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Clemens FIESELER

Senior Officer for Aquatic Genetic Resources
Bonn

Phone: +49 (0)228 / 99 6845 - 3246

Email: clemens.fieseler@ble.de
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Email: rejane.dedeus@mexico.org.br
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Brasilia

Phone: +61 32429394

Email: maguzman@comercio.mineco.es

SRI LANKA

Kapila JAYAWEERA

Minister

Embassy of Sri Lanka
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Minister Plenipotentiary

Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic in Brazil
Brasilia

Phone: +55 6 3226 0970

Email: embaixadadasiria@gmail.com
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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Observers, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the Eight Session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries Sub-
Committee on Aquaculture. I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Government of Brazil for sponsoring and
hosting this important event in their beautiful Capital do Distrito Federal, Brasilia. This is the second time that
the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture meets in South America where aquaculture is growing rapidly and has an
enormous potential for future growth. By hosting this session, Brazil gives a strong signal that emphasizes its
keen interest to contribute to the sustainable development of aquaculture — not only in the region, but also
globally.

I am also delighted to welcome all the delegates representing FAO member countries, and the various Inter-
Governmental Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations. Many of you have travelled considerable
distances to attend this meeting; your presence confirms the importance of aquaculture and the importance and
significance of this Sub-Committee for your countries. Indeed, the Sub-Committee on aquaculture is a unique
global forum where aquaculture related matters are debated and strategic plans developed at the highest level by
representatives of countries and their respective aquaculture authorities from all over the world. In addition, the
participation of Inter-Governmental organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations significantly broadens
the discussions and ensures that they are representative of the views of a broad variety of stakeholders.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

I would like to share with you some highlights of the rapid growth of the sector globally. World aquaculture
production continued to grow reaching 97 million tonnes with an estimated value of USD157 billion in 2013. A
total of 575 aquatic species and species groups grown in freshwater, seawater and brackish water have been
registered in the FAO Global Aquaculture Production statistics database.
More specifically:
- The production of farmed food fish was 70 million tonnes in 2013, up by 6 percent from 2012.
- The production of 27 million tonnes of farmed aquatic plants in 2013 was a 13 percent jump from 2012.
In fact, aquaculture accounts for 96 percent of the world’s production of aquatic plants.
- The contribution of aquaculture to the world total fish production reached 43 percent in 2013, up from
42 percent in 2012; please note that it was only 31 percent a decade ago in 2003.
- Finally, inland finfish aquaculture has been the most important driver for total increase in annual
aquaculture output, as this subsector contributed 65 percent to the 2003—2013 increase in world farmed
food fish production.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Ensuring food security for our growing world population is more important than ever before. FAO is pleased to
celebrate this week in Vigo, Spain alongside with many partners what has been achieved during the first twenty
years of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. The Code also provides a solid basis to address fisheries
and aquaculture issues in food and agriculture which are comprehensively integrated in the post 2015
development agenda. Not only does aquaculture contribute to food security and international trade, but in most
countries the aquaculture sector plays a crucial role in enhancing social and economic development. FAO has
conducted various studies to assess the impact of the aquaculture sector on economic and social development
over the recent years, and concluded that it plays a very important role, improving food and nutrition security,
and promoting the development of small business enterprises.
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Also in the Latin American region, FAO is putting considerable efforts on the promotion and development of the
aquaculture sector. Selected examples include:

e capacity building efforts in relation to aquaculture certification;

e aquatic biosecurity, and aquatic genetic resources management as countries are currently preparing their
national reports for the first State of the World Report on Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture;

e improved genetic management programs for Nile Tilapia and aquatic species of potential aquaculture
interest in the Caribbean;

e projects on “seaweed farming strategies in the Caribbean”; and

o the “sustainable management of the amazon riparian region to protect ecosystem services” undertaken or
in the pipeline under the Blue Growth Initiative.

Some of this work will be presented during two Side Events, one on FAO work with partners towards sustainable
use, conservation and management of Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture scheduled for
Tuesday and the second on Biosecurity and Public-Private Sector Partnership; a shared responsibility which
will be held on Wednesday evening, and you are cordially invited to attend both Side Events which will offer
presentations and panel discussions in an informal setting with ample opportunity for exchange of views and
ideas.

Excellencies, Distinguished Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen

This Sub-Committee is the forum where policy makers from aquaculture producing and importing nations can
help create an enabling environment for the sector to develop, while at the same time addressing the challenges
this development presents. We all recognize that sustainable aquaculture will play an increasingly greater role in
global food security, socio-economic development and in meeting the gap between fish demand and supply.
Appropriate policies, best production practices, supporting institutions and an enabling environment can be
shaped to create incentives to achieve long-term sustainable aquaculture. The challenge is for policy makers to
ensure these measures are sound, science — based, just and transparent. Likewise, synergies and partnerships
between government, industry, user groups, and 1GOs and NGOs to achieve these measures should be sought.
Good governance and the political will of countries should accompany and guide the development of the sector
so that its growth can be achieved in a responsible and sustainable way. And it is for this reason that we are all
gathered here today.

We look forward to fruitful discussions regarding important aspects for the development of the aquaculture sector,
such as:
o the implementation of technical guidelines on aquaculture certification and the evaluation framework to
assess the conformity of aquaculture certification schemes with the guidelines;
e aquaculture as part of the Blue Growth Initiative;
aquaculture research and education; and
o the improvement of livelihoods through decent employment.

These and other topics will be debated by you in the forthcoming days.

Finally, and importantly, you will continue the discussion towards establishing a strategic framework for further
strengthening the role of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture.

I will close my opening remarks by stressing the high importance of your work within the COFI Sub-Committee
on Aquaculture. Through your continuous dedication and guidance, this Sub-Committee continues to be a unique
forum for balanced deliberations on aquaculture issues by developed and developing countries from around the
globe. I wish you well in your deliberations.

Thank you.
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Sefioras y sefiores, buenos dias!

De acuerdo con la Organizacion para la Agricultura y la Alimentacion de las Naciones Unidas (FAO), la
acuicultura es el segmento que proporcionara la mayor contribucion al suministro de alimentos ricos en proteinas
destinadas a satisfacer el consumo de la humanidad, en las proximas tres décadas.

Esto ya es la realidad en el continente asiatico, donde la acuicultura produce, crea puestos de trabajo, promueve
la inclusién social y productiva, tanto en las zonas costeras como en aguas interiores.

En los Gltimos 50 afios, la oferta de productos de la pesca y de la acuicultura destinados al consumo humano ha
superado el crecimiento de la poblacién mundial. Esto solo fue posible porque la acuicultura se ha convertido en
el sector de produccion de alimentos de crecimiento mas rapido del mundo.

Durante las Ultimas tres décadas, la acuicultura se ha ampliado, diversificado e intensificado sus sistemas de
produccién basados en la tecnologia mas avanzada y en los modelos mas sostenibles. Como resultado, se alcanz6
una produccion alrededor de 97,2 millones de toneladas por afio (incluyendo plantas acuéticas). Los productos
de la pesca se encuentran entre los alimentos mas comercializados en el mundo, con operaciones alcanzando la
cifra extraordinaria de 600 mil millones de USD en 2014.

De acuerdo con las proyecciones de la FAO, el mundo necesitara en los proximos 10 afios, otros 15 millones de
toneladas de pescado para mantener el consumo actual per cépita de proteina.

Y Brasil tiene mucho que contribuir para hacer de esta proyeccion una realidad. Para ello, trata de ordenar la
actividad y de producir pescado de alta calidad de manera sostenible. Sabemos que, ademas de la asistencia de la
FAOQ, es muy importante la colaboracién y el diadlogo con los paises vecinos y de otras regiones del mundo. Este
es el camino que hemos elegido para implementar nuevas tecnologias y permitir el crecimiento de nuestra
acuicultura. Lo que es bueno no solo para Brasil sino para todos los paises miembros, ya que, con el intercambio
de informacidén y experiencias, todos van a desarrollar, mejorar los métodos de produccion y la calidad de lo que
se produce.

Estamos estrechando y fortaleciendo los lazos de cooperacion técnica con los paises de Africa, América Latina
y el Caribe. Asi, fomentamos y promovemos la practica de la acuicultura, contribuyendo a la lucha contra el
hambre y la pobreza, ademas de apoyar la generacién de empleo e ingresos.

Ademas, estamos implementando la etiqueta "Amazon Fish - Brasil Sostenible" que proporciona una certificacion
que aporta un valor afiadido a los productos y hace con que los consumidores reconozcan rapidamente la calidad
y el origen de la proteina que estan comprando.

Con el Plan Cosecha de Pesca y Acuicultura financiamos la produccidn de pescado, el apoyo a la generacién de
empleo e ingresos para los pescadores y pescadoras, acuicultores y acuicultoras, y otros agentes de la cadena de
produccion; a pesar de las dificultades econdmicas que Brasil esta experimentando.

El Plan Cosecha de Pesca y Acuicultura tiene como pilares el CREDITO, la ASISTENCIA TECNICA y la
COMERCIALIZACION, considerados los principales mecanismos de estructuracion para promover la expansion
de la acuicultura, la modernizacidn de la pesca, el fortalecimiento de la industria y la mejora de la calidad de vida
para los trabajadores.

El permite lo apoyo financiero para estructurar y consolidar la actividad en el pais. Las lineas de crédito estan
disponibles en los bancos y pueden ser reclamadas por los interesados en impulsar la actividad.
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Otro hito importante para la acuicultura fue el lanzamiento del Plan de Desarrollo de la Acuicultura de Brasil-
PDA 2015/2020, creado con objetivos reales y metas que se pueden cumplir y lograr para el afio 2020, haciendo
que la produccion brasilefia se cuadruplique en cinco afios. Construido en forma participativa con la industria,
abarca todas las areas de la acuicultura y de todas las regiones de Brasil.

En este plan se incluyen acciones de promocion de:

e La acuicultura en aguas de la Unién

* El cultivo de peces en tanques excavados

* El Programa de Desarrollo del Cultivo de Camarones

e La acuicultura en la Amazonia y en el Semiarido

» Distritos Industriales de la Acuicultura en reservatorios, para contemplar toda la cadena productiva para el
desarrollo de la acuicultura en las regiones con mayor potencial para la actividad.

El pescado de Brasil es Gnico debido a la calidad del agua donde se produce y la sostenibilidad cada vez mas
presente. Vivimos en un momento especial, con un creciente intercambio con los paises que tienen una
produccién mas avanzada; un ambiente empresarial cada vez mas amigable con socios internacionales y una
creciente conciencia entre las autoridades de la importancia de mantener los logros y avances que permitan a la
actividad pesquera su consolidacion como un puesto avanzado para el crecimiento del pais. Y todo esto en un
momento de dificultad econdmica. Imaginemos lo que vamos a lograr cuando estos problemas temporales se
quedaren atras. Brasil tiene todo para ser, de hecho, el pais del pescado. Y lo sera muy pronto por la garra de
nuestros técnicos, por la pasion de nuestros productores y por lo apoyo institucional que continuara recibiendo.
Sean muy bienvenidos para conocer nuestro potencial y, sobre todo, la extraordinaria labor que la actividad
acuicola ha realizado. Un fuerte abrazo a todos y que las reuniones técnicas sean muy productivos.

Muchas gracias!
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