael 

Carson1 in her book Silent Spring, and continuing to arouse great concern in natural science 

and agriculture, the unintended biocide poisoning of wildlife persists. the insects, many of 

them bees, sustain agriculture and wildlands by collectively allowing crops and wild plants 

to reproduce. no pollinators would mean no seeds or fruit, and therefore the collapse of 

agriculture – and no plant reproduction in the wild means that many plants become locally 

extinct. the chemicals and pesticides used for seeds, plants, livestock and even pets find their 

way to non-target animals through the rain, air and the soil. We are at a crossroads at this 

moment, with new data now rapidly coming in. the well-known honey bees and bumble bees 

are failing to adjust to pesticides in the temperate zone. yet we know nothing of most other 

pollinator groups, and terribly little about the tropical part of the world. in biologically rich 

and productive regions, the “free” pollinators are taken for granted, because until now, they 

have lived alongside the human communities that rely upon them. is it too late to change 

course? What can be done about the way agricultural biocides are tested or applied? here 

we examine, in detail, how pesticides and bees are intertwined, and how our knowledge can 

be applied toward avoiding ecological disasters that are certainly threatening to take place.

thematic studies of stresses that affect living things compel us to wonder which stresses 

are normal, and which are not. the global warming driven by greenhouse gasses, the resultant 

melting of glaciers, lowered flow of rivers fed by melting ice in the high mountains, and a 

resultant rise in sea level are major concerns that affect almost all of life. such changes are 

accelerating to the extent that previous shocks and struggles for the earth’s biota are small 

by comparison. rainfall is intensifying where rains are normally abundant, yet droughts are 

1 Carson, r. 1962. Silent Spring. houghton Mifflin, new york.
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more frequent and more severe, both in the temperate zone and in the tropics. forests and 

wildlands are being removed at an increasing rate, agriculture is intensified and its territory 

expanded, while the cities are growing. At the same time, many small-scale croplands and 

village domains are shrinking, leaving less of the mosaic environment in which humans and a 

rich biota may coexist. in the meantime, humans in all agricultural and urban areas are urged to 

use biocides, sometimes without sufficient protection to themselves. it may not be far-fetched 

to someday find much evidence of a sad truth, foreseen in Carson’s Silent Spring, in the chapter 

”A fable for tomorrow”: “no witchcraft, no enemy action had silenced the rebirth of new life in 

this stricken world. the people had done it themselves.”

A careful look at pollinators can help us understand how they may live and carry out their vital 

function in our world, and how we can manage not to destroy or poison much of it ourselves. bees 

and other pollinators are not a feeble or helpless group. on the contrary, they have extraordinary 

capacities of flight, homebuilding, and food seeking, as well as many defenses from natural 

enemies, both small and large. in the brain of a bee there is a map of the environment, and a 

sharp memory of where food and stress sources exist. the complex dynamics of many things are 

learned by bees. they make a living by making the right choices, permitted by gathering the 

correct information. our struggle to understand and maintain our own environment in a healthy 

state closely matches the bee’s instinctive pursuit. 

the greening of pollination is our goal. that is, native or wild pollinators can be sustained, 

while those sought and utilized in agriculture can benefit from the same practices and insights. 

our human environment will also become safer, as our crops receive the benefits that only the 

pollinating animals can bring them. this book, keyed to practitioners in the tropical world, 

testifies that we can positively alter the way food is produced by managing agriculture to avoid 

known exposure risks of pollinators to pesticides. because environmental quality issues are 

pressing concerns for all, maintaining and protecting pollinators is, in the final analysis, the 

same pursuit as the conservation and green management of farming, forestry and wildlands, and 

of maintaining our ever-expanding garden. 

in its role as coordinator and facilitator of the international pollinators initiative (ipi) 

of the united nations Convention on biological diversity, fAo established a global Action on 

pollination services for sustainable Agriculture. Within the global Action, and through the 

implementation of a gef/unep-supported project on the “Conservation and Management of 

pollinators for sustainable Agriculture, through an ecosystem Approach”, fAo and its partners in 

seven countries — including brazil and Kenya — have been developing tools and guidance for 

conserving and managing pollination services to agriculture. 
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A complementary initiative on ”Knowledge management of pesticide risks to wild pollinators 

for sustainable food production of high-value crops” has been undertaken with participation of 

national partners in brazil, Kenya and the netherlands. that work has included the development 

of profiles for pesticide risk to wild bees in focal crops. A key element of any organism’s pesticide 

risk is its natural history, and the routes by which it may be exposed to pesticides in its foraging 

and nesting activities. in this respect, a series of presentations on the natural history of wild 

bee groups and pesticide exposure were solicited for a session on “exploring pesticide effects on 

non-Apis bees” at the X international symposium on pollination, convened by the international 

Commission on plant-bee relations, in Mexico, 27-30 June, 2011. the presentations have been 

more fully developed for the present publication, as a contribution to knowledge management of 

pollination services in sustainable agriculture.

david ward roubik
smithsonian tropical research institute

balboa, Ancon, republic of panama



Two worker Morrison’s bumble bees (bombus morrisoni) sonicate the pollen from pored-
anthers of a garden tomato. 

© illustrations by steve buchanan, reproduced with  
permission from Moisset and buchmann 2012
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ChApter 1
an aGroecosystem 
APPROACh TO PROTECTING 
pollinators From 
pesticides
barbara gemmill-herren
Manuela Allara
irene Koomen
harold van der valk
david Ward roubik

introdUction
food security is supported by pollinators, which make a contribution estimated at us$ 220 

billion each year (gallai et al. 2009), representing 9.5 percent of the world’s agricultural food 

production. in particular, many fruits, vegetables, oil crops, stimulant crops (coffee, tea and 

other beverages), along with nuts and seeds depend on animal pollination. honey bees and 

bumble bees are the best known pollinators, but the wild bees – a much larger group – are 

essential for the pollination of many crops.

the dependence on managed pollination services for agricultural production is increasing, 

as agriculture intensifies. At the same time, worldwide there is evidence that insect 

pollinators are in decline. that decline is tentative, considering the lack of comprehensive 

data (lebuhn et al. 2012), but it is still a pressing concern. various causes for decline have 

been identified. losses in diversity and abundance are particularly strong under intensive 

agricultural management (biesmeijer et al. 2006; Klein et al. 2007; le féon et al. 2010). 

Also associated with agricultural intensification are habitat loss and pesticide application, 

both of which contribute to the loss of insects, including pollinators (brittain et al. 2010; 

tasei 2002; tuell and isaacs 2010). 
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to address the issue of pollinator decline, in 2000, the fifth Conference of the parties of 

the Convention on biological diversity (Cbd) established (Cop decision v/5), the international 

initiative for the Conservation and sustainable use of pollinators (also known as the international 

pollinator initiative – ipi). priority actions of this initiative, outlined in the ipi plan of Action1, 

are the monitoring and assessment of actual and potential impact from agricultural technologies, 

including pesticides, on pollinator diversity and abundance (Cbd 2002).

historically, pesticide risk assessment for pollinators has been based on information related 

to only one species, the Western honey bee (Apis mellifera). however, there are more than 20,000 

species of wild bees, and for many plants, those bees are more important pollinators than honey 

bees. nonetheless, wild bees are often low in numbers - particularly under intensive agriculture, 

thus managed colonies of honey bees and bumble bees are used to provide pollination services, 

which would otherwise be lacking. the assessment of pesticide risk to pollinators other than 

the Western honey bee has remained in its infancy (fischer and Moriarty 2011). the information 

brought together in this publication is intended to help organize and apply existing knowledge 

on pesticide risk to the many and diverse non-Apis bees, while the gaps in knowledge are further 

reduced.

the JUdicioUs Use oF pesticides
in most instances the first step, when faced with insect pests that might seem to require control 

by pesticides, is to take a wider view of the problem. if pesticide exposure affects pollinators, it 

is critically important to assess agroecosystem management practices.

A wide range of ecosystem functions are governed by predators, parasites and pollinators, 

their competitors, and even by pests of agricultural and silvicultural crops (fAo 2011). Although 

plant pests are often thought of as destructive, they occur naturally and only rise to outbreak 

levels when their control by predators or parasites is reduced. 

integrated pest Management (ipM) begins with an assessment of the local agroecosystem, 

to understand possible causes for disruption of natural balances between insect pests and their 

mortality factors. for example, farmer field schools (ffs) have been successful in Asia and Africa, 

to help farmers address crop production issues. farmers undertake an “agroecosystem analysis” as 

a core exercise. that exercise encourages individuals to evaluate field conditions and crop growing 

needs, and to understand the population dynamics of pests and their natural enemies. in such an 

approach, pesticides are to be used only as a last resort. however, the monitoring of pests or their 

1  http://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=7179
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natural enemies —to establish whether there is actual need for pesticides— depends on detailed 

knowledge and correct field identification of insect species. therefore, while following a plan of 

minimising pesticide costs with such applied knowledge is ideal, it is often beyond the means of 

the individual practitioner. in addition, even though specialized equipment, such as a hooded 

pesticide sprayer, is available to greatly reduce drift and exposure in pesticide application, such 

machinery is costly. the individual grower or farm manager often faces such technical problems, for 

which the solutions depend both on innovation to achieve desired economic goals, and avoiding 

destructive practices considering pollinators. there are several means to potentially consistently 

serve both goals, and to maintain necessary safety standards.

A cautionary tale with respect to pollinators and pesticides is presented in Chapter 2. While 

not a story about wild bees, it describes how even beneficial insects can be mistaken for pests. 

the example underscores the importance of carefully evaluating the roles of particular organisms 

in agroecosystems. in many instances, pest outbreaks may be caused by the misuse of pesticides, 

which kill natural enemies and thus allow a pest outbreak. similarly, pesticide misuse may kill 

pollinators. the results are not immediately obvious and may only be perceived later, indirectly, 

through reduced crop yields.

in recent years the attempt to optimize pesticide application in crops has shifted towards use 

of pesticide-coated seed. there are flaws in the application methods that have released pesticide 

from the seeding machine at the time of planting, contributing to bee mortality or affecting bee 

behavior. in europe, evidence of bee deaths or affected behaviour, possibly from such practices, 

has led to temporary suspension in the use of some chemical pesticide products for maize. this 

was deemed necessary to allow time to assess the impact on honey bee health. 

A typical problem of agricultural intensification is illustrated by the aforementioned pesticide-

coated seed case, which relates to decision-making and pesticide use. pesticides applied with 

seed treatments are frequently used in mono-cropping, with the aim of controlling insect 

populations that proliferate to pest status when the same crop is produced for several years. 

from an ecosystem perspective, to achieve sustainability the appropriate management response 

should draw on integrated approaches including practices such as crop rotation, and not solely 

the use of pesticides. the practices that enhance sustainable crop production and pollinator 

abundance may not be limited to reducing pesticide exposure. they may be seen as larger issues 

of appropriate decision-making in cropping system management. 

When it is recognized that insect populations, including pests, are naturally present in 

agricultural fields, a few regular preventive practices —such as crop monitoring, rotation and 

spot control measures— will usually keep pests at low levels. the eradication of an insect pest is 
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rarely feasible, or desirable. pest eradication would eliminate the food supply of the pest’s natural 

enemies, removing a key element in system regulation. the objective of sound pest control is 

to manage insect pest populations to the point where natural predation operates effectively 

and crop losses to pests are kept at an acceptable minimum. Where pesticide applications are 

considered necessary, however, an assessment of their possible impacts on all beneficial insects, 

including pollinators, is required. 

a proposed strUctUre For risK assessment on non-ApiS bEES
to carry out an appropriate risk assessment of pesticides to wild bees, or to non-Apis managed 

bees, information is needed on: (1) pesticide toxicity; (2) the probability of exposure to the 

pesticide; and (3) the impact of natural history and population dynamics on bee abundance or 

behavior in response to stress. such risk factors can sometimes be ranked, or a single factor 

recognized as of primary importance. in some cases, a clear causal relationship can be assumed 

between the factor and an increase or a reduction of risk; in other cases this relationship is 

less clear and requires more detailed study. Annex 1 provides a list of factors that potentially 

influence the risk of pesticides to bees, classified according to the three categories listed above.

(1) pesticide toxicity: the relative toxicity of different pesticides to pollinators is of 

fundamental importance in risk assessment. Although most studies on pesticide toxicity have 

focused on honey bees, recent years have witnessed increasing efforts to carry out similar or 

comparative studies with non-Apis pollinators. previous research has indicated that toxicity 

may vary across different bee groups. for example, torchio (1973) studied the comparative 

susceptibility of the honey bee, an halictid bee and a megachilid bee in the united states; 

scott-dupree et al. (2009) compared bumble bees and two species of megachilid bees visiting 

canola in Canada, and valdovinos-núñez et al. (2009) assessed pesticide toxicity for different 

species of stingless bees in Mexico. these and the majority of comparative studies focus on 

pollinators of a crop in one agroecosystem or geographic location. An initiative supported by the 

netherlands permitted a comparative study of wild bee susceptibility to pesticides within a wider 

range. it includes native bees from europe, brazil and Kenya (roessink et al. 2011). identical 

tests were set up with Bombus terrestris, Apis mellifera mellifera, A. m. scutellata (Africanized), 

A. m. scutellata (native African), and two stingless bees, Scaptotrigona postica and Meliponula 

ferruginea. preliminary results using two insecticides (deltamethrin and dimethoate) show that 

the european honey bee was not the most sensitive species tested. sensitivity of A. m. mellifera 

was less by factors of 15 and 2.5 for deltamethrin and dimethoate, respectively.the basic toxicity 

trials for honey bees are obtained from oral (feeding) and contact laboratory studies. bee brood 
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toxicity tests and studies with pesticide residues may also be conducted if the mode of action of 

the pesticide, or route of exposure to the bee, warrant such an approach. furthermore, semi-field 

and field trials are attempted if the laboratory data are equivocal (eppo 2010a). the laboratory 

studies, in particular, tend to focus on mortality and do not assess sub-lethal effects such as 

behavioural impairment or abnormal development. Whether or not to incorporate such sublethal 

effects in honey bee toxicity testing has been recently considered (thompson and Maus 2007). 

however, because even the lethal dose trials are largely absent for wild bees (with exceptions 

among bumble bees), adequate information on sublethal effects of pesticides is still unavailable.

(2) probability of exposure: the probability and degree of exposure to pesticides depends on 

many factors that can be categorized according to cropping factors, pesticide application and 

chemical properties, and also varying with bee biology.

Cropping factors that may influence bee exposure include timing of sowing or planting (and 

subsequent flowering), bee attraction to the crop (and to other flowering plants in the crop 

area) and the suitability of cropping environs, like field margins or neighbouring wildlands, for 

bee nesting.

the pesticide application method, including its rate, timing, and frequency, as well as pesticide 

properties such as the type of chemical formulation, the degradation half-life and possibility of 

translocation in the plant, also influence exposure.

risk is determined by when and where bees forage, live and reproduce. bee phenology (their 

seasonal development, adult emergence and activity patterns) and also their behavior will 

determine exposure to pesticides when they are flying and visiting flowers, or nesting in a wide 

variety of localities. With respect to space, for example, the exposure of bees that nest in the 

fields where pesticides are being applied is likely to be much higher than those nesting farther 

away. bees that have large foraging ranges are likely to diminish their exposure by visiting a 

larger diversity of crops and flowers, some differing in pesticide load. With respect to active 

periods and tempo, some bees may emerge and complete their life cycle almost entirely within 

the blooming period of a crop, making them completely exposed to all pesticide applications. 

other bees may have more prolonged life cycles with reproduction taking place before crop 

bloom. such bees may experience less risk of pesticide exposure. 

A comparison of honey bees to most wild bees illustrates how feeding behaviour may 

cumulatively impact exposure. All bees, particularly adults, consume nectar as their source 

of carbohydrates, and all (except for four Trigona in the neotropics) developing bees - the 

larvae - consume pollen as a protein source. An adult bee consumes relatively little pollen 

during its life. honey bees collect pollen and nectar from a wide range of plants, whereas 
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some wild bee species forage over much smaller areas, may nest in or close to fields, and some 

individuals may gather resources largely from a single crop, making them more vulnerable to 

a pesticide treatment on that crop. Many bees collect other material, including soil, wood, 

mud, resin, leaves or leaf hairs used to build nests, and they may also collect water, sap from 

wounded plants or sap-feeding insects, or floral oils, used to feed larvae. When any such 

materials are contaminated with pesticide there is an additional risk factor.

bee exposure to pesticides is not, however, limited solely to the field where those products may be 

applied. bees have a multi-stage life cycle (figure 1.1). for most bees (those not parasitic on other 

bee species) the female provides food to the immature brood in a nest, with a mixture of nectar, 

pollen and sometimes oil. honey bees ‘process’ their pollen and nectar, and the youngest larvae are 

figure 1.1 

liFe cycle oF a Female carpenter Bee 

Bees have a multi-stage life cycle, from egg, to larva, to pupa, and finally the adult bee. For simplicity, 
the mating behavior needed in any bee life cycle is omitted here, although it should be noted that nesting 
does not take place before mating. male bees, furthermore, are usually not living in a bee nest, but in the 
wild, frequently exposed to any risk factor throughout their lives.
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Female bee visits 
a flower for nectar 
and pollen.

the larva becomes a 
pupa, and emerges 
from the nest as an 
adult bee.

the egg hatches into a 
larva, that eats the pollen 
loaf and grows larger.

the female bee makes a 
“pollen loaf” of pollen 
and nectar, and lays an 
egg on top.

the flower is 
pollinated by the 
bee, and produces 
seeds, such as 
within these 
coffee berries.

LIFE CYCLE OF A bEE
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largely fed royal jelly, produced in the glands of worker bees. the glandular processing may degrade 

toxins, whereas most wild bee larvae are fed comparatively ‘unprocessed’ nectar and pollen. 

bee exposure to pesticides can be avoided if sprays are timed for periods when bees are not 

active, such as at night. however, the timing of bee activity is actually quite diverse, both over 

a year and during a day. While the colonies of social bees such as honey bees and stingless bees 

may exist for many years, most other bees live for only one season. this may be a single season 

in the temperate zone, or multiple cycles in the tropics. Wild bees also often forage earlier or 

later in the day than honey bees, or when temperatures are lower.

bee behavior and natural history are certainly key factors in risk assessment and risk mitigation 

for wild bees. even in cases where it is possible to predict relative toxicity (on the basis that larger 

bees may be less susceptible – although this is not consistently true) the behavior of different 

wild bee species in the field differs considerably from honey bees. the mitigation measures that 

protect honey bees may therefore not be as effective in protecting other bees. this was shown in 

bumble bees by thompson (2001). recent research and pollinator conservation programs aimed 

solely at reducing insecticide use have had varying success, related to the biology of the target 

bee species (tuell and isaacs 2010). by modifying practices according to what is known of the 

natural history of key pollinators, it may be possible to diminish their exposure. 

(3) impact of natural history and population dynamics on bee abundance or behavior in 

response to stress: these species-specific characteristics may determine the cumulative lethal or 

sublethal pesticide effects on long-term survival of the population.

 honey bees and other highly social bees have colonies with thousands of individuals, whereas 

the large majority of wild bees are solitary; the female bee mates, provisions nests, forages for 

resources and lays eggs. A solitary female bee, succumbing to pesticide exposure, will not be 

able to produce further offspring, whereas a bee colony is capable of continuing to produce more 

bees, despite the loss of individual workers, or even the queen.

fecundity of wild bees is far more limited than that of honey bees. the queen of a honey bee 

that has mated with 10-30 males has a lifetime supply of sperm to fertilize eggs during her life 

of at least a year. the queen of a stingless bee, however, mates with a single male. the range 

for less social or solitary bees may be seen, for example, among the small colonies or groups of 

African carpenter bees (Xylocopa spp.) which only produce 1 to 5 offspring per generation, and 

european mason bees (Osmia rufa) that produce up to 20 offspring. this contrasts with up to 

several tens of thousands of offspring per queen for Apis mellifera. fewer offspring mean that 

after bee mortality caused by pesticide, recovery will be slower. 
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cUrrent state oF KnowledGe and needs on 
pesticide risKs to wild pollinators
regulatory procedures for pollinator risk assessment have hitherto focused entirely on Western 

honey bees, in europe (eppo 2010b), the usA (epA 2011) and Australia (ephC 2009). in 

most cases the methods cannot easily be adapted to wild bees. Why? because wild bees are 

a far more diverse group than we are often led to believe. Most pollinating bees are solitary 

and seasonal, not social and perennial. Moreover, they are not directly bred or looked after 

by humans (although the agricultural and other practices imposed on the environment, by 

humans, strongly influence their success or failure as components in a major ecological event 

—pollination— which produces our food). that interaction can sustain human food ecology, 

or it can fail to provide adequate pollination services. the latter may lead to the collapse of 

cultivation of pollinator-dependent crops in today’s agricultural systems. recent studies have 

made some impressive conclusions on the risks to pollinators of certain classes of pesticides, 

developed to eliminate direct risk to humans (bommarco et al. 2012; Whitehorn et al. 2012). it 

is now appreciated that while chemical research and development have been beneficial in the 

short term, the impact of these chemicals, such as the neonicotinoids, has yet to be screened 

in a way that shows they are not a threat to pollinators. there is no reason to suspect that 

such discoveries are unique, or restricted to the honey bees or bumble bees, which have been 

studied in some detail.

in response to growing international concern over a decline in diverse bee species, initiatives 

are underway to refine and elaborate pesticide risk assessment practices, and to include wild 

bees. the organisation for economic Co-operation and development (oeCd) carried out a survey 

of “pollinator testing, research, Mitigation and information Management” in 2009. its objective 

was to gather information related to pollinator decline, with a specific focus on possible 

relationships with pesticides. the survey, with responses from 17 oeCd member countries, 

indicated much concern about bee and other pollinator declines. it also revealed commitment 

on the part of almost half the countries to expand toxicity tests and make the risk assessment 

for pollinators more effective (oeCd 2010).

in January of 2011, the society of environmental toxicology and Chemistry (setAC) held a 

workshop to explore the state of science concerning pesticide risk assessment for pollinators 

(fischer and Moriarty 2011). one of the workshop goals was to explore the applicability of 

testing protocols used for Apis to measure effects of pesticides and pesticide risk on native 

(non-Apis) bee species. the workshop report noted that the biology and ecology of non-Apis 

bees differs from honey bees in a number of aspects that may be important in risk assessment 
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for pesticides. While the workshop proposes pesticide risk assessment schemes also for wild bees, 

these have yet to take into account the specific toxicity, exposure and population dynamics 

factors mentioned above.

it is apparent that breakthroughs in pesticide and risk assessment for honey bees are on the 

right track (e.g. gill et al. 2012; Mao et al. 2013). the european food safety Authority (efsA) 

is currently in the process of developing guidance on the risk assessment of plant protection 

products on bees (Apis mellifera, Bombus spp. and solitary bees). the draft risk assessment 

guidelines should explicitly take into account non-Apis bee species (efsA, unpublished).

recent work under the european union (eu) AlArM project has also contributed to comparative 

risk assessment for wild bees (barmaz et al. 2010), but needs further development aimed at 

regulatory decision making. A recent study of factors that may determine the risk of pesticides to 

wild bees, on three continents, has shown that large data gaps still exist on biology, life-history 

and population dynamics of bees among various pollinated crops (van der valk et al. 2013). this 

greatly complicates proper risk assessment, i.e. making reliable inferences about the magnitude 

and duration of adverse pesticide effects on wild bees. As an alternative, the authors of the 

study propose qualitative ”risk profiles”, to indicate the likelihood of pesticide impact on bees 

and pollinators in general in specific cropping systems (Annex 2). the data collected through 

such risk-profiling should increase the knowledge of pesticide risks under varied circumstances, 

and ultimately contribute to the development of more specific risk assessment procedures. 

CONCLUSIONS
While the information in this publication is insufficient to instruct practitioners on pest control 

using the highest possible personal and environmental safety standards, while minimizing their 

cost, the readers’ attention is called to some of the most promising ways available to accomplish 

these goals. one of them is using biological control, including parasites, predators and pathogens 

such as bacteria, which are not harmful to humans or non-target wildlife. similarly, the placement 

of ”capture and kill” and ”bait traps”, using either chemical pheromone mimics or other means 

of removing insects from a crop area, are cost-effective and increasingly available for a specific 

insect. in contrast, the conventional application of agricultural chemicals may expose people and 

the environment to toxic substances. thus, in many cases, it becomes a “win-win” solution to 

pursue alternative pest control strategies, with benefits for human and pollinator health as well 

as for minimizing costs of inputs. When the fundamental conclusion made from the evaluation 

procedures detailed in Annexes 1 and 2 makes it clear that pollinators will be adversely affected, 

it is strongly suggested that other control methods are employed.
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risk assessment approaches and procedures to address non-Apis bees are still in their infancy, 

and the life histories of honey bees and bumble bees do not adequately encompass other bee 

species. because pesticide risk assessment should be relatively simple and practical to gain wide 

application, consideration of different bee life histories that influence pesticide exposure is of 

fundamental importance. 

pesticide exposure routes vary, according to the biology of bees that pollinate different 

crops. together with specialists, information was assembled, in as much quantitative detail as 

possible, on the aspects of wild bee biology relevant to pesticide exposure risk. in the rest of 

this publication there are chapters on: pesticide exposure among wild bees in brazil (including 

highly social stingless bees (the Meliponini, Chapter 3); the natural history and pesticide 

exposure for primitively social bumble bees (Bombus, Chapter 4); the solitary leafcutter and 

mason bees (Megachilidae, Chapter 5); small solitary and social bees (halictidae, Chapter 6); and 

two large bees (Xylocopa and Amegilla, Chapter 7). specific recommendations for incorporating 

their natural history into risk assessments are given. this information also applies to pesticide 

risk assessment for pollinators other than bees. We hope that it may guide both risk managers 

and pesticide users.
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Top: apple blossoms in Kullu Valley, Himachal Pradesh; below: Eastern honey bee (Apis cerana) on apple blossoms.
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ChApter 2
wild pollinators and 
pesticides on apples in 
himachal pradesh, india: 
CoMMunity leArning  
And innovAtion
Jitendar Kumar gupta

introdUction
himachal pradesh is known as the “Apple state” of india. More than 90,000 hectares of land 

are committed to apples (Malus domestica borkh.), which bring in an annual contribution to 

the state economy that is estimated at us $1.7 billion. Most of this income ($1.5 billion) is 

related to revenues during the six-month growing season. thousands of people, not only in 

himachal pradesh but also in delhi (host to Asia’s largest fruit market), benefit directly or 

indirectly from the state’s apple growing industry.

perception oF wild pollinators 
in the early 1990s, the appearance of a “yellow fly” during the apple blooming months of 

March to April caused considerable alarm among apple growers. the “yellow fly”, as they 

referred to it, had been observed on apple blooms in large numbers. some apple orchardists 

began using insecticide to control the fly while others thought to enquire, from scientists, as 

to which insecticide should be applied.

Apiculture scientists were already working with apple farmers, advocating the use of honey 

bee colonies to increase apple productivity. this involved setting up demonstration trials on 

farms, which farmers had not been actively managing. the event of the yellow fly was to prove 

a critical opportunity allowing farmers to see for themselves the role of pollination in their 

apple orchards. 
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upon receiving reports of the infestation, the head of the department of entomology and 

Apiculture of the y.s. parmar university of horticulture and forestry (nauni, solan, himachal 

pradesh) appointed a team of three scientists: one from the biological control section, another 

from toxicology and dr gupta [the author of this chapter], representing the apiculture section. 

FindinGs
the team went out on field missions to three apple growing areas covering three different 

districts: Kotgarh in shimla district, Churag in Mandi district and Kullu in Kullu district. in each 

of these areas, farmers met with the scientific team, describing the infestation of the yellow fly 

as that of a pest. 

the scientific team was able to identify this insect as in fact a syrphid fly, Episyrphus, whose 

population was unusually high during that year. they explained to the apple farmers that this 

fly is actually a very useful pollinator, which varies in its abundance from year to year. the 

adult flies eat pollen and, in so doing, transfer pollen between flowers, thus bringing about 

pollination. As such, large population years are a bonus, and not a threat, to apple production. 

As it is, during the apple bloom period early in the year, weather conditions are unstable. 

When low temperature conditions occur, honey bees may not visit apple trees in bloom, but 

these flies remain in abundance at such times. 

other benefits of Episyrphus and other syrphid flies are in their aphid-eating larvae, which 

may be important to control aphids on fruit trees (sharma 2001). the adults may also pollinate 

other crops, such as cauliflower for seed production (Kapatia 1987). Apple orchardists were 

advised not to spray insecticide on a blooming apple crop as a measure against yellow fly. 

figure 2.1a 

epiSyrphuS on apple Blossom

figure 2.1b

a pinned specimen
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learninG and innovation
some growers heeded the scientific team’s advice while others remained doubtful and applied 

insecticide to kill syrphid flies. the result was that those who did not apply insecticide had good 

harvests and those who applied insecticide on the blooming crop had poor crop yields. the latter 

was the result of both lower honey bee numbers, due to pesticide application, and cold weather 

conditions in which honey bees were not as effective in pollination. on the other hand, for those 

who had favourable results, the syrphid flies worked under even adverse weather conditions, and 

their large population compensated to some extent for the pollination otherwise performed by bees. 

these comparative results went a long way in convincing farmers that the fly is a useful pollinator. 

however, the department of entomology and Apiculture still receives complaints and requests 

for advice on controlling syrphid flies. With this in mind, it was decided to organize a trainers’ 

workshop held in April 20111, and handouts were printed with photographs of pollinators, 

including syrphid flies. 

1 the workshop was part of a unep/gef/fAo project, “Conservation and Management of pollinators for sustainable Agriculture, 
through an ecosystem Approach” with the g.b. plant institute of himalayan environment and development as the project national 
executing agency in india.

figure 2.2a and b

a traininG participant presents orchard desiGn For improved pollination By syrphid Flies
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one workshop participant, Mr vijay singh, convinced of the value of syrphid flies as alternate 

pollinators of apples, studied the advice given on placement of ‘polliniser’ trees (those that 

provide pollen for outcrossing pollination) in an orchard, and came up with his own design. 

since syrphid flies do not fly long distances, he developed a design that minimizes the space 

between polliniser branches and production trees. 

during interactive sessions with farmers and trainers, it came out that some orchardists 

were resorting to spraying methyl parathion on apple blooms. this spraying is carried out not 

to control any pest, but rather from a mistaken notion that the pesticide application generates 

heat, which provides warmth to the bloom during adverse weather conditions and helps in 

pollination. Although the trainers sought to correct this idea, and explained there is no scientific 

basis for this view, many still insisted. the trainers therefore encouraged the farmers to test 

methyl parathion on some trees, while leaving a control in the same orchard and observing 

for themselves the difference, if any. on the basis of this on-farm experiment, farmers were 

persuaded that, in fact, treatment with methyl parathion is not effective in any way for improving 

pollination and yield.

CONCLUSIONS
in principle, farmers in himachal pradesh have learned not to apply insecticides on apples at 

the time of bloom. however, questions continue about wild pollinators and the appropriate use 

of pesticides, with respect to pollination. the positive value of farmer training, dialogue and 

on-farm experiments on these issues remains very clear.
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Inside of a nest, within a wooden hive, of the stingless bee Meliponula ferruginea in Kakamega forest, Kenya, and detail (below), 
each showing complex nest structure. 
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ChApter 3
pesticide exposUre roUtes 
For Brazilian wild Bees
roberta C. f. nocelli
priscila Cintra-socolowski 
thaisa C. roat
rafael A. C. ferreira
Andrigo M. pereira
stephan M. Carvalho
osmar Malaspina

introdUction
in the diverse ecosystems of the neotropics, the number of bee species is estimated at 3 000, 

including both social and solitary bees (silveira et al. 2002a). in brazil alone, there are at least 

1 678 bee species (Moure et al. 2008). According to Michener (2007), these are distributed 

among five families of the superfamily Apoidea as follows: Andrenidae (82), Apidae (913), 

Colletidae (104), halictidae (251) and Megachilidae (328). brazil is an example of how far 

research has come in part of the neotropics, and how much further it needs to advance. 

naturalists and taxonomists like Cockerell, ducke and friese, at the beginning of the 

20th century, carried out early studies on brazilian bees. from a hundred years of extensive bee-

related scientific research in brazil there are bee species lists, information on bee abundance, 

and details on seasonal and daily activities (pinheiro-Machado et al. 2002). An extensive 

catalogue of neotropical bees (Moure, urban and Melo 2008) and a world list of genera and 

species are available through the websites of discover life (www.discoverlife.org). however, 

according to freitas et al. (2009), there is still limited understanding on the diversity, 

taxonomy, distribution and dynamics of bees in tropical America. the lack of a standardized 

methodology, the lack of synthetic studies that summarize research, and inadequate facilities 

for correct identification of bees are cited as reasons for which the apifauna in brazil could 

be better studied (silveira et al. 2002b).
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in the neotropics, there are many threats to native bees, which are mostly related to human 

activities that result in habitat alteration, as well as honey hunting, invasive species (many 

plants and even some bees) and intensive use of pesticides (freitas et al. 2009). in tropical 

environments, most colonial or eusocial bees forage for resources throughout the day (from 

around 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.), with peak pollen collection in the morning and peak nectar collection 

later in the day (roubik 1989). the worker bees of such colonies may be at risk of pesticide 

exposure for a period of approximately 12 hours each day. due to the tropical climate of brazil, 

foraging occurs throughout the year, with a decrease in intensity in the subtropical states of the 

southeast and south between the months of April to september.

brazilian law requires that a certain portion of each property or settlement must retain an area 

for biodiversity conservation and the protection of nature. these small forest fragments within 

farms are called “reserva legal”. hives are often placed within these fragments (or bees may nest 

in the trees) putting them at the additional risk of exposure from the drift of the applied products 

such as biocides which may reach the forest and, consequently, the hives or nests. 

pollination initiatives like the international pollinators initiative (ipi) and the brazilian 

pollinators initiative are important instruments with which to involve government, general 

public and researchers in a coordinated effort to inform and contribute to reducing the threats 

to bees in latin America (freitas et al. 2009). in 2008, brazil became the world’s largest user of 

pesticides (insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, etc.) (Andef 2009), underlining the urgency of 

developing further research to study their effect on bees. by assessing both direct (survival and 

reproduction) and indirect (physiological, behavioral, morphological) ecotoxicological effects 

(e.g. lima et al. 2012), new public policies and rational management plans, with a goal of 

protecting pollinators from toxic chemicals, can be developed.

bEE NATURAL hISTORY IN RELATION TO FORAGING
the emergence and proliferation of bees occurred in close relation with the appearance of 

angiosperms. the relationship between floral visitors and angiosperms is based on an exchange 

of rewards, where pollen and nectar are the main resources offered by the flowers. pollen is the 

food essential in the life of bees as the source of protein for the larvae and young workers, while 

also providing lipids, vitamins and minerals (oliveira 2009) although it might be noted that even 

in this, there is considerable diversity; for example there are tropical Trigona that do not use 

pollen, the obligate necrophages (roubik 1989).

individual bees are exposed to pesticides primarily as they forage in the field collecting 

pollen and nectar. it is of course female bees that collect pollen, and this sex is also the one 
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that mixes water with soil or forages other material, in order to build the nest and form the 

brood cells in which the foraged pollen and nectar are placed. such foragers may be in contact 

with toxic substances at the time of application, or ingest contaminated nectar or pollen. Most 

cases of contamination in colonies, such as those formed by honey bees, stingless bees, some 

halictid bees and also bumble bees, occur when pesticides are applied to flowering crops and 

other fields within the agroecosystem (Warhurst and goebel 1995). Although male bees do not 

forage for pollen, and are not exposed to as many sources of contamination as females, they 

often do not live in a nest and are exposed at night or during inactive periods to any application 

of insecticide that arrives on foliage (roubik 1989, 2012).

to assess the amount of possible exposure during foraging, it is necessary to consider all the 

circumstances that affect foraging activity, including meteorological conditions, temperature, 

relative humidity, distance from the source of food and bee flight periodicity and timing. in 

order to understand the real consequences of pesticide exposure through larval feeding, it is 

important to learn more about the natural history and ecology of many different bees. from 

data obtained for bees in field conditions, it was noted that most flight activity occurs in the 

morning (table 3.1).

figure 3.1

stinGless Bee removinG pollen From a tUBUlar anther, Borneo
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table 3.1

pUBlished data on ForaGinG Behavior oF Brazilian wild Bees

TºC FOR 
bEGINNING 
OF FLIGhT 
ACTIvITY

optimal 
T°C FOR 
FLIGhT 

ACTIvITY

avG. 
RELATIvE 
hUmidity 

FOR FLIGhT 
ACTIvITY 

(%)

hOURS OF 
FLIGhT 

ACTIvITY
(averaGe)

distance 
(meters)

REFERENCE

apidae
Friesella 
schrottkyi

19.8 - - - - teixeira and Campos (2005)

Frieseomelitta 
varia

- 19.8 - 08:59-11:28 - teixeira and Campos (2005)

Melipona asilvai - 21-27.4 60.6-84.5 1-2 - souza et al. (2006)

Melipona 
bicolor bicolor

11 11-18 80-89 - - hilário et al. (2001)

Melipona crinita 22 24-26 - - - Cortopassilaurino (2004)
Melipona 
eburnea

- 24-26 - - - Cortopassilaurino (2004)

Melipona 
flavolineata

- 24-26 - - - Cortopassilaurino (2004)

Melipona 
fuliginosa

- 24-26 - - 2000 Wille (1983)

Melipona 
marginata 
marginata

14, 16-17 19-30 40-70 11-13 800 Kleinert-giovanni and 
imperatriz-fonseca (1986); 

Wille (1983)
Melipona 
marginata 
obscurior

17-18 21-28 40-20 11-13 - Kleinert-giovanni and 
imperatriz-fonseca (1986)

Melipona 
quadrifasciata 
quadrifasciata

13 14-16 80-90 8-9 2000 guibu et al. (1988); 
Kerr (1987)

Melipona 
rufiventris

16-24 - - 6 - fidalgo and Kleinert (2007)

Nannotrigona 
testaceicornis

- 18.3 - 08:49-09:39 600-900 teixeira and Campos 
(2005); van nieuwstadt and 

ruano (1996)
Paratrigona 
subnuda

- 24-25 40-60 - - Mouga (1984)

Plebeia 
droryana 

- 19.0 - 09:04-10:45 540 teixeira and Campos 
(2005); Kerr (1987)

Plebeia 
emerina

16-22 21-27 40-70 13-14:30 ±300 Kleinert-giovannini (1982)

Plebeia lucii 21.8 - - - - teixeira and Campos (2005)
Plebeia pugnax - 22-34 30-100 - ±300 hilário et al (2001)
Plebeia remota 16-18 22-29 60-84 11-15 ±300 imperatriz-fonseca et al. 

(1985)
Scaptotrigona 
xanthotricha

- 16.5 - 08:07-10:20 - teixeira and Campos (2005)

Schwarziana 
quadripuctata 
quadripuctata

14 21-26 60-99 8-13 - impertatriz-fonseca and 
darakjian (1994)

Tetragona 
clavipes

22-35 25-31 65 6:00-14:00 - rodrigues . (2007)

Tetragonisca 
angustula

17 18-23 - 8:00-9:00 600-900 iwama (1977); 
van nieuwstadt and ruano 

(1996)
Tetragonisca 
angustula 
angustula

17-24 20-30 30-70 11-13 - iwana (1977)

Trigona 
hyalinata

22 22-26 - 9-17 - iwana (1977)

follows on the next page >
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TºC FOR 
bEGINNING 
OF FLIGhT 
ACTIvITY

optimal 
T°C FOR 
FLIGhT 

ACTIvITY

avG. 
RELATIvE 
hUmidity 

FOR FLIGhT 
ACTIvITY

hOURS OF 
FLIGhT 

ACTIvITY
(averaGe)

distance 
(meters)

REFERENCE

BomBini
Bombus pullatus - - - 7-10 - Cameron et al. (1999)

Bombus 
terrestris

- 20.51 64.09 663

Bombus 
transversalis

- - - 7:45-9:45 - Cameron et al. (1999)

EUGLOSSINI
Eulaema 
bombiformis

- 23-27 58-90 5:15-9:00 - Melo et al. (2009)

Eulaema 
cingulata

- 24-28 58-90 5:42-8:00 - Melo et al. (2009)

Eulaema 
flavescens

- 23-27 72-90 5:04-7:16 - Melo et al. (2009)

Eulaema nigrita - 23-26 60-90 5:20-7:45 - Melo et al. (2009)

meGachilidae
Osmia cornuta - 9-12 - 7:40-6:30 - vicens and bosch (2000)

Megachile 
minutissima

- 20-25 - 9 - shebl (2008)

andrenidae
Andrena crataegi 20 15.2-24 - 7:34-19:05 - osgood (1989)

few studies describe all of the localities bees visit when collecting food, because bee 

individual micro-transmitters for telemetry have been used only recently to track individuals 

(Wikelski et al. 2011). Most data in the brazilian literature refer to Africanized Apis mellifera. 

however, such studies cannot be used as a basis for observations of wild bees, because, unlike 

A. mellifera that feed their larvae throughout the larval period, most other bees lay an egg and 

seal the cell, having no further direct contact with their developing offspring. other highly 

eusocial bees, Meliponini, which store honey and pollen in the nest, are able to use some of 

the same means as honey bees to process and potentially detoxify their food. the Meliponini 

use a wide variety of materials, gathered from different parts of the environment, to build their 

nests. because of their foraging at many different places within the forest and in human-made 

habitats, there may be more possible routes for their pesticide exposure. Moreover, they utilize 

a great array of different nesting sites —from the canopies of tall trees, to sites in the ground 

and in tree hollows. some species have adapted to human habitation, making their nests in 

buildings and other structures. the growth cycle of stingless bees from egg to adult takes more 

or less seven weeks, with a larval period of two weeks, varying according to species (nogueira-

neto 1997). nonetheless, the food placed in any brood cell for a meliponine is stored previously 

and “matured” within the storage containers of pollen and honey. it is not the same food taken 
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directly from flowers, which comprises the food of all other bees except honey bees and bumble 

bees (see Chapter 4), which also store honey and pollen.

the process of collecting food for provisioning brood cells is a route for female bee exposure to 

pesticides. during flights to collect pollen, nectar or oils used as food, or when foraging for plant or 

other material such as mud or resin to build nests, female bees can be exposed to toxic substances 

present in the environment. in addition, human-made toxins brought to the nest can contaminate 

and compromise larval development. larvae that receive greater amounts of food, in species such 

as bumble bees (Bombus), and that subsequently become queens are likely to consume higher 

doses of pesticides. however, they may not be fed more toxin per unit of body weight. 

linkages between water collection and pesticide contamination are another area that needs 

further investigation. According to ferry and Corbet (1996) water collection by bees may be for the 

benefit of the individual or the colony. bees are less subject to desiccation than most terrestrial 

insects, due to their nectar diet. bumble bee foragers rarely collect water for nest cooling, which 

is often done by honey bees. the possible contamination from such water collection needs to be 

investigated.

figure 3.2a 

NEST ENTRANCE TO A hOLLOw 
tree holdinG a colony oF 
meliponA beecheii, 
in mexico

figure 3.2b

honey storaGe pot and 
wORkER STINGLESS bEES  
IN ThE NEST 

figure 3.2c

honey removal UsinG a 
sUction device; hive oF 
meliponA SubnitidA IN 
Brazil
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table 3.2

pUBlished data aBoUt Brood care amonG Brazilian wild Bees

Family SPECIES time spent in cell provisioninG REFERENCE

a
p

id
a

e

Xylocopa suspecta from 1 to 3 days Camillo et al., 1986

Eulaema negrita from 6 to 9 hours for 11 days santos and garófalo, 
1994

Euglossa fimbriata from 2 to 5 days Augusto and garófalo, 
2009

Euglossa (Euglossa) 
townsendi

from 1 to 6 days Augusto and garófalo, 
2004

Centris tarsata 4 to 5 trips to collect pollen (12,6 ± 6,0 min each) and 3-4 
to collect oil (7,4 ± 2,1 min each) to provisioning 1 cell

Aguiar and garófalo, 
2004

Centris analis 4 to 11 trips for collect pollen (14,3 ± 11,5 min each) and 2 
to 8 to collect nectar (8,8 ± 10, 7 min each) to provisioning 

1 cell (time to collection is highly variable)

vieira de Jesus and  
garófalo, 2000

Centris trigonoides 5 to 8 trips to collect pollen and nectar (26,7 ± 10,6 min 
each) and 4 to 6 trips to collect oil (16,8 ± 8,5 min each)

Aguiar et al., 2006

Augochloropsis iris in the solitary phase, female spent 2 days to provisioning 
1 cell

Coelho, 2002

Tetrapedia curvitarsis 8 to 17 trips to collect pollen (37,5 ± 16,4 min each), 2 to 6 
trips to collect oily substance (24,0 ± 15,4 min each)

Camillo, 2005

Tetrapedia rugulosa 13 to 19 trips to collect pollen (28,1 ± 18,5 min each)

Tetrapedia garofaloi 5 to 9 trips to collect pollen (37,6 ± 11,2 min each)

wild Bee natUral history in relation to nestinG resoUrces
the nests of bees are the places where their young are reared and provided with food; nest 

cells serve to protect the immature stages of bees and their food resources. nests can exist 

individually or as clusters of nests that are close together (Michener 2007).

bees may construct their nest in burrows in the soil, in wood or pith, or in pre-existing 

cavities (inside tree hollows, abandoned nests of ants or termites, beetle or moth burrows in 

wood, or in human-made structures). Many materials are carried to the nests to construct those 

nests, like pieces of leaves, chewed leaf pulp, plant hairs, resin, pebbles, sand and mud. in some 

cases, certain plant materials may be cemented together with the use of saliva. Among the 

stingless bees, brood cells are built of wax mixed with resin (cerumen). the multiple layers of 

cerumen around the brood are called involucrum.

While collecting materials to construct their nest, bees may be exposed to a wide array of 

agrochemicals. Many kinds of the collected material (mud, water, resin) may be contaminated 

with chemicals. table 3.3 presents a summary of the nesting behavior of some brazilian wild bees 

from the existing literature. the data presented illustrate construction localities, the material 

used and the brazilian states where those species occur.
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table 3.3

pUBlished data aBoUt places, constrUction materials and GeoGraphic distriBUtion  
oF Brazilian wild Bees

PLACE CONSTRUCTION 
material

location (state) REFERENCE

apidae

bombus 
transversalis

soil nest  
(shallow depression on 

the forest floor)

Cut leaves Acre, Amapá, Amazonas, Mato 
grosso, pará, rondônia

Moure et al., 2008; 
taylor and Cameron, 

2003

centris aenea soil nest 
(clay or hard soil)

oily substance 
and soil particules

bahia, Ceará, goiás, Maranhão, 
Mato grosso, Minas gerais, pará, 
rio grande do norte, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
Aguiar and gaglianone, 

2003

centris 
dichrootricha

pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

sand with oil or 
resin

Amazonas, rondônia Moure et al., 2008; 
Morato et al., 1999

centris tarsata pre-existing cavities 
(wood; black cardboard)

sand with oil or 
resin or sand with 

wax

Maranhão, Mato grosso, pará, 
bahia

Moure et al., 2008; 
Mendes and rêgo, 2007; 

Aguiar and garófalo, 
2004; silva et al., 2001

centris trigonoides pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

sand with oil or 
resin

bahia, goiás, pará, são paulo Moure et al., 2008; 
Aguiar et al., 2006

centris vittata pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

sand with oil or 
resin

Amazonas, Minas gerais, pará, 
são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
pereira et al., 1999

centris analis pre-existing cavities 
(wood; black cardboard)

pieces of wood; 
plant material and 
an oily substance

Amazonas, Ceará, goiás, Mato 
grosso, paraná, pará, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
Morato et al., 1999; 
vieira de Jesus and 

garófalo, 2000

centris 
bicornurta

pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

pieces of wood Amazonas, pará, piauí Moure et al., 2008; 
Morato et al., 1999

centris terminate pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

sand with oil or 
resin; pieces of 

wood

Amazonas, bahia, pará Moure et al., 2008; 
drummont et al., 2008; 

Morato et al., 1999

eufriesea 
smaragdina

pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

pieces of wood 
and resin

espírito santo, Minas gerais, 
paraná, santa Catarina, são paulo

Kamke et al., 2008; 
Moure et al., 2008

euglossa townsendi pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

resin Amazonas, bahia, espírito santo, 
Minas gerais, pará, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
Augusto and garófalo, 

2004

euglossa annectans pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

resin espírito santo, Minas gerais, 
paraná, rio de Janeiro, santa 

Catarina, são paulo

garófalo et al., 2008; 
Moure et al., 2008

eulaema 
nigrita

pre-existing cavities 
(ant nest)

Mud, excrement 
and resin

Acre, Amapá, Amazonas, 
bahia, Ceará, distrito federal, 
goiás, Maranhão, Mato grosso, 

Mato grosso do sul, Minas 
gerais, paraná, paraíba, pará, 

pernambuco, piauí, rio grande do 
norte, rio de Janeiro, rondônia, 

roraima, santa Catarina, são 
paulo, tocantins

Moure et al., 2008; 
santos and garófalo, 

1994

melipona 
quadrifaciata

pre-existing 
cavities  
(trees)

Cerumen  
(mixture of wax 

with resin)  
and mud

Mato grosso do sul, Minas gerais, 
paraná, rio grande do sul, rio 
de Janeiro, santa Catarina, são 

paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
nogueira-netto, 1997

melipona 
scutellaris

pre-existing cavities 
(trees)

Cerumen  
(mixture of wax 

with resin) 
and mud

Alagoas, bahia, Ceará, paraíba, 
pernambuco, rio grande do norte, 

sergipe

Moure et al., 2008; 
nogueira-netto, 1997

follows on the next page >
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PLACE CONSTRUCTION 
material

location (state) REFERENCE

apidae

monoeca 
xanthopyga

soil nest (clay soil) oily substance paraná, rio grande do sul, santa 
Catarina

Moure et al., 2008; 
Cunha and blochtein, 

2003

plebeia 
poecilochroa

pre-existing cavities; 
earth banks;  

human-made walls

Cerumen, wax, 
resin

bahia, espírito santo, Minas 
gerais, 

pernambuco

Moure et al., 2008; 
drummond et al, 1995

ptilothrix 
plumata

soil nest (clay soil) Water and mud Ceará, Maranhão, Mato grosso, 
pará, pernambuco, santa 

Catarina, são paulo

schilindwein et al., 
2009; Moure et al., 

2008;

Xylocopa 
cearensis

branches of wood no information bahia, Ceará, goiás, Mato grosso, 
paraíba, pará, rio grande do 

norte

Moure et al., 2008; 
viana et al., 2002

Xylocopa 
frontalis

branches and stems sawdust Acre, Alagoas, Amapá, Amazonas, 
bahia, Ceará, espírito santo, 

goiás, Maranhão, Mato grosso, 
Minas gerais, paraná, paraíba, 
pará, rio grande do sul, rio de 

Janeiro, são paulo

pereira and garófalo, 
2010; Moure et al., 

2008

Xylocopa 
grisescens

branches and stems sawdust Alagoas, Amapá, bahia, Ceará, 
goiás, Maranhão, Mato grosso, 

Minas gerais, paraíba, pará, 
pernambuco, piauí, rio grande do 

norte, sergipe, são paulo

pereira and garófalo, 
2010; Moure et al., 

2008

Xylocopa 
ordinaria

branches and stems sawdust espírito santo, Mato grosso do 
sul, rio grande do sul, rio de 

Janeiro

bernadino and 
gaglianone, 2008; 
Moure et al., 2008

Xylocopa 
subcyanea

branches and stems no information Alagoas, bahia, espírito santo, 
goiás, Mato grosso, Minas gerais, 

paraná, pará, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; silva 
and viana, 2002

Xylocopa 
suspecta

branches and stems 
(dead and dry)

sawdust bahia, espírito santo, Mato 
grosso, Minas gerais, paraíba, 

pará, pernambuco, rio grande do 
sul, rio de Janeiro, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
Camillo et al., 1986

andrenidae

cephalurgus 
anomalus

soil nest  
(unsheded horizontal 

ground)

fine and 
homogeneous 
sediment and 

pebbles

Minas gerais, são paulo Moure et al., 2008; 
gaglianone, 2000

meGachilidae

Anthodioctes 
lunatus

pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

plant resin with 
pieces of wood

Acre, Amazonas, pará, paraiba Moure et al., 2008; 
Camarotti-de-lima and 

Martins, 2005

Anthodioctes 
megachiloides

pre-existing cavities 
(wood or mud)

plant resin bahia, Ceará, Mato grosso, Minas 
gerais, paraná, rio grande do sul, 

santa Catarina, são paulo

Alves-dos-santos, 2004; 
2010; Moure et al., 

2008

Anthodioctes 
moratoi

pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

plant resin with 
pieces of wood

Amazonas Moure et al., 2008; 
Morato, 2001

megachile habilis pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

pieces of leaves Mato grosso, Mato grosso do sul, 
Minas gerais, paraná

Moure et al., 2008; 
laroca et al., 1987

megachile 
pseudanthidioides

pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

pieces of leaves, 
flower petals and 

mud

Minas gerais, paraná, rio grande 
do sul, santa Catarina, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
zillikens and steiner, 

2004

megachile 
orbiculata

pre-existing cavities 
(wood)

pieces of leaves Acre, Amozonas, bahia, Mato 
grosso, pará

Moure et al., 2008; 
Morato, 2003

megachile 
anthidioides

pre-existing cavities 
(cardboard)

pieces of leaves Minas gerais sabino and Antonini, 
2011

follows on the next page >



C h A p t e r  3 :  p e s t i c i d e  e x p o s U r e  r o U t e s  F o r  B r a z i l i a n  w i l d  B e e s

30

PLACE CONSTRUCTION 
material

location (state) REFERENCE

colletidae

perditomorpha 
brunerii

soil nest  
(unshaded horizontal 

ground)

fine and 
homogeneous 
sediment and 

pebbles

são paulo gaglianone, 2000

halictidae

Augochloropsis iris soil nest no information Minas gerais, paraná, são paulo Moure et al., 2008; 
Coelho, 2002

caenohalictus 
curticeps

soil nest (well-shaded 
vertical road-side bank 

of rather moist)

Consistent soil; 
glandular 
secretion

paraná, rio de Janeiro, são paulo Moure et al., 2008; 
sakagami and Moure, 

1967

lasioglossum 
seabrai

soil nest (well-shaded 
vertical road-side bank 

of rather moist)

Consistent soil; 
glandular 
secretion

paraná sakagami and Moure, 
1967

megalopta aegis dead wood (stems, 
lianas, and branches)

pith and oil goiás, são paulo santos et al., 2010; 
Moure et al., 2008

megalopta 
guimaraesi

dead wood (stems, 
lianas, and branches)

pith and oil são paulo santos et al., 2010

neocorynura 
polybioid

soil nest (well-shaded 
vertical road-side bank 

of rather moist)

Consistent soil; 
glandular 
secretion

Minas gerais, paraná, rio de 
Janeiro, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
sakagami and Moure, 

1967

pseudagapostemon 
divaricatus

soil nest (well-shaded 
vertical road-side bank 

of rather moist)

Consistent soil; 
 glandular 
secretion

paraná sakagami and Moure, 
1967

rhinocorynura 
inflaticeps

soil nest (well-shaded 
vertical road-side bank 

of rather moist)

Consistent soil; 
glandular 
secretion

Minas gerais, paraná, santa 
Catarina, são paulo

Moure et al., 2008; 
eickwort and sakagami, 

1979

application and toxicoloGy
here, it is suggested that empirical studies in brazilian wild bee natural history could help 

predict pesticide exposure (figure 3.3). several methods have been designed to evaluate the 

toxic effects of pesticides. in general, toxicological analysis are based on three main steps: (a) 

laboratory tests determining acute toxicity (topical and by ingestion), survival (time elapsed 

until death) and behavioral alteration; (b) semi-field tests; and (c) field tests, evaluating the 

mortality of bees/larvae/pupae, foraging activity, colony development and general behavior 

(oepp/eppo 2001) (figure 3.4).

in 2007, Aupinel demonstrated the applicability of acute toxicity studies using an in vitro 

method for rearing larvae of Apis. brodschneider et al. (2009) used a similar technique to evaluate 

toxicity impact on the flight capacity of adult Apis reared in the laboratory, and further work has 

been performed using more sensitive methods (dai et al. 2012). these impressive advances in 

toxicology assay for Apis draw attention to the large technical and scientific deficiencies in the 

development of similar techniques for wild bee species.
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Generally, the smaller body size of meliponine bees (for example 7-10 mg for many 

Scaptotrigona and 40-80 mg for many Melipona) as compared to 70-80 mg for Africanized honey 

bees means that Meliponini have a larger body surface area, making them more susceptible to 

contact poisoning from insecticides. For example, a lethal dose (LD50) of fipronil to A. mellifera 

is, on average, 5.8 nannograms per bee (Carvalho et al. 2013), and for Scaptotrigona postica 

it is only 0.54 nannograms (Jacob et al. 2013). Similarly, Bombus terrestris, considerably more 

massive than A. mellifera, is 60 to 90 times more tolerant to deltamethrin than A. mellifera 

(Tasei 2002). It is worth noting, however, that body size is not the only factor responsible for 

susceptibility to toxins, but also health, nutritional condition and enzymatic systems, among 

other variables (Stenersen 2004).

The challenge of designing toxicity tests in the laboratory is to identify the best manner 

to extrapolate the data obtained to field conditions (Stark et al. 1995). Several approaches 

have been designed for this purpose, including the “hazard ratio” proposed by Felton et al. 

(1986), “selective ratio” (Croft 1990) and the “sequential testing scheme” of Johansen and 

Mayer (1990). While a considerable portion of investigation of pesticide impact on bees focuses 

Figure 3.3 

Different pathways by which bees coulD be poisoneD by pesticiDe resiDues in the 
environment (from porrini et al. 2003)
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on mortality, the sub-lethal effects of pesticides should also be taken into account. important 

aspects of bee biology and behavior that may be included are the ”division of labor” in colonies, 

foraging, colony development, nestmate recognition, larval/adult behavior, and flight capacity 

(vandame et al. 1995; thompson 2003).

figure 3.4

scheme For evalUation oF plant protection chemicals on honey Bees 
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there is currently great public concern about the undesirable effects of plant protection 

products on beneficial organisms and human health. yet it remains difficult to obtain conclusive 

and widely consistent evidence about pesticide effect on pollinator communities, as such effects 

may be very context-specific. recently, brittain et al. (2010) concluded that there are no proven 

differences in the availability of floral resources, abundance of bee species and pollination 

between areas cultivated in a conventional manner, including pesticide application, and those 

utilizing organic systems. in this context, the surrounding landscape may nonetheless play a 

major role, with benefits from the creation and maintenance of habitat corridors that allow 

transit between natural environments relatively free of contamination.

An ecologically appropriate strategy in pest control is integrated management (e.g. integrated 

pest Management, or ipM), primarily making use of natural or biological controls and using 

selective pesticides only when necessary (Kogan 1998). the use of pesticides that negatively 

affect beneficial organisms ultimately works against producing healthier food and protecting the 

environment (Croft 1990). in cases where the pesticide use is necessary, the chemical pesticide 

properties and application practices must be judged, to minimize toxic exposure (see Annex 1 

and 2). for example, the simultaneous use of insecticide (pyrethroid) and fungicide (triazole), 

which act as synergists, can induce death of up to 67.5 percent more honey bee individuals, in 

comparison with the agrochemicals applied singly (Colin and belzunces 1992).

An effective mitigation measure to reduce the risk of pesticide exposure is to plan the timing 

of application for periods of the day (or night) when bees are not foraging. byrne and Waller 

(1990) conclude that night time applications of dimethoate on citrus reduce bee mortality 

by half, compared to daytime applications. however, night time applications still result in 

mortality levels 3.76 times higher than that in a control treatment. planning an optimal time of 

application is not sufficient to protect bees. Chemicals with low toxicity and residue, and those 

with selective capacity against target pests, are useful but usually more costly.

the remarkable bee diversity in the neotropics is an important part of ecosystem and human 

health. protection of those bees from incorrect practices and pesticide use is therefore a priority 

issue. Mitigation measures are needed, including:

(1) increasing investment in studies on the biology, physiology, behavior and management of 

bees, to provide knowledge that can be used to enhance pollination services.

(2) developing new evaluation techniques specific for wild bees that assess the lethal and sub-

lethal effects of plant protection products.

(3) increasing awareness in all the sectors of production (farmers, beekeepers and industrialists) 

for developing agricultural management strategies that are less destructive to bees.
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Pollinator-dependent crops: blueberry above, mango on left lower, blueberry, again, on lower right. © illustrations by g. Joseph
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appendix 

General natUral history oF Brazilian wild Bees and 
their importance in pollination

short-tonGUed Bees
the families Andrenidae, Colletidae and halictidae are short-tongued bees; they have relatively 

short but often wide tongues used to imbibe nectar and other liquids.

Andrenidae
during the rainy season in northeastern brazil, bees of the subfamily panurginae are found 

in areas covered by Caatinga vegetation. some species have also been recorded on the 

coast. panurgine bees seem to forage exclusively on small shrubs and herbs, not occurring 

in tropical rain forest habitats (schlindwein 2003). ruz and rozen (1993, 1995) studied the 

behavior of these bees and described the small bee species found in the Catamarca province 

of Chile and Argentina.

Colletidae 
several species of Colletidae are considered to be oligoleges, or flower visitors that specialize 

on the pollen of a few related plant species (Kearns and inouye 1993). oligolectic bees 

frequently have behavior and other adaptations to transport particular kinds of pollen grains. 

the long branched hairs observed in most Colletinae is a morphological adaptation shared with 

many other bees. Another is seen in the short scopal structures of Perditomorpha brunerii that 

allow large pollen grains to be transported (gaglianone 2000). Colletid bees are solitary and 

the most common genera are Colletes, Hylaeus, Ptiloglossa, Tetraglossula and Perditomorpha 

(imperatriz-fonseca and santos 2011).
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halictidae
halictidae is one of the most diverse bee families in brazil. bees of this family often have bright 

metallic colour that can be green, blue, red or black (imperatriz-fonseca and Alves dos santos 

2011). there are different levels of sociality in this family, and also solitary bees. An important 

group is the augochlorine bees, which visit a wide variety of flowers in forested and open 

habitats over a wide area —from coastal lowlands to the high Andes (eickwort 1969).

lonG-tonGUed Bees
the families Megachilidae and Apidae constitute the long-tongued bees, and are often the 

most abundant bees in nature. 

Megachilidae
Megachilidae is well represented in brazil primarily by bees of the genus Megachile, which has 

32 subgenera (Moure et al. 2008). some species construct their nests with cut pieces of leaves 

and other plant material (Michener 2000, 2007). for example, zillikens and steiner (2004) 

provided the first description of the nests and lifecycle for the subgenus Chrysosarus. they set up 

trap nests (drilled tunnels in wood) in a survey in the state of santa Catarina, brazil and these 

bees used leaves and petals to construct their nests during two annual generations.

Apidae
An interesting example of this group is the genus Xylocopa (carpenter bees). Xylocopa are found 

in several states in brazil across different latitudes, from rio grande do sul to Acre and Amapá. 

these bees are sometimes solitary but mainly social, with multiple females, and sometimes 

males, in a nest or group of nests in a tree trunk or branch (see Chapter 7). in brazil they are 

known as ‘mamangavas’ or ‘mamangabas’. further general discussion concerning these large bees 

is given by gikungu in the final chapter of this book— the genus occurs worldwide and has over 

300 species. Another important genus is Centris, of which silveira and Campos (1995) identified 

36 species in the state of Minas gerais alone. 

Apinae is the largest subfamily encountered in brazil and includes the Africanized honey 

bee (Apini), the bumble bees (bombini), the stingless bees (Meliponini), and the orchid bees 

(euglossini). they have generalist flower visitation habits and year-round activity, with the first 

three groups exhibiting advanced social behavior. Common bumble bee species in brazil include 

Bombus morio, B. atratus and B. brasiliensis (imperatriz-fonseca and Alves dos santos 2011). 

Augusto and garofalo (2004) described nest behavior of Euglossa townsendi, a species in which 
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two or more females of different or the same generation share a nest. euglossine males visit 

orchids and other natural resources to collect fragrances (ramirez et al. 2011; imperatriz-fonseca 

and Alves dos santos 2011).

the Meliponini are eusocial bees known as stingless bees because no female or worker bee has 

a functional sting. there is a remarkable richness of these bee species in the neotropics (freitas 

et al. 2009). According to Kerr et al. (1996) stingless bees are responsible for 40 to 90 percent 

of the pollination of wild plant species in different tropical ecosystems. the stingless bees often 

visit flowers in the upper canopy and in their absence the communities of tropical rain forest 

trees would be extensively modified (Wille 1983). the meliponine bees are considered floral 

generalists, collecting pollen and nectar from a wide variety of plant species. however, studies 

performed with M. scutellaris (ramalho et al. 2007) show that according to need, the foragers 

may exhibit a temporary floral fidelity (ramalho et al. 1994, 1998). this behavior is the result 

of communication skills among individuals demonstrated by species of stingless bees. several 

species of Meliponini of the Caatinga are endemics, which are endangered by human activity. 

honey and pollen stores of the colonies of many Melipona are harvested by honey-hunters 

and local beekeepers. deforestation and unsuitable management of natural and agroecosystem 

resources are also threatening some of these species, which are already rare (Martins 2002).
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Stingless bees at the entrance to their nest in Laikipia, Kenya. Many species of stingless bees construct tubes from resin like that 
shown here.  
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ChApter 4
BUmBle Bees: natUral 
history and pesticide 
EXPOSURE ROUTES
sheila Colla

an introdUction to BUmBle Bees
bumble bees are large and brightly coloured bees. because they are found in relatively high 

abundance in very populated regions of the world, they are fairly well known. they belong to 

a single genus, Bombus, in the family Apidae, although some are parasites, in the subgenus 

Psithyrus. globally there are approximately 250 species and the highest diversity is in northern 

temperate regions (figure 4.1).

figure 4.1

GloBal BUmBle Bee species diversity (williams 1998)
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bumble bees are eusocial, with a reproductive caste or queen, and a sterile caste of workers. 

they exhibit cooperative brood care, and they feed primarily on pollen and nectar. in the 

temperate zone, mated queens that have hibernated in a sheltered niche resume activity in 

the spring and gather resources to initiate a nest. When the first brood of workers hatch they 

take over nest care, tending larvae and foraging while the queen continues to lay eggs. the 

colony continues to grow as foragers bring back pollen and nectar and more workers hatch. near 

the end of the colony cycle, the queen lays eggs that become males and new queens. these 

reproductive individuals then leave the nest; they mate with conspecifics and the mated queens 

then hibernate, emerging as active females in the following spring. in the tropics, on the other 

hand, certain tropical Bombus may continue to live as a colony for several years.

With their generally long foraging season, bumble bees are generalists – foraging on many 

different plant species. however, bumble bees will select nectar flowers based upon their tongue 

length, the corresponding length of the floral corolla—the tube through which they reach the 

nectar—and food reward value. individual bee handling time and cognitive abilities have also 

been found to affect foraging success. 

bumble bees weigh between 0.04 g and 0.85 g. Queens are normally the largest, but this 

varies by species. Males weigh approximately the same as a large worker. Additionally, in some 

species, workers produced early in the season tend to be smaller than their sisters produced later 

on, when food resources are more abundant.

bumble bee declines for certain species have been noted in parts of europe, Asia and north 

America (Williams and osbourne 2009). the causes of these declines are still being studied, but 

hypotheses include habitat loss (loss of suitable forage plant species and nesting sites), disease, 

pesticide use and climate change. some declining species are those thought to specialize on 

long, tubular flowers for nectar, such as those in papilionoideae of the fabaceae. bumble bees 

are important pollinators of many native temperate flowering plants and certain crops. they are 

particularly effective at pollinating crops in greenhouses. Managed bumble bees are increasingly 

being used to support agricultural and horticultural production. indeed, over one million bumble 

bee colonies of different species were sold worldwide in 2006, primarily for greenhouse fruit and 

vegetable production. Although sales have been largely to pollinate tomatoes, there are more 

and more for commercial orchards and seed production (velthuis and doorn 2006).

wild Bee natUral history in relation to ForaGinG
Assessment of pesticide exposure risks to bumble bees requires quantifying the duration and rate 

of possible exposure. Crops where pesticide sprays may be applied and from which bumble bees 
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are known to forage include raspberry, strawberry, blueberry, cranberry, stone fruits, sunflower, 

tomato, cucumber, sweet peppers, string beans, soybeans, peas, watermelon, rose-hips and 

cotton. some relevant average statistics, extracted from the literature, are presented below. 

one bumble bee on a favorable ten-hour day could visit 6,000 flowers and on an average four- 

to five-hour day visit 2 500 to 3 000 flowers (Macfarlane 1995). the average foraging bout for a 

worker bee is four to seven minutes. per foraging bout, worker bees collect 1.44 to 27.33 mg of 

pollen (plowright et al. 1993) and approximately 70 μl (one milliliter (ml) is equal to 1000 μl) 

of nectar. loads of pollen and nectar can reach up to 20 percent and 90 percent, respectively, of 

the bee’s body weight (benton 2006), thus larger bees tend to bring back larger loads. 

A study by Müller and schmid-hempel (1992) found that individual bees spend 14 to 30 days 

foraging, and colonies have foragers for 50 to 150 days. the season of activity varies with latitude, 

elevation and species. toward the poles, the summer daylight hours are extended, thus daily 

foraging periods are longer. As already mentioned, temperate latitudes have bumble bees that 

begin the summer colony cycle when mated queens emerge from hibernation in the spring. on days 

with low winds and little or no precipitation, workers generally forage at 5 to 30°C, dawn to dusk, 

but this also varies with weather, latitude and species. According to Macfarlane (1995), bumble 

bee foraging activity increases nine-fold from the onset of foraging at about 13°C, to 22°C later in 

the day. At about 27°C bumble bee foragers in the field will stabilize and then decline in the middle 

of the day as temperatures surpass 30°C. in a Wisconsin, usA, study, 85 percent of bumble bee 

foraging on cranberry flowers occurred between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. (Macfarlane 1995). A recent 

study performed in Central europe (hagen et al. 2011) obtained maximum flight distances from 

the nest of bumble bees. these reach 2.5 km, 1.9 km and 1.3 km for Bombus terrestris (workers), 

Bombus ruderatus (workers), and Bombus hortorum (young queens), respectively. Additionally, 

estimated home range sizes are 0.25–43.53 ha (hagen et al. 2011).

wild Bee natUral history in relation to Brood care
bees, unlike most other insects which merely lay eggs on hosts or food plants, have an added 

complication —and possible pesticide exposure route: they provide food for their offspring. in 

fact, numerous studies have suggested social bees, with continued brood care, are quite likely 

to be more susceptible to pesticide exposure than solitary insects (brittain and potts 2011). 

thus, an assessment of pesticide exposure needs to consider the quantities of pesticides that 

may contaminate food resources that adult female bees use to feed the brood, versus what is 

self-consumed. it is often easier to sample and then study the food resources in bee nests than 

those consumed by the foraging adult. 
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the feeding of larvae differs between species in one of two ways. “pocket-makers” place 

pollen in a pocket within the brood area and the larvae feed from a common pollen deposit as 

they develop. “pollen-storers”, on the other hand, make separate pollen storage containers or 

“pots“, from which pollen is then doled out to the larva individually, as needed, through a hole 

in the brood cell (benton 2006). 

the average weight of pollen brought back to the nest per bee-day is, according to one 

study, 15.25 to 30.86 mg (plowright et al. 1993). the average number of pollen grains 

consumed by a worker larva has been measured at 8.5 million, and by a queen larva at 

22 million (ribeiro 1994). the percentage of pollen mass to body mass for worker and male 

larvae is higher (medians: 25.58 and 25.12 percent, for workers and males, respectively) than 

for queen larvae (median: 10.12 percent) (figure 4.2). this finding indicates that developing 

queens ingest more nectar (therefore sugar) and less pollen than the other bees. their total 

body mass receives a large contribution from sugar turned into fat (important as a reserve for 

winter hibernation) from carbohydrates. 

the ratio of males, workers and queens produced by the founding queen varies widely e.g. 

4 to 218 workers, 1 to 74 males, 0 to 125 queens in a study of 36 B. lucorum colonies (Müller 

and schmid-hempel 1992). 

wild Bee natUral history in relation to nestinG resoUrces 
because bees must have a nest in which brood are reared, they may also be exposed to pesticides 

from the nesting resources they use. depending on the species, nests can be below ground 

(usually in empty rodent burrows), above ground (protected by tall grass, roots or vegetation) or 

in the leaves and stems of trees. some species having above ground colonies require tall grasses 

for protection. 

CONCLUSIONS
in reviewing the possible pesticide exposure routes for bumble bees, it is evident that there are 

critical gaps in knowledge. for example, the proportion of pollen and nectar self-consumed by 

the worker and the proportion brought back to the colony are unknown. ecological differences 

between species may allow for differential impacts of pesticides, as in pollen-storing species vs. 

pocket-making species. pocket-makers may have only a group of larvae affected by contaminated 

pollen, whereas pollen-storers feed all developing larvae of the colony from the same pollen 

mass. What is also needed is information on the mixing and maturation of pollen, in either 

pocket-makers or pollen-storers, before it is fed to larvae. Within the pollen stores of both 
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solitary and social bees, there are microbes that can digest and even detoxify pollen, but their 

nature and ecology are scarcely known.

the majority of studies perform experiments on actively managed bumble bee species 

(B. terrestris & B. impatiens), which may be more tolerant to stress than other species. however, 

Wu et al. (2010) show that pesticides do not affect all species equally. thus, studies should be 

done on an array of species, not just the captive bred, commercialized bees, in order to better 

understand the effects of pesticides on wild bumble bees. the stage at which the colony is most 

vulnerable to pesticide exposure is likely to be when the spring queen is the sole forager. bumble 

bee species that nest above ground may be more susceptible to direct pesticide exposure.

field testing has shown that pesticide levels considered safe in laboratory toxicity tests 

can nonetheless be detrimental to foraging bumble bees (Mommaerts et al. 2010). likewise, 

sub-lethal effects on cognitive abilities (which affect orientation and navigation in the 

field), flower handling time, colony and larval growth are likely to be unfavourable to overall 

reproductive success for all bumble bee species (e.g. gradish et al. 2010; tasei et al. 2008; 

figure 4.2
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thompson 2003). for example, Morandin and Winston (2003) found the time spent by Bombus 

impatiens to access artificial flowers increased after exposure to high levels (30 ppb) of 

imidacloprid in pollen. 

When developing management practices to reduce risks, some specific recommendations are:

|| perform experiments to test effects of pesticides on bumble bees in natural settings, i.e. 

outside of a controlled cage or laboratory (thompson 2003), which include environmental 

stressors, such as changes in food availability and weather conditions, and which require 

bees to forage normally.

|| Consider both castes, because variation in growth requirements may lead to differential 

susceptibility between castes, as reviewed by Mommaerts and smagghe (2011).

|| examine synergistic effects of pesticides with diseases, microbes, endosymbionts, and pollen 

or nectar surplus or shortage.
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bombuS impAtienS FORAGING ON ThISTLE
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A male of the common eastern (N. American) bumblebee, bombus impatiens.
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Top: females of blue orchard bees; bottom: female leafcutter bee. © illustrations by steve buchanan, reproduced with permission 
from Moisset and buchmann 2012
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ChApter 5
pesticide exposUre roUtes 
For wild Bees: 
the leAfCutter And  
MAson bee group– 
MegAChilidAe
barbara gemmill-herren
erhard strohm

(With contributions from Cory S. Sheffield and Sabine Radmacher)

natUral history oF the meGachilidae and 
their importance in pollination
Megachilidae are the second largest bee family in terms of described species and are highly 

diverse with respect to life-history traits (litman et al. 2011; gonzalez et al. 2012). those bees 

include excavators that dig nest burrows in the soil and/or decomposing wood; those that nest 

in pre-existing cavities in wood, plant stems, and even abandonded snail shells and almost any 

other natural or artificial cavity; masons that construct nests on exposed or concealed surfaces 

(e.g., rocks, twigs), using mud or resin; and cleptoparasites —bees that collect no larval food 

provisions from flowers, but instead lay eggs in the nests of their host(s). 

Among the Megachilidae are the leafcutter bees and the mason or carder bees, which 

include some important managed crop pollinators. one example is the alfalfa leafcutter bee 

Megachile rotundata, originally from the Mediterranean region and the Middle east. After 

its accidental introduction into north America around 1940 (Krombein 1948) it was found 

to be of great importance in the pollination of alfalfa flowers to produce seed (hobbs and 

lilly 1954; bohart 1962), for which it is now managed. More recently, it has been developed 

as a managed pollinator of lowbush blueberry in northeastern north America (stubbs et al. 

1996; sheffield 2008). Osmia rufa, the red mason bee, is very abundant throughout europe 
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(Westrich 1989) and Osmia lignaria, the orchard mason bee, is a very promising north American 

solitary bee for pollinating tree-fruit crops (bosch and Kemp 2001). here, the primary focus is on 

just these three species because their role in crop pollination is well known and better studied 

than among other megachilids.

the subfamily Megachilinae (excluding the tribe lithurgini) is also unique among bees in that, 

unlike bees that apply nest linings, most Megachilinae must collect all their nesting materials 

(Michener 2007; litman et al. 2011). 

Although the life history trait of collecting all necessary nesting materials has contributed to 

the diversity and large geographic distribution of the Megachilidae, it also provides additional 

exposure routes to agrochemicals. Megachilid bees harvest not just nectar and pollen but also 

materials to line their nests and construct cell partitions, which include leaves that are cut 

into small pieces and/or flower petals for construction of “thimble-shaped” brood cells. other 

megachilids use mud, and therefore mix water with earth to make it, or use pebbles, resin, 

glandular secretions or mixtures of these, masticated leaves or “leaf pulp”, and plant hairs or 

“trichomes”. thus, because such materials are taken from the habitats surrounding their nesting 

sites, bees may be exposed to pesticides that reach those bee resources.
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figure 5.1

megAchile rotundAtA 
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figure 5.2a

LEAFCUTTER bEE CUTTING AwAY A PORTION OF 
chilli pepper (cApSicum) leaF, Kenya

figure 5.2b

LEAFCUTTER bEE CARRYING A PORTION OF ChILLI 
pepper (cApSicum) leaF BacK to its nest, Kenya 
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figure 5.2c

chilli pepper (cApSicum) leaF with pieces oF leaF removed By a leaFcUtter Bee, Kenya
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Management of megachilid bees for pollination is different from management of other species 

(i.e. honey bees, bumble bees, stingless bees) in that once nests are established within or 

adjacent to cropping systems, megachilids should not be moved (bosch and Kemp 2001; sheffield 

et al. 2008). relocation of established nesting sites greatly reduces the overall fecundity of 

nesting populations, a large concern if the bees are being bred or propagated. nesting bees may 

remain active for much longer than a particular crop flowering period, which may cause reduced 

production if alternative food resources are not available (sheffield et al. 2008). however, 

because chemical applications for pest control are usually performed before and after flowering, 

bee populations nesting near the crop are at risk of exposure for an extended period.

in this review of pesticide exposure and megachilid bees, it is important to begin with an 

assessment of the overall size of the bee, as this is thought to be critical to pesticide vulnerabilities 

(tables 5.1 and 5.2). it is suggested, for example, that smaller bees will receive a relatively higher 

dose of pesticides on a contact exposure basis than would larger bees. they have a greater surface 

area to volume ratio. since the foraging range of smaller bees is less than that of larger bees, a 

smaller bee occupying an area in or near pesticide-treated fields may have a larger portion of their 

foraging area contaminated with pesticides than would a larger bee (fischer and Moriarty 2011).

table 5.1

characteristics oF male and Female megAchile rotundAtA (F.); oSmiA lignAriA and o. bicorniS 
(Formerly Known as o. rufA)

leaFcUtter Bees, Body lenGth Female male
megachile rotundata 8–10 mm 7-9 mm

osmia lignaria 10-11 mm 8-10 mm

osmia bicornis (rufa) 10-13 mm 8-10 mm

table 5.2

Body mass calcUlations (megAchile rotundAtA; oSmiA lignAriA; oSmiA bicorniS (rufA); and 
oSmiA bicorniS (rufA) cocoons)

leaFcUtter Bees, Body mass Female male
megachile rotundata
(Germany: Klostermeyer 1972)

35 mg avg (no information)

osmia lignaria
(canada: sheffield 2008b)

130 mg avg 75 mg avg

osmia bicornis (rufa)
(Germany: strohm et al. 2002)

99.9 ± 0.05 mg avg ± sd, with a decrease 
about 3 weeks after the onset of nesting 
activity, to about 82% of the initial value 

(no information)

osmia bicornis (rufa) cocoon weight
(Germany: radmacher and strohm 2010)

35-135 mg 25-85 mg
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figure 5.3

alFalFa leaFcUtter Bee eGG laid on pollen 
provision mass in nest, moistened with 
NECTAR

figure 5.4

alFalFa leaFcUtter Bee emerGinG From 
Brood cell  
(among many brood cells collected and managed for 
commercial pollination in italy)

SEASONAL PATTERNS
alfalfa leafcutter bee: Megachile fly in summer and spend the winter as mature larvae (sheffield 

2008). At the beginning of summer, males of M. rotundata emerge from the nests a few days 

before the females and remain nearby, feeding on floral nectar. Mating occurs when females 

emerge from their nesting places (pinzauti 2000). Males can mate with more than one female 

and generally remain near nesting sites for about two weeks, spending the nights in protected 

sites (crevices, under lumps of earth or other sheltered places). in order to carry out their 

activities (feeding, flight, copulation, etc.) males forage nectar and pollinate flowers. Although 

many alfalfa leafcutter bees will nest gregariously in a common site, each female builds its own 

tunnel, and the male, as among bees in general, is not involved in nesting (pinzauti 2000). 

females provision their nests and lay an egg on each provision mass before sealing the cell. 

the egg-laying activity of female M. rotundata lasts 30 to 40 days. the larvae feed continuously 

on the provision mass and go through different larval stages until october (in europe), when 

they build a silky cocoon where they spend the cold winter as a “prepupa”, in diapause. the 

next spring, dispause is broken and the immature bees return to their normal metabolic activity, 

pupate and emerge at the beginning of summer (pinzauti 2000).

red mason bee: Osmia spend winter as adults, and most species begin activity early in the 

spring. After April, females mate and often disperse from the natal nest to search for suitable 

nesting sites. females then start to provision brood cells with pollen and a comparatively low 

proportion of nectar, by weight (2 percent, Maddocks and palus 1987; 4 percent, e. strohm 
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unpublished data). larvae feed, spin a cocoon, pupate, and develop into adults during August 

to september, and then remain in their cocoons to hibernate (strohm et al. 2002).

orchard mason bee: under managed conditions in north America, the dates of bee emergence 

in the spring are controlled, because the bees are kept in cold storage until transferred to 

nesting boxes from late-April to mid-June, depending on fruit tree flowering (sheffield et al. 

2008b). Males emerge first, followed by females approximately one week later. the female bees 

carry out nesting activity for about 30 days, and their progeny reach the adult wintering stage 

by late summer (rust 1995; bosch and Kemp 2000, 2001). 

reproduction rate/ ratio of female to male offspring
in most temperate regions, leafcutter bees (some Megachile species) have one generation per 

year (pinzauti 2000 [italy]; Asensio 1982 [spain]; tasei 1977 [france]; holm 1983 [denmark]) 

although two generations have been observed in both Canada (Krunic 1972; sheffield et al. 2011) 

and tuscany, italy (pinzauti 2000). in favourable weather conditions female alfalfa bees generally 

lay about one egg per day during a month. Klostermeyer et al. (1973) record around 30 eggs laid 

per female for the alfalfa bee over a reproductive season. 

in Canada, sheffield et al. (2008a,b) recorded recovery rates (the number of bees produced 

in a nesting site, in relation to the number released) and female fecundity rates (number of 

offspring per female), in relation to distance from an important forage resource for orchard 

mason bees. notably, close proximity to alternative forage, following crop flowering, leads to 

greatly increased populations in the next season.

however, survival rates and emergence the next spring/summer may be far less than expected. 

for example, a study of the nesting biology of a native megachilid in utah, usA, Megachile 

pugnata, indicates that 50 percent of bee offspring fail to reach the adult stage in the following 

season (tepedino and froehlich 1982). for red mason bees, in their study and at other sites, 

strohm et al. (2002) document mortality rates that range from 19.3 to 43 percent. sheffield et 

al. (2008a) note rates of pre-emergence mortality ranging from 16.9 to 47.6 percent in managed 

populations of orchard mason bees.

nesting resources
leafcutter bees use diverse nesting sites and nest materials. Making use of many kinds of 

cavities, they build nests in dead wood, hollow plant stems, rock crevices and other sites such 
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as cracks in buildings, in snail shells, and even the nostril cavities of a wildebeest skull in Kenya 

(o’toole and raw 1991).

leafcutter bees are often referred to as “renters” in the sense that they make use of existing 

cavities for nesting. however, the range of material that they may employ to line, “partition” 

or plug their brood cells is impressive, including mud, pebbles, leaves, petals, resin and 

glandular secretions. here, the focus is on two well-known crop pollinating megachilid bees 

with different nesting habits. the range of nesting resources and their estimated quantities 

are presented in table 5.3.

Alfalfa leafcutter bee
once the female alfalfa leafcutter bee has received the sperm to fertilize about 30 eggs, she 

starts to search for a suitable nesting site, i.e. pre-existing natural cavities. normally she prefers 

dead stems lying horizontally or nearly so, canes of about 6 mm diameter, or narrow spaces 

between walls of buildings. After finding a suitable cavity (frequently the same one used by the 

mother or by a conspecific individual) she begins to gather pieces of fresh leaves to line the 

nest (pinzauti 2000). 

According to the size of the tunnel, the mother bee cuts from 10 to 30 pieces of leaf with her 

mandibles to line the cell. After filling cells with pollen and laying an egg on the pollen mass, 

alfalfa bees will continue to collect leaf pieces and construct a cell partition that separates one 

brood cell from the next. this occurs for the whole length of the cavity or tunnel, over a maximum 

length of about 13 to 15 cm. When the last cell in the tunnel is complete, the female will cut 

many pieces of leaves (up to 50) to finally close the tunnel entrance (figures 5.7 and 5.8). under 

commercial production, a female normally uses two to three nest-tunnels during her life.

the female of red mason bees accepts diverse pre-existing cavities as nest sites (e.g. Westrich 

1989). After an egg is glued on the provision mass, the brood cell is sealed with a partition made 

of more or less loamy soil, which females gather and bring in their mandibles to the nest. strohm 

et al. (2002) estimate that females need 11.9 ± 4.7 (n = 55) trips to gather the loam for a cell 

partition. one trip lasted 123 ± 45 sec (n = 56) and a female brought on average 17.5 ± 5.6 mg 

(n = 56) loam per trip to the nest. females need 149 ± 48 sec (n = 56) to process one load of loam 

for cell partition construction. A mean mass of 187 ± 51.5 mg loam is used for one cell partition 

(strohm et al., 2002). however, the amount of loam gathered per cell partition increases from 

brood cell to brood cell (ivanov 2006).
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table 5.3

nestinG resoUrce QUantities Used By alFalFa Bees and red mason Bees 

resoUrces/QUantity Used ALFALFA LEAFCUTTER bEE 
(megAchile rotundAtA) 

red mason Bee 
(oSmiA rufA)

nest lining 250 leaf pieces per female

in nest tunnels with large diameters 
females may line the walls with different 

amounts of loam (strohm unpubl. 
observations)

nest plug 150 leaf pieces per female About 250 mg (ivanov 2006)

cell partitions

187+51.5 mg per partition 
2337 mg of loam, per nest 

(strohm et al. 2002)
70-130 mg (ivanov 2006)

nest provisions 80% pollen and 20% nectar,  
to 35% pollen and 64% nectar

217 mg per cell, mostly pollen, 
2-4% nectar
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figure 5.5a and b

alFalFa leaFcUtter Bee nest “plUGs” and 
evidence oF leaF sections cUt and Used By 
LEAFCUTTER bEES 

figure 5.6

ALFALFA LEAFCUTTER bEE SEALING ThE 
ENTRANCE TO A NEST TUNNEL 
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daily ForaGinG patterns
Megachilid bees are prodigious foragers. A female alfalfa leafcutter bee is estimated to have a 

rate of flower visitation ten times faster than honey bees at alfalfa flowers. (Krunic et al. 1995). 

typically, 10 to 15 flowers of alfalfa are visited per foraging flight (pinzauti 2000). leafcutter 

bees may forage during cooler and wetter weather than honey bees, as well as both earlier and 

later in the day (vicens and bosch 2000).

Alfalfa leafcutter bee males and females are inactive at temperatures lower than 20°C and 

reach maximum flight activity at around 30°C. females normally continue to visit alfalfa flowers 

even at temperatures of 40°C. similarly, for red mason bees, nesting activity is considerably 

reduced on days with a maximum temperature less than 20°C (strohm et al. 2002), but some 

activity continues to about 15°C (strohm, unpublished data). 

the female red mason bee forages from early morning until dusk. it has been estimated that 

females need about six and a half hours to provision and seal a brood cell; five hours are spent 

foraging and storing provisions, with the remainder spent foraging for loam and constructing the 

cell partition. A female makes on average 18 foraging trips to gather pollen and nectar, each trip 

lasting 13 minutes. storage of one provision load takes only about a minute. twelve foraging 

trips are needed, on average, to gather the loam for a cell partition. each trip lasts about two 

minutes and a female brings 18 mg loam per trip to the nest. An average mass of 187 mg loam 

is used for one cell partition (strohm et al. 2002). 

pollen collection/consumption
strohm et al. (2002) quantify red mason bee nest provision parameters. Weighing the nests 

before and after a female had deposited provisions, they quantify the provisions brought to a 

nest per foraging trip, per brood cell, per day, and throughout the season. one trip results in a 

mean of 13.5 ± 4.3 mg (n = 56) of pollen and nectar. the total average mass of provisions for one 

brood cell was 217 ± 85 mg (n = 49), but size of provision mass differed significantly between 

male (163 ± 44.2 mg) and female progeny (306 ± 48.9 mg).

nectar collection/consumption
strohm et al. (2002) note that nectar makes up only a small portion of the provision mass for the 

red mason bee, from two to four percent, thus it might be assumed that most nectar collected 

is consumed by an adult bee either male or female. 

by contrast, Klostermeyer et al. (1973) find that the composition of the provisions differs 

considerably in the alfalfa leafcutter bee. they find that bees carry provision loads equivalent 
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to 23 percent of their body weight (average 35 mg), and bring in about 80 percent pollen and 

20 percent nectar on the first load of provisions, gradually increasing the amount of nectar in 

subsequent loads. the final loads are almost entirely nectar, resulting in provisions composed of 

65 percent nectar and 35 percent pollen.

Foraging range from the nest
bees are “central-place foragers”, and pinzauti (2000) suggests that flight ranges of alfalfa 

leafcutter bees are short enough that maximum pollination service is realized by placing bee 

nests no more than 300 m from each other, anticipating a foraging range of 150-200 m. sheffield 

et al. (2008b) suggest that floral resources at 600 m from an established nest are beyond the 

foraging range for most female Osmia lignaria. Maccagnani et al. (2003) find evidence that Osmia 

cornuta, in italy, forage up to 400 m from its nest.

crop/host plant preferences
Megachilid bees are somewhat specialized in their forage plant preferences, compared to other 

important crop pollinators. Many osmiine megachilids depend on a narrow range of plant species 

for pollen (Westrich, 1989). fifty-five percent of the Central european osmiine bees are thought 

to be pollen specialists at the level of plant genus or plant family (Müller et al. 1997), prefering  

flowers of Asteraceae and fabaceae. Crop-pollinating megachilids will often forage a range of 

plant species outside of crop bloom, but with some clear preferences. Known megachilid crop 

pollinators, crops they are known to pollinate, and their distributions are given in table 5.4. 

surprisingly, a large proportion of provisions used by O. bicornis (rufa) may consist of oak pollen, 

a nectarless, wind-pollinated species. in other localities the predominant pollen sources are 

apple and oilseed rape (radmacher and strohm 2010; strohm unpublished data). 

Megachilids are documented as pollinators of cranberries (Megachile addenda, M. rotundata), 

coffee (M. frontalis), alfalfa, chillies and peppers, soybeans, broad beans, (M. rotundata), 

raspberries, loganberries, blackberries (Osmia aglaia, O. cornuta), strawberries, (O. cornuta), 

rapeseed, mustard seed, turnip rape, canola (O. lignaria), apples (O. lignaria, O. bicornis (rufa)), 

apricots, cherries, plums, nectarines, peaches, mirabelle, sloe (O. lignaria) and blueberries 

(O. lignaria, O. ribifloris). further details are provided in table 5.4.

in nova scotia, in 2002, sheffield et al. (2008b) record the foraging resources of orchard 

mason bees during and surrounding apple flowering. prior to and during the early apple bloom, 
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the garden yellowrocket (Barbarea vulgaris, brassicaceae) constitutes most (72.3 percent) of the 

pollen collected at one site, with apple (7.9 percent) and dandelion (Taraxacum, Asteraceae  – 

7.7 percent) contributing smaller amounts. during full to late bloom at this site, 76.1 percent of 

pollen collected is apple, lupine (11.0 percent), dandelion (2.1 percent) and several unidentified 

types. At another site, apple accounts for 93.6 percent of collected pollen. following apple 

flowering, orchard-associated legumes such as lupine account for 95.6 percent of pollen in one 

year and 90.7 percent in another.

table 5.4

meGachilid crop pollinators, distriBUtions, and associations 

CROP POLLINATOR crop pollinated distriBUtion OThER ASSOCIATIONS
megachile addenda, 
a leafcutter bee

Cranberries 
(Vaccinium macrocarpon, 

V. oxycoccos)

north America A pollinator of Diervilla 
lonicera (Caprifoliaceae); 

Psoralea onobrychis; 
groundnut, Arachis hypogaea 

(fabaceae)

megachile frontalis, 
a leafcutter bee

Coffee, arabica 
(Coffea arabica); coffee, robusta 

(C. canephora)

southeast Asia and 
Australasia

forages a wide range of forest 
and forest-edge flowers

megachile rotundata, 
an alfalfa bee

Alfalfa (Medicago sativa); chiles and 
peppers (Capsicum annuum var. annuum; 

C. frutescens); cranberries (Vaccinium 
macrocarpon, V. oxycoccos); soybeans 

(Glycine max); broad beans (Vicia faba)

europe and north 
Africa, eastwards to the 
Caucasus, central and 

eastern Asia. introduced 
to north and south 

America and new zealand.

A polylectic species, with a 
preference for Asteraceae and 
fabaceae pollen; in the us 

almost specializing on alfalfa 
blossoms.

osmia aglaia, 
a mason bee

raspberries (Rubus idaeus); loganberry 
(R. loganobaccus); blackberry (R. plicatus)

north America not known

osmia cornuta, 
european orchard bee

strawberries (Fragaria × ananassa); almonds 
(Prunus dulcis); raspberries (Rubus idaeus); 
loganberry (R. loganobaccus); blackberry 

(R. plicatus)

Widespread in south, 
central and eastern 

europe, with the range 
extending eastwards 

into central Asia, north 
Africa and the levant. 
it is adventive in north 

America.

A broadly polylectic 
species, known to forage 
on Asteraceae, fabaceae, 

rosaceae including apples, 
prunes and pears. Maccagnani 
et al. (2002), however, found 
only pollen of Pyrus in nests 
of Osmia cornuta near pear 

orchards.

osmia lignaria,  
Blue orchard bee

rapeseed; oilseed rape (Brassica napus 
napus); mustard seed (B. nigra, B. juncea, 

Sinapis alba alba); turnip rape; canola 
(B. rapa rapa); apples (Malus domestica); 

apricots (P. armeniaca); cherries (P. avium, 
P. cerasus); plums (P. domestica domestica); 

nectarines (P. persica nucipersica); 
peaches (P. persica persica); greengage; 

mirabelle; sloe (Prunus spinosa); blueberries 
(Vaccinium angustifolium, V. corymbosum,  

V. pallidum); bilberry (V. myrtillus)

north America A broadly polylectic species, 
known to forage on fabaceae, 

rosaceae among others.
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CONCLUSIONS
natural history information on seasonal patterns of megachilids visiting crops has thus far 

been recorded in north America and europe, although megachilid bees are abundant elsewhere 

and in tropical zones. there is a lack of understanding of their seasonal patterns under many 

conditions. the same is largely true for reproductive rates and foraging patterns with respect to 

pollen, nectar and nesting material. 

from what is known regarding well studied northern hemisphere species of leafcutter bees, 

they may be particularly exposed to pesticides when gathering a wide range of material in 

agicultural environments. their foraging time throughout a day is probably longer than that of 

honey bees, and they may be more tolerant of cold conditions. being more specialized than honey 

bees on particular plant species, it appears that females will concentrate on gathering pollen 

from massively flowering but short-blooming species such as apple, pear and oilseed rape, so that 

any pesticides applied to these crops during the bloom will surely be found in the bees’ pollen 

masses. the active life span of osmiine bees is not much longer than the fruit tree bloom. the 

pesticides applied during the bloom period will affect them heavily at the peak of their activity.

Contaminated soil or leaves may potentially impact these bees as much as pesticides landing 

on flowers. Clearly the basic good practice of avoiding pesticide risk to pollinators applies well 

to megachilid bees: no pesticide application during bloom, and avoidance of agrochemicals 

that are particularly toxic to bees. As already mentioned, the need to avoid drift and spray of 

biocides on non-targets is also critical for megachilids. equally, use of pesticides in gardens and 

for landscaping purposes may affect the leafcutter and mason bees when they have prolonged 

contact with leaves gathered for nesting purposes. the value of available floral resources, before 

and after crop blooms, to produce healthy, abundant bees is evident, e.g. from studies on orchard 

mason bees in Canada. such practices might offset losses due to agrochemicals. 
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Pollinator-dependent crops: kiwi, above; onion (seed), below. © illustrations by g. Joseph



Top: Agopostemon; bottom: Augochorella. © illustrations by steve buchanan, reproduced with permission from Moisset and buchmann 2012
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ChApter 6
sweat Bees (halictidae): 
nAturAl history And 
pestiCide eXposure 
dino J. Martins

introdUction
halictidae are a diverse and widespread family, found in all terrestrial biogeographic regions 

of the world. they are known as “sweat bees” from the habit of seeking salts from perspiration 

on humans and domestic animals, though this behaviour is not limited to halictids and found 

in several other bees including members of the Megachilidae and Apidae. in some temperate 

habitats halictids may nearly dominate the bee fauna, less abundant only than the honey bee 

(Michener 2000).

there are over 4 000 described species of these “short-tongued” bees1. halictids are small 

to medium-sized (table 6.1), many with metallic blue or green coloration, often in bands 

across the abdomen. Many also are black and brown and often have metallic hues, or bands 

of pale hairs. the four subfamilies of halictidae are rophitinae, nomiinae, halictinae and 

nomioidinae (Michener 2000; borror et al. 1989).

1  http://www.discoverlife.org/mp/20q?guide=Apoidea_species&flags=hAs
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table 6.1

averaGe Body mass (live weiGht) oF halictidae

SPECIES COUNTRY averaGe Body weiGht REFERENCE

nomia melanderi ‘alkali bee’ usA
Males: 96.8 mg (15.8 s.d.)

females: 83.0 mg (14.4 s.d.)
(rust 2006)

nomioides variegatus france
Male: 2.56 mg

female: 2.80 mg
(note that these are dry weights)

(rust et al. 2004)

halictus rubicundus the netherlands
Male pupae: 0.063 g (0.003 s.d.) 

female pupae: 0.082 g 
(0.0006 s.d.)

(hogendoorn and leys 1997)

h. ligatus Canada
Males: 6.59 mg (1.08 s.d.) 

females: 5.64 mg (1.14 s.d.)
(note that these are dry weights)

(richards and packer 1994)

natUral history oF halictidae in relation to 
ForaGinG and pollination
given the high diversity within halictidae, it is not surprising that their foraging habits are 

varied. Most are not well studied, but among species that are better researched is the alkali 

bee (Nomia melanderi). it has been recorded visiting flowers in 48 genera within 21 families, 

with a predominance of fabaceae and Asteraceae (rust 2006). Although they are important 

pollinators for some crops and are managed for alfalfa pollination (Cane 2008), halictids 

depend strongly on native flowers and can be fairly selective, or even restricted to certain 

small plant groups. 

halictids appear to be most active in flight (during sunny periods), as are many bees (Martins 

2003; Klein et al. 2007; Williams et al. 2010, 2011). in some species the males appear to visit 

flowers later in the day and sometimes spend the night in the flowers (pers. obs.). this needs 

to be taken into consideration in assessing pesticide exposure. furthermore, some halictids are 

nocturnal or crepuscular. because pesticide application regimes often focus on those periods to 

avoid poisoning the diurnal bees, this part of halictid biology should be seriously considered, 

especially in subtropical and tropical habitats.

halictids are highly seasonal (rust 2006; schwarz et al. 2007). Many species are adapted to 

synchronized seasonal emergence or sharp population peaks, followed by intensive foraging, 

and provisioning of brood cells. their limited flight periods and foraging patterns make them 

especially vulnerable to pesticide exposure in both temperate and tropical ecosystems, if, of 

course, pesticide exposure coincides with their activity. in seasonal tropical dryland ecosystems 

that experience distinct wet and dry seasons, many solitary bee species have synchronised adult 
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emergence and foraging patterns (roubik 1989; Martins 2003). At such times, even a single 

major exposure during the foraging and brood provisioning period can be devastating. better 

data on these life history patterns, in different environments, would inform pesticide application 

calendars and additional human factors that impact wild bees (Winfree et al. 2009).

there are not much data available on the number of days per season in which halictids 

forage. however, alkali bee research suggests a wide range of foraging patterns in different 

environments. bees in warmer environments may forage over a longer time period, while those 

in more temperate areas are more restricted and therefore potentially more vulnerable — when 

pesticide application coincides with their foraging. studies suggest large differences in the 

number of days halictids spend foraging in a season, even in a relatively uniform climatic period. 

for example, in a study of Halictus rubicundus in the netherlands, those halictids were found to 

be a single generation (univoltine) in cooler areas and bivoltine (two broods a year) at more 

sheltered sites (hogendoorn and leys 1997). the two bee populations were only 150 km apart. 

similar patterns are observed in studies of Halictus rubicundus in new york, usA, where variation 

in the number of broods and environmental effects on male production are documented by 

yanege (1988-1993).

there are some data that demonstrate the effects of pesticides on the alkali bee. it is the 

only species of halictid for which controlled, tested pesticide exposure information is available 

(Johansen and eves 1963; torchio 1973). in standardized ld50 trials the alkali bee was tested with 

ddt, toxaphene and parathion. this halictid is the most susceptible species to these three chemicals 

(the other two species being instead tested were honey bees and the alfalfa leafcutter bee, 

Megachile rotundata). the alkali bee is, however, less susceptible to phosmamidion, dimethoate 

and malathion (torchio 1973). the ld50 data from the study are presented in table 6.2.

halictids have been widely observed to include species that are oligolectic (figures 6.1 and 

6.3). they specialize on pollen from a limited number of plant families and even just a few 

species. for example, Systropha feed primarily on Convolvulaceae while a Xeralictus appears 

oligolectic on Mentzelia (loasaceae), found in southwestern usA (Michener 2000).

in the dry areas of eastern Africa, halictids have been widely recorded as abundant and 

frequent flower visitors. some are only observed on a few species of flowers, while others 

are consummate generalists that visit many of the available flower species. Lasioglossum are 

common visitors and pollinators of Barleria and other Acanthaceae. Pseudapis are widely seen 

visiting the flowers of Aloe to collect pollen during the protandrous (pollen-only) floral phase, 

and are an important pollinator of Indigofera (d. Martins, unpublished data). Nomioides can 

seasonally be among the most abundant bee visitors to wildflowers in france (rust et al. 2004); 
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in east Africa they visit Acacia (Martins 2003) and are found on Heliotropium zeylanicum, Tribulus 

and Argemone mexicana (pers. obs.). Nomia (subgenus Lipotriches) has been recorded on many 

different plants, including Acacia in east Africa, and flowering grasses and sedges (bogdan 1962; 

immelman and eardley 2000; gemmill and Martins 2003).

Many halictids opportunistically forage on invasive and weedy species like Argemone that 

may be targets for control or removal/eradication. the management of such weedy species 

with herbicides needs to be carefully evaluated, especially in environments where they are a 

significant proportion of the alternative nectar resources available to halictids.

the main crops of interest where halictids have been studied or managed are alfalfa (Medicago 

sativa) and to a lesser extent vegetables managed for seed (baird et al. 1991), such as onion 

(Allium cepa). Macronomia rufipes is a specialized pollinator on eggplant (Solanum melongena) 

in east Africa (gemmill-herren and ochieng 2008). Lipotriches and Halictus are also common buzz 

pollinators (bees that vibrate their flight muscles to sonicate anthers and thereby release pollen 

from a pore at the anther tip) on eggplant and other members of the solanaceae in east Africa. 

halictids contribute to the pollination of watermelon (Citrullus lanatus) both in the usA and east 

Africa (Kremen et al. 2002; njoroge et al. 2004). Halictus tripartatus pollinates watermelon in the 

western usA where it is also a pollinator of prickly pear (Opuntia; parfitt 1980). Lasioglossum has 

table 6.2

experimental ld50 scores For the halictid Bee, nomiA melAnderi

pesticide tested ld50 oBserved in nomia melanderi

ddt (93%) 0.0074

toxaphene (71%) 0.0023

mevinphos (75%) 0.0022

trichlorfon (45.3%) 0.0465

oxydementonmethyl (50%) 0.0082

demeton (99%) 0.0260

tepp (100%) 0.0032

naled (64.5%) 0.0016

parathion (95%) 0.0015

diazinon (48%) 0.0020

dieldrin (17. 9%) 0.0023

dimethoate (46%) 0.0021

malathion (57%) 0.0036

phosphamidon (80%) 0.0054

dicrotophos (90%) 0.0010
  

source: torchio, 1973
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figure 6.1

halictidae ForaGinG in Kenya

(a) nomia sp. on flowers of eggplant (Solanum melongena), Baringo, Kenya; (b) lipotriches sp. approaching 
a flower of Solanum incanum, laikipia, Kenya; (c) halictus (Seladonia) sp. on asteracae flowers, laikipia, 
Kenya; and (d) Systropha sp. visiting a flower of ipomea, mogotio, north rift, Kenya
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been recorded on sunflower (Helianthus annuas) and apple (Malus). the mining bees Homalictus 

are pollinators of Macadamia nuts (Macadamia ternifola; free 1993). halictids are also known to 

contribute to blueberry pollination (isaacs and Kirk 2010).

the foraging ranges of halictid species should be correlated with their relatively small 

size (greenleaf et al. 2007), but remain unknown. from observations on farming and dryland 

systems in eastern Africa, it appears that many tropical dryland halictid species have fairly 

restricted foraging ranges (Martins 2003). on small scale or subsistence farms, often rich in 

halictid species, pesticide exposure needs to be limited through understanding and managing 

bees more directly than in larger-scale more commercially developed farming systems, because 

small-scale farms often have more of an ‘edge’ in terms of being adjacent to natural habitat 

or fallow areas where halictids are likely to be nesting/foraging. Many halictids also spend 

extensive periods resting on foliage between foraging bouts. this, too, is important to consider 

in assessing pesticide exposure risk, since foliage may retain residues or metabolites that 

could be harmful to bees.

natUral history oF halictids in relation to Brood care
An important aspect of halictid biology for assessing the risks of pesticide exposure is the 

diverse sociality in this family (packer et al. 2007). the halictidae include solitary species 

that can nest either alone (dispersed), or in aggregations. there are also some social species, 

including small colonies that are considered parasocial, subsocial and quasisocial and persist 

up to several months. the degree of sociality in some groups appears to be influenced strongly 

by environmental conditions and this is of particular relevance in agroecosystems where such 

environmental conditions are modified or extended by various farming practices (borror et al. 

1989; roubik, 1989, 2012). for example, modification by agricultural practices could take the 

form of creating areas of bare ground with greater sun exposure lead to higher success for social 

species that develop nest aggregations.

eusocial species of halictids have perennial colonies lasting 4 to 5 years. these communal 

nesters have workers that share responsibility for rearing offspring (sisters) with a gyne (female 

reproductive) laying eggs that develop into new workers, males and future queens.

one general trend observed of halictids is that eusocial species are more widespread and 

successful. for example, Halictus ligatus and Lasioglossum malachurum are two strictly eusocial 

species in temperate europe and north America. there they are among the most successful of 

bees, when measured in terms of both abundance and diversity of habitats occupied (Michener 

2000). they have reduced breeding seasons in a ‘delayed eusociality’ system where queens 
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and workers overwinter, then emerge in the following spring to produce brood. Queens and 

workers thus emerge early in the season as mature adults and begin to forage. this extends their 

potential exposure to many pesticides (schwarz et al. 2007), and their food resources need to be 

free of potential contamination across seasons. 

halictid diversity, and the difference in life history between solitary and social species, 

remain to be studied in greater detail, in order to better understand pesticide exposure risks.

natUral history oF halictids in relation to 
nestinG resoUrces and reprodUction
nesting patterns and nest-site choice are of particular relevance for halictidae, in relation to 

their pesticide exposure. halictid species typically nest in burrows, either in soil or in dead 

wood. earth banks, sheltered rocks and bare or level ground can often hold aggregations of 

nests, and these appear to be used by sequential bee generations (roubik 1989; Michener 

2000). large nest aggregations correspond to specific soil moisture, ph and drainage 

conditions. those nesting aggregations are of special concern. localized sub-populations at 

these sites may number in the thousands, and exposure could impact a large portion of those 

pollinators (figure 6.2).

Alkali bees are managed using artificial nesting sites to enhance alfalfa pollination (torchio 

1973; Wilchens et al. 1992; rust 2006). every attempt needs to be made to prevent pesticide 

run-offs into such halictid nest aggregations. 

there are major gaps in basic life history information for many bees. the halictidae span a 

wide range of social behavioral strategies (sakagami and Michener 1962). they include variation 
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figure 6.2

GroUnd nestinG site oF solitary Bees (AndrenA vArgA) 
aGGreGated in a small area
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figure 6.3

small solitary Bees in Kenya

(a) lipotriches sp. resting on a leaf of Solanum incanum in between foraging, laikipia, Kenya; (b) nomioides 
sp. on a flower of tribulus terrestris, south turkwel, turkana, Kenya; (c) long-faced bee, thrincostoma sp. 
resting on a leaf at forest edge, Kakamega Forest, Kenya; and (d) long-faced bee, thrincostoma sp. foraging 
on a flower of Justicia flava, Kakamega Forest, Kenya
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in the number of individuals housed in a nest as well as variation in division of labor in castes. 

this is further embellished by both interspecific and intraspecific variability (richards 2000; 

soucy and danforth 2002; Michener 1974; Wcislo et al. 1993). studies continue to uncover 

examples of sociality in halictids. for instance, communal nesting in the south African Patellapis, 

a diverse genus, was recently described (timmerman and Kuhlmann 2008). 

the sharing of nests, the sometimes large nest aggregations, and sharing of food between 

nest-mates all raise the issue of potentially multiplying the effect of a single foragers’ exposure 

to pesticides — to multiple individuals. the implications for sociality and exposure in halictids 

are outlined below. 

sociality, Brood care and GreGarioUs Behavior, and 
implications For exposUre in halictids
|| single foragers return to nests where they may share nectar with multiple brood or nest mates 

through regurgitation (trophallaxis). they may also share pollen food, which potentially 

extends exposure of one individual to many.

|| shared food resources in a single nest aggregation or single nest potentially concentrate 

residues. Concentration levels that might be below those considered detrimental in the 

environment, or in crop fields, may be augmented within the nest, due to storage of both 

pollen and nectar (richards and packer 1994).

|| foragers may also share nest-building materials, even where actual brood food resources are 

not shared. glandular secretions or gathered materials for construction of, for example, the 

lining of the nest tunnel walls, may be exposed and thus extend exposure to other individuals.

|| Aggregated nests at the edges of fields are directly vulnerable, with serious consequences for 

exposure at a local population level. for example, bees in east Africa nest alongside ‘bomas’ 

(traditional livestock enclosures), often sprayed or treated for ticks, biting flies, etc.

|| sociality typically goes hand-in-hand with multivoltine (multiple generations per season or 

year) life history and this expands both active season and total exposure.

|| sociality influences the volume of pollen consumed by different kinds of brood. some 

halictids have caste-variation in larval size and development. typically the largest larvae 

become reproductive individuals. therefore, exposure to even small amounts of residues has 

the potential to affect the next generation and number of reproducing individuals, although 

this needs more study (richards and packer 1994; hogendoorn and leys 1997).
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CONCLUSIONS
there is a deficiency in the information on both the direct and the multiplied or ‘downstream’ 

effects of exposure to pesticides among halictids, which remains to be addressed. Management 

techniques used for honey bees could be extended for use with halictids, but halictid sociality 

is more varied, and nest sites and aggregations may be unrecognized within agroecological 

landscapes. in small-scale intensive farming, farmers could use the following basic questions 

as a guide to managing their pesticide use, so as limit the potential exposure of halictid bees:

|| What are the seasonal patterns of bee foraging in relation to the crop calendar? A calendar of 

crop phenology and spraying regimes needs to be developed alongside that of bee abundance, 

seasonality, flower visitation and nesting pattern.

|| Where in the landscape are nest aggregations and other resources relevant to both solitary 

and social species? limiting or preventing exposure at these sites is a key component for 

protecting the bees.

|| What happens to residues on leaves, drainage ditches and in soils? potential ways of mitigating 

such exposure is through careful spraying regimes, strict adherence to manufacturer user 

guidelines and working with extension agents and agro-chemical suppliers for up-to-date 

information.

critical gaps in knowledge about halictids:
|| there are no measurements or direct data on the toxicity of pesticides to halictids, for most 

if not all widely-used chemicals and their formulations. Work with known crop pollinators can 

be matched with studies of wild halictids under different pesticide exposure regimes.

|| More detailed studies are needed of aggregated/communal nest sites. for example, what 

factors guide bees to select certain sites? information on such criteria will enable farmers to 

manage landscapes for halictids more effectively.

|| More information is needed on floral calendars and flower species used by halictid bees when 

foraging away from crop fields.

|| More study is also needed on details of the general biology and foraging patterns of tropical 

halictids, both in wet and dry environments.

management practices that can reduce risks to halictids:
|| identify halictids as a component of wild bee fauna on crops and as important pollinators.

|| Avoid spraying crop field edges, compacted earth sites, sheltered banks.

|| Map and protect aggregated/communal nest sites.
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|| Construct and protect artificial nest sites for communal species.

|| develop spraying regimes that avoid critical foraging periods to limit direct exposure of 

adults to toxins — in particular avoid spraying flowers. take into consideration exposure 

routes, through direct action of active ingredients as well as though secondary metabolites.
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Underground features of the nest of a mining bee (e.g. diadasia or Mellisodes). Cells show larvae feeding upon bright orange pollen 
masses.
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ChApter 7
assessment oF larGe Bee 
(XylocopA and AmegillA) 
exposUre to pesticides
Mary W. gikungu

introdUction
the large, communal and social carpenter bees of the genus Xylocopa (Xylocopinae: Xylocopini) 

and the solitary bees of the genus Amegilla (Apinae: Anthophorini) are extremely active 

and noticeable bees on farms. they both are capable of buzz pollinating —a mechanism 

involving vibration of flowers— to obtain pollen, making them pollinators of crops requiring 

this mechanism, including tomatoes and chilli peppers. both bees are important in crop 

pollination, particularly in tropical areas as the production of horticultural crops increases.

Most investigation of pesticide impact on pollinators comes from studies using honey 

bees, Apis mellifera. there is thus considerable information on the foraging behavior of social 

bees and their risk of exposure to pesticides (rortais et al. 2005; desneux et al. 2007). in 

contrast, studies on solitary bee exposure to pesticides are few, despite a growing awareness 

of pesticide impact that affects them (brittain et al. 2010; Williams et al. 2010). As a general 

rule, it has been suggested that solitary bees may be more vulnerable to chemical exposure 

due to their small body size, short foraging range (less than 500 m for the majority) and 

plant resource specialization. however, Xylocopa, which has small colonies of a female and 

her brood, and Amegilla, among other bees, are quite large; thus the general rules for smaller 

or less social bees often do not apply well to them. the possible pesticide exposure risks of 

these larger bees merit careful consideration, some of which is supplied here.
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there are indications that larger bees (with relatively small surface area to volume ratios) 

are less vulnerable to chemical exposure than smaller bees (fischer and Moriarty 2011). this 

insight is gained from their considerably larger mass compared to their ‘exposed’ surface area. 

the expectation is that their direct contact, and even ingestion of pesticides would have better 

chances of detoxification, given greater capacity inherent in larger body size. however, this 

postulated mechanism may be only true for a particular exposure incidence. 

larger bees generally live for a few months or more, thereby outliving an individual crop or 

wild plant blooming period, and also many other kinds of bees, including honey bee workers. in 

addition, they may fly large distances in search of floral resources and nesting sites. in this way, 

the total exposure for an individual bee, over time and space may be greater than for smaller bees, 

and exposure to pesticides may be relatively great. however, large bees forage over comparatively 

larger areas than smaller bees, and this may actually result in diluting their exposure to food or 

areas contaminated with chemicals and thus reducing their exposure compared to smaller bees. 

ForaGinG, nestinG and provisioninG Behavior oF XylocopA 

seasonality and life cycles of xylocopa
there are about 400 species of Xylocopa (large carpenter bees) which inhabit a broad range 

of ecosystems in the tropics, subtropics and temperate regions of the world. Carpenter bees 

live up to three years, and have the potential for multiple annual generations and maintaining 

small colonies. When brood emerge those adults frequently stay within the parental nest, and 

females sometimes mate and then initiate their own tunnels in the same branch or tree trunk. 

because they make tunnels in non-living wood with a fairly low moisture content, they are often 

residents of commercial timber and often, large buildings. the number of bee generations per 

year varies with climatic factors, from one to around four (bonelli 1976). the same female can 

produce successive broods in one season (gerling et al. 1989).

there are distinct aspects of Xylocopa life cycles that may lead to predictions of vulnerability 

to pesticide exposure. specifically, there may be a considerable amount of food sharing within a 

nest, through rudimentary sociality. in nesting cycles, there is an extended period of reproductive 

quiescence in which brothers and sisters stay in the nest; this may be during the dry season in 

the tropics, or in cooler months in temperate regions (gerling et al. 1989), and may last up to 

eight months. young males of some species may solicit, and be fed, regurgitated nectar from 

their sisters, for example in X. caffra in Africa (o’toole and raw 1999). Among X. pubescens in 



93

pollinAtor sAfety in AgriCulture

israel, it has been noted that when there is more than one generation in a year, some of the 

daughters remain in the nest. they will guard the nest while the mother forages, but upon her 

return they may force her to feed them nectar, through a process called trophallaxis (o’toole and 

raw 1999). bees that guard nests, and young adults, may also feed on pollen brought to the nest 

to provision brood cells (gerling et al. 1989). in this way, contaminants brought to the nest by 

some foragers may be shared within a colony.

Most carpenter bees have two to four brood cycles per year. for example, ethiopian X. combusta 

shows up to four yearly brood cycles corresponding to two generations (bonelli, 1976). beeson 

(1938) also made similar observations of X. latipes. Around lake victoria in east Africa Anzenberger 

(1977) found that X. nigrita, X. flavorufa, and X. caffra have two broods per year. 

in general, the life span of an adult bee is terminated when her brood emerge as adults 

(roubik 1989), but the emerging adults of Xylocopa may remain in the parental nest and assist 

long-lived mothers, and siblings, to provision cells. 

Foraging characteristics
Xylocopines may be long-lived not just as adults, but also as immatures that have a two- to 

three-year lifespan. roubik (1989) suggests that with their long life spans and slow metabolic 

rates during adult diapause, they are able to endure dearth periods of low resource availability. 

When flowers do become available in large number as in the general flowering period in the 

southeast Asian dipterocarp forests, they appear able to rapidly build up population levels. 

bursts in reproductive and foraging activity may consequently shorten the life spans of the 

population, with the result that mortality may be higher during and just after mass blooming 

periods. Whether there are population peaks at times of mass flowering crops is not established 

in the literature.

the flight ranges of xylocopines are amongst the greatest of all bees. female Xylocopa have 

been released at distances from 5 to 12 kilometers from their nests and have successfully 

returned home (balduf 1962; Kapil and dhaliwal 1969); the latter authors estimate that indian 

species of Xylocopa may fly as far as 20 km. recently, the flight ranges of female Xylocopa in 

Kenya were measured directly up to 6 km, from bees fitted with tiny radio transmitters (pasquet 

et al. 2008). With such large flight ranges, most foraging is unlikely to take place close to nests, 

particularly where there are nesting aggregations. roubik (1989) estimates that for bees with 

a maximum flight range of 20 km, peak foraging could be expected to occur between 6.7 and 

10 km from the nest.
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With long life spans and wide foraging ranges, Xylocopa are typically generalists 

(polylectic), feeding from a great diversity of plant species (figure 7.1a and b). A carpenter 

bee in the galapagos islands (where there are no other bees to compete with) was recorded 

visiting 160 species in 28 different plant families (linsley et al. 1966). Most species are 

diurnal, but the subgenus Nyctomelitta has species that forage at night, and some xylocopines 

forage mainly at dusk. they may visit a broad range of flowers even within a single a day. 

for example, Xylocopa gualeanensis in Costa rica was observed foraging on at least three 

different plant species, with peaks at different times, from sunrise to 4 p.m. (sage 1968). 

Another species, X. frontalis, found in Central and south America has been recorded on the 

following plant species: Helianthus annuus (Asteraceae); Tabebuia chrysotricha (bignoniaceae); 

Senna macranthera (Caesalpiniaceae); Canavalia paraguariensis; Phaseolus vulgaris (fabaceae); 

Sinningia macrostachya (gesneriaceae); Leonurus sibiricus (lamiaceae); Tibouchina gracilis 

(Melastomataceae); Melia azedarach (Meliaceae); Passiflora caerulea (passifloraceae); Serjania 

meridionalis (sapindaceae); Styrax leprosus (styracaceae); Aloysia gratissima; and Stachytarpheta 

cayennensis (verbenaceae) (schlindwein 2003). 

As noted above, Xylocopa are widely documented for their role in crop pollination systems, 

especially in the tropics. Xylocopa aestuans is recorded foraging from the sword bean, horse 

bean and other Canavalia in southeast Asia (gross 1993). Xylocopa dejeanii and X. aestuans are 

recorded on coffee (Coffea canephora) as part of a suite of wild bee species providing pollination 

services in the indo-Malayan region (Klein et al. 2003). studies in brazil record X. frontalis 

and X. suspecta pollinating passion fruit (Passiflora edulis) (schlindwein 2003). in the West 

indies Xylocopa mordax is the major pollinator of yellow passionfruit (Passiflora edulis flavicarpa) 

(Corbet and Wilmer 1980). in east Africa Xylocopa forage from pigeon peas (Cajanus cajan), where 

they are one of the most abundant visitors (Martins 2006) and they also play an important role 

in the pollination of cowpea (Vigna) in the region (pasquet et al. 2008), eggplant (Solanum 

melongena) (gemmill-herren and ochieng 2008) and watermelon (Citrullus lanatus) (njoroge et 

al. 2004). in addition, in tropical Asia they are pollinators of the neotropical spice plant, Bixa 

orellana (bixaceae) (d. W. roubik, pers. comm.).

floral resources and weather are the key determinants of bee foraging behavior. in tropical 

and subtropical ecosystems most Xylocopa are active throughout the year, although levels of 

activity are constrained by weather conditions on any particular day. According to pasquet et al. 

(2008), foraging distances of Xylocopa become shorter than the maximum flight range during 

adverse weather conditions. even where floral resources are available bees are found to fly for 

short distances in poor weather conditions (roubik 1989).
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figure 7.1a

XylocopA inconStAnS ForaGinG on a piGeon pea (cAJAnuS cAJAn) in tanzania

figure 7.1b

XylocopA sp. ForaGinG on lAgenAriA SicerAriA at the edGe oF a Farm in KaJiado, Kenya
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As mentioned, many Xylocopa forage long hours throughout a day, including at dusk and 

dawn in tropical areas (roubik 1989) and some species have even been recorded foraging and 

pollinating at night. Heterophragma quadrihculare is a self-incompatible tree pollinated at night 

by the carpenter bee Xylocopa (Mesotrichia) tenuiscapa in india (somanathan and borges 2001).

foraging activity shows a distinct pattern, often peaking in the morning and late afternoon 

(figure 7.2). large carpenter bees do not generally forage at temperatures below 12°C, but do 

appear able to remain active, hovering and foraging at high temperature between 35-40°C. 

Xylocopines have mechanisms both to dissipate heat generated by their flight muscles to their 

abdomen —thus permitting them to withstand often high temperatures— and to carry out pre-

flight warm-up movements (heinrich and buchmann 1986). in the latter case, a hairless and 

otherwise poorly insulated Xylocopa was capable, through such movements, to raise its body 

temperatures by 8°C above ambient temperature, permitting early foraging on cool mornings.

A single nectar and pollen foraging trip by X. tranquebarorum, a nocturnal bee, takes about 

17 minutes, and 20 to 40 trips are required to provision one cell (Chun ling et al. 2009). 

figure 7.2

OCCURRENCE OF XylocopA torridA ON cASSiA AbbreviAtA; n = no. oF animals; t = time oF day 
(redrawn From anzenBerGer 1977)
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similarly, Anzenberger (1977) estimates collecting trips last for 15-25 minutes in a diurnal 

Xylocopa, followed by 15 minutes in the nest before flying out again. Collecting patterns seem 

to be constrained by the need to guard nests from invaders, as exposed pollen in the nest is 

attractive to many other species such as ants, which will often need to be chased out when 

a foraging bee returns. Carpenter bees that use nest entrance repellents (secretions produced 

by the bees themselves) have been observed to forage longer when compared to bees that do 

not have that ability to ward off nest predators. use of chemical repellents (made by the nest 

foundress) thus has direct influence on foraging duration, and those Xylocopa can spend more 

than 25 minutes foraging (Kapil and dhaliwal 1968).

 Male Xylocopa may delay their daily time of feeding at flowers so that morning hours can 

be spent pursuing females as they forage (louw and nicholson 1983). the male Xylocopa of 

certain species, such as X. virginica, are often found congregating around patches with rich floral 

resources, likely to be visited by females (baird 1986; barthell and baird 2004). 

provisioning rates
Carpenter bees vary in size from about 12 to 30 mm in length, and are thus medium to large 

adult bees. Average body weights drawn from the literature are given in table 7.1. foraging 

distances and trip duration have a direct and positive correlation to bee body size (gathmann 

and tscharntke 2002). because larger bees have the ability to fly longer distances (gathmann 

et al. 1994), far beyond their nests, this may increase their vulnerability to pesticide exposure. 

According to neff (2008) the amount of resource collected per hour also has a direct correlation 

with forager body weight. this implies that larger bees collect nectar and pollen loads at a far 

greater rate, compared to small bees, which may correlate to greater exposure in a given time, 

when foraging on crops exposed to pesticides.

table 7.1

sUmmary oF averaGe Body weiGht amonG XylocopA 

SPECIES COUNTRY averaGe Body weiGht REFERENCE

Xylocopa virginica usA
females: 60.3 mg
Males: 57.0 mg

gerling and herman 1978

Xylocopa virginica
Canada (ontario) - usA 

(Maryland)
females: 58.13 mg skandalis et al. 2009

Xylocopa californica usA (California) 34 to 110 mg Chappell 1982
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Carpenter bees both collect nectar and pollen through handling a flower conventionally, and 

by “nectar robbing”— creating a slit in the corolla tube or wall of the calyx to extract nectar, 

without interacting with stamens or pistils. Xylocopa, as large, strong bees, are quite capable 

of piercing a corolla or calyx wall. in the tropics particularly, a number of plant species have 

evolved structures or mechanisms to prevent nectar theft. for example, some flowering plants 

have extrafloral nectaries that attract ants, which in turn patrol the regions of the flower where 

a nectar-robbing bee would make a slit (van der pijl, 1954). 

nesting behavior
All carpenter bees build their nests in plant material, either in woody plant stems or in tree 

trunks, twigs, or structural timber (figure 7.2). Multivoltine species may make short tunnels 

with one to six cells, and then may commence to gnaw away, using their mandibles, additional 

tunnels once the first is completed; univoltine species may build and provision up to four 

tunnels in a season (gerling et al. 1989). After the tunnels have reached a minimum length of 

about 4 cm, and food plants are abundant, breeding cells are constructed within the tunnels 

(Anzenberger 1977). it is estimated that construction and provisioning of a cell requires one to 

two days during peak flowering; about five days of work are required to produce two offspring 

(Anzenberger 1977). Another calculation of the amount of foraging that a female Xylocopa 

needs to carry out to provision one nest was provided by louw and nicholson (1983). they 

observed X. capitata as it foraged almost exclusively on one plant, Virgilia divericata, and 

calculate that a female bee needs to harvest pollen and nectar from about 1 700 unvisited 

flowers to rear one offspring.

foraging duration and the quantity of pollen brought to the nest have considerable variability, 

linked to species differences, as well as availability, distance and quality of flowers (gerling et 

al. 1989). the mass of the provisions of three Xylocopa in east Africa is given in table 7.2. Khapil 

table 7.2

wEIGhTS OF XylocopA provisioninG masses

SPECIES weiGht oF provisioninG mass

Xylocopa imitator 1.2-1.3 g

Xylocopa flavorufa 2.0-2.1 g

Xylocopa nigrita 2.4-2.5 g
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and dhaliwal (1969) estimated that it takes a female X. genstrata 20.5 flights over a period of 

75 hours to provision one cell. the provision mass content has been estimated to be composed 

of 55.9 percent glucose, 3 percent saccharose, and the remainder insoluble remnants of pollen 

(for X. violaceae, florentin 1904, in Anzenberger 1977).

the preparation of bee bread in brood cells proceeds from the pollen that has been collected 

during foraging. studies show that a single female carpenter bee may make four to eight cells 

during her life (bonelli 1976; hurd and Moure 1960; Camillo and garafaro 1982). the number 

of cells provisioned will be governed by the availability of resources. the pollen mass in large 

carpenter bee nests is reported to range from 2.0-2.5 g in each cell.

once the brood cells have been completed, the female bee remains in the burrow, guarding 

the nest from invaders. she may make foraging trips two or three times per day, presumably 

feeding herself. 

pesticide exposUre roUtes For xylocopa

life cycles and exposure routes
factors that are likely to increase exposure of Xylocopa to chemicals may include their sociality. 

this could conceivably increase the level of pesticide poisoning as a result of food sharing with 

other adult and young bees present in the nest. 

As mentioned, Xylocopa males of some species, such as X. virginica, are often found congregating 

around patches with rich floral resources, likely to be visited by females (baird 1986; barthell 

and baird 2004). Avoiding pesticide application to these foraging sites would mitigate pesticide 

exposure—something that should be, but rarely is, carefully considered when supplying and 

maintaining hedgerows and floral banks near crops. 

one important aspect of Xylocopa natural history is the use and defense of mating territories 

by males. this is relevant because male carpenter bees potentially spend long periods of time 

exposed, while hovering next to their mating territory, in areas adjacent to agriculture. these 

male territorial areas can often be found at the edge of forests or of cropping systems, or other 

habitat gradients. 

Foraging exposure routes
Whether a bee is a generalist or specialist forager on flowering plants may also determine 

the level of risk of exposure to chemical pesticides. this behavior may readily change due to 

flowering or weather conditions, and the availability of flowers during one season or in one area.
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exposure through nesting resources
sequential generations of carpenter bees —which nest in wood— often return to the nesting 

sites of their mothers. this is a possible route of pesticide exposure resulting from the reuse of 

parental nest substrates that have been exposed to pesticides. reuse of parental nest substrates 

has been found to be more common in tropical bees, which produce more than one generation 

per year (roubik 1989).

ForaGinG, nestinG and provisioninG BehavioUr oF AmegillA 
there are about 250 species of Amegilla. they are medium-sized bees with most having metallic 

blue or green bands on the body. this bee genus is widely distributed and is found throughout 

Africa and Madagascar, europe and the Mediterranean basin, the Canary islands, central and 

southeast Asia, Japan and Australia. Members of this genus nest in the ground and sometimes 

form aggregations. 

the majority of Amegilla are mainly fossorial (adapted to digging and nesting underground). 

Amegilla often nest gregariously in vertical burrows in the ground or horizontally in soil 

embankments; they are also found in sandstone or artificial substrates (Michener 1960). dried 

river-banks and old clay houses are favoured nesting sites for Amegilla. in western Australia, 

A. dawsoni nests in dense aggregations in clay pans (houston 1991). in the absence of physical 

disturbances to the soil, nesting sites of blue-banded Amegilla species can persist for many 

years. they may contain thousands of cells due to the bees’ natural tendency to return to their 

natal sites (Michener 1960; Cardale 1968).

nest provisioning behaviour has been found to vary from species to species. in A. dawsoni, 

females have a well-defined brood cell cycle involving cell construction, application of cell 

linings, provisioning, egg laying and cell capping (Alcock 1999). recent studies show that 

A. dawsoni makes 6 to 26 foraging trips per day (neff 2008) while Amegilla cingulata has a 

limited foraging range of 300 m and females make on average nine foraging flights per day. 

these bees are known to commonly visit blue flowers, but also forage on other flowers, such as 

the yellow flowers of tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) (figures 7.3a and 7.3b).

in regard to crop pollination, Amegilla have the capacity to buzz-pollinate. this makes 

them effective pollinators of plants of the family solanaceae. Amegilla have been identified 

as good pollinators of crops in greenhouses. Amegilla chlorocyanea is used in Australia for the 

pollination of tomato in greenhouses where a total of 282 female nesting bees are required per 

hectare (hogendoorn 2007). two species of Amegilla are documented as principal and efficient 

pollinators of wild cardamom in india (Kuriakose et al. 2009). 
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figure 7.3a

AmegillA sp. on cAdAbA rotundifoliA, in tUrKana, northern Kenya
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figure 7.3b

tetrAloniellA sp. visitinG a Flower oF orthoSiphon, laiKipia, Kenya

©
 d

. 
M

ar
ti

ns



102

ChApter 7:  assessment oF larGe Bee (XylocopA and  AmegillA) exposUre to pesticides

pesticide exposUre roUtes For AmegillA 
Clearly any nesting aggregations of Amegilla, if found, need to be protected from pesticides. 

these bees are very active and dominant crop pollinators —estimated to pollinate, for example, 

30 percent of the crops in Australia (dollin and bartly 2000) and probably similar proportions in 

many tropical countries. thus, a focused effort to better understand their life history and avoid 

their active foraging periods when pesticides are applied would be warranted.

An example of the particular aspects of Amegilla natural history that may need special 

consideration is the behavior of the males. Male bees of the genus Amegilla sleep by clasping 

onto vegetation during the night (figure 7.4); they thus may be vulnerable to pesticide sprays 

that take place at night, even though this time of application is often recommended as a 

possible mitigation measure.

figure 7.4

sleepinG male AmegillA, Kenya 
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CONCLUSIONS
there is an urgent need to carry out more research on the pesticide exposure risk to large 

bees. data collected should furnish more details on life history, nesting and foraging behavior, 

quantify the amounts and volume of nectar and pollen load collected by an individual female, 

and establish insecticide levels in large bees and pollen provisions in bee nests, as emphasized 

in other chapters in this book. further actions should include monitoring levels of chemical 

accumulation for possible lethal and sub-lethal effects on foraging behavior. there is always the 

need to consider integrated pest Management (ipM) programmes that embrace pollinator and 

environmental protection (see Chapter 1). 

management practices that can reduce risks to Xylocopa and Amegilla 
|| identify cropping systems (for example passion fruit) where these bees play a role and 

carefully manage pesticide application. note that there is considerable variation in behaviour 

and natural history among different regions/habitats, which need to be taken into account.

|| Avoid spraying known nesting sites in dry wood or field edges with natural vegetation.

|| Map and protect aggregated/communal nest sites.

|| Construct and protect artificial nest sites for carpenter bees. this needs to be based on 

studies of their nesting biology.
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View inside a managed hive of the stingless bee Meliponula ferruginea at Kakamega Forest, Kenya before harvest of honey. In the 
foreground at the brood chambers (hidden under sheaths of involucrum), the pollen stores are in the center and the honey pots are 
located in the far end of the hive.
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AnneX 1 
aspects determininG risK oF 
pesticides to Bees: 
survey forM to estAblish A 
risK profile
in order to elaborate a risk profile for bees of pesticide use in a specific crop, information is 

needed on three aspects: (i) the toxicity of the pesticide; (ii) the probability of exposure of the 

bee to that pesticide; and (iii) the population dynamics of the bee species in question.

pesticide toxicity data have mainly been generated for the Western honey bee (Apis mellifera), 

but much less so for other Apis species or non-Apis bees (both wild and managed). increasingly, 

however, toxicity tests are being done with non-Apis mellifera species, although not all of these 

have found their way into the international published literature.

the probability and degree of exposure to pesticides depend on cropping and pesticide 

application practices, pesticide properties, attractiveness of the crop to bees, and bee biology 

(in particular phenology and behaviour). data on such aspects of exposure, for a given crop 

in a given country or region, may be available from agricultural extension services, pesticide 

registration authorities, bee experts, agronomists and environmental scientists.

finally, the population dynamics of the bee species will determine how an observed effect 

of the pesticide (either lethal or sublethal) may alter long-term survival of the population.

it is unlikely that the information listed in the questionnaire is all available from one 

institution or person in a given country. it is certainly necessary to consult with agronomists, 

extension services and farmer associations working in the focal crops to obtain cropping and 

pesticide use data, with the pesticide registration authority and research organizations to 

obtain pesticide property and toxicity data, and with bee and pollination experts to obtain bee 

biology information. All the information has been compiled into one questionnaire, however, to 

underline the interdisciplinary nature of pesticide risk assessment.

some information will be available from the published literature, other data may be obtained 

from local unpublished report or studies, or be provided through expert opinion. All such 

information can be very relevant for risk assessment and should be compiled. however, to 

be able to allow proper interpretation of the data, it is important to provide the source(s) of 

each input in the table, irrespective of whether they are published reports/articles or personal 
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communications. if data/information is unavailable or unknown, please also explicitly mention 

this, as it will help identify gaps in our knowledge. finally, it is helpful to list all the institutions 

and persons that were consulted for the assessment.

a. case identity

the assessment can be done on a country-wide basis if the cropping systems and bee complexes 

are similar throughout the country, or on a regional basis if important differences exist within 

the country.

Country:
region (optional):

Crop:
number of growing seasons 
per year: 

Main bee species/groups visiting the crop:
is species an important 
pollinator of the crop? 

1. yes/ no/ not known
2. yes/ no/ not known
3. yes/ no/ not known
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B. exposure – crop factors

Assessment of whether there is a possibility of exposure of bees to the pesticide in this crop.

this information should allow a first evaluation as to whether bees may be exposed to 

pesticides in the crop. this is the case when they are likely to be active foraging for pollen or 

(extrafloral) nectar in the crop, or when they are collecting nesting materials, when (or just 

after) pesticides are applied to that crop. bees may also be exposed if a systemic pesticide has 

been applied to a previous rotational crop. if exposure is unlikely, pesticide risk to wild bees is 

considered to be low, and obtaining information on the aspects below is not necessary.

FACTOR remarKs SOURCE OF  
inFormation
(refer to section G)

surface area under the crop Within the overall area for which the 
assessment is done

|| overall size ha

|| patchiness percent of total area with this crop

period(s) in the growing season when  
pesticides are applied to the crop:

note the month(s)/ date(s)/ or  
timing relative to emergence, flowering 
or harvest

period(s) in the year when the crop is grown: note the month(s)

period(s) in the year when the crop flowers: note the month(s)

period(s) in the year when the bee 
species/groups are active foraging or 
collecting nesting materials outside the 
nest/hive:

1. note the species/group and the 
month(s)2.

3.

Are any weeds flowering in the crop that may be attractive to 
bees?
if yes: period(s) during the crop season when weeds are 
flowering:

yes/no
if yes: note the month(s)

does the crop have extrafloral nectaries that may be 
attractive to bees?

yes/no

is the crop regularly infested with honeydew producing 
insects (e.g. aphids, scale insects) that may be attractive 
to bees?

yes/no

do the bees likely visit the treated crop to collect water 
(e.g. dew on crop? open water in/near crop?)

yes/no

Are any systemic pesticides applied as soil treatment or 
seed treatment to a previous rotational crop?

yes/no

do male bees “roost” in the crop, at night? yes/no

do male bees establish mating sites in the crop? yes/no
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c. exposure – bee biology factors

this section contains relevant information on bee biology that may partly determine pesticide 

risk. please provide information for each bee species/group identified under section A. please 

also provide references to published literature or unpublished research reports when possible. 

indicate when information is expert opinion, and note the name(s) of the expert(s). if the 

information is unavailable, please explicitly note this.
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d. exposure and impact – pesticide use/application practices

this section contains relevant information on the types of pesticides used in the focal crop, and 

the application practices. if actual pesticide use data are unavailable, pesticide registration data 

can also be used. if the information is unavailable, please explicitly note this as well.
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e. impact and recovery – pesticide properties

this section contains relevant information on the properties of all the pesticide active ingredients 

used on the crop. these aspects are independent of the actual pesticide use practices described 

above. provide references to published literature or unpublished research reports when possible. 

if the information is unavailable, explicitly note this as well. use more pages, if needed.
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F. impact and recovery – life history and population dynamics factors

this section contains relevant information on bee life histories and population dynamics that 

may partly determine pesticide risk. please provide information for each bee species/group 

identified under section A. please also provide references to published literature or unpublished 

research reports when possible. indicate when information is expert opinion, and note the 

name(s) of the expert(s). if the information is unavailable, please explicitly note this.

FACTOR bEE SPECIES/GROUP remarKs SOURCE OF  
inFormation
(refer to  
section G)

1: 2: 3:

individual 
metabolic rate
degree of sociality

Fraction of 
population/colony 
active out of the 
nest/hive (social 
bees)
time to 
reproductive 
age of queen/
reproductive 
female (egg-
adult)

days

number of 
offspring 
per queen/
reproductive 
female
number of 
generations per 
year
population growth 
rate [note: 
as product of 
previous 3 factors]

Colony multiplication 
factor per unit 
time; or number per 
reproductive female 
per unit time

number of swarms 
per colony or 
reproductive 
events per year
migration and 
dispersal distance

km
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G. sources

in this section, all the institutions and persons consulted are listed, even if they were not able 

to provide information or data.

REFERENCE IN PREvIOUS 
SECTIONS (no.)

INSTITUTION OR PERSON 
consUlted

ASPECT contact details  
(e-mail address and/or 
telephone number) 

etc.

references to reports, articles, studies, etc. can be listed here.

REFERENCE IN PREvIOUS 
SECTIONS (no.)

title oF report, 
article, stUdy

aUthor(s) pUBlication details

etc.
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AnneX 21

pesticides reGistered on the 
Focal crops – Brazil 
ACTIvE  
inGredient

TYPE systemic IGR ld50 hONEY bEE
(μg/bee)

ld50 Bom-
BUs spp.
(μg/bee)

FOLIAR RESI-
dUal toxicity
(hours or days)

reGistered on

loWest orAl loWest Melon toMAto

Abamectin i, A lim. no 0.002 8-72hr X X

Acephate i, A no no 0.36
3.69  

(B. terrestris)
>72hr X X

Acetamiprid i yes no 8.1 14.5
2.1  

(B. patagiatus)
X X

Alanycarb i no no 0.80 X

Alpha-
cypermethrin

i no no 0.036
0.15  

(B. terrestris)
X

Anilazine f no - 100 X

Azocyclotin A no no >5 X

Azoxystrobin f yes - >25 X X

bacillus 
thuringiensis

i no no >0.1 X X

benalaxyl f yes - >100 X

benfuracarb i yes no 0.29 X

benzalkonium 
chloride

f, b ? - n.a. X

beta-cyfluthrin i no no 0.001 X X

beta-
cypermethrin

i no no 0.13 X

bifenthrin i, A no no 0.013 >24hr X X

bitertanol f no - 104 X

boscalid f lim. - 100 X X

bromuconazole f yes - 100 X

buprofezin i, A no yes >200 X X

Captan f no - 26.4 X X

Carbaryl i, pgr lim. no 1.70 3.84 (n.i.) 2-14d X

Carbofuran i, n yes no 0.15 >5d X

Carbosulfan i yes no 0.68 3.5d X

1 registered pesticides: Agrofit database, Ministério da Agricultura, pecuária e Abastecimento (2011) [30]; type, systemicity, igr: tomlin (2011) 
[37], footprint ppdb (2011) [34]; Acute ld50 honey bee (oral or contact): fAo/osu (2011) [33]. if missing in previous, footprint ppdb (2011) 
[34] and footprint bpdb (2011) [35] – in italics in table; Acute ld50 bumblebee: Mommaerts & smagghe (2011) [36]; foliar residual toxicity: 
pacific northwest extension [88] & florida Cooperative extension service [87]; determined for the honey bee at maximum normal us application 
rates.

follows on the next page >
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ACTIvE  
inGredient

TYPE systemic IGR ld50 hONEY bEE
(μg/bee)

ld50 Bom-
BUs spp.
(μg/bee)

FOLIAR RESI-
dUal toxicity
(hours or days)

reGistered on

loWest orAl loWest Melon toMAto

Cartap 
hydrochloride

i yes no 10 X X

Chlorfenapyr i, A lim. no 0.12 <4h X X

Chlorfluazuron i no yes >100 X

Chromafenozide i no yes >100 X

Chlorothalonil f no - 181 X X

Clethodim h yes -- >100 X

Clothianidin i yes no 0.044 9.92 X X

Copper hydroxide f no - >100 X X

Copper oxychloride f no - 15 X X

Copper oxyde f no - >116 X

Copper sulfate f no - >11 X

Cyazofamid f no - >100 X

Cyfluthrin i no no 0.019 0.13 (n.i.) >24h X

Cymoxanil f yes - 25 100 X

Cypermethrin i no no 0.03 >3d X

Cyproconazole f yes - 100 1000 X

Cyprodinil f yes - 316 X

Cyromazine i yes yes 20 <2h X X

deltamethrin i no no 0.017
0.6  

(B. terrestris)
<4h X X

diafenthiuron i no no 1.5 X X

difenoconazole f yes - 101 187 X X

diflubenzuron i no yes 100 X

dimethoate i, A yes no 0.098
4.8  

(B. terrestris)
3d X

dimethomorph f yes - 100 X

dodec-7-enyl 
acetate

ph no - n.a. X

esfenvalerate i no no 0.045 24h X

ethion i, A no no 4.18 X X

etofenprox i no no 0.13 X

etoxazole A no yes 200 X

famoxadone f no - >63 X

fenamidone f yes - 75 160 X X

fenamiphos n yes no 1.43 X X

fenarimol f yes - 100 X

fenpropathrin i, A no no 0.05 24h X

fenpyroximate A no lim. 15.8 X

fenthion i no no 0.056 X

follows on the next page >
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ACTIvE  
inGredient

TYPE systemic IGR ld50 hONEY bEE
(μg/bee)

ld50 Bom-
BUs spp.
(μg/bee)

FOLIAR RESI-
dUal toxicity
(hours or days)

reGistered on

loWest orAl loWest Melon toMAto

flazasulfuron h yes - >100 X

fluazifop-p-butyl h yes - 112 200 X

fluazinam f no - 100 X

fluquinconazole f yes - >100 X

flutriafol f yes - 5 X

folpet f no - 33.8 X

formetanate i, A no no 10.6 X

gamma-cyhalothrin i no no 0.005 X

hexadec-11-enyl 
acetate

ph no - n.a. X

hexadeca-e-11 ph no - n.a. X

imibenconazole f yes - 125 X

imidacloprid i yes no 0.004
0.02 (B. 
terrestris)

>24h X X

indoxacarb i no no 0.40 X X

iprodione f no - 400 X X

iprovalicarb f yes - >199 X X

Kasugamycin f, b yes - >25 X

Kresoxim-methyl f no - 14 X X

lambda-
cyhalothrin

i no no 0.093 0.11 (n.i.) >24h X

lufenuron i, A no yes 197 X

Malathion i no no 0.47 5.5d X

Mancozeb f no - >20 X X

Maneb f no - 12 X

Metalaxyl-M f yes - 200 X X

Metam sodium
f, n, 
h, i

no no 36.2 X

Methamidophos i, A yes no 0.1 24hr X

Metconazole f yes - 97 X X

1-
methylcyclopropene

prg no - n.a. X X

Methiocarb i, A, M no no 0.37 >3d X

Metiram f no - 40 X X

Methomyl i, A yes no 0.42
0.57  

(B. terrestris)
1.5d X

Methyl bromide i, A, n no no n.a. X

Methyl-eugenol ph no - n.a. X

Methoxyfenozide i no yes >100 X

Metribuzin h yes - 35 X

Mevinphos i, A yes no 0.086 <1.5d X X

follows on the next page >
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ACTIvE  
inGredient

TYPE systemic IGR ld50 hONEY bEE
(μg/bee)

ld50 Bom-
BUs spp.
(μg/bee)

FOLIAR RESI-
dUal toxicity
(hours or days)

reGistered on

loWest orAl loWest Melon toMAto

Milbemectin A lim. no 0.025 0.46 X

Myclobutanil f yes - >7 X

napropamide h yes - 121 X

novaluron i no yes >100 X

oxytetracycline b yes - >100 X

permethrin i no no 0.029
0.81  

(B. terrestris)
0.5-2d X

phenthoate i, A no no 0.3 X

phorate i, A, n yes no 1.12
1-2  

(B. lucorum)
24h X

pirimicarb i yes no 6.21
8.5  

(B. terrestris)
<2h X

prochloraz f no - 37.4 X

procymidone f yes - 100 X X

profenofos i, A no no 1.23 X

propargite A no no 15 X

propamocarb 
hydrochloride

f yes - 100 116 X

propiconazole f yes - 14.1 X

propineb f no - 200 X

prothiofos i no no n.a. X

pymetrozine i ? no 117 <2h X X

pyraclostrobin f lim. - 73 X X

pyrazophos f yes - 0.65 0.84 X

pyridaphenthion i no no 0.08 X

pyrimethanil f lim. no >100 X X

pyriproxyfen i no yes >100 X X

Quinomethionate A, f no no n.a. X

Quintozene f no - 100 X

Quizalofop-p-ethyl h no - 71 X

spinosad i no no 0.003 <2h X

spirodiclofen i, A no yes >196 X

spiromesifen i, A no yes >200 X X

streptomycin b yes - >100 X

sulphur f, A no - 1051 X X

tebuconazole f yes - 176 X X

tebufenozide i no yes 234 <8h X

teflubenzuron i no yes 1000 X

tetraconazole f yes - >130 X X

tetradec-3,8,11-
enyl acetate

ph no - n.a. X

follows on the next page >
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ACTIvE  
inGredient

TYPE systemic IGR ld50 hONEY bEE
(μg/bee)

ld50 Bom-
BUs spp.
(μg/bee)

FOLIAR RESI-
dUal toxicity
(hours or days)

reGistered on

loWest orAl loWest Melon toMAto

tetradec-3,8-enyl 
acetate

ph no - n.a. X

tetradec-9-enyl 
acetate

ph no - n.a. X

tetradifon A no no 60.4 X

thiabendazole f yes - >10 X

thiacloprid i lim. no 17.3 X X

thiamethoxam i yes no 0.005 7-14d X X

thiophanate-
methyl

f yes - >70 X X

triadimefon f yes - 25 X

triazophos i, A, n no no 0.06 X

trichlorfon i no no 0.4 3-6h X X

triflumizole f yes - 56.6 X

triflumuron i no yes >100 X

trifluralin h no - 62.3 X

triforine f yes - >10 X

zeta-cypermethrin i no no 0.002 >1d X

zoxamide f no - >153 X

(z,z,z)-3,6,9-
tricosatriene

ph no no n.a. X

n.a = data not available; ? = possibly; n.i. = species not identified; - = no insecticide and therefore not applicable; lim. = limited; d = day; h = hour; 
min = minute; mg = milligram; ml = millilitre; μl = microlitre 
A=acaricide, i=insecticide, f=fungicide, h=herbicide, n=nematicide, pgr=plant growth regulator, ph=pheromone, M=molluscicide, b=bactericide, 
r=rodenticide
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A key element of any organism’s pesticide risk is its natural history, and the routes by which 
it may be exposed to pesticides in foraging and nesting activities. in this respect, a series of 
presentations on the natural history of wild bee groups and pesticide exposure were solicited for 
a session on “exploring pesticide effects on non-Apis bees” at the X international symposium 
on pollination, convened by the international Commission on plant-bee relations, in Mexico, 
27-30 June, 2011. the presentations have been more fully developed for the present publication, 
as a contribution to knowledge management of pollination services in sustainable agriculture. 
A careful look at pollinators, as presented in these chapters, can help to understand how they 
may live and carry out their vital functions in agroecosystems, and how farmers and land 
managers may - through this understanding - mitigate their impacts on key pollinator groups.




