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The way forward

This is the first ever report on the status of the world’s soil resources. 
The assessment is long overdue. The singular focus on soil has a simple but 
yet profound basis. Managed well, soil circulates chemical elements, water 
and energy for great human benefit. If soil is managed poorly, it is impossible 
to imagine an optimistic future.50 In taking this view, we have framed our 
assessment within the broader perspective of land, ecosystem and Earth-
system processes which  are  the  domains  of  the  United  Nations  Convention  
to  Combat  Desertification (UNCCD),  Convention  on  Biological  Diversity  (CBD)  
and  United  Nations  Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
international treaties.

The assessment has synthesized the scientific knowledge embodied in more 
than 2  000 peer-reviewed scientific publications. In doing this, the ITPS 
has reached some disturbing conclusions. The current trajectories in soil 
condition have potentially catastrophic consequences that will affect millions 
of people in some of the most vulnerable regions over coming decades. 
More importantly, the global community is presently ill-prepared and ill-
equipped to mount a proportionate response. 

The ITPS is firmly of the view that countries can change current trajectories. 
The starting point is implementation of the actions outlined in the World Soil 
Charter, listed below:

Actions by Individuals and the Private Sector 
•	 All individuals using or managing soil must act as stewards of the soil 

to ensure that this essential natural resource is managed sustainably to 
safeguard it for future generations. 

•	 Undertake sustainable soil management in the production of goods and 
services. 
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Actions by Groups and the Science Community 
•	 Disseminate information and knowledge on soils.
•	 Emphasize the importance of sustainable soil management to avoid 

impairing key soil functions. 

Actions by Governments 
•	 Promote sustainable soil management that is relevant to the range of soils 

present and to the needs of the country. 
•	 Strive to create socio-economic and institutional conditions favorable to 

sustainable soil management by removal of obstacles. Ways and means 
should be pursued to overcome obstacles to the adoption of sustainable 
soil management associated with land tenure, the rights of users, access to 
financial services and educational programmes. 

•	 Participate in the development of multi-level, interdisciplinary educational 
and capacity-building initiatives that promote the adoption of sustainable 
soil management by land users. 

•	 Support research programs that will provide sound scientific backing for 
development and implementation of sustainable soil management relevant 
to end users. 

•	 Incorporate the principles and practices of sustainable soil management into 
policy guidance and legislation at all levels of government, ideally leading to 
the development of a national soil policy. 

•	 Explicitly consider the role of soil management practices in planning for 
adaptation to and mitigation of climate change and maintaining biodiversity.

•	 Establish and implement regulations to limit the accumulation of 
contaminants beyond established levels to safeguard human health and 
well-being and facilitate re-mediation of contaminated soils that exceed 
these levels where they pose a threat to humans, plants and animals. 

•	 Develop and maintain a national soil information system and contribute to 
the development of a global soil information system. 

•	 Develop a national institutional framework for monitoring implementation 
of sustainable soil management and the overall state of soil resources. 
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Actions by International Organizations 
•	 Facilitate the compilation and dissemination of authoritative reports on the 

state of the global soil resources and sustainable soil management protocols. 
•	 Coordinate efforts to develop an accurate, high-resolution global soil 

information system and ensure its integration with other global earth 
observing systems. 

•	 Assist governments, on request, to establish appropriate legislation, 
institutions, and processes to enable them to mount, implement and 
monitor appropriate sustainable soil management practices.

More specifically, the ITPS draws attention to the priorities outlined in the plans 
of action for the Pillars of the Global Soil Partnership.51

  
These are key steps towards: 
•	 a dramatic improvement in our observation and forecasting systems for 

determining when and where soil function is being compromised 
(Pillars 4 and 5);

•	 implementation of sustainable soil management across large regions with 
urgent priority being given to regions where livelihoods are vulnerable and 
heavily dependent on subsistence agriculture (Pillars 1, 2 and 3);

•	 improved governance and the development of more effective institutional 
arrangements for the implementation of sustainable soil management 
(starting with the preparation of voluntary guidelines) (Pillars 1 and 2);

•	 mobilization of resources and the training of a new generation of soil 
specialists (Pillars 1 to 4).

The International Year of Soils in 2015 will be remembered in the coming decades 
as the year when the challenges confronting the world’s soils was clearly 
articulated. We hope that substantial progress will have been made to address 
the issues that have been identified by the time the second Status of the World’s 
Soil Resources report is published in 2020. 
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