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STATUS OF THE PREPARATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL 

CONFERENCE ON ANIMAL GENETIC RESOURCES 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (the Commission), at its 

Tenth Regular Session in 2004, decided that The State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources 

should be finalized at the International Technical Conference on Animal Genetic Resources (the 

Conference) in 2007. It agreed that a committee be set up, to plan for the Conference and to 

develop an agenda, in consultation with the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on 

Animal Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Working Group).1 The FAO Council, at its 

Hundred and Twenty-seventh Session in 2004, welcomed the convening of the Conference in 

2007.2  

2. This document reviews progress in the preparation of the Conference, which will be 

convened in September 2007, in Switzerland. It provides a draft provisional agenda3 and identifies 

possible outcomes of the Conference.  The document, Remaining financial needs for the 

International Technical Conference on Animal Genetic Resources,4 identifies the unmet needs, 

which need to be covered by extra-budgetary funding in order to ensure the smooth preparation 

and running of the Conference and the participation of delegates of developing countries and 

countries with economies in transition in the Conference. 

II. CONFERENCE HOST 

3. In October 2005, the Director-General of FAO received and accepted the offer of the 

Government of Switzerland to host the International Conference on Animal Genetic Resources. 

The Conference will take place in Interlaken, Switzerland, from 3 to 7 September, 2007. The 

Government of Switzerland has established a Conference Bureau in the Federal Office for 

Agriculture under the Federal Department of Economic Affairs. The Global Focal Point for 

FAO’s Animal Genetic Resources Programme located within the Animal Production and Health 

Division provides the liaison between FAO and the Government of Switzerland. 

III. CONFERENCE GOAL AND OUTCOMES 

4. The main goal of the Conference is to achieve consensus on how to best address priorities 

for the sustainable use, development and conservation of animal genetic resources, and to raise 

awareness and appreciation of the various roles and values of these essential resources. 

5. The following Conference outcomes are foreseen: 

Outcome 1: Presentation of The State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources. 

Outcome 2: Adoption of the Strategic Priorities for Action. These will provide the basis for the 

management of animal genetic resources for food and agriculture at national and international 

levels, and modalities for their implementation and monitoring.  

                                                      

1 CGRFA-10/04/REP, paragraph 56. 

2 FAO-CL127/REP, paragraph 42. 

3 see Appendix 1. 

4 CGRFA/WG-AnGR-4/06/6. 
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Outcome 3: Adoption of a series of recommendations on the further development of the Global 

Strategy for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources (Global Strategy), in the context 

of the Multi-year Programme of Work of the Commission and in the light of the findings of the 

State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources reporting process.. 

6. The Conference may wish to adopt the Strategic Priorities for Action and recommendations 

regarding the further development of the Global Strategy, through an “Interlaken Declaration”. 

Such declaration may articulate the Conference’s global vision for the sustainable use, 

development and conservation of animal genetic resources. 

7. With such outcomes the Conference will: 

• Assist the global community to raise awareness and appreciation of the various roles, 

functions and values of animal genetic resources; 

• Enhance efforts to achieve food security and rural development, and contribute towards 

the objectives of several existing international agreements, including the World Food 

Summit Plan of Action, the Millennium Development Goals, the Convention on 

Biological Diversity and Agenda 21; 

• Provide the Commission with a vision to assist in the development of a process that 

addresses international policy requirements for animal genetic resources as a major 

input to the preparation of the Multi-Year Programme of Work of the Commission; 

• Establish an agreed platform for donors and recipient countries to develop activities that 

support the implementation of the Strategic Priorities for Action; and 

• Create a basis for reporting on action undertaken to achieve the sustainable use, 

development and conservation of animal genetic resources, to assist periodical reporting 

on the state of agricultural biodiversity to the Commission. As the Commission decides, 

this information could be contributed for use in other international forums, including the 

Convention on Biological Diversity. 

IV. ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE 

8. The Director-General of FAO will officially invite governments to attend the Conference. 

The Conference will be conducted in the languages of  FAO. The draft provisional Conference 

agenda is provided in Appendix 1. Side events and exhibitions are also being planned and will 

take place throughout the Conference.  

9. International organizations and non-governmental organizations will be invited to 

participate in the Conference as observers. A number of civil society organizations have 

expressed interest in the Conference. Opportunities for special events, including round tables for 

civil society and governments, will be provided. 

Scientific Forum on Animal Genetic Resources 

10. The draft provisional Conference agenda forsees that the Conference starts with a Scientific 

Forum on Animal Genetic Resources (the Forum) on key challenges in the sustainable use, 

development and conservation of animal genetic resources. The Forum will draw attention to 

technical issues, options and opportunities in the management and conservation of animal genetic 

resources. There will be presentations on the contributions of animal genetic resources to food 

security and on linkages with sustainable development, poverty alleviation and environmental 

sustainability goals that have been established through international agreements. 
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11. It is proposed that the Forum address the following main themes:  

• The dynamics of livestock production systems: the roles and values of animal genetic 

resources; 

• Conservation and adaptive management of animal genetic resources: approaches and 

technologies for in situ and ex situ conservation; 

• Breeding and sustainable use of animal genetic resources;   

• Impacts of new technologies in animal production systems on animal genetic resources 

and livelihoods; and 

• Policy options for the conservation and sustainable use of animal genetic resources. 

State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources 

12. The Global Focal Point will present The State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources to 

the Conference, highlighting its main findings.  

Strategic Priorities for Action and the further Development of the Global Strategy for the 

Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources  

13.  On the basis of the findings of The State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources, the 

Conference will focus on the draft Strategic Priorities for Action, and on the further development 

of the Global Strategy. A final plenary session is planned to adopt the final report of the meeting  

Regional Meetings 

14. The Secretariat will make provisions for regional consultations, in preparation of the 

Conference, on 1 September 2007. 

Conference Field Trip 

15. The Government of Switzerland will be organizing a Conference field trip on 2 September 

2007 to share some of its experiences at national level in the management of animal genetic 

resources. Details of the field trip will be made available to Conference participants in due time.  

V. COMMUNICATION 

16. A Conference web-site has been developed to provide information for participants on 

logistical matters and local arrangements. Once approved by the Working Group, the agenda of 

the Conference will made available on the website.5 

17. An announcement of the Conference has been distributed through DAD-Net. FAO will 

continue to provide regular updates through DAD-Net and communications to governments and 

other stakeholders. In June 2005 and April 2006, respectively, The State of the World’s Animal 

Genetic Resources’ Communications #4 and #5 have, informed countries and interested 

organisations on the preparation of the Conference. 

18. In collaboration with the Government of Switzerland, FAO will organise press conferences 

and facilitate the involvement of the media in the Conference, to raise public awareness of the 

importance of animal genetic resource for food and agriculture. 

                                                      

5 http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/genetics/angrvent2007.html 
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VI. GUIDANCE REQUESTED FROM THE WORKING GROUP 

19. The Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on Animal Genetic Resources is invited 

to: 

i) Consider and review the proposed goal, outcomes and the draft provisional agenda of 

the International Technical Conference on Animal Genetic Resources; and 

ii) Give guidance with regard to the further preparation of the Conference. 
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Appendix 1 

 

DRAFT PROVISIONAL CONFERENCE AGENDA 

Regional Consultations 

1 September 2007 

 

Field Trip 

2 September 2007 

 

International Technical Conference on Animal Genetic Resources 

3-7 September 2007 

 
1. Opening ceremony 

2. Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair(s) and Rapporteur 

3. Adoption of the agenda and timetable  

4. Scientific Forum on Animal Gentic Resources 

5. The State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources 

6. Strategic Priorities for Action  

7. Further development of the Global Strategy for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic 

Resources  

8. Adoption of final report  

 

 


